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Monico’s medal makes Crawford County history
By Becca Siple and Garrett 
Johnston
SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR AND EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

As senior Nick Monico walked 
onto the wrestling mat at the Giant 
Center in Hershey for his final match 
as a Saegertown Panther, the only 
thing running through his head was 
“Better end on a win.”

Monico was returning to Her-
shey for the fourth time in his high 
school career. He placed eighth as 
a freshman, sixth as a sophomore, 
and fourth as a junior before grap-
pling his way to a third place finish 
in overtime over senior Nate New-
berry from Bigglerville. This makes 
Monico only the second four-time 
state medalist in Crawford County, 
the other being Tyler Vath, also from 
Saegertown. 

Walking off the mat for the final 
time, Monico was seen displaying 
the respect he has for Saegertown by 
showcasing the letters S.H.S on his 
singlet. 

Throughout his run at States, 
Monico set high standards for him-
self, and when he was asked what he 
thought of his performance, he said, 
“I was thinking, Man, I really want 
to be up two notches.” His mother 
Jill, however, put it in perspective 
for him. “She was more proud of 
me for winning third rather than first 

because she said it takes more guts 
to come back after a heartbreaking 
loss and win two,” Monico said. 
Coach Jim Mulligan agreed, “Nick 
responded great after losing that 
semi-final match to bounce back and 
win.”

Monico’s success didn’t come 
easy. He spent three hours a day, 
365 days a year improving his skills. 
His favorite training motto is, “If 
you ain’t first, you’re last.” With his 
many career gold medals, Monico 
clearly exemplified this ideal with 
his career. 

Although he trained rigorously, 

that didn’t stop him from having fun 
on the mat. “I will remember all the 
time we spent at Bradshaw’s barn, 
and when we ripped out Braden 
Kantz’s armpit hair,” said Monico. 
Or when he pinned an opponent 
in overtime and said, “Swagtown, 
baby.” He added, “I’ll never forget 
spending time with my teammates 
and wrestling on the big stage.”

Reflecting on his fan base, Monico 
said, “We always had a great turnout 
at every match and it’s nice to have a 
great following, thanks for that.” He 
will continue his wrestling career for 
the Kent State Golden Eagles.

TODAY DURING TUTORIAL 

Contributed photo 

Above from left: Sophomore Cody 
Mulligan, sister Kaylee, Laura Monico 
and Nick Monico. 
Mulligan placed sixth at states. He was 
going headstrong through the compe-
tition until he suffered a season-end-
ing injury in the semifinals. Yesterday 
he underwent surgery and will spend 
about two months in therapy.  He is 
expected to return to the mat in the fall
At left: Monico can be seen in this 
screen grab from video showing his 
respect for Saegertown by showcasing 
the letters S.H.S. on his singlet after his 
final win at the state tournament in 
Hershey. 

Contributed photo

Monico finished his career with an overtime victory to take the bronze at States. 

Panic! at the 
Disco coming 

to Behrend  
See page 9
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Uphill, both ways in a snow storm 
By Caitlin Bieganski 
OPINION EDITOR

As the buses depart Saegertown 
High school and the student drivers 
rush to beat the post school day traf-
fic, a sparse group of individuals can 
often be seen utilizing an entirely 
different mode of transportation.

Rain, snow, or shine, a few of 
these “walkers” can be witnessed 
trekking to or from the school. 

On nice days, about ten or so stu-
dents make the half-mile journey, 
while when the weather turns rough, 
only a handful walking extremists 
risk the trip. 

While these students have the 
option to take the bus (which is dis-
trict-provided transportation), they 
choose to walk for various reasons. 

“It’s a beautiful walk,” said se-
nior Kasey Newhard, who has been 
walking to school since the ninth 
grade. “Every day I get to see the 
sunrise, and it’s just so pretty when 
there’s snow on the ground.”

Walking to school offers a variety 
of advantages and, of course, disad-
vantages. The bus ride can be un-
comfortable and rowdy, so walking 
offers the chance to get some peace 
and quiet before the school day. 

It’s also a great way to get a little 
exercise, and gives you more flexi-
bility when deciding when to leave 
your home. 

Additionally, there are always ad-
vantages to arriving at the building 

before classes begin.
“My house is right there, so I 

would rather just walk,” said senior 
Logan Weed. “The bus is always too 
crowded.”

While the benefits are plentiful, 
there are some downsides to consid-
er. You must resist the temptation of  
staying in bed for just a few more 
minutes and be responsible enough 
to get to school on time. The incon-
sistent weather here makes dressing 
appropriately a must, and it can often 
make the journey more dangerous 
and sometimes just plain miserable. 
Plus, the lack of proper walkways 
means there’s always a risk of on-
coming traffic, so careful crossings 
are crucial to staying safe. 

“I walk because the alternative is 
riding the bus, but it can be pretty 
rough,” said Newhard.

While walking to school has de-
clined significantly over the gener-
ations, our small rural community 
seems to be keeping the practice 
alive. 

G and B’S DECLASSIFIED: School Survival Guide
Surviving school is a skill that 

many teenagers have mastered by 
the time they graduate. They learn 
tips and tricks that help them get 
through classes they dislike, or they 
have certain ways that help them 
stay awake when they are feeling 
drowsy. 

Probably the most important thing 
they learn is how to push through 
those few months just before school 
ends and the weather gets warm.

One effective way to get through 
school and still have time to enjoy 
the wonderful weather that will be 
coming is to plan your time. Senior 
Katie Lloyd said, “Don’t procras-
tinate and let your work pile up or 
else you’ll be forced to SparkNote 
everything.” 

We suggest making yourself a 
daily planner and alloting yourself a 
certain amount of time every day to 
do the work assigned to you, but be 
sure to allow yourself enough time 
every once in a while to unwind and 
relax in any way you want.

Another way to endure the harsh 
school conditions is to get a hobby. 
Find something that you enjoy doing 
that distracts you from the stress and 
struggle that is school. Senior An-

drew Flynn said, “I play my guitar to 
distract myself from school.” 

If you find that perfect hobby 
whether it be basket weaving, bird 
watching, or whatever pleases that 
little heart of yours, make sure that it 
relieves whatever tensions you build 
up during school. When we asked 
senior Peter Mattocks what he does 
to soothe himself of school’s strain, 
he said, “I play volleyball because it 
makes school go by much faster and 
it is a lot of fun.” 

Finally, one of the most import-
ant and successful ways to make it 
through is to just show up. If you 
miss a day, then you get behind on 
work and have more work to catch 
up on; therefore, you lose precious 
free time that is only available in 

spits and spurts to teenagers. “If you 
just sit in  class you will retain some 
of the information that is present-
ed,” said senior Maile Chang. The 
school year is coming to a close and 
you only have so many more days 
of adolescence. So instead of being 
behind on work and missing school, 
just come to class. 

School may be the thing you dread 
most in your life, but there are ways 
that you can pull through and maybe 
even enjoy yourself.

Write Us
 

Letters must be typed and 
300 words or less. Sign 

your letter and drop if off 
in room 215

Stop spilling the jelly beans!
 In terms of holiday icons, the 

Easter Bunny is definitely sec-
ond-in-command to Santa Claus, re-
warding well-behaved children with 
showers of colored eggs, candy, and 
other small gifts. But as the years go 
by and these fun Easter traditions be-
come scarcer, you may start losing 
faith in this beloved character. You 
may even ask yourself: Is the Easter 
Bunny real? 

If you find yourself questioning 
the existence of this furry individual 
— stop. The mystery ends now. Here 
at the Panther Press, we wholeheart-
edly believe that the Easter Bunny 
does indeed exist, perhaps not in 
body, but in the hearts and spirits of 
people everywhere. 

Even as we mature and start to 
realize the folly of these holiday tra-
ditions, it’s important to keep their 
spirits alive. Imagine yourself in a 
world where all people were total 
disbelievers in the Easter Bunny. 
Where’s the fun in that? Without 
these light-hearted representatives, 
holidays lose that easygoing luster 
and become dull, serious, or maybe 
even a bit boring. 

As young adults we may view 
the Easter Bunny as insignifi-

cant, but try to put yourself back 
into a child’s mind set. To kids, that 
stuff is important. Without getting 
into the deeper meaning of the hol-
iday, the Easter Bunny and the egg 
hunts he brings with him, allows 
children to still actively participate 
in the event and eases them into truly 
understanding its importance. If we 
want traditions to continue, we must 
pass them down to our successors 
without cynically questioning their 
existence. 

So, the next time you’re tempted 
to ruin the fun, perhaps with the in-
tentions of saving a child from his 
or her inevitable disappointment, 
remember that you may be taking 
away the only avenue for that child 
to become interested in the holiday. 
While some may think he does not 
exist in a physical form, the Easter 
Bunny is still very real.

Panic! Imminent on Behrend campus
By Scout Van Cise
STAFF WRITER

Panic! at the Disco is coming! On 
April 22, Panic! at the Disco will 
perform at Penn State Behrend from 
8 - 10 p.m. The show will be held at 
the Junker Center on campus. Tick-
ets went on sale yesterday for $35 
each.  

Formed in 2004 in Las Vegas, 
Nevada, Panic! at the Disco gained 
fame when their first single, “I Write 
Sins Not Tragedies,” was released 
and won Video of the Year at the 
MTV Video Music Awards in 2006.

Since then, the band, fronted by 28 
year old Brendon Urie, has produced 
a total of five albums, the most re-
cent being Death of a Bachelor 
(2016).  The album was written and 

recorded by Urie alone, and ranked 
number one on Billboard’s Top 200 
Albums.  

Saegertown students are enthusi-
astic to find that Panic! is performing 
locally.  Senior Jacob Perrett said, 
“They’re one of my favorite bands, 
so I’m really excited that I’m getting 
the opportunity to see them! ”

Sophomore Sydney Davis said, 
“I would love to see them in concert 
because I love their music and their 
sound!” Songs that students enjoy 
include “The Ballad of Mona Lisa, 
Victorious,” “Don’t Threaten Me 
with a Good Time,” “This is Gos-
pel,” and “Emperor’s New Clothes.”

Tickets to the Panic! at the Disco 
concert are available at behrend.psu.
edu/concert for $35, or they can be 
purchased at the door for $40. 

Sexism: The epitome of hating on someone’s anatomy
As we were walking through the 

crowded streets of Pittsburgh on 
our way to the parking lot after a 
Maroon 5 concert, a group of col-
lege-aged boys several feet in front 
of us turned around and catcalled at 
us. Our mothers, clearly disgusted 
at this behavior, responded to them 
with a passionate, “Unless you want 
to be arrested, keep walking!” But as 
we walked to the car, thoughts began 
circling in our heads. How many of 
these incidents happen a day, and 
how many of them go unreported? 

Before we go any further, one 
thing must be clarified. There is a 
major difference between sexual 
harassment and a harmless compli-
ment, so don’t get them confused. 
“Catcalling” as defined by the Ox-
ford Dictionary is “a loud whistle 
or a comment of a sexual nature to 
a woman passing by,” which is ob-
vious sexual harassment. Be that as 
it may, we are in no way saying that 
every “flattering” remark made to a 
person is harassment. According to 

Assistant Principal Phil Young, 
“There’s a huge difference. If it’s 
degrading and demeaning, it’s sexu-
al harassment.”

Yes, it’s that dreaded term that 
people are tired of hearing about, 
sexism.  Although many of you are 
going to roll your eyes and skip over 
this entire article, keep in mind that 
we are advocating equality for both 
sexes, not supremacy for women. 

Sexism is an unfortunate issue for 
men and women alike.  If you think 
this problem lies only in the hands 
of females, you are wrong.  Seventh 
grader Jacob Reisinger, who sees 

sexism even in junior high, said that 
sexism could “go against any gen-
der.”

For example, gender stereotypes 
affect both males and females. Boys 
are shamed in school for wearing a 
pink shirt because it is a “girly” col-
or. Women are discouraged from 
lifting weights and bodybuilding be-
cause muscle makes a girl look “too 
manly.” When will we stop falling 
into the sexist generalizations that 
tell us what we can and cannot do?

With that being said, some, such 
as English teacher Mr. Greg Molnar, 
ask the question: “Does sexism even 
exist?”

“I don’t know if I truly understand 
a woman’s perspective, but are they 
really discriminated against?” asked 
Mr. Molnar. 

   There are some fluctuating opin-
ions within our school. Saegertown 
senior Steve Arblaster said, “It 
doesn’t exist. It’s a large liberal lie 
for some unidentified liberal agenda. 
All these things are force-fed into 

the minds of the American public, 
such as wage gap and discrimination 
against women in the workforce.” 

However, junior Sydney Kight-
linger believes that sexism is a very 
real problem still facing our society. 
“Of course our society has made 
great strides in the last one hundred 
years, and I sincerely believe that it 
is better to be a human today than it 
was in 1916. But, as long as success-
ful women are first criticized on their 
appearance instead of their work, 
and men are told that they must act 
in a certain way to keep ‘their man 
card,’ society is doing a disservice 
to the future. We all need to recog-
nize that sexism is still prevalent in 
our society and continue to march 
forward, so that our children will 
be free to succeed in whatever they 
choose to do,” Kightlinger said. 

The purpose of this article is not 
to degrade the opinions of anyone, 
but before forming your opinion on 
sexism, we ask that you consider the 
facts. According to the Equal Oppor-

tunity Employment Commission, in 
2014 alone there were 26,027 cases 
involving sexism in the  American 
workforce. In about 99 percent of all 
occupations, men make more than 
women.  CNN found that women 
only make 78 cents for each dollar 
that men do. Women still dominate 
the socially accepted female fields, 
such as clerical and office workers, 
but they only make up 38.6 percent 
of officials and managers. Clearly, 
the playing field is not yet even.

No matter your opinion on sex-
ism, the facts prove that it is an on-
going problem. The idea that sexes 
should be treated anything less than 
equal needs to be eliminated from 
our minds. By treating others with 
respect and kindness, no matter 
their sex, and just by recognizing 
that sexism is a problem, we are one 
step closer to equality. As men, as 
women, and as human beings, we all 
deserve an equal chance, equal right, 
and equal opportunity. Let’s make 
that a reality.  

Scout Van Cise and 
Hunter Trzeciak 

Garrett Johnston and 
Cuttter’b Pritchard 

Caitlin Bieganski  

By Ben Haylett 
BROADCASTING 

This is Jeopardy! This afternoon 
at 2 p.m., teams from the sopho-
more through senior classes will be 
participating in a head to head trivia 
challenge for the ages. These teams 
will be battling it out between them-
selves, and the victor will go on to 
fight the team of teachers. As if the 
glory of winning was not enough, the 
victorious team will also bring home 
doughnuts for their entire grade. 

Erik Murphy, Ryan Peters, Julia 
Sada, and Scout Van Cise are the 
sophomore competitors. Luke Dan-
gel, Tyler Brooks, Sydney Kight-
linger, and Tanna Walters are the 
scholars who are representing the 
junior class. And the senior class is 
led into battle by Garrett Johnston, 
Jared McClymonds, Jared Shaf-
fer, and Lauren Posego. Mr. Adam 
Horne, Mr. Chris Greco, Mrs. Ni-
cole Keller, and Mrs. Stacey Hetrick 
are the teacher gladiators who will 
be locked in battle with their student 
adversaries. Mr. Rick Rutkowski 
will play the role of Alex Trebek, 
Jeopardy Host, and officiate the 
tournament.

“The students better study up, 
because as elders, we have more 
knowledge than they will ever have. 
We’re going to lay the smack down,” 
said Mr. Greco.

Jeopardy: 
What is this 
afternoon? 

Junior and senior release make positive impact
By Kaitlyn Walsh
STAFF WRITER

Juniors and seniors alike have 
been taking advantage of release, an 
opportunity that is awarded to them 
for their good standing in school. 

Students who drive are able to 
leave the school at 2:54 if they have 
a clean record. There is also a lounge 
where students can sit and use their 
phones and listen to music. Seniors 
lounge in Mr. Chris Greco’s room 
while the juniors can be found in Mr. 
Scott Bidwell’s room or Mr. Nate 
Youngblood’s room. 

If students do not meet the re-
quirements, they are sent to a tutorial 
room where work will be accom-
plished. Seniors have to report to 

Mrs. Dee Henry’s room for tutorial 
if they are ineligible for release, and 
juniors are in Mrs. Kim Schaffner’s 
room. Students who have grades less 
than 74 percent or an incomplete in 
the gradebook report to the tutorial 
for the remainder of the school day. 
So far, students are benefitting from 
the release opportunities. “I like ju-
nior release because it is just nice to 
leave early,” said junior Brenna Di-
giacomo.

The release also gives incentives 
for tardiness. If a student is late to 
school without an excuse, he or 
she will not be eligible for release 
that same day and will be sent to a 
lounge. Administrators hope this 
policy will decrease the number of 
unexcused lates. 

This positive incentive does not 

come without flaws. The list of ju-
niors and seniors who are allowed 
to leave the building is only updated 
once a week. “I think it’s a good in-
centive that needs some work,” said 
Digiacomo. “It’s not fair that one 
test could mess you up for a whole 
week.” 

Students also have to sign out with 
either Mr. Bill Hetrick or Mr. Jeff 
Patrick every day despite the fact 
that the list is only updated once a 
week, with no active changes being 
made to it.  Overall, though, the pro-
gram has been well-received. “I love 
having junior release,” said junior 
Tanna Walters. “It’s nice to get out 
of school early and beat the end of 
the day traffic.” 

There has been some discussion of 
adding a sophomore lounge for next 

year. It is also possible that sopho-
mores who score proficient or ad-
vanced on Keystone Exams may be 
eligible for junior release during the 
second grading period as an incen-
tive, instead of having to wait until 
January of 2017 at semester break to 
start the privilege. More details will 
follow as the story develops.



4 News-in-BriefThe Panther Press
Wednesday March 23, 2016 5News-in-Brief The Panther Press

Wednesday March 23, 2016

STEM: steaming ahead despite lack of funds
By Becca Siple 
SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR

As spring approaches, STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Arts and Math) continues to expand. 
With most STEM classes well into 
the second semester, students are be-
ginning to get comfortable with the 
new system. 

Courses such as Exercise Science 
encourage students to learn about 
human anatomy. They also work 
on creating an exercise program. 
Mr. Pat Bradshaw, who teaches the 
course, said, “The fact that this class 
is set up for a physical education 
(PE) credit, limits both aspects from 
the science and physical education. 
If  it is a PE credit, I would want it 
to be more physical, but since there 
is science behind it, we don’t know 
why there isn’t a science credit as 
well.” 

The students can spend up to three 
days in the classroom learning about 
the science of exercise, or they can 
be working out up to four days a 
week. Science teacher Mr. Chris 
Greco, co-teacher, said, “I think it’s 
still a work in progress. There are 
some things that can be made better. 
We may have taken on more classes 

than we were ready for. I wonder if 
we took on too much too quick, but I 
do enjoy the class.” 

The STEM Technical Musical 
Composition course is taught by Mr. 
Patrick Baldwin. The class has been 
working on a major project that in-
cludes students taking popular songs 
and creating a remix. 

According to Mr. Baldwin, it has 
taken a long time due to technical 
difficulties and trying to understand 
GarageBand. In the future, Mr. 
Baldwin wants to further expand 
the course into a live performance 
iPad band. Unfortunately that would 
mean spending a lot of money they 
don’t have because as Mr. Bald-
win said, “Music production is not 
cheap!”  He added, “I am really 
looking forward to teaching the class 
for many years to come.” 

The semester STEM class Histo-
ry of Technology taught by Mr. Tim 
Houck and Mr. Adam Horne has 
transitioned over to Mrs. LuAnne 
Strobel who is teaching Technical 
Writing in place of Mrs. Susan Nor-
wood, who is on maternity leave. 
The students are required to present 
a weekly “Newsbit” where they re-
search a topic and discuss it with the 

class. They also perform “Write-It 
Do-Its” where students create direc-
tions for a partner and the partner 
creates the item described.

Tenth grade STEM Biology with 
Mrs. Nicole Keller reinforces and 
expands on the concepts from gen-
eral biology to further the students’ 
knowledge. Because of the budget 
crisis, STEM has not been able to 
spend any money on supplies. 

“I’ve been trying to teach a lot of 
labs and projects, but I don’t have 
the supplies,” said Mrs. Keller. But 
Principal Tom Baker has used mon-
ey from the building fund in order to 
help provide supplies for the class, 
and Mrs. Keller has chipped in some 
of her own money as well. 

Food and Drugs with Mrs. Kelli 
Peters and Mrs. Kathy Woods allows 
students to engage in learning strict-
ly about nutrition and drug facts. 
Because the second semester has 
started, they are transitioning into 
the drugs aspect of the class. They 
started pharmaceutical studies on 
how drugs can affect the body. Se-
nior Maile Chang said, “I think the 
class is pretty cool. It’s very laxed.”

The STEM Art class is an eighth 
grade nine-week rotation. The kids 

use the iPads to 
work on digi-
tal artwork and 
sketchbooks. 

Due to the lim-
ited time-frame of 
the course, there 
is only room for 
one graded as-
signment, but 
the students are 
working on a 
digital portfolio. 
STEM can also 
be referred to as 
STEAM because it includes the arts. 
“I would do it anyway if we called it 
STEM or not,” said art teacher Mrs. 
Danielle Shartle.

Seventh and eighth grade STEM 
taught by Mr. Jeff Patrick and Mrs. 
Gwen DeVoge focuses on force and 
how it can be used. They have made 
many boats and airplanes using a va-
riety of materials, and one purpose 
of the class is to encourage young-
er students to become interested in 
classes with a hands-on approach. 

Eighth grade Intro. to Engineer-
ing with Mrs. Lori Walls and Mrs. 
Brenda Dillaman teaches students 
to write and interpret directions. 

The students are currently working 
on nifty lifting machines. Mrs. Dil-
laman said, “We have been waiting 
all school year for the budget to pass 
and finally receive the supplies we 
requested for this Intro to Engineer-
ing Class.” 

With the budget impasse, none of 
the new STEM classes have received 
all the supplies they requested.  

But Dillaman, along with other 
teachers, is hopeful that they will get 
the supplies needed. Dillaman said,  
“Mr. Baker has recently told us that 
the supplies have been ordered, and 
we are anxiously awaiting their ar-
rival.”

Keystone Exams no longer a graduation requirement
By Kaity Gage
MARKETING DIRECTOR 

On Feb. 2, 2016, Governor Tom 
Wolf signed Senate Bill 880, which 
delays the use of the Keystone ex-
ams as a graduation requirement for 
at least two years. 

What does this mean for the stu-
dents at Saegertown High School?  
For one thing, they don’t have to 
dread not passing the test and being 
withheld from graduation.

The Keystone Exams are stan-
dardized assessments that tests stu-
dents in Algebra 1, Biology, and 
English/Language Arts. These tests 
were originally mandated in 2011 to 
help school districts guide students 
toward meeting Pennsylvania state 
standards, which are known as the 
PA Common Core.  

“I thinks it [the tests] paints a pic-
ture of the areas that we do well and 
the areas that we need to improve. 
I think the tests should be used as a 
tool instead of a graduation require-

ment,” said Principal Tom Baker.
The moratorium on using the test 

for graduation will remain at least 
until the 2018-2019 school year. 
Gov. Wolf believes this is enough 
time for his administration to gath-
er sufficient information and find a 
solution to better assess Pennsylva-
nia’s students. 

Principal Baker said, “I think it’s 
[the delay] a good idea because if 
we’re going to tie a test to a gradu-
ation requirement, we need to do it 
the right way by looking at all the 
variables that students face in Penn-
sylvania.”

In addition, legislation is requiring 
the Department of Education to in-
vestigate some alternative methods 
for students to show that they can 
demonstrate proficiency for  grad-
uation besides using the Keystone 
Exams. 

Their findings are to be reported 
within six months to the majority 
and minority chairmen of the House 
and the Senate Education Commit-

tees.
However, if students do not pass 

their Keystones here at Saegertown, 
there are still some repercussions. 
Students who are not proficient on 
Keystones will not be able to sched-
ule academic courses such as En-
glish and upper level science. 

And they will remain in algebra 
and other math classes designed 
to help them become proficient in 
math. 

“I would make it an end of course 
exam so that it would count as a part 
of my grade instead of a graduation 
requirement,” said biology teacher 
Mrs. Nicole Keller, who thinks that 
some changes could be made to the 
standardized test.

Standardized testing has definitely 
caused some controversy at the state 
level.

“While we should have high aca-
demic and educational standards in 
the Commonwealth, there have been 
issues with the implementation of the 
Keystone exams, which is why I am 

signing a bill to delay their use as a 
graduation requirement,” said Gov-
ernor Wolf in a Feb. 3 press release 
from the Pennsylvania Pressroom.

English teacher Mrs. Stacey Het-
rick, who has served on the Key-
stone Literature Committee at the 
state level for several years, thinks 
that there should not have been so 
many issues with the implementa-
tion of the Keystone exams from the 
beginning. 

“The transition to the PA Core 
Standards wasn’t exactly smooth,” 
Mrs. Hetrick said. “But the materials 
like sample tests and practice items 
have been released by the state for 
teachers to use. The test is fair and 
accessible to most students. I hope 
districts keep making progress. It’s 
not like accountability is going away. 
Schools are going to have to be able 
to prove that students are growing in 
college and career readiness.”  

Since 2011, there have been sig-
nificantly higher numbers of stu-
dents who are failing to demonstrate 

proficiency on one or both of the two 
modules found on the exams even 
after having a retake of the test. 

These results seem to show that 
students are not ready for a life and a 
job in the 21st century. 

“I think we are moving in the right 
direction. The elementary school is 
working on the PA Core Math Stan-
dards and introducing topics to kids 
at younger ages,” said math teacher, 
Mrs. Debora Houck. She believes 
that only time will tell if the work 
being done at the younger grades 
will help.

This year’s current Keystone ex-
ams are scheduled for this May. 
The English/Literature test will take 
place on May 17, the Algebra 1 test 
on May 19, and the Biology test on 
May 24. 

According to Principal Baker, 
there will likely be some incentives 
announced soon to encourage stu-
dents to do their best.  

Edinboro offers Pi to students on 3.14
By Ben Haylett
BROADCASTING

3.1415926535897932 … Pi ev-
eryone’s favorite irrational celebrat-
ed its birthday on March 14. For 
most people it is just another day, 
but for some particularly interested 
students, March 14 is Pi Day be-
cause both the date and the number 
pi are 3.14. 

On this most famous of days, ju-
niors and seniors traveled to Edin-
boro University for their annual Pi 
Day celebration. Rooms around the  
Pogue Student Center were opened 
up for students to attend seminars, 
play board games against Edinboro 
students, and test video games made 
by computer science majors. 

“The computer games were my 
favorite part,” said junior Sam Mi-
chaels.

Throughout the day, competitions 
were held between the schools in 
attendance. Tanna Walters brought 
home the gold in the 24 competition. 
“It felt good to win,” said Walters.

Jared Shafer came in first in the 
Set Competition, and Jared McCly-
monds was able to grasp second in 
the Pi Recitation Contest by reciting 
223 digits of pi. 

A group of students were also 
able to beat all other schools at the Pi 
Trivia Challenge.

To end the day, guest speaker Ar-
thur Benjamin, the renowned “math-

emagician” and TED Talk veteran, 
talked to the attendees about the 
magic behind basic mathematical 
equations. 

Benjamin was able to stun his au-
dience by accurately beating their 
calculators at squaring large two and 
three digit numbers and tell them the 
day of the week they were born on 
based on their birth date. Benjamin 
closed his seminar with his rendition 
of Don McLean’s “American Pie” 

with pi themed lyrics.
Although Pi Day is hosted by 

Edinboro University, Mrs. Kathy 
Woods and Mrs. Kelli Peters, math 
and science club advisers, are the 
masterminds behind Saegertown’s 
participation for the past three years. 

“I really enjoy watching the stu-
dents participate in the games and 
the competitions, and the whole 
competitive side of it,” said Mrs. 
Woods. 

CONTIBUTED PHOTO

Sophomores Sydney Davis and Owen Chess collecting data 
in STEM Biology.  

Prestige Optics Worldwide wins Top Company at 
Pennsylvania Business Week

By Austin Brown
NEWS EDITOR

Prestige Optics Worldwide, CEO 
Taylor Schultz, was named Top 
Company at the Pennsylvania Busi-
ness Week awards ceremony held 
last Friday afternoon. Their advisers 
were Mrs. Nicole Keller and Mr. 
Francis Payne. “It was really excit-
ing. It took a lot of hard work and not 
fighting,” said Schultz of the win. 

In 1997 the Manufacturer and 
Business Association (MBA) in 
conjunction with Ft. LeBoeuf High 
School put together the first Penn-
sylvania Business Week. Since then, 
the program has grown to eleven 
schools in five counties. “The pro-
gram offers the benefits of career 
exploration, teamwork, time man-
agement, and an opportunity to 
get to know your peers,” said Val 
Laufenberg, who has been the Exec-
utive Director of ACES (Americans 
for Competitive Enterprise System, 
Inc.) for the past seventeen years. 
Business Week was brought to Sae-
gertown several years ago by busi-
ness teacher Mr. Tim Houck, who 
raises funds, finds donors and busi-
ness advisers, and generally makes 
the program possible.  

During the week, students were 
divided into six team companies 
and were assigned positions includ-
ing CEO, CFO, Marketing Director, 
etc. With the use of the resources 
provided, each team was given the 
task to design, develop, and mar-
ket their assigned product to the 
public. This year the products were 
either cameras or binoculars, with 
three companies producing each. 
The camera companies were Clique 
Inc., Capture, and ViZion, and the 

binocular companies included Bi-
Snaps, Clearview Optics, and Pres-
tige Optics Worldwide. Throughout 
the week, guest speakers came to the 
school to talk to the students about 
all aspects of a business including 
marketing, manufacturing, account-
ing, and public speaking.

A business trivia game called 
“Survivor” was played on Wednes-
day, March 16. This year’s winner 
was the Bi-Snaps company. They 
received an extra box of resources 
to use during the competitions and 
presentations. 

On Friday, each company gave 
stockholders and advertising pre-
sentations, where students explained 
the effectiveness of their business 
strategies and shared their marketing 
campaigns with judges from local 
businesses. 

They also presented their product 
at a trade show in the gym, giving 
sales and marketing pitches to stu-
dents, teachers, judges, and com-
munity members. “It was nice to 
improve my public speaking and 
leadership skills,” said Schultz.

An additional competition known 
as RONA (return on net assets) was 
conducted throughout the week that 
involved a computer simulation of 
financial decisions for each busi-
ness. On Friday, each team’s scores 
were calculated, and the winning 
team was awarded the honor of Top 
Company and a hundred dollar bill 
to each student. Even though not 
all students won the money, most 
valued the experience. “It is a very 
interesting experience. It gave me a 
taste of business which I will forever 
value,” said sophomore Alan Shu-
hayda.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
The members of Prestige Optics Worldwide pose with their “C-notes” after being 
named Top Company at the Business Week awards ceremony on March 18. 

Club members “key in” on charitable events
By Hunter Trzeciak 
STAFF WRITER 

Key Club is the oldest and larg-
est service program for high school 
students. It is a student-led organiza-
tion that teaches leadership through 
service to others. Members of the 
Kiwanis International family, Key 
Club members better themselves as 
they build their schools and commu-
nities, and Saegertown Key Club-
bers are no exception.

The Saegertown Pantherian Key 
Club recently held a Decades Dance 
on March 11. The proceeds will go 
towards the club’s Youth Serving 
Youth (YSY) requirement and their 
annual Share the Warmth project. 

At the 2015 International Con-
vention in Indianapolis, Indiana, the 

YSY requirement for 2015 through 
2017 would be early childhood edu-
cation. To fulfill this requirement the 
club is purchasing books to donate 
to the Meadville Medical Center’s 
New Life Unit so that every new-
born receives a book and they are 
distributing school readiness book-
lets to up-incoming kindergarteners. 
“The club has been working on this 
for awhile. It is really gratifying to 
know that we are helping little kids,” 
said junior Jackie Galford 

  On March 1, new officers were 
elected for the 2016-17 school year.  
Junior Sydney Kightlinger was 
elected to the office of president af-
ter previously serving as vice pres-
ident, and junior Ben Haylett will 
continue his tenure as treasurer. In 
addition, there are three new officers 

on the executive board. Sophomore 
Scout Van Cise claimed the spot of 
vice president, junior Rachel Barner 
as secretary, and sophomore Emily 
Loccisano as editor-elect.  

In light of her recent election, Van 
Cise said, “I’m pretty happy about 
it. It’s good to know that I can help 
make a difference in our school and 
community.”

Kightlinger recently attended the 
Pennsylvanian Key Club District 
Convention in State College and has 
many plans for the upcoming year.

“I meet Key Clubbers from around 
the state and I have a lot of plans. We 
have a lot of exciting events in our 
future.  We will be having five more 
hat and pajama days, a spring fling, 
and in the fall, we will have our 5K,” 
said Kightlinger.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO 
Saegertown students participated in Edinboro University’s Pi Day celebration on 
March 14. 
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Easter Whisperers: What is in the Easter basket?
Garrett Johnston and Cutter’b Pritchard
EDITOR IN CHIEF AND STAFF WRITER

The time of year has come again for par-
ents to deviously hide Easter baskets for their 
children. 

Have you ever wondered what the items 
you receive in your Easter basket say about 
your personality and your life? 

There are some people in the school who 
shared the contents of their baskets past and 
present, and it seemed like the perfect oppor-
tunity to speculate on what these items could 
mean. 

Mrs. Sondra Hunter: Chocolate Bunny 
and a Kite

The lovely Mrs. Sondra Hunter recalled 
the favorite items that she found in her Easter 
baskets. 

Probably the most important treasure she 
uncovered was a kite. Now some people may 
ask what is so incredible about a kite? 

Simply put, it showcases the high ambitions 
of the young mind. 

Every young whippersnapper dreams of 
doing magnificent things, but this strapping 
young lass’s plan to manipulate the genetic 
makeup of Sylvilagus floridanus and Theo-

broma cacao to bring into being chocolate 
bunnies that will conquer this planet.

 Even though, she has yet to fulfill this plan, 
she is just waiting for the proper moment to 
pounce. We should all dread the day when 
this Bunny Master decides to take her rightful 
place atop the throne of the universe.

Mr. Brad Wise: Chocolate Rabbit, 
Clothing, Toy, Painted Easter Eggs, Cad-
bury Creme Eggs, and a Cross

Mr. Wise, from the lonely dark corner of 
the junior high English sector, is quite a pleas-
ant man.

 He enjoys very lively settings including 
rabbit racing, fashion shows, and eating com-
petitions. In his free time he likes decorating 
eggs to celebrate the wonderful holiday that 
is Easter. 

He has travelled the globe searching for 
anyone that has the ability to match his elabo-
rate works of art. 

On this quest he found a temple high in the 
mountains to which he had to climb a stair-
case consisting of 10,000 steps. 

Upon arrival to the glimmering gates, there 
was a glorious statue of himself. 

The monks who worship at this temple ex-
plained their vision, in which a bald man with 

a soul patch would present himself. They said 
this man will save the world from impending 
doom.

Sheena Byham: Bike and Shoes
Sheena Byham, a freshman now but not 

forever, is an aspiring cyclist. 
Her dream sparked at a young age thanks to 

the Easter Bunny who could see the talent hid-
ing deep in her soul just waiting to burst out. 

Many doubted her abilities, but she knew 
that with enough perseverance anything is 
possible. Not only did she want to be the first 
female to compete in the Tour de France, but 
she also planned on winning it. 

Now she was new to the cycling posse and 
needed help getting started, so there was only 
one person who could help with her initiation, 
that’s right, Lance Armstrong. 

With a stupendous training regimen set 
forth by the legend himself Sheena began the 
arduous task of making history. 

After she wins her first Tour de France ti-
tle, she plans on following in the footsteps of 
most other famous athletes and starting her 
own shoe line. 

She plans on naming her shoe line the By-
Hams. She will develop them unlike any other 
shoe because the By-Hams will make you run 

Spring 2016 Trend Report
By Hunter Trzeciak
STAFF WRITER

The days are getting longer and 
warmer, so you know what that 
means- spring has just about 
sprung!  Here are some recurring 
trends that were spotted on New 
York Fashion Week’s Spring run-
ways.Ruffles: Thought that ruf-
fles and frills were for childhood 
birthday parties? Well, for Spring 
2016 they’re back, decorating 
hemlines and forming all-over 
cascading tiers, introducing us 
to spring’s most romantic fash-
ion trend.90s Revival: 90s music 
isn’t the only thing that is making 
a comeback this year.  This spring 
it’s all about obnoxiously bold 
colors, uber distressed and high 
waisted jeans, and grungy vin-
tage shirts. Stripes: Stripes here, 
stripes there, stripes everywhere! 
Whether thick, or thin, horizontal 
or vertical, stripes of all shapes 
and sizes are in this spring!
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New hunting laws 
spark interest

By Cy Van Cise
STAFF WRITER

Recent changes to the Pennsylva-
nia rule book show that hunting laws 
continue to evolve. 

According to the Pennsylvania 
Game Commision, hunters are now 
allowed to hunt bears during the 
first three days of deer season in 
areas that are located in 1B, which 
includes Saegertown. 

Hunters are allowed to harvest one 
bear a year provided that they don’t 
bait the bears or use walkie talkies 
to locate them or shoot them in their 
dens. “It’s convenient,” said junior 
Grant Phelan. “You can use your 
deer tag and bear tag in the same 
day.” Math teacher Scott Bidwell 
said, “It’s a good idea if they want 
to keep the bear population down.” 

Bear season is not the only thing 
that has changed. There is a new law 
regarding turkey. According to the 
PA State Game Commission, you 
are no longer allowed to hunt tur-
key on Thanksgiving Day or the two 
days following. 

“I wish we could still hunt them on 
Thanksgiving,” said freshman tur-
key hunter Wesley Price. Some, like 
freshman Tanner Peters, “could care 
less.” Peters said, “I’ll hunt them be-
fore Thanksgiving. I just want to sit 
at home and eat turkey.”

For more information visit pgc.
pa.state.us.

For all the latest 
sports news and 

updates follow us 
@PantherPressSHS

Softball players step up to the plate    
                                                                                                                                                   
By Paige Coon
STAFF WRITER

After battling their way into the 
top of the leaderboard last year, the 
Lady Panthers have to practice even 
harder to be competitive this year. 

After losing catcher Jess 
Tomiczek, pitcher Emma Osborne 
and second basemen Lexi Palmer to 
graduation, the team has big shoes to 
fill. Sliding into Tomiczek’s shoes is 
junior Brittany Sample. Stepping up 
to the pitching mound is sophomore 
Haley Hess, and the second base 
position held by Palmer is yet to be 
permanently filled. 

This year there are five seniors: 
Becca Siple, Felisha Offi, Miran-
da Henry, Haley Wise and Maile 
Chang. The team has also gained 
several freshmen, including Megan 
Walsh, Claudia Fetzner, Elizabeth 
Hasko and Delaney Wood. The 
Lady Panthers are predicted to be in 
the top of the leaderboard this sea-
son. “I think we can go pretty far this 
season,” said Hess. 

Open gyms have been held since 

December, focusing on pitching 
and catching. “I have been going 
to every open gym possible to help 
prepare myself for the season,” said 
Sample. 

On March 7, the ladies had their 
first official practice for the season. 
They have been practicing many 
different skills such as base running, 
different hitting stations and catch-
ing ground balls and line drives. 

They will continue to practice 
hard until their first game. “I am ex-
cited to be playing the game I love,” 
said Hess. 

The team is being led by Coach 
Mark McKissock and assisted by 
coaches John Kutz and Brian Han-
ley.

The Lady Panthers had their first 
scrimmage on March 22, away 
against Corry. They will continue 
to have scrimmages up to their first 
home game which will be held place 
at Bertram Park on April 2 against 
Rocky Grove. 

You can follow their season on 
Twitter @PantherPressSHS.

Baseball prepares to bat 
By   Kassidy Trace
STAFF WRITER

It’s that time of the year again 
when the Saegertown baseball team 
is stepping up to the plate and pre-
paring  for a successful season. 

The team started open gyms 
during the month of February. 
During the preseason the team will 
be practicing six days per week, and 
official practices started March 7.

 Coach Tim Crum, who has been 
coaching for fifteen years said, “We 
will be focusing on mental prepara-
tion to start and finish games strong, 
and once the season kicks off we 
have to practice every opportunity 
we have,” said Crum. 

The boys are going to be putting 
in time and dedication, practicing 
weekends and weekdays, which will 
hopefully land them a spot in the 
playoffs this season. Offensively the 
team will be focusing on being more 
aggressive at the plate.

 “We will focus on winning the 
freebie war,” said Crum. “Freebies” 
consist of walks, errors, and hit bat-
ters, it’s a way to obtain easy points 

from the opposing team.
 The boys will also be trying to 

gain mental strength this season 
when they are at the plate.“We are 
preparing our pitching staff to be 
mentally tougher and charting our 
pitchers practice performances and 
holding them accountable,” said 
Crum. 

Everyone on the team will need 
to be pulling their own weight. 
“We lost 5 games last season be-
cause we weren’t mentally tough 
enough to close the deal and those 
losses ultimately cost us an appear-
ance of making the playoffs which 
is one of our top season goals,” said 
Crum. Baseball is a sport of num-
bers. Crum’s overall opinion of the 
team is that their biggest competitor 
is themselves. “I think we need to 
improve defensively,” said Junior 
Tony Offi.

Come out and support your base-
ball team against Harborcreek on 
April 6 at 4:00 p.m. at our home 
field. 

Lady Panthers wrap up season
By Ben Courson 
STAFF WRITER 

The Lady Panthers stunned their 
critics with some massive upsets 
and a District 10 playoff run. They 
ended the season with a winning re-
cord of 14-10 (9-4 Region 3) and a 
stunning playoff performance. In the 
first playoff game against Sharps-
ville the girls pulled out a marvelous 
48-40 victory, but they then suffered 
a heartbreaking loss to Mercer 30-28 
from a game winning bucket at the 
end of regulation time.

The girls highlight performance 
was against their rival Cambridge 
Springs. Cambridge Springs was 
predicted to win the region, but Sae-
gertown took a shot at dethroning 
them 45-38. 

Senior Becca Siple said “Our 
group of seniors never beat their 
group of seniors since seventh 
grade.”  Therefore, it was a huge 

accomplishment not only for the 
seniors but for the rest of the team 
because it will give them confidence 
for the future.

With the star seniors leaving, the 
underclassmen are going to need to 
step it up and keep the torch lit, for 
they already plan to do so. 

“The new freshman that are com-
ing up are looking very hopefully” 
said Siple. Some of the outstanding 
upperclassmen include Ellie Lybarg-
er, Haley Hess, and Karlyn Mondi. 

The Lady Panthers have had a sea-
son full of laughs and giggles. With 
being so close, Sophomore Olivia 
Hoffman’s favorite memory from 
this season includes Maddie falling 
down the stairs, and Schlossar loved 
the bus rides home from games. 

Siple was very satisfied with her 
senior year and said “We became a 
family and stepped it up when we 
needed to.”

March Madness brings out
the bracketologists

By Wyatt Fleischer
SPORTS EDITOR 

On March 13 the fates were 
sealed. With the ranks finalized, the 
bracket has finally been set. 

Last year the Duke Blue Devils, 
led by freshman Jahlil Okafor, Jus-
tise Winslow and Tyus Jones, deci-
mated the majority of brackets with 
their postseason run to the National 
title. With upsets galore this season, 
it is evident that the rankings mean 
nothing when trying to determine 
who might take the gold.

The top seeds this year are the 
Kansas University Jayhawks, Ore-
gon University Ducks, University of 
North Carolina Tar Heels, and Uni-
versity of Virginia Cavaliers. 

Thus far, there have been some 
massive upsets. The largest being 
the second seed in the Midwest 
quarter of the bracket, Michigan 
State Spartans falling to the fifteenth 
seed Middle Tennessee Blue Raid-
ers with a final score of 90-81. 

Thousands of people compete 
each year with the hopes of correctly 
predicting the National Champions. 

Here at Saegertown, young talent
Luke Smith, senior, has taken the 

Capital One pool with force. At the 
end of “The Round of 32,” Smith 
stood twelfth of 293,000 souls. “I 
have spent countless hours engulf-
ing myself into the study of brack-
etology, thus positioning myself as 
the youngest and best bracketologist 
to walk this planet.”  

However, Smith’s bid was short 
lived, due to his prediction of second 
seeded MSU winning the national 
championship. 

The MSU Spartans were upset 
by fifteenth seed Middle Tennessee 
Blue Raiders by a score of 90 - 81 on 
March 18.

The sweet sixteen round begins 
tomorrow and ends the next day on 
March 25. 

Experts have deemed their favor-
ites to win the tournament include 
Kansas, North Carolina, and Duke, 
but that is all just speculation. 

This means that we all must tune 
in on April 2 to see who will be 
crowned the 2016 NCAA Basket-
ball National Champions.
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By  Ellie Lybarger 
STAFF WRITER

Last year the Boy’s Varsity Vol-
leyball team finished off their season 
as runners-up in the PIAA state fi-
nals against the Northeastern Bob-
cats. 

The team has maintained these 
high hopes for this year. The boys 
started their season on March 7 with 
the first official practice.  Senior 
Peter Mattocks said, “I expect us to 
work hard and return to the state fi-
nals.”

With the loss of the Barclay twins 
and other key players, the Panthers 
will have to step up their game. 

Former Assistant Coach Tim 
Houck said, “They’ll be a little dif-
ferent, but I expect them to win.”

 For their first game, the Panthers 
will be taking on the Northeastern 
Bobcats at home on March 25. 

Justin Johnson will be returning as 
head coach for his thirteenth season, 
yet he will have new company on the 
bench with Jason Amy as the new 
assistant coach. Amy has a large 
amount of experience with the sport 
for his young age. He played in the 
state championship his senior year, 
he is an all state setter, a Maplewood 
girls JV volleyball coach, and has 
been a boys varsity volleyball vol-

unteer coach for four years. 
The former assistant coach of thir-

teen years, Tim Houck, has taken 
over the junior high girls volleyball 
head coaching position.

This year the seniors, Garrett 
Johnston, Bradley Amy, Peter Mat-
tocks, Wyatt Fleischer, and Lucas 
Smith will have help from a strong 
junior class as well as a few fresh 
faces. 

The Panthers are expected to roll 
through the region with little resis-
tance. Senior Luke Smith said, “I 
can see us rolling into the district on 
top, but we might have some hic-
cups, which is expected.”

Varsity volleyball: Panthers hoping to roll through the region

Panther basketball season comes to a close
By Zack Posego 
WEBSITE EDITOR 

As the next season of sports 
springs into action, the boys of the 
Panthers basketball team hang up 
their jerseys after a 4-month long 
season comes to an end. 

“We gave it our all,” said senior 
Brad Amy. The season for the Pan-
thers’ ended after a loss at Slippery 
Rock university against Greenville 
24-35 in the playoffs. “It was a tight 
game that we could’ve won, but we 
started to lose our composure and 

they pulled ahead towards the end,” 
said junior Cutter’b Pritchard.

Early on in the season the team 
saw some success in close games 
such as their clinch against Erie First 
Christian  Academy, final score 43-
33 on Feb. 13; however, they have 
also suffered losses to rivals such as 
their Feb. 12 defeat at Cambridge 
44-49. “We’ve had some setbacks 
this season but I would call it a suc-
cessful one overall,” said head coach 
Greg Molnar. “They got lucky.”                                                                                 

The players graduating this year  
include Bradley Amy, Garrett John-

ston, Peter Mattocks, and Lucas 
Smith. “It’s very emotional to watch 
them go,” said Molnar. “There are 
holes to fill in the lineup next year, 
and I’m excited to see the under-
classmen fill them.” 

Molnar hopes that the next season 
the players will bring the same en-
thusiasm and work ethic to the court 
. “I’m looking forward to the next 
season. It will be interesting to see 
how we play without the seniors and 
come together as a unit, and hopeful-
ly have another good season,” said 
junior Nick Bradley.

By Becca Siple
SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR 

Since when does a softball field 
look like it’s covered entirely with 
grass?

It was decided in late fall, ear-
ly winter that Bertram Park’s front 
softball field would be transformed 
into a new and improved turf infield. 
The thought behind the idea was to 
enhance the playability on the field. 
Because Northwestern Pennsylvania 
has unpredictable weather, having a 
turf infield allows teams to play in 
the rain.

This isn’t the only turf field in 
PENNCREST, though. Maplewood 
High School’s baseball team pur-
chased a turf field last year after 
contacting Boston College who was 
replacing the turf at their college. 

It was installed by Playing Surface 
Solutions (PSS) last fall by two Sae-

gertown alumni Tyler and Troy Wil-
son. Maplewood senior Kyle Nuhfer 
said, “It drains like a champ.” Good 
draining of water allows for in-
creased playing time when raining.

Saegertown softball boosters 
funded the field at 40 percent less 
than it would take to go to Florida 
one time. There were other dona-
tions such as cement stone, grass 
seed, and fencing. 

Head coach Mark McKissock 
said, “If not for the SHS alumni, the 
field would be almost impossible to 
afford.”

In the past, assistant coach Tom 
Brunot would spend hours prepar-
ing the all dirt infield before a game. 
That aspect can now be eliminated 
because the field will be ready at all 
times. The installation began in ear-
ly January and will finish within the 
next two weeks. 

Because of the unpredictable 
weather, the new field can bring 
less confusion to coaches, athlet-
ic directors, and the parents when 
scheduling and rescheduling games. 
McKissock said, “Frankly as a soft-
ball coach, I would rather play on 
dirt, but spring weather is the over-
whelming issue when it comes to 
practicing and scheduling games.”

With the “no brainer” improve-
ment as McKissock said, the field 
will take less preparation, fewer 
games will be cancelled, more out-
side practice time can occur, and 
less money will be spent on field 
supplies.

 The field also becomes an asset to 
the community. McKissock would 
like to thank Hayfield Township, 
PENNCREST School District, and 
the boosters for making it all happen.

Softball seeks new style

By Payton Brooks
STAFF WRITER

After finishing second for the past 
two seasons, the Panther bowling 
team finally pulled the big win on 
Feb. 17 at Seneca Lanes, claiming 
the Venango-Crawford Bowling 
League Championship for 2016.

The entire team breathed a sigh of 
relief after their victory over Cran-
berry, who bested them last year in 
the finals. 

The Saegertown team was predict-
ed in December to win it, and over-
all, they went 16-0 on the season. 

This is an impressive feat for a 
team made up mostly of underclass-
men, and it also guarantees a few de-

cent upcoming seasons.
“We all became a really close 

family,” freshman Kylee Higby said. 
None of the bowlers are graduat-

ing, and they expect even more peo-
ple to join the team next year after 
the raging success of the 2016 sea-
son.

“I’m looking forward to next year. 
Since we got a championship under 
our belt, it takes the pressure off, ” 
said eighth grader Nick Archacki. 
Members of the 2016 Championship 
Team are: Ricky Kanline, Jake Sada, 
Michael Costello, Kylee Higby, 
Austin Bedow, and Nick Archacki.

Bowlers strike back 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

From left: Michael Costello, Nick Archacki, Austin Bedow, Jake Sada, Ricky Kanline 

and Kylee Higby are the 2016 Venango-Crawford bowling champions. 

Panthers to compete for PENNCREST track team
By Ben Courson
STAFF WRITER

The runners are lining up in the 
starting blocks as the track season 
bolts into full swing. 

Practices have already started, and 
the first meet will take place on April 
5 at Greenville High School against 
Sharon. 

The season continues through the 
end of May, finishing with District 
Championships in Geneva, Ohio and 
State Championships at Shippens-
burg University. 

Two Saegertown students, sopho-
more Erika Caldwell and freshman 
Gabe DeYoung, are involved in the 
PENNCREST track club (which 
includes students from Cambridge, 
Maplewood, and Saegertown). 

This year there are twenty two 
students participating in the club, the 
most they have had since they the 
club was started eight years ago ac-
cording to Coach Eric Walsh. 

This is Caldwell’s second year on 

the team. She shared that she joined 
primarily because her sister Brooke 
was on the team when she was in 
high school, and she wanted to fol-
low in her footsteps. 

DeYoung joined so he could stay 
fit for cross country next year by 
taking part in the two-mile distance 
run. Last season, his cross country 
PR (personal record) for the 5k (3.1 
miles) was 18:02, and he is looking 
to improve that.

There are many events involved 
in track, but at this point, the PEN-
NCREST club is competing only 
in the running events. Being a dis-
trict-wide club, the team has enough 
runners to compete in practically ev-
ery distance. 

Unfortunately, none of the PEN-
NCREST schools has a track on 
which the students can practice, but 
Meadville’s coach Amy Lynn has 
allowed the team to use their facili-
ties after their practices on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. 
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Gods of Egypt leaves audiences wanting more

By Ben Haylett
BROADCASTING 

Although “Gods of Egypt” has 
many appealing qualities to it, many 
of those are overshadowed by its 
lackluster plot and special effects.

The King of Egypt, the merciful 
god Osiris, is murdered by his broth-
er, the evil god Set. Set takes his 
place at the throne of Egypt instead 
of Osiris’ son, Horus. In a battle with 
Set, Horus’ eyes are taken from him 
and put into a vault in Set’s pyramid. 
A mortal named Bek then goes to 
retrieve the eye and uses it to barter 
with Horus for his love’s passage 
back to the land of the living after 
she is killed by her master. Horus 
agrees, and the two embark on a 
journey to defeat Set.

Well-choreographed battle scenes 
and great acting are all that “Gods of 
Egypt” has going for it. While shot 
in spectacular fashion, these fights 
lack substance and leave the audi-
ence wanting more than is given. 

The biggest downfall of “Gods of 
Egypt” is its use of poor computer 
generated images (CGI) . Every shot 
is filled with CGI objects and back-
grounds that take the audience out of 
the moment of the movie and makes 

them painfully aware of the shoddy 
quality of the filmmaking. 

Overall, Gods of Egypt was an 
entertaining movie that allows mov-
iegoers to turn off their brain for 
two hours and just enjoy. Anyone 
who enjoys a good action story will 
like Gods of Egypt, but due to the 
violence inherent in these kinds of 
films, it may not be appropriate for 
small children.

Sneaking snacks into the movie theater: Is it right or not?
By Rachel Barner
STAFF WRITER

There is no better combination 
than watching movies at the the-
ater and eating delicious candy and 
popcorn while sipping your favor-
ite fountain drink. One tiny thing, 
though, keeps us from doing this 
more often: the price of movie con-
cessions. 

When movie theaters first became 
a thing, vendors lined the streets for 
people to purchase candy, and then 
these people would take their snacks 
into the theater and eat them there. 
Years later, movie theaters started 
selling popcorn, soda, and candies, 
and later on, hot dogs, nachos and 
cheese, and those sort of goodies. 
Purchasing overpriced food became 
part of the movie-going experience. 

It isn’t considered illegal to bring 
your own food into the theater; how-
ever, many theaters discourage or 
ban this act. Some theater policies 
have the right to kick out customers 
and not refund their money if they 
are caught sneaking snacks into the 
theater. 

Saegertown students, for a fact, 
enjoy their share of various sodas 
and candies. Some of these students, 

though, do not enjoy 
paying a fortune for 
these sweets. “They 
need to mark it down 
because everything 
there is too overpriced, 
and if it was cheaper, 
people would go more 
often,” said eighth grad-
er Darian Kaye about 
movie theater candy prices. 

Kaye, who has been known to 
smuggle snacks, doesn’t commit the 
‘crime’ alone. “I always do it with 
my grandma when I go with her be-
cause she has a purse, and we sneak 
in soda and candy.” Kaye and his 
grandmother sneak in candy, mints, 
Sweetarts, and Starbursts.

Freshman Jalisa Norr says she 
sneaks candy into the theater near-
ly every time she goes. Norr takes 
snack bags of chips, soda, and can-
dy. “[Candy and soda at the theater] 
is way too expensive and I think it 
should be lowered,” Norr said. 

Eighth grader Lexie Burdick does 
not sneak candy into the theater, but 
her aunt does. “She has never been 
caught,” Burdick said. Her aunt 
sneaks in Skittles, M&Ms, Swedish 
Fish, and sometimes cheese puffs.

Junior Clayton Bish sneaks candy 
into the theater for a different rea-

son. “The theater doesn’t have what 
I want,” Bish said. Bish likes to take 
Skittles and energy drinks. 

These students say that they ha-
ven’t been caught, but that doesn’t 
mean that nobody has ever been 
caught. 

According to junior Morgan Ki-
ghtlinger, who is employed at the 
Movies at Meadville, people cannot 
bring in outside food. If people are 
caught bringing outside food into 
the theater, they are asked to throw 
it away or the theater confiscates it. 

Kightlinger has never caught any-
one with food, but ushers do. “If a 
person has a bag and acts suspicious, 
the ushers ask to look in their bags,” 
Kightlinger said. Movie-goers some-
times bring food and carry it in, not 
realizing that it is a policy. 

The question remains, only to be 
answered by you. Will you sneak 
snacks into the theater?

 

Student personal device policy up for debate 
By Jacob Perrett
BROADCASTING 

It’s not a secret what kids hide 
in the classroom. Whether you sit 
where the teacher can’t see you or 
hold your book up to conceal your 
surreptitious acts, you are still in vi-
olation of the rules. But how do we 
fix this? 

Our sister school Maplewood 
High School has proposed a nov-
el idea.  For the first time this year, 
Maplewood students are allowed to 
use their devices freely in between 
classes. 

“It was a decision that Ken [Prin-
cipal Wolfarth] and I made just for 
our building, to try it out for this 
year,” said Maplewood Assistant 
Principal Erica Howick, one of the 
brains behind the new policy. 

 “The new policy has cut down on 
disruptions and discipline issues in 

lunches. Students are occupied for 
the time that they are not eating,” 
said Maplewood teacher Mark Rose. 

During tutorials, students can use 
their devices or wear headphones at 
the teacher’s discretion. The policy 
states that if a student works better 
in tutorial while listening to music, 
it is up to the teacher to make that 
accommodation for the student.

The buzz about Maplewood’s pol-
icy has become a discussion point 
among the students of Saegertown 
High School. 

“I think we are belittled by the 
fact that we are all old enough to use 
technology responsibly but are not 
allowed to, and the fact that there is 
such a strict policy about it is ridicu-
lous.” said senior Brian Peters. 

Other students see another side to 
the policy, one that could lead to its 
downfall.  “It is a good possibility 
that students could misuse the policy 

by taking and sending pictures in the 
classroom that could later get some-
one in trouble,” said senior Jared 
McClymonds.

Sophomore Taylor Shultz said, 
“Students might not get off their 
phones when class starts,” while 
classmate Laura Monico ended the 
conversation with an upbeat tune. 
“Many people find music soothing. 
I think being able to use headphones 
has the potential to really motivate 
people to get their work done.”  

While Mrs. Howick confirmed 
that the policy is indeed in place at 
Maplewood, it seems as if there has 
been a lack of advertisement to the 
student body as a whole. 

Maplewood senior Caleb Hoke 
said, “Probably a myth.” Sophomore 
Lauren Garland said, “Every teach-
er would yell at you if you had your 
phone out.” Junior Brennan Craw-
ford said, “We aren’t really allowed 

to use them in between classes or in 
the lunchroom, but they don’t en-
force those rules as much in class.” 

Maplewood’s Student Council 
President Kyle Kuhns also seemed 
a bit confused. “I mean we’ve nev-
er really heard anything towards it,” 
said Kuhns.  

Whether the students are aware 
of it or not, plans for the policy are 
moving forward. “It’s not perfect,” 
Howick said. “We are looking to 
make tweaks for next year.”

And that leaves Saegertown stu-
dents to wonder when or if it will 
come here.

Mr. Brian Lipps, who teaches 
social studies at Saegertown and is 
currently acting assistant principal at 
Maplewood shared his thoughts.

“If students were permitted to use 
personal devices like cell phones at 
specific times, perhaps during lunch, 
they could send the text or check for 

what things are happening later on in 
the day without having to sneak to 
the bathroom with their phones to do 
just that.” 

He also talked about the possible 
drawbacks of the policy. “Perhaps a 
student records a teacher or student 
talking or they get a video of them 
in the classroom and they post it 
or make a video with the footage. 
If they don’t have the individual’s 
permission, this could get the stu-
dent into a lot of trouble.” For those 
who are unaware, PENNCREST has 
strict rules regarding these offenses 
that could result in police or admin-
istrative discipline.

So far, the idea of bringing this 
policy to Saegertown is just in the 
early stages,  but the future may hold 
personal devices… in our hands.  
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Junior high wrestlers grapple at PJW state tourney
By Nick Bradley
WEBSITE EDITOR

The junior high wrestlers sent 
four of their best to compete in the 
state tournament. Seventh grader 
Jaden Reagle, eighth graders Ken-
ny Kiser and Alex Kightlinger, and 
ninth grader Braden Kantz qualified 
to compete for the gold at Area Six 
PJW (Pennsylvania Junior Wres-
tling).

 Of the four Saegertown grapplers, 
only two placed. Seventh grad-
er Jaden Reagle placed eighth and 
eighth grader Kenny Kiser placed 
fourth. 

“It is easy to coach these gentle-

men, because they train so hard,” 
said Coach Sean Byham. Freshman 
Braden Kantz was not able to com-
pete due to an injury to his left el-
bow. 

Kightlinger went down and com-
peted fiercely against the best wres-
tlers in the state. Although he didn’t 
place, he came away with a lot of 
useful experience. 

Other than Reagle, these young 
grapplers will be a solid addition to 
the varsity team next year. On the 
upcoming season Kiser said, “I’m 
going to train like I normally do at 
the barn with Mr. Bradshaw to pre-
pare for the tough season next year.” 

Mr. Houck takes the reins for girls volleyball
By Lauren Haylett
JUNIOR HIGH STAFF WRITER 

The junior high girls volleyball 
team has a new coach, Mr. Tim 
Houck, and he has quite the creden-
tials. “I have coached the varsity 
boys volleyball team, the JV boys 
volleyball team, the JV and varsity 
football teams, the junior high boys 
basketball team, the junior high boys 
volleyball team, the JV girls volley-
ball team, and now the junior high 
girls volleyball team,” he said. 

Although Coach Houck is new to 
junior high girls volleyball, he has 
high hopes for the team. “With the 
girls that we have, I think we can be 
fairly competitive with the teams that 
we play, but overall the main thing 
I want to do is just teach the basics 
about volleyball. Hopefully they will 
grasp the basics, and I won’t have to 
teach them again when they get to 
the jv and varsity level.” 

Houck wants the girls to not only 

excel this year, but to also have a 
good time. 

“First of all, I think volleyball is 
probably of all the sports I’ve played 
and coached the most fun. The ulti-
mate objective is to have fun while 
learning the correct way to play vol-
leyball and be competitive.” 

The team has responded well to 
his methods. “He is a great coach. I 
like the drills he teaches us, and how 
he’s serious about it, but he’s still 
fun with it,” said seventh grader Ella 
Nicholson. 

The girls’ games started March 
14, and they are making good prog-
ress according to Houck. Tonight, 
they take on the Maplewood Tigers 
at the Wood Shed. When asked if 
there was a set goal he had for the 
team, Coach Houck said, “Not real-
ly. I just like to see where we start 
at, and I want to see improvement by 
the end of the season. If we do that, 
then I’ll be happy.”

Ben Haylett/SHS
The junior high girls faced Titusville at home on Monday night. The eighth 
grade team was 0-2 on the night, while the seventh graders were 2-0.

PSSAs: Practice makes perfect as testing draws near
By Ben Haylett 
BROADCASTING 

It’s that time of year again, time 
for the PSSAs. The test is comprised 
of math, reading, and science sec-
tions. 

Mrs. Nicole DeFrances has been 
working vigorously with her stu-
dents to help make sure they have all 
the resources needed to ensure they 
are more than capable of passingthe 
ELA test (English/language arts).

Students have been taking prac-

tice tests, reading example passages, 
looking at PSSA samplers, working 
on glossary words, and writing Text 
Dependent Analyses (TDAs). 

On the board in the back of Mrs. 
Lori Walls’ math classroom stands 
a checklist that serves as a reminder 
for what needs to be, and what has 
been learned throughout the entire 
year. 

Panther Paw stickers placed on 
this list signify topics that have been 
covered. 

Her Algebra classes have to pre-

pare not only for the PSSAs  but also 
the Keystone Algebra Exam. 

Mrs. Walls and Mrs. Brenda Dil-
laman (science) both plan to start 
Study Island review for their stu-
dents after Easter break. 

“They help the kids learn to read 
the text more carefully,” said Mrs. 
Dillaman.

PSSAs for English/Language 
Arts, Math, and Science will run 
from April 11 through April 29.

 How do we celebrate Easter? 

“We go over to my Aunt 
Jo’s house and family comes 
over. We have an Easter egg

 hunt.”

-Ella Nicholson

 “Finding the Easter egg 
basket hidden in the house”

-Oliver Smith

 “Going to my aunt’s 
house to eat food”

-Morgan Murphy

 “We dye Easter eggs, we 
put stickers on the eggs, 

and then we draw pictures 
and hang them all over the 

house.”

-Ava Jones

 “Visiting my  family 
down in Tennessee”
-Ripley Kindervater

“I like the scavenger 
hunts”

-Nate DeYoung

“We go to my grandparents 
and eat

-Isaac Levis” 

 “Having an Easter egg 
hunt”

-Katie Berger

 “Going to my aunts to ride 
four-wheelers”

-Aaron Brown

Boys v-ball: Junior Panthers off to promising start
Garrett Johnston
EDITOR IN CHIEF

With one tournament under their 
belts, the junior high boys volleyball 
team is looking forward to a promis-
ing season. 

The boys had a tournament on Fri-
day, March 18 at Cochranton. They 
performed well in pool splitting with 
Meadville and sweeping CASH,  but 

they fell short in the first round of the 
playoffs to Maplewood.

The junior high team has a new 
coaching staff this year with shift of 
Jason Amy to assistant  for the var-
sity squad. 

The new coaches this year are 
Saegertown graduates and brothers 
Casey and Cody Handel. 

The team will be in action again 
on Friday, April 1 when they com-

pete in a tournament at Conneaut 
Valley Middle School. 

The members of the team are: 
eighth graders Nate Barner, David 
Deets, Canyon Smith, Logan Gage, 
Carson Jones, Sam Shelenberger, 
Jordan Barksdale, and Zane Schloss-
er, and seventh graders Logan In-
gram, Max Fuller, Jake Reisinger, 
Matt Nale, and Jordan Bush.
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Cutter’b Pritchard and Ben 
Courson
STAFF WRITER AND BROADCAST TEAM

The shoes were shined, the instru-
ments oiled, and the uniforms were 
spotless. 

The PMEA Region II Band festi-
val was held at Marion Center Area 
High School from March 9 -11. Rep-
resentatives for Saegertown were 
Jared Shaffer, senior, (percussion), 
Jesse Stewart, junior, (tuba), and 
Logan Krasa, junior, (tenor saxo-
phone). The trio left for the festival 
on March 9 with their band teacher 
Patrick Baldwin after lunch and ar-
rived at the destination at 6:30 pm. 

Before the group got to practice 
their music, they had to dive right 
into auditions which would deter-
mine who would go onto the next 
level, the state competition. Krasa 
said, “I was prepared and I was con-
fident about my audition.” In their 
individual groups, Shaffer placed 
second chair, Stewart placed second 

chair, and Krasa placed fourth chair. 
After staying the night in a hotel, 

the group awoke at 6am and went to 
the auditorium all day long. Stewart 
said, “the conductor was more laid 
back than I expected, but he taught 
us the importance of chord structure 
and tuning.”

After routine hours of practicing, 
the concert was at hand at the end of 
the day on March 11. Days of con-
stant preparation led the way for the 
performance. Stewart said, “the con-
cert went smoothly and it was very 
entertaining.” 

Shaffer will be heading onto the 
State Band festival, which is March 
28 at the Hershey Theatre in Her-
shey, PA. “I am super pumped. I am 
excited to play alongside other good 
percussionists. I think this will be a 
good experience, especially, since 
the guest conductor is a professor 
that has a Ph.D in music,”said Shaf-
fer.

Region Band festival

CONTIBUTED PHOTO 
Juniors Jesse Stewart, Logan Krasa, and senior Jared Shaffer traveled to Marion 
Center Area High School on March 9 to partcipate in PMEA Regions. 

Burger sweetly sings soprano

Contributed photo

Junior Emily Burger placed thirteenth at PMEA Region Chorus held at Ft. LeBoeuf High School on March 19. 
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