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Cold rooms cause concern for classes
By Ben Courson
BROADCAST 

We are all aware of the freezing 
temperatures outside. We can see the 
snow on the ground, and it is no sur-
prise when it is 10 degrees, and we 
are waiting outside for the bus.

 We are used to becoming icicles 
when we walk outside, but we aren’t 
used to being icicles while we are  
sitting in class. 

The school has always been drafty, 
and teachers have told us to dress for 
weather, but recently even the hefty 
hoodies we wear are not sufficient.

 An ongoing temperature issue 
has teachers and students bringing in 
extra layers as they attempt to keep 
warm. 

In fact, blankets have become 
the latest fashion necessity in Sae-
gertown High School classrooms.

The rooms that have an exteri-
or wall like the math and science 
rooms have the most noticeable tem-
perature imbalance.

 “On a cold day, my thermometers 
read 60-62 degrees, and on a warm 
day it will read roughly 65 degrees. 
My hands are usually cold by the end 
of the day,” said chemistry teacher 
Mrs. Kelli Peters, who has placed a 

blanket bin in her room. 
Although some rooms are slightly 

above freezing, some are moderate-
ly cold, and some are warm, all are 
claimed to be at “room temperature” 
(68 degrees Fahrenheit). 

The temperature of the classroom 
depends heavily on the outside tem-

perature because of the Indoor Air 
Quality Act, an extension of the  
Occupational Safety and Health Act 
(OSHA), that mandates buildings to 
allow air from outside to circulate 
throughout the rooms in order to 
keep the air fresh.

 This law was designed to protect 

us from potential air pollutants rang-
ing from simple dust mites to poi-
sonous carbon-monoxide; however, 
now it is interfering with the educa-
tion process. 

 Teachers are especially worried 
about their students’ well being, and 
the possibility of the cold tempera-

tures being a distraction during class.
“I think it is harder on the stu-

dents because they are concerned 
about staying warm, which can be 
distracting when they are taking a 
test or learning a new concept,”said 
algebra teacher Mrs. Debbie Houck, 
who herself is frequently wrapped in 
a blanket. 

Students also feel dissatisfied with 
the present circumstances. “We are 
forced to be here, so why not make 
it warm? Kids shouldn’t have to be 
freezing all the time,” said senior 
Katie Loyd. “I always wear my coat 
and long pants, and use a friend’s 
blanket.” 

Principal Tom Baker and the cus-
todial staff are very aware of the 
situation, and they try their best to 
take action. On cold days, Mr. Baker 
regularly checks the extremely cold 
rooms. 

But as of press time, a solution to  
this predicament has yet to be deter-
mined. 

And that means this blanket “fash-
ion trend” of  students and staff isn’t 
going away soon, so keep an extra 
hoodie in your locker and buy some 
long underwear.  

BEN COURSON/SHS
It is common to see students wrapped in blankets during Mrs. Kelli Peters’ chemistry class.



“Kids these days, they’re so off 
base.” Young or old, we’ve all heard 
the saying. In recent years, though, 
the phrase has been accompanied by 
terms such as disrespectful, ungrate-
ful, spoiled, and a plethora of other 
unflattering dubs. To our predeces-
sors, we may seem to be all of those 
things, but ask yourself this: Are we? 
Are we really going to let ourselves 
be so misrepresented? 

We, Generation Z (and the tail end 
millennials), have been shaped by 
the technology we love, the trage-
dies we’ve seen, the cultural trends 
we’ve created and resuscitated, and 
the increasingly diverse society in 
which we thrive. In spite of common 
beliefs, we are not a disaster. We are 
not a failure. In reality, we have the 
potential to be one of the smartest, 

cleanest, most revolutionary genera-
tions the world has ever seen.

In a world that has recently been 
transformed by technological ad-
vances, we’ve been raised with smart 
phones in our hands and the Internet 
as our library. Consequently, we may 
have developed somewhat detached 
socialization skills, but we are by far 
the most tech-savvy group of kids so 
far. And you know what? That tech-
nology isn’t going anywhere, so we 
have a head start on surviving in that 
technology-based future. 

Technology hasn’t ruined our 
communication skills; it has just 
changed the game. Every generation 
gets to set its social norms and we 
have collectively decided that tex-
ting one person while speaking to 
another isn’t “rude” or “disrespect-
ful,” for us, it is simply efficient. 

We are a generation of busy bees. 
Because we live in a world where it 
is demanded that we have a multi-
tude of skills, we have taken on rig-
orous schedules. We honestly don’t 
even have time for all the mischief 
of which we are so often accused. 

Yet, from an early age, we’ve 

been treated as ticking time bombs. 
Phrases like “gateway drug” and 
“substance abuse” have been in-
grained, with good reason, into our 
developing minds. Our mentors 
have been working for years to keep 
us away from drugs and violence 
and have done so somewhat suc-
cessfully. Yet, again and again, we 
are scolded about the abundance of 
crime flourishing among America’s 
youth. The reality? 

According to the Monitoring the 
Future survey conducted at the Insti-
tute for Social Research at the Uni-
versity of Michigan, illicit drug use 
is indeed decreasing in today’s juve-
nile population. The use of tobacco 
and alcohol are especially low—the 
lowest since the study began in 1975. 
Marijuana use has plateaued. Ecsta-
sy, prescription pills, synthetic mar-
ijuana, bath salts, heroin, and all the 
other substances that we’ve heard so 
much about are on the decline. 

The number of juvenile pregnan-
cies and births peaked in the 1990s, 
but has since declined. According 
to a recent study by the Guttmach-
er Institute, between 1990 and 2010, 

adolescent pregnancies declined by 
51 percent, and are still dropping 
significantly. Today, teen birthrates 
are down by a whopping 44 percent 
since 1991. 

Similarly, juvenile arrest rates 
have reached a historic low. From 
1960 to 2012, juvenile murder and 
rape arrest rates fell by 43 percent 
and 20 percent, respectively ac-
cording to the U.S. Department of 
Justice. The juvenile arrest rate for 
property crime has fallen about 19 
percent since the beginning of its de-
cline in 1994, as well as the rates of 
violent crime and drug arrests. 

While there are no signs that any 
of these behaviors will stop decreas-
ing, it should be noted that these 
rates didn’t drop overnight. This was 
a gradual process, and they dropped 
because of the generations before 
us. Generation Z is the generation 
of the “helicopter parent,” and as 
stated before, we are involved in our 
communities. In fact, according to 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics, 26.1 
percent of teenagers 16-19 years old 
volunteer.

“I think kids of our generation 

are trying to step up and change our 
community,” said Miss Crawford 
County Outstanding Teen Paige 
Coon. “I feel they [adults] aren’t see-
ing the whole picture, but they are 
just thinking how they would solve 
the problems. But, they aren’t us.”  

The truth lies in the numbers: teen 
pregnancy, drug use, and crime have 
all dropped from previous gener-
ations. And while our generation 
is still developing, the future looks 
much brighter than our cynical pre-
decessors suggest.

“You aren’t hopeless. Out of some 
of the greatest chaos come the great-
est generations,” said Social Studies 
teacher Mr. Adam Horne.
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Did you know? 
That dairy provides us with the nutrients Riboflavin and Niacin 

which provide us with the energy we need to keep going all day 
long. Just drink a glass of milk, or eat a serving of cheese or yo-
gurt three times every day to get the energy you need!

Brought to you by 
Crawford County Dairy Princess Sarah Wright

By Hunter Trzeciak 
STAFF WRITER

Close your eyes and picture your-
self in snowy and freezing weather, 
as you’re standing there you really 
wish you would have worn a hat like 
your mom said before you walked 
out the door, but don’t worry, we get 
it, dressing up like Ralphie’s little 
brother from “The Christmas Sto-
ry” may kill your “coolness” factor.  
Here are some tips to stay warm and 
fashionable for both guys and gals 
during the brisk winter season.

Keeping Your Head Warm: Bean-
ies are a stylish way to add to any 
outfit and keep the heat from escap-
ing from  your head.  They come in a 
variety of styles geared towards both 
guys and girls, from slouchy to more 
structured.  

However, if you’re rocking that 
messy bun or sporty pony and you 

don’t want to mess up that awesome 
‘do, fleece or wool ear bands are the 
perfect solution.  

Coats: Not a fan of a bulky winter 
coat? Opt for a timeless leather jack-
et instead.  They are perfect for lay-
ering on top of hoodies and sweater 
and add extra warmth, while still 
looking effortlessly cool. 

Minimal Layering:  Is one layer 
leaving you feeling cold?  Try lay-
ering up your hoodies or sweaters. 
Oversized flannels look great over 
top of hoodies for guys and denim 
shirts look oh-so-chic under sweat-
ers for girls.  Both give you an extra 
layer and warmth, but be careful as 
overlayering can leave you looking 
haplessly put together.  

These are just a few tips on staying 
cute and cozy in the winter.  There 
are many ways you do not have to 
sacrifice style for warmth.  

Winter fashion: Staying cute and cozy in the cold

New Star Wars movie poses big question
By Ben Haylett
BROADCAST

A question that was planted in 
the minds of all devoted Star Wars 
fans as they left the theater has been 
the topic of much debate since the 
premiere of “Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens.” Who are Rey’s parents?

This question has no official an-
swer, but people have pooled their 
collective ideas, and come up with 
some theories.

One of the most popular, and 
seemingly obvious theories is that 
Rey is Luke Skywalker’s daughter. 
The fact that she is powerful with 
the Force and can wield a lightsa-
ber with advanced skill without any 
training suggests that her parents 
were powerful Jedis.

 What led the fans to think that she 

was Luke’s daughter are the visions 
of Luke and his droid, R2-D2, that 
flash by her eyes when she picks up 
his lightsaber.

According to The Expanded Uni-
verse, the recently disbanded col-
lection of books, video games, and 
comics that were considered canon 
until “The Force Awakens” was re-
leased, Han Solo and Princess Leia 
had a son and a daughter. 

In this story, their son turned to 
the dark side and their daughter 
was forced to fight him because she 
stayed on the path of the Jedi. 

In “The Force Awakens,” it is 
revealed that the main villain, Kylo 
Ren, is the son of Han and Leia. Be-
cause of this, some fans believe that 
because Kylo Ren shows so much 
similarity to the son in the Expand-

ed Universe, that Rey must be the 
daughter described in the same sto-
ries.

The debate about Rey’s parents 
has made its way to Saegertown 
High School.

 “Luke Skywalker is her father 
because she was the next chosen 
one and she got visions, and Luke 
was Darth Vader’s son so it makes 
sense,” said sophomore Olivia Hoff-
man. 

Junior Sam Michaels disagrees 
with this theory. “I’ve read the 
books, and I think Rey being Han 
and Leia’s daughter makes the most 
sense.” 

Whoever Rey’s parents are, one 
thing is for sure, we’ll all have to 
wait until Episode VIII comes out to 
get any real answers.

Three minutes and forty two sec-
onds into Eminem’s song “Love The 
Way You Lie,” the highly acclaimed 
rapper declares,”If she ever tries to 
leave again/ I’mma tie her to the bed 
and set this house on fire.”  

In these lyrics, Eminem is blatant-
ly threatening a woman and telling 
the world about it. Songs similar to 
“Love The Way You Lie” such as 
the grammy winning record “Blurred 
Lines” by Robin Thicke support the 
treatment of women as property or 
objects men are encouraged to use as 
they please.  

This is considered misogyny, 
which, according to the Oxford Dic-
tionary, is the dislike of, contempt 
for, or ingrained prejudice against 
women.  

Oppression against the female sex 
comes in many forms besides music. 
Somehow, our mainstream culture 
has found a way to conceal every 
single type seamlessly, making most 
girls immune to it from the time they 
are able to pick up a Barbie doll. 

“My Mom, Dad, and Sister are 
all feminists, so I was brought up 
on that idea,” explained sophomore 
Emily Fry, who considers herself a 
strong advocate of female empow-
erment.

However, she was not always that 
way. When asked what age she de-
cided there was something on her 
body that she was unhappy with, she 
answered with an astounding “five 
years old.” 

The National Eating Disorders 
Association conducted an investi-
gation and found out that by the age 
of six, most girls are concerned with 

their weight.
“I spent a lot of time trying to 

make myself look like the celebrities 
that I admired. It took awhile before 
I realized that you shouldn’t have to 
change to be accepted,” Fry said.

Surrounded by images of perfec-
tion, women are pressured into ob-
sessing over their appearance, mak-
ing girls susceptible to things such 
as body shaming which can lead to 
eating disorders and other unhealthy 
practices. 

The NEDA also discovered that 
60 percent of elementary aged girls 
(6-12 years old) are concerned about 
their weight or becoming too fat. To 
add to this notion, 66 percent of in-
dividuals with an eating disorder are 
women, which leads back to the un-
derlying pressure of today’s misogy-
nistic culture.

While some argue that men and 
women are treated equally, the sta-
tistically proven discrimination can-
not be denied. 

According to the Institute for 

Women’s Policy Research, as of 
2014, women in full-time posi-
tions made 79 cents for every dollar 
earned by men, a 21 percent wage 
gap. Research shows that jobs oc-
cupied mainly by women pay less 
than jobs generally occupied by 
men. 

Apart from inequality in the 
workforce, 1 in 3 women will ex-
perience gender-based violence in 
their lifetime.  This means that ap-
proximately 33 percent of women 
are abused or raped simply because 
they are women.  

The widely accepted misogyny 
in our society and popular culture 
today has gone on for far too long. 
Gender discrimination must end. 

When you see or hear of the mis-
treatment and unfairness toward 
women that is all too common, re-
member that it does not have to be 
this way. Although we have come 
a long way, the fight for Women’s 
Rights is not over yet, and as wom-
en, and human beings in general, 

we deserve to live in a world with 
equal opportunity to our male coun-
terparts.    

Misogyny is alive and well in today’s culture

Have you heard the news? Generation Z doesn’t put the Z in lazy 

Write Us 
Letters must be typed and 
300 words or less. Sign 

your letter and drop if off in 
room 215

HUNTER TRZECIAK/SHS
Courtney Delizo, Cutter’b Pritchard, and Ryan Sherry model the warm winter fashions. 

Caitlyn Bieganski and 
Sydney Kightlinger

Scout Van Cise and 
Hunter Trzeciak 
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By Ellie Lybarger 
STAFF WRITER

Trauma, deeply disturbing expe-
riences, can create lasting problems 
for students. 

And because the effects of trauma 
are being given more attention, Sae-
gertown now has a trauma counsel-
or, Mrs. Maggie Peters, as part of the 
Safe School Healthy Students grant 
for the 2015-2016 school year. 

Mrs. Peters visits our school on 
Tuesdays and Fridays to hold one on 
one sessions with students. 

The sessions themselves focus on 
cognitive behavioral therapy which 
helps trauma victims change the way 
they think, feel, and act. 

Mrs. Peters teaches students psy-
choeducation, which includes how 
trauma affects them, relaxation tech-
niques, how to express their feelings, 
and other information to help them 
deal with their conditions in healthy 
ways.  

Before you can sit down with Mrs. 
Peters, you first have to visit Guid-
ance Counselor  Rose Watt. 

She will determine whether there 
may be a need for trauma therapy. If 

she decides there is a need, then you 
have to take the Adverse Childhood 
Experiences Study or ACES quiz to 
“get a baseline” score. 

The quiz is like “life strikes,” said 
Mrs. Watt. It consists of ten yes or no 
questions, each dealing with a differ-
ent type of trauma, from physical 
abuse to emotional neglect. 

Each question answered with a 
yes counts as one point, and students 
must score a four or higher out of ten 
to qualify for counseling. The ACES 
quiz can be taken at acestudy.org.

Despite many people being un-
aware of Mrs. Peters’ arrival, she has 
received a warm welcome. Many 
students and faculty members have 
shown support for the new addition. 

Senior Steve Arblaster said, “We 
should have a trauma counselor,” 
and Katie Loyd said, “It’s really 
great and I think it will help people.” 
Mrs. Houck agreed. “If the kids need 
someone to talk to, they have some-
one to talk to.” 

If you are interested in learning 
more about trauma counseling, see 
Mrs. Watt in the guidance office. 

Trauma counselor comes to Saegertown

Ski Club off to a slow start this season
By Bailey Kozalla
STAFF WRITER

The new year brought unusually 
high winter temperatures to North-
western Pa.  This interfered with 
Mount Pleasant’s projected start 
date for the 2016 skiing and snow-
boarding season.  

Due to the unfavorable slope 
and weather conditions, Mount 
Pleasant of Edinboro was unable 
to open for school groups until Jan. 
13.  

Saegertown Ski Club is under 
the direction of Mr. Chris Levis, 
Mr. Brian Hanley, and Mr. Darrell 
Shields. The 29 elementary and 35 
high school skiers travel by bus to 
Mount Pleasant on Wednesdays 
from 4:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Levis and Hanley have been 
the ski club advisors for 15 years.  
“What I enjoy most is the kids.  I 
think it is awesome watching the 
two groups of students interact 
together.  I like the way the SHS 
students help out with the younger 
SES students and the younger stu-
dents look up to the older students 
as role models,” said Levis.

Students are eligible to partici-
pate in ski club when they are in 
fourth grade.  

Seventh grader Ripley Kinder-
vater has skied for three years 
in ski club and plans to continue 
until he graduates.  “Just being in 
the snow makes me feel alive,” he 
said. Sophomore Shannon Hat-
ton’s favorite activity during ski 
club is “when we’re inside and 

singing the campfire song.”
Unfortunately, Mount Pleasant 

is losing customers this year due to 
the undesirable weather.  

Season pass holders are down 
25 percent.  While this can be an 
issue, the number of participants 
within the fifteen school groups 
have had minimal change. Recent-
ly, Mount Pleasant was forced to 
use the snow guns which turn wa-
ter into snow for the slopes, using 
about 900,000 gallons in a 20-22 
hour period.

Owners Doug and Laura Sin-
sabaugh said, “We would like to 
thank the students for supporting 
us when it looked like we might 
not have a winter!” 

Club members will hit the slopes 
again on Feb. 3.

El Nino causes late start to winter 
By Caitlin Bieganski
OPINION EDITOR

Though winter months in the this 
area are typically accompanied by 
subzero temperatures, mountains of 
snow, and ice blanketed roads, we 
haven’t seen more than a few feet 
of snow this season. No, it’s not be-
cause of global warming or nuclear 
weapon testing. The sunshine and 
toasty temps were actually caused 
by a phenomenon called El Niño, the 
naturally occurring El Niño-South-
ern Oscillation (ENSO) cycle.

“El Niño refers to the large-scale 
ocean-atmosphere climate interac-
tion linked to a periodic warming in 
sea surface temperatures across the 
central and east-central Equatorial 
Pacific,” said science teacher Mr. 
Andrew Schmucker.

During this occurrence, the sur-
face temperature of the Eastern equa-
torial Pacific Ocean grows unusually 
warm, then cools. According to the 
NOAA’s (National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration) Climate 
Prediction Center, the temperature 
of these waters was a whopping 2.3 
degrees Celsius (36.14 degrees Fahr-

enheit) higher than average from 
October to December. Sweeping the 
country with highly unusual weather 
effects, this year’s El Niño may have 
topped the 1997-1998 one that previ-
ously held the record.

“It seemed there was a pretty good 
chance for a warmer than average 
winter,” said Schmucker. “Up until 
the last few weeks, that prediction 
has held up pretty well.”

The weather hiatus was a bless-
ing for some student drivers who’ve 
dealt with harsh winters in past 
years.

“Snow is pretty and everything, 
but I’m so happy I didn’t have to 
deal with so much of it this year, es-
pecially during my senior year. And 
last year was pretty bad, so this has 
been really nice,” said student driver 
Kaylee Luchansky. 

Now that winter has finally gone 
into full swing, though, some are 
grateful for its arrival. 

“The extremes tend to average 
out,” Schmucker explained, “I’m 
glad for cold weather since maybe 
we’ll get to go ice fishing soon.”

Juniors prepare for ‘new’ SAT in March
By Sydney Kightlinger 
DESIGN EDITOR 

Across the nation, high school 
juniors are preparing to set the new 
standard for the redesigned Scho-
lastic Aptitude Test (SAT) that will 
be administered for the first time 
on Saturday, March 5.

So how do the old and rede-
signed tests compare? First off, the 
new test is less expensive. Test tak-
ers will pay $43.00, while the old 
SAT was $54.50. In the past, the 
SAT was scored out of 2400, di-
vided into three sections: reading, 
mathematics, and writing.

The new SAT will be scored out 
of 1600, with the writing section 
becoming an optional essay that 
costs an additional $11.50. 

Moreover, the new SAT is de-
signed to line up better with the  
Common Core standards tested 
on the Keystone and PSSA tests; 
therefore, it  should technically be 
easier than the previously admin-
istered test because we should be 
more familiar with the testing for-
mat and types of questions. 

So what will be a good SAT 

score for the new test? A “good” 
score is relative to the college you 
want to attend. 

Previously, the Saegertown stu-
dent body had average composite 
score of 966.73 in the math and 
reading according to the Pennsyl-
vania School Performance Profile 
(SPP), so any score over 970 could 
be considered good; however, the 
national average was 1,010 last 
year (for the old SAT). 

For reference, Edinboro Uni-
versity has an average SAT Score 
of 933 for math and reading com-
bined. 

But those scores are based on a 
test that isn’t geared for Common 
Core, and a test for which free 
study materials weren’t readily 
available.

One of the major potential game 
changers for this redesigned test is 
that the Khan Academy has part-
nered with the College Board to 
provide all students equal resourc-
es. 

The days of potentially buying a 
better SAT score are gone due to 
these online tools which promise 

to level the playing field. Some of 
the juniors have set-up accounts 
with Khan during their English 
classes and taken the eight diag-
nostic quizzes that assign modules 
to strengthen the cracks in your 
knowledge. (This is comparable to 
Study Island).  

“I want a score of 1300 because 
I want to challenge myself, but set 
reasonable goals for myself. With 
my PSAT score that is possible, if 
I study. Khan Academy is helpful. 
I think it will be a challenge but it 
won’t be super hard because it is 
similar to the Keystones,” said ju-
nior Kaitlyn Walsh, one of many 
who will be taking the SAT in 
March.
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Seasonal blues return 
By Sydney Kightlinger 
DESIGN EDITOR 

For every inch of snow that lands 
and firmly encases the glorious 
green grass, I feel myself falling 
deeper and deeper into sluggish be-
havior. I find it hard to get up in the 
morning. I just want to stay in bed 
and binge watch “Gilmore Girls” on 
Netflix while eating an entire bag 
of veggie straws. I don’t really see 
the point in changing out of my pa-
jamas, and the thing is, I’m not the 
only one.

 “Now that winter has set in I feel 
exhausted and sluggish. I don’t want 
to do anything. It is too cold,” said 
freshman Cami Reynolds. Her class-
mate Kassie Boyd added, “I hate 
getting out of bed. I don’t leave my 
room. I wake up angry and immedi-
ately check Twitter, hoping for a two 
hour delay. I want to sleep a lot.” 
However, winter funk is not solely 
a Saegertown High School problem. 
This is a national epidemic. 

According to the Mayo Clinic, 
three million people in the United 
States suffer from Seasonal Affec-
tive Disorder (SAD), or seasonal 
depression, every year. Defined as 
“a type of depression that follows 
the seasons”, SAD normally sets 
in mid-autumn, when sunlight is 
starting to become sparse, and lasts 

until Spring. In most cases, you can 
self-diagnosis because symptoms 
include feelings of hopelessness and 
sadness, desire to sleep more than 
usual, craving foods that are starchy 
(those veggie straws) or sweet, 
and weight gain due to  decreased 
physical activity. In severe cases, 
thoughts of suicide may occur, and 
in those instances, you need to seek 
help from a qualified professional. 

In milder cases, however, there 
are a few simple ways to combat this 
gloom and doom mood. First, you 
need to make a plan, and that plan 
should involve leaving your house 
and putting on real pants. 

“I organize more people to peo-
ple time during the winter. I go on 
adventures with my mom or friends 
during the winter to keep me from 
sitting on the internet or having an 
anxiety attack,” said senior Kaylee 
Luchansky. Self-care is necessary 
year long, but especially during the 
winter months. Start with socializ-
ing.  I recommend getting a group of 
friends together and heading to the 
library, because I am sure there are 
a few “I’s” in the grade book due to 
binge watching Netflix. Socializing 
is important in fighting those feel-
ings of hopelessness and sadness 
because having meaningful interac-
tion with other people releases en-
dorphins, those feel good chemicals. 

Exercise is the next check box to 
fill. It is vital in maintaining hope 
because it also releases endorphins, 
and counterbalances that bag of veg-
gie straws. As a Saegertown student, 
you have access to our cardio room, 
so during tutorial throw on some 
sweats and jog for twenty minutes. 
But if that isn’t your style, head out-
side. 

Do you want to build a snowman? 
Great, I do too. So let’s bundle up 
like we did in kindergarten. This 
light physical activity not only fills 
our exercise requirement, but also 
hits the last checkbox too. While 
suffering from SAD, take advantage 
of the little sunlight available. Many 
doctors believe a primary cause of  
SAD is lack of sunlight. I know in 
Northwestern Pa. sunlight is scarce 
from around Nov.-April, but we still 
get some light around noon, so next 
Saturday after lunch, or breakfast 
depending on when you wake up, 
head outside and make some snow 
angels. 

Ultimately, remember you aren’t 
alone in this seasonal funk. We are 
all a little grumpy around this time 
of year. However, if you are feeling 
particularly depressed and can’t get 
through the day, go to a teacher you 
trust or the guidance office. Never 
be afraid to seek help.

The White House race is on
Kaitlyn Walsh and Jackie 
Galford 
STAFF WRITER AND FEATURES EDITOR

With the primary elections quick-
ly approaching, people are beginning 
to question who would represent our 
country the best. Citizens from 18 to 
98 are registering to vote in the up-
coming primary elections, and the 
country is preparing itself for what 
is to come. 

Some states, such as Pennsyl-
vania, will host primary elections. 
While others, such as Colorado, will 
host caucuses. The difference being 
the secrecy of your vote. In a caucus, 
you will discuss with a group which 
candidate will serve you the best. 
Primaries are private elections where 
you cast your vote in the form of a 
ballot. Either way your state decides 
to do it, your vote will always count. 

Saegertown seniors are also gear-
ing up for the 2016 elections. “I 
think voting is a privilege for Ameri-
cans. It’s a way for us to decide how 

our country runs. Some of the can-
didates will be well-suited, but oth-
ers I’m hesitant about,” said senior 
Emily Morris. Students also said that 
their votes will matter in this year’s 
election. 

Recently a school-wide poll re-
vealed that 41 percent of students in 
all grades support Donald Trump. 
However, Hillary Clinton is winning 
in the real polls at 54 percent.

“I think the candidates are all pret-
ty good, with some more than oth-
ers,” said senior Lexi Rockwell. 

The wide range of opinions all 
come together to build our govern-
ment, and to establish a leader that 
will be beneficial for our country. 
Whoever is chosen, it is assured that 
they will do the best they can to suc-
ceed. 

Pennsylvania’s primary election 
will take place on April 26, so be 
sure to register to vote if you are 18 
or older.

Seniors, are you registered?
By Garrett Johnston
 EDITOR IN CHIEF

As more seniors turn 18, there are 
a couple of things they need to think 
about doing. The first thing is regis-
tering for Selective Service. 

All male citizens are required to 
register within 30 days of their eigh-
teenth birthday. If a person does not 
register within that 30 days, then he 
is technically in violation of the law, 
but late registrations will be accept-
ed all the way up to the twenty-sixth 
birthday. 

Failure to register can result in a 
fine of up to $250,000 or a prison 
term of up to five years or a combi-
nation of both. 

Another convincing reason to 
register other than the fact that it is 
the law, is that registering can keep 
a person eligible for certain college 
loans.

“I don’t know how to register,” 
said senior Jesse Beers. He is not 
alone in that respect, as several of 
the seniors that were asked did not 
know how to register. Registering is 
as easy as following directions. Just 
visit the Selective Service website at 
sss.gov and follow the directions. 

The registration process Online 
is very quick; a person can be regis-
tered in just a couple of minutes by 
providing the personal information 
required. “Even though we probably 
won’t need it, it’s necessary we have 
it,” said senior Luke Smith. 

Selective service is only used in 
the time of war when there is a draft 
which makes the odds of having 
to use it very slim since the United 
States is not in an active war against 
another nation.

Beyond Selective Service, it is 
also important to register to vote.

With the presidential election right 
around the corner, anyone who turns 
18 before November should register. 
Government teacher Mrs. Dee Hen-
ry has all the required paperwork for 
voter registration, and any interested 
student can see her for help.

“I think everyone should go out 
and vote, but it should be an educat-
ed vote,” said Beers. 

As the election date draws near, 
all candidates are campaigning and 
participating in debates so people 
can hear their ideas. That is how ev-
eryone can learn about the presiden-
tial candidate they like the most and 
make informed decisions. 

As graduation draws closer for 
the Class of 2016, it is important for 
the seniors to take care of business. 
Register to vote. Register for Selec-
tive Service. 

These things are your civic duty. 

By Cy Van Cise
STAFF WRITER

A new electric sign has been 
placed in front Saegertown Jr. Sr. 
High School. 

It was installed over Christmas 
break. “The purpose of the sign is to 
advertise school events,” said Princi-
pal Tom Baker. “I decide what will 
be put on it, but it’s things like senior 
project night and school cancella-
tions, stuff like that.” 

According to Baker, the sign was 
provided free to the district through 
the Pennsylvania Safe Schools and 

Healthy Students Partnership, which 
works to make schools better for stu-
dents and staff. 

“All we did was dig the ditch,” 
said custodian Chris Brocious. 
“The grant people did the rest.” 
Saegertown was the last school 
in the district to receive one of the 
grant-provided signs.

 The sign is programmed by office 
secretary Sondra Hunter. “It’s not 
that hard to program. It runs off a 
PowerPoint,” said Hunter. 

In the future, lights will be added 
to the top of the sign to make it more 
visible. 

New sign shines at Saegertown High

WYATT FLEISCHER/SHS
New digital sign was purchased through the Safe School Healthy Student Grant
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The untold stories behind some unusual names
By Cutter’b Pritchard 
STAFF WRITER 

It’s a fact. People with weird 
names have to live with them for 
the rest of their lives. As for me, 
I have to deal with every person 
telling me they love my name. 

My father wanted to name me 
after the Steve McQueen movie 
“Bullitt,” but my mother would 
not allow that to happen. “It 
would be a not so pleasant kin-
dergarten experience,” she said. 

One night my father and broth-
er were in the car driving around 
when they noticed the road sign: 
Cutter. 

My brother noticed the sign 
because on his high school bas-
ketball team they had a play with 
the same name. My dad said he 
had, “a lightbulb idea,” for he 
immediately pulled the car over 
to the side of the road and called 
my mom. 

He told her that he had a crazy 
idea for a name, and my grand-
mother could be heard in the 
background bickering about my 
father’s past ideas.

 But when he said Cutter there 

was only si-
lence; this 
pause from 
the other 
line meant 
only one 
thing, that 
this was 
the perfect 
name.

 My 
g r e a t - g r a n d -
mother had grown up on Cutter 
Road which gave the name a sig-
nificant meaning to the family. 
But my dad still wanted his own 
“little victory” as he put it, so 
he added a ‘b’ on the end of the 
name for Bullitt. There you have 
it, Cutter’b Pritchard. 

 And I am not the only 
one with an unusual name. For 
example, seventh grader Haiku 
Peters, doesn’t have a normal 
name by any standards. 

“My grandfather was Japanese, 
and my mother’s favorite type of 
poem is a haiku,” Haiku said.

 Not only did this make for a 
name that would be remembered 
for its weirdness, but it was also 
a name that her mother loved. 

Her father 
had different 
ideas, how-
ever. 

“My fa-
ther wanted 
to name me 
Woodburn. 
It was the 
name of the 
hospital in 
West Virgin-
ia where I was born.” 

Even though people often love 
weird names, Haiku said, “I don’t 
really like my name because peo-
ple always question how to say it. 
My own aunt doesn’t even know 
how to pronounce it.”  

Another student at Saegertown 
who has a weird name is Foxx 
Mook. 

Foxx said, “my name came 
from “The X Files,” where a 
character’s name is Fox, and it 
also came from the brand Foxx, 
that is primarily known for mak-
ing motocross gear. 

My parents are really big 
fans of the show and the sport.” 
Foxx’s name is a good combina-
tion of the two ideas. He said, “I 

have two ‘x’s 
in Foxx be-
cause there 
is one ‘x’ 
for the show 
and another 
for the sport. 
It makes it 
unique.”  
Foxx said 
that if he 
had to change 
his name, he would change it 
to “Max” because he says he 
“looks like one.” But he wouldn’t 
change his name to anything dif-
ferent because, according to him, 
his name is “universally loved.” 

A name is supposed to mean 
something. Now make that name 
extraordinary and see how much 
more it means. 

Weird names aren’t meant to 
be laughed at; they’re weird for 
a reason, and that reason is to be 
different. Being your own indi-
vidual creates an identity around 
you, and that identity all starts 
with the name that fits.

Let’s be honest here: How often do you Google yourself? 
By Kaity Gage
MARKETING DIRECTOR

In the United States more than 
56 percent of people have Goo-
gled themselves according to a 
2013 PEW research study. Here 
at Saegertown High School, 70 
percent of students surveyed 
have Googled themselves at 
some point in their lifetime. 

Googling yourself has become 
a quick and interesting way to 
find out what the world can see 
and learn about you. While most 
people just find their social me-
dia accounts or a few pictures 
that they were tagged in, others 
find some odd things that defi-
nitely don’t represent them in 
any way.

Sophomore Dominic Steiger 
found that when he Googles his 
name, “Dominick the Italian 
Christmas Donkey” appears on 
the screen. “My parents play it 
every year at Christmas just to 
annoy me because they know 

I don’t like it,” Steiger said. 
The video, “Dominick the Ital-
ian Christmas Donkey,” was 

made in 1960 by Richard Allen, 
Sam Saltzberg, and Lou Mon-
te. Freshman Charlie Johnson 

saw that when his name is Goo-
gled, Charles Edward “Charlie” 
Johnson comes onto the screen. 
Charles Edward Johnson is an 
American football guard. He was 
drafted in the sixth round by the 
Indianapolis Colts in 2006. Sae-
gertown’s Charlie Johnson said, 
“Well, I’m not a famous football 
player, so I don’t think it was 
me.”

Other students at Saegertown 
High School, such as eighth 
grader Abby Passilla, find pretty 
much what they expected. “All I 
found were old pictures and my 
social media accounts,” Pasilla 
said.

Thanks to the Google search 
engine, people are able to find 
what is on the Internet about 
them. Next time you wonder 
what people can see about your 
name, take a moment and Goo-
gle yourself. 

And if you find something 
strange, email me at kagage@
psdmail.org.

KAITY GAGE/SHS
Dominic Steiger points to an image of  Dominick the Italian Donkey.

Pritchard Mook Peters
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Athlete of the Issue 
Male Female

Wrestling
Sophomore wrestler Cody 
Mulligan has grappled his 
way to be the undisputed 
athlete of the issue. Mulligan 
has managed to finish highly 
in all of the tournaments 
thus far. His successes have 
given him a seventh place 
finish at the Walsh Jesuit 
Ironman tournament, a fifth 
place at the Powerade Tour-
nament, and a first place 
achievement at the Tool City 
Tournament. Mulligan has 
a 9-0 record in the region. 
Mulligan said, “I would like 
to thank the coaching staff 
for teaching me new tech-
niques and perfecting my 
form.”

Basketball
Senior Lauren Posego leapt 
her way to the athlete of the 
issue. She has capitalized 
on her experience on the 
basketball court to lead her 
team to a 5-5 record, and 
5-0 record in the region. 
She leads the Lady Panthers 
with a 14 point average.
The Maplewood girls head 
basketball coach, Kyle 
Krepps, described Posego to 
the Meadville Tribune as an 
“All American” in the 47-42 
win over the Lady Tigers. 
The Lady Panthers are 5-1 in 
the region thus far. Posego 
would like to thank her fam-
ily and squad for helping her 
reach this point.

Cody Mulligan Lauren Posego 

For all the latest 
sports news and 

updates follow us 
@PantherPressSHS

Wrestlers continue on the road to success
By Paige Coon and Kassidy 
Trace, 
STAFF WRITERS

The Saegertown Wrestling team 
is back at it again. With the season 
about half way over, the team is 
working harder than ever. 

“We have some wrestlers placing 
in major competitions,” said assis-
tant coach Pat Bradshaw. 

It takes a lot to have a successful 
wrestling team. “Not only do you 
need a full line up, but you need ded-
ication,” said Mr. Bradshaw.

 The team, now 7-6, has a very 
good chance at competing at states 
in Hershey, Pa. on March 10-12. 

“If we can keep the wrestlers in 
the right weight, injury free, and 
healthy, I think we can take anoth-

er run at the state tournament,” said 
Bradshaw.  

With hopes of going to states, the 
team is working as hard as they can.

 “In the sport of wrestling there is 
no one that can help you but your-
self,” said  Mr. Bradshaw. 

They are training mornings and 
nights working on technique and 
strength. “I have been working on 
my techniques,” said senior Dan 
Simmerman who wrestles in the 
weight class 145. 

“We run laps and do a lot of 
stretch drills before practice,” said 
junior Jude Mattocks who wrestles 
at 138.

The team will be in action again at 
Corry High School on Feb. 1. 

You can follow all the action on 
Twitter @PantherPressSHS.

Junior Panthers 
grind for 

post season

By Nick Bradley
WEBSITE EDITOR 

The junior high wrestling team is 
full of hard work and determination 
this season. The boys managed to 
earn a 23-2 record this season while 
overcoming some obstacles. 

Eighth grader Kenny Kiser said, 
“Half our team is new this year and 
I didn’t expect them to be doing as 
well as they are right now.”

 Although the team has acquired 
new wrestlers, the work ethic of the 
boys has not changed. 

“Getting through a practice is hard 
because it is intense. Our practices 
consist of warm ups, splitting up in 
groups, working on technique, and 
then live practice,” said Kiser. 

These practices prepare the boys 
for difficult matches such as their 
match against Fort Leboeuf. 

Head Coach Sean Byham said, “I 
would like to end the season with 
four state medals, and every kid on 
our team hungry and excited to put 
the work in this summer so each in-
dividual can reach his potential in 
their wrestling careers and contrib-
ute to make the Saegertown wres-
tling program great.”

Their next match is Feb. 1 at Cor-
ry.

Young Panthers looking for chemistry 
By Cutter’b Pritchard
 STAFF WRITER

The junior high boys basketball 
team is striving for greatness, but the 
boys have only won a single game 
this season. 

The Panthers have a new head 
coach, Brandt Fuller, who took over 
from Terry Deane, after coaching 
the elementary team. Deane retired 
after four years to be with his family. 

Fuller is a worship pastor for New 
Beginnings Church of God and 
coaches boys basketball in his spare 
time. 

Ryan Sherry, freshman captain 
said, “We aren’t as good as we could 
be.” He feels that the team has been 
out of sync since the beginning of 
the season having an overall record 
of 1-12 as of press time. 

Sherry said this has been due to a 
lack of performance in high stakes 
situations. They lost 23-27 to rival 

school Conneaut Valley on Jan 12. 
Sherry described the game as, ”an 
inability to execute.”

Freshman captain, Raef Rhoad-
es said, “the chemistry of our team 
and lack of experience has taken 
a toll on the expectations the team 
has for ourselves.” He also said, “Its 
a matter of confidence. The more 
confident we are the more ability 
that will come out in us. We haven’t 
been confident; therefore, we hav-
en’t been able to execute.”

The team has changed much from 
last year due to losses from fresh-
man Will Phelan, and Eli Draa. 
Who were called up to play on the 
big court with the varsity team.

“We need more focus in the areas 
of leadership, chemistry, and confi-
dence,” said Rhoades.  

Their next game is Monday, Feb. 
1 at home against Meadville. 
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Vath continues to dominate
By Paige Coon and Kassidy 
Trace
STAFF WRITERS

It’s not very often you hear of a 
girl on the high school wrestling 
team, but sophomore Lexie Vath is 
not your everyday average teenage 
girl. 

Vath’s record is currently 5-3. She 
is working hard and pushing herself 
to learn the art of wrestling. 

Besides the challenge of learning 
to wrestle itself, Vath is on an all boy 
team. “They’ve accepted me, and I 
really appreciate it,” said Vath. 

So far, Vath shared that she en-
joys learning and understanding new 
wrestling strategies. 

She is working hard just like ev-
erybody else on the team. “With 
much time and dedication I believe 
Lexie has a bright future both on and 
off the mat, ” said Coach Bradshaw.

 People might think wrestling is 
just a sport for boys, but Vath actual-
ly helps the boys push themselves to 
keep up with her. “Wrestling is hard 
for any beginner,” said Mr. Brad-
shaw. 

All genders aside wrestling is just 
generally a tough sport. You con-
stantly need to be pushing yourself 
to be better. It takes time and ded-

ication to be a 
great wrestler. 

A c c o r d i n g 
to Bradshaw, 
“Her effort 
helps keep the 
boys in our 
room in check.” 

Vath push-
es the team 
to be the best 
they can be 
and to work 
hard. She always shows up at prac-
tices ready to give it her all. 

Vath is not the only girl to ever 
wrestle on the Saegertown high 
school team. Coach Jim Mulligan 
has coached and worked with a cou-
ple females throughout his years as a 
coach at Saegertown. 

Other local schools have also had 
girls stepping up to the mat starting 
a new trend. Conneaut Area Senior 
High School varsity wrestling team 
has a girl named Raven Magrino 
who is also seeing success on the 
mat. 

These ladies are proving the ste-
reotype wrong showing that anyone 
can wrestle. 

Nothing is stopping Vath from 
making her first year as a wrestler a 
success.

      Lexie Vath 

By Payton Brooks 
STAFF WRITER

Last year, the Panther bowling 
team went undefeated until the 
championship round. This season, 
they are predicted to win it.

The team includes eighth grad-
er Nick Archacki, freshmen Kylee 
Higby and Austin Bedow, sopho-
more Michael Costello, and juniors 
Jake Sada and Ricky Kanline. 

These six athletes display their 
abilities at the matches and every 
Tuesday and Thursday night at prac-
tice. And with the drop of every pin, 
they are one step closer to their goal.

The team has yet to lose this year 
as of press time, which paves a clear 
lane for them to gain the region title. 

For the past two years, they have 
made it to the championship only to 
come in second. This year, howev-
er, a promising young bowler may 
change that.

Bowling prodigy Nick Archacki 
beat the previous series record for 
Crawford County on Jan. 2, 2016. 
The score before his was 795, and 
he rolled past that with a striking 
802 out of a possible 900. This was 
not for the team, but for his personal 
league. 

While this is not his only achieve-

ment, it is a recent and noteworthy 
one.  

Higby said, “I’m very happy for 
him. He’s worked very hard to get 
where he’s at, and he deserves every 
bit of that 800 series.”

 While Archacki often 
breaks barriers, he is not alone. 
Costello and Higby went with him 
to the Pepsi State Finals last year to 
compete with the best bowlers of 
their respective ages and genders 
in Pennsylvania. Costello is hap-
py with the team because they are 

in first place, and Higby described 
this season as “a lot better than last 
year.”  

Shortly after practices began, a 
new member, Jake Sada, joined the 
Panther bowlers. He was influenced 
by the other bowlers to participate 
and said he is excited to be on the 
team. 

Their next match is Thursday, 
Feb. 8 at Seneca Lanes, starting at 
6:00 p.m.

Currently undefeated bowlers prepared to strike

PAYTON BROOKS/SHS
From left to right: Ricky Kanline, Jake Sada, Micheal Costello, Kylee Higby, Austin 
Bedow, and Nick Archacki. There next match is Feb. 8 at Seneca Lanes.  

Lady Panthers rolling in the Region
By Nick Bradley
WEBSITE EDITOR 

The Saegertown girls basketball 
team has battled their way to the top 
of the region this season. 

With impressive  7-2 record in Re-
gion 3, the Lady Panthers are domi-
nating the local teams. 

The Panthers have had major up-
sets against teams like the towering 
Cambridge Springs Blue Devils, and 
the sizable Maplewood Tigers.

 Sophomore Haley Hess said, 
“Passing, stealing, and foul shooting 
is working well for our team.”

Even though the Lady Panthers 
are on a roll, there have still been 
a few hiccups along the way. Head 
coach Steve Scott said, “I know we 
needed to go and defend the three 
point shot better, and the girls are 
doing a better job now.” 

Throughout the season, the girls 

have accomplished many feats. 
They have beat sister schools Ma-

plewood and Cambridge Springs; 
however, Maile Chang said only 
losing one region game mid-season 
was their  biggest accomplishment 
thus far.

The senior leadership have differ-
ent goals to finish out their season. 

Athlete of the Issue Lauren Posego 
said, “We need to work together, not 
get down on ourselves and keep each 
other’s heads up.” Hopes of keeping 
their heads in the game will open 
more playoff opportunities. 

Coach Steve Scott said, “I feel 
like we could win [the region], but it 
depends on how we shoot the ball.” 
Monday the ladies will face the Ma-
plewood Tigers at home. The game 
begins at 7 p.m.  Follow @Panther-
PressSHS on Twitter for full cover-
age of the Lady Panthers. 

Boys basketball team sets sights on playoffs
By Zach Posego
WEBSITE EDITOR

Thus far, the Panthers varsity bas-
ketball team has leapt out with a suc-
cessful 11-6 record overall and a 7-2 
record in the Region, losing only to 
Cochranton and Cambridge. 

“We came, we saw, we tried, and 
we lost, I surely hope we do better,” 
said Coach Greg Molnar after their 
44-32 loss to Cambridge on Jan. 19. 

“The season hasn’t gone as well 
as it might have, we should have 
won most games that we have lost,” 
Coach Molnar said. 

The team has, however, pulled 
off some impressive victories so far 
such as their 48-34 win over Erie 
First Christian Academy on January 
15 and the upset of Cochranton on 
Jan. 22 . 

“I thought (the Erie First Christian 
Academy game) was a big win for us 

because we weren’t expected to win 
it,” said junior Alan McGill.

The Panthers’ have big goals in 
mind for the coming weeks and hope 
to improve their game. 

“The first goal,” said Coach Mol-
nar, “is to qualify for the playoffs. 
The second goal is to win the region, 
and the third goal is to win a playoff 
game.” 

Tonight, the Panthers will take on 
the Youngsville Eagles at home at 7 
p.m. 

Coach Molnar said, “We are in 
second place. It will  be really im-
portant for us to not have a letdown 
on any game from here on out.”

He also encouraged the fans to 
come out and support the team. 

You can follow the action on 
Twitter @PantherPressSHS or @
shsboysbball to stay up to date on the 
latest information.

PAIGE COON/SHS
Peter Mattocks shooting from the 
line on the Jan. 19 game against 
Cambridge. 
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All star cast makes audiences want to Ride Along
By Ben Haylett
BROADCAST

Car chases, explosions, gun 
fights, and a lot of comedy are found 
throughout “Ride Along 2.”

Great action scenes keep you on 
the edge of your seat. Well choreo-
graphed gunfights, and suspenseful 
moments give the movie a good 
pace that keeps the plot moving for-
ward. A car chase towards the mid-
dle of the movie is one of the highest 
points of the film. “Ride Along 2” 
does away with the traditional chase, 
and substitutes it for something that 
more resembles “Grand Theft Auto” 
than real life.

Interspersed between these action 
scenes are moments of pure comedy. 
Kevin Hart and Ice Cube play off 
each other perfectly. 

Ice Cube’s harshness is balanced 

out by Kevin Hart’s off the wall 
comedy style that causes laughter 
that will stay with you when you 
leave the theater. 

To separate this sequel from the 
first movie, Ken Jeong is added to 
the all-star cast. While towards the 
beginning of the movie he feels 
thrown in, he later becomes a pivotal 
character.

The biggest criticism I have for 
“Ride Along 2” is that it isn’t a very 
good family-oriented film. Lan-
guage problems and scantily clad 
women appear more times than you 
can count. While these don’t take 
away from the overall story, they 
sometimes feel forced, and don’t 
push the plot along.

Overall, “Ride Along 2” was a 
funny movie that is perfect for an 
age-appropriate audience to see.

Flickering lights, footsteps, and a ghost oh my
By Paige Coon and Kassidy 
Trace
STAFF WRITERS

“I hear noises like footsteps. I 
would be playing the piano in the 
auditorium, and I would start to hear 
noises. So, I would stop playing and 
the noise would go away. I would 
continue to play, thinking it was the 
piano, but I know there was some-
thing there,” said music teacher Mrs. 
Susan James. 

Many people claim they hear un-
explainable footsteps, see flickering 
lights, and their belongings being 
moved. 

The only explanation for all of the 
strange things happening in the audi-
torium is a ghost. 

The ghost has a couple of names 
such as George and Charlie. Most 
people say that they think that the 
ghost is not here to hurt anyone, but 
to just play pranks and creep every-
one out. 

“One night around eleven o’clock, 
I was standing by the auditorium 
doors and all of a sudden the doors 
began to shake as if someone was 
locked in there trying to get out,” 
said custodian Bill Proper. 

“When it stopped I knocked on the 
door and it started shaking again, but 
when I opened the door no one was 
in there.” 

This is just another one of the un-
explainable activities happening in 
the auditorium. “It was crazy,” said 
Proper.  

Senior Colten Burdick and his 

friends performed a seance in the 
auditorium last year. A seance is a 
meeting where people attempt to 
contact the dead. 

They used a pendulum to aid them 
in  communicating with the ghost. 
If the pendulum swung one way, 
it was answering yes and the other 
way was no. 

Then Burdick and his friends 
asked it a series of questions. One 
question was are there more then one 
of you    they answered yes. Another 
question was did something happen 
to you on these grounds the spirit an-
swered yes. 

During the seance, they com-
municated  with a female spirit. “I 
don’t think its mean, it hasn’t tried to 
cause any harm,” said Burdick. 

The ghost frequently appears in 
the background of pictures taken in 
the auditorium. 

The most recent picture with the 
ghost in it is from the Holiday Talent 
Show. Orbs were spotted next to the 
people performing in the digitally 
developed photos. While the ghost  
manifests as a bright white orb nor-
mally, sometimes it materializes as a 
face.

“A while ago my daughter and her 
friends were sitting in the auditorium 
out in the audience, and they took a 
picture and in the background there 
was a scary looking face,” said Mrs. 
James.“Some people aren’t believ-
ers, but I am.” 

Some will say that it is just be-
cause the school is old, or that all 

believers are paranoid. 
Whether you are a believer or not, 

strange things keep happening, and 
there is no explanation. 

Next time you walk into the audi-
torium by yourself just remember, 
you’re not alone.

SYDNEY KIGHTLINGER/SHS
A white orb was spotted on a digital-
ly developed photo from the Talent 
Show.

By Scout Van Cise
STAFF WRITER

No doubt about it, 2016 is a sad 
year in the music industry.  

Pop listeners everywhere knew it 
wasn’t a “Good Thing” when Sam 
Smith announced his break from 
fame, but Smith is “Not The Only 
One”. 

On Dec. 13, Ed Sheeran was 
“Thinking Out Loud” on Twitter and 
Instagram when he announced he 
would be taking a break until next 
fall, but he informed fans that this is 
just a “Small Bump” in his career, 
explaining  his third album is on its 
way.  

Sheeran’s close friend, Tay-

lor Swift, has also recently made 
a “Fearless” decision to leave an 
indefinitely “Blank Space” in her 
career after just finishing the 1989 
World Tour.

 One Direction just finished tour-
ing as well, and concluded that 2016 
would be the “Perfect” year to take 
a break from being “Up All Night” 
making music. 

Although fans are devastated, they 
know they have “No Control” over 
the musical hiatus.  

Sophomore Stefanie Arblaster ad-
mits that she cried when she heard 
about One Direction. 

Assistant Principal Phil Young , a 
Swiftie, was shocked to hear about 
Taylor Swift’s musical absence this 

year, but he’s trying to “Shake it 
Off.” 

“After her 1989 World Tour, I feel 
like she deserves a break,” Young 
said.. 

Some fans still “Don’t” believe 
that their favorite artists are taking a 
break.  Freshman Mylena Hernandez 
was shocked and outraged when she 
saw Ed Sheeran’s post on Instagram.  

Though Sam Smith is relatively 
new to the music business, fans are 
still asking for him to “Show a Little 
Mercy” and continue to make music. 

 “Everything Has Changed” for 
music this year, but hopefully “All 
of the Stars” will return to making 
music soon.

Popular musicians take a break in 2016

Most anticipated films of 2016
By Jacob Perrett
BROADCAST

After the Star Wars franchise 
reboot left audiences in shock and 
awe, I left the theater with high 
hopes for some good cinema in 
2016. As a movie lover and mak-
er, I was tickled to see some of the 
ambitious titles and trailers we can 
expect to see come to the big screen 
this year. 

Comic book lovers rejoice! 2016 
might be known as the year of capes 
and tights as the long anticipated 
sequel to Zack Synder’s “Man of 
Steel” will be scheduled to debut 
this March, fittingly titled “Batman 
v. Superman: Dawn of Justice.” The 
iconic duo will test their god-like 
abilities in an epic superhero beat 
down accompanied by an introduc-
tion of new comic book characters, 
including Wonder Woman. 

Along with this superhero flick, 
we will see stories like “Deadpool,” 
“Captain America: Civil War,” 
“Suicide Squad,” and “X-Men 
Apocalypse” make their red carpet 
debuts in theaters all over the world. 

On the other spectrum, titles like 
“Kung Fu Panda 3” and “Ice Age: 
Collision Course” will bring a much 
more family friendly picture to au-
diences. The critically acclaimed 
“Finding Nemo” will be continued 
with “Finding Dory,” which will 
be released this June. The story is a 
sequel to the last segment of the sto-
ry, this time focusing on the misad-
ventures of the secondary character 
from the original film, the blue fish 
Dory. Whether Bruce the shark will 
make an appearance has yet to be 
announced. 

With all possibilities 2016 has to 
offer, it is sure to be an exciting year 
in the film industry.

WWW.YOUTUBE.COM
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Eighth graders “do si do” in PA State Farm Show
By Kaitlyn Kozalla and 
Aurora Philips 
JUNIOR HIGH STAFF

On Jan. 11, eighth graders Emi-
ly Barr, Nathan Barner, Marli Mc-
Gowan, and Samuel Shelenberger 
participated in the Pennsylvania 
State Farm Show square dancing 
competition as members of the Wild 
Country Dancers. 

Days before the competition, they 
all were very confident, and not ner-
vous at all. “It’s all about having 
fun,” said Barr.

Most of these students had expe-
rience from previous competitions. 
Barr and Barner have competed for 
two years, Shelenberger has com-
peted for three years, and McGowan 
just experienced her first year and 
enjoyed the competition. 

“I mostly enjoy all the different 
music you can dance to, and all 

the new people you can meet be-
cause you will never have the same 
square,” Shelenberger said. 

When the dancing ended, they all 
received blue ribbons for their per-
formance. 

They carried great confidence 
with them, as they all believed they 
had a chance at winning. 

For more local coverage of the PA 
Farm Show, visit thepantherpress.
com.

Real life science: Route 322 washout in Cochranton
By Lauren Haylett 
JUNIOR HIGH STAFF

Northwestern Pa. has been feel-
ing the wrath of Mother Nature in 
the past few months.  In December, 
when snow was scarce, rain fell 
heavily. 

This rainfall caused massive run-
off and washed out a part of highway 
322. 

On Sunday, Dec. 27 of last year, a 
section of  Route 322 collapsed due 
to water erosion from the extreme 
rainfall. 

“So much water carried the soil 
away and the pavement on top gave 
way,” said eighth grade science 
teacher Mrs. Brenda Dillaman. 

 “In this case, gradual, consis-
tent erosion occurred. That happens 
when you have a steep terrain with a 
road up against it.  Great care needs 
to be taken to make sure the road 
doesn’t wash out,” said assistant 
principal Mr. Phil Young. 

When the dirt supporting the road 
washed away, the sediment left be-
hind a hole 120 feet long and 30 feet 
deep. This erosion caused damage, 
but no injuries occurred according to 
PennDOT.

The section of the roadway, which 
just reopened on Jan. 26,  was closed 
from the Hart road and North Street 
intersection in Cochranton to the in-
tersection of Route 322 and 173 in 
Wayne Township. 

An average of 2,000 cars and 
trucks that use 322 daily followed a 
detour around the washed out area.  
The detour uses Routes 173, 19, and 
285.

Road washouts are actually a 
common occurrence in Crawford 
County. 

Mr. Young said, “Yeah, they are 
quite common in Pennsylvania, New 
York, and West Virginia.”  

On average, sinkholes and road 
erosion occur once or twice per year 
on minor roads.  “They are more 
common than you’d think; they just 
happen on the backroads.  We hear 
about road washouts in the news on 
major roads at least once every one 
or two years.” 

Chorus through a young person’s eyes
By Morgan Murphy
JUNIOR HIGH STAFF

Saegertown offers multiple music 
programs, and the current director, 
Mrs. Susan James, has been instruct-
ing and inspiring chorus members 
and chamber singers for the past 30 
years. 

Depending on your age and apti-
tude, adding the arts to your curric-
ulum could put you in one of three 
places: junior high chorus, senior 
high chorus, or chamber singers. 

Seventh grader Jane Hetrick, alto, 
was quite eager to join chorus, “Just 
growing up, I have always loved to 
sing. I love whenever we are warm-
ing up and all of the voices meet up.” 

Hetrick was personally inspired to 
incorporate her talent into her every-
day life by the Disney movie “The 
Little Mermaid.” 

This young and aspiring musician 
plans to continue to engage in chorus 
and perhaps join the chamber singers 
someday. 

Senior Garrett Johnston has been a 
part of the bass section in the senior 
high chorus for five of the six years 
he has been in high school.  

His personal favorite memory 

of chorus was a field trip the group 
had taken to see the performance 
of “War Horse.” Johnston recom-
mends that all students join chorus. 
“It is fun, and Mrs. James is fun to 
be around!”  

The chamber singers are an 
elite vocal group who are selected 
through an audition process. 

Junior Cutter’b Pritchard is part of 
this assembly of singers, more spe-
cifically, part of the tenor section. 

Pritchard has been in chamber 
singers for two years. He chose to 
audition after his freshman year be-
cause he was simply inspired by his 
passion for singing. 

“I started singing in fifth grade, 
and no one else wanted to join cho-
rus,” Pritchard said. He plans on 
using the opportunities he has been 
given to pursue his dreams. “I want 
to be in a band and touch the hearts 
of the people.” 

No matter how talented or untal-
ented you think you are, everyone 
should take a chance and add one of 
these programs to their school life.

As philosopher Thomas Aquinas 
wrote: “Music is the exaltation of 
the mind derived from things eternal, 
bursting forth in sound.”

AURORA PHILIPS/SHS
Eighth graders Sam Shelenberger, Marli McGowan, Emily Barr, and Nathan Barner 
compitivey square dance on Jan. 11 in Harrisburg. For more visit www.panther-
press.com
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Baker brings the chill to SHS
By Hannah Draa 
STAFF WRITER

As the first semester of the school 
year has come to an end, members of 
the SHS family have noticed chang-
es around the school that have to do 
with new principal, Tom Baker.

 “Everything has been a lot more 
chill. He enforces rules, but he 
doesn’t make it a huge deal,” said 
senior Katie Loyd. Loyd is vice pres-
ident of the Student Council at Sae-
gertown, and she is very impressed 
with Mr. Baker. 

“He made it a goal to get to know 
us, and I think that’s really great,” 
said Loyd. 

Students along with faculty mem-
bers enjoy the fact that Mr. Baker 
seems to just go with the flow. 

“Everyone is getting into the flow 
of things. He’s learning his way 
around and he’s starting to get the 
students down pat,” said office sec-
retary Mrs. Sondra Hunter. 

Mr. Baker does agree that things 
have indeed started to settle down, 
and he also believes that it is a good 
thing. 

“It’s good. I don’t want people to 
think that they can’t come and talk to 
me,” said Mr. Baker. 

He may not be completely differ-
ent from previous administrators, 
but he certainly has special charac-
teristics that make him stand out. 

“I know how he’s different. He 
takes the time to step into your room 
and talk to you. He values your opin-
ion,” said social studies teacher Mrs. 
Kim Schaffner. 

Students are also becoming more 
familiar with Mr. Baker because he 
walks the halls throughout the day.

“I like that we see him in the halls 
everyday. I think it affects disci-
pline,” said Mrs. Schaffner. Many 
agree that he is making his presence 
known, and students are more aware 
of their actions knowing that their 
principal may be wandering nearby. 

While the school has been settling 
down, some even think that there 
has been a noticeable decrease in be-
havior and discipline problems. “It’s 
definitely gone down from what it 
used to be,” said secretary Mrs. Deb-
bie Chaney. 

No major changes have been 
made, so it is simply the charisma 
that Baker has that has the students 
warming up to him. 

“He wanted to see how things are 
done and what was working and 
what wasn’t,” said Hunter. 

Even though no rules have been 
changed, students would agree that 
certain ones such as dress code have 
indeed been more relaxed. 

When it comes to future changes, 
Mr. Baker said, “I don’t really know 
yet. I won’t know until this summer 
when I sit and look back on things.”

HANNAH DRAA/SHS

Gravel turns to ice at lower parking lot
By Rachel Barner
 STAFF WRITER

January is upon us, and we all 
know what that means: bitter cold, 
ice,  inches upon inches of snow,  
and drivers who hate driving in this.

At our high school, many of last 
year’s drivers have moved to the 
paved upper lot, while new drivers 
park down in the gravel lower lot.

Both lots are plowed by the hard-
working maintenance staff; howev-
er, the lower lot being gravel, it is 
harder for the students to walk and 
drive in. 

“To keep the lower lot clear, we 
plow it with the snowplow and the 
plow trucks. We sometimes salt it if 
it gets icy,” Mr. Chris Brocious said.

“Generally, it is harder to plow 
than the paved lots, only because of 
the gravel, because some pieces of 

gravel get in the snow and it needs 
flattened out in the spring.”

Normally, it takes about twenty to 
thirty minutes to plow the gravel lot, 
depending on the depth of the snow. 

On a recent snowy day, however, 
the staff started plowing at 3:30 a.m., 
clearing every lot at the school, the 
sidewalks, and the stretch of road 
between the elementary and high 
school. 

 While the custodians work dil-
igently to keep the lower lot clear,  
sometimes it just isn’t their fault that 
the lower lot isn’t clear. 

Multiple students dislike the low-
er lot, and sometimes call it ‘Sibe-
ria.’ Junior Brenna Digiacomo said 
that she doesn’t feel safe parking or 
driving in the lower lot. “The stu-
dents in that lot are also eager to get 
out. Something is going to happen 
sooner or later,” Digiacomo said. 

Senior Jesse Beers also comment-
ed about the lots. “It was terrible,” 
Beers said about parking in the low-
er lot. “You’d get stuck down there, 
which happened multiple times last 
year.” 

This year, Beers parks up in the 
paved lot. “It’s a lot easier to get out 
and drive through, and you don’t 
have to destroy your vehicle to get 
out.” 

Many seniors like the privilege 
of parking in the upper lot, but not 
all park up there. Most seniors park 
in the paved upper lot, while a few 
seniors and the juniors park in the 
lower gravel lot. 

The janitors work hard to keep the 
school in top shape, but the weath-
er here in Northwest Pennsylvania 
is unpredictable and sometimes un-
manageable. 

Trampoline Parks: Might as well JUMP!
By Ben Haylett
BROADCAST

What is there to do in the winter 
that won’t make you too cold to 
move? Jump! Trampoline parks are 
a great activity for those cold days, if 
you have the cash to shell out. Two 
of these parks are pretty close to us. 

Extreme Air Park is located in 
Niles, Ohio. Niles is an hour’s drive 
from Saegertown. Prices range from 
$9 for 30 minutes to $21 for two 
hours. 

Now, for these prices, you’d think 
you’d be getting access to state of 
the art facilities, but it appears that 
you might be wrong. According to 
the pictures on their website, the 
jumping area is lackluster. 

The padding only goes halfway up 
the walls, and bare brick walls are 
exposed above these pads. 

On the bright side, they do 
have dodgeball tournaments on 
Wednesdays, and their jump area 
includes foam pits, and basketball 
hoops.

An hour and a half from Sae-
gertown is Sky Zone, Extreme Air 
Park’s superior older brother. 

They have several locations 
across the country, but the closest 
is in Highland Heights, Ohio. The 
price for a half hour is $10, an hour 
is $14, and an hour and a half is 
$18, and if you want to jump for 
two hours, you are going to pay 
$22 .

The one dollar difference be-
tween the admission prices is 
worth its weight in gold. Sky Zone  
offers more in the way of activities 

and amenities. 
They allow continuous use of 

their dodgeball facilities, they have 
nicer equipment and basketball 
hoops, and they have a more pleas-
ing aesthetic overall. 

Junior Luke Triola, who recent-
ly visited Sky Zone, said, “It was 
pretty fun. The best part was the 
basketball hoops.” There are time 
slots allotted each day of the week 
to accommodate only a certain age 
group. That way, if you’re jumping 
around a lot of people, you won’t 
have to worry about bouncing a 
toddler into the ceiling.

Although the admission is high-
er, Sky Zone will give you more 
bang for your buck than Extreme 
Air Park.

 OPEN 9 a.m.- 6p.m.  Monday- Friday
 9 a.m.- 1 p.m. Saturday 
 Closed Sunday 

Visit us at http://www.medicineshoppe.com/


