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ODR vs. CDL: New discipline forms designed to keep students in class
By Zack Posego
WEBSITE EDITOR

Majors versus minors.
That’s the gist of the new
discipline forms cur-
rently being piloted at
Saegertown. 
An Office Discipline

Referral (ODR), which
was previously issued for
most misbehaviors, of-
fers a checklist of un-

wanted behaviors and is
sent to the office with the
misbehaving student. 
This system has

yielded a much higher
rate of write-ups than our
sister schools Cambridge
or Maplewood, causing
students to be pulled out
of classrooms on a much
more frequent basis. 
As part of the PBIS

(Positive Behavior Sup-

port Intervention) pro-
gram at Saegertown, a
new form, the CDL
(Classroom Disruption
Log), has been intro-
duced in an attempt to
decrease the number of
disruptions that reach the
office, and it appears to
be working. 
According to Lori

Walls, School Wide In-
formation System

(SWIS) Data Coordina-
tor, there were a total of
57 ODRs recorded be-
tween March 1-25. 
After the change in

writeup methods in April,
a total of 25 ODRs were
recorded April 1-25, a 56
percent decrease.
The CDL was created

to act as barrier between
minor misbehaviors and
major ones that would

warrant an ODR. 
These disruption logs

call for a more in-depth
analysis of a student's be-
havior before sending
them out of the class-
room. A teacher should
describe the actions of
the student and record
four misbehaviors before
filling out an ODR. 

Seniors committed to serving their country
By Garrett Johnston
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Protecting this coun-
try is the priority of
many people, and a few
seniors are taking the
matter into their own
hands. 
Seniors Becca Siple,

Wyatt Fleischer, and
Katelynn Sample have
enlisted in the United
States Army Reserves. 
Zach Stafford has en-

listed for active duty,
and he has plans of be-
coming an Army
Ranger. Daniel Simmer-
man has signed up to
join the United States
Marines Corp while
Kasey Newhard signed
with the Air Force.
Several of these sen-

iors had family members
who served whichhelped
influence their decision.
“My uncle retired after
twenty years, and I re-
spected him growing up,
so I wanted to join,” said
Stafford. However, he
isn't the only one to look
at family as the reason to

join. 
Simmerman said, “My

dad and grandpa both
served in the marines.” 
Others found different

reasons to join. “I felt it
was my duty to protect
and serve this country,”
said Fleischer. 
Siple said, “It will help

me further expand my

profession.” She hopes
to become a counselor
for patients with (PTSD)
Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder.
Siple, Sample, and

Stafford will attend basic
training in the summer at
Fort Sill, Oklahoma.
Basic training is a nine-
week training program

where the recruits will
learn to march, how to
operate a firearm, and
basic battle strategies.
Fleischer is not going to
basic training until the
fall. Simmerman will at-
tend boot camp in Parris
Island, South Carolina.
Yesterday the Army

recruits assisted Ser-

geants and recruiters,
Frank Gyovai and Shane
Sistrunk, who brought an
ASV (Armored Security
Vehicle) to Saegertown
for the day. 
“We were trying to get

people interested in the
possibility of enlisting
when they are old
enough,” said Siple. 

Ben Haylett/SHS
Becca Siple, Wyatt Fleischer, and Katelynn Sample assisted with tours of an Army armored security vehicle on April 28. 

See DISCIPLINE, Page 5

By Austin Brown
NEWS EDITOR

PENNCREST is cur-
rently in a budget cri-
sis. The district is
facing a $5.5 million
dollar deficit. 
The district is re-

quired to have a
budget in place by
June 30, and the board
and administration are
currently seeking ways
to bring the deficit
under control. 
According to PAEA

(PENNCREST Area
Education Associa-
tion) president Melissa
Statman, if the school
district were to raise
taxes, that would only
raise approximately
$400,000 in revenue
based on how much
taxes could be raised
without going above
the given index by the
state. 
If they were to go

above the index, a vote
would be needed, and the
board cannot do that be-
cause they passed a reso-
lution in January that
they would  taxes above
the index. 
The deficit has people

talking about possible
cuts for next year. 
A potential change

may include an incentive
of either monetary value

or insurance benefits
given to teachers to retire
early. 
As of press time, there

is not an incentive on the
table at PENNCREST ac-
cording to Mrs. Statman.
Goerie.com, however, re-
ports that Erie School Dis-
trict has already offered a
retirement incentive to its
employees in attempt to help
close a $10 - $12 million
dollar deficit, so it could be
a possibility here. 
“This year has been a try-

ing year to try and figure out
where we are at, and I would
not project it to get easier,”
said PENNCREST superin-
tendent Michael Healey at
the budget meeting on April
19. 
The next budget meet-

ing will be May 3 at 6:30
p.m. in the Saegertown
High School Auditorium. 
At this meeting, admin-

istrators and other per-
sonnel will share the cuts
they propose to help the
district solve its deficit
problem. 
The public is wel-

come to attend, and
any PENNCREST res-
ident who would like
to address the board
must contact the board
secretary no later than
two days before the
meeting to register as
a speaker. 

Critical cuts needed to balance 
PENNCREST budget

Device debate continues: policy changes may be in store
By Kaity Gage
and Bailey Kozalla
MARKETING DIRECTOR
AND STAFF WRITER

With technology con-
tinuing to connect us to
the world, the current cell
phone and headphone
policy is up for debate (as
noted in the March 23
issue). Since discovering
that Maplewood High
School has been piloting
a new device policy this
year, Saegertown stu-
dents and staff have been
wondering if changes
will be in store for our
building next year. 
Maplewood`s policy

permits students to use
their cell phones, iPods,
and other personal de-
vices in the hallways, tu-
torials, and in the
lunchroom. 
However, when the

students enter the class-
room, use of devices is
completely at the discre-
tion of the teacher.  
Some students believe

that a similar policy at
Saegertown would be
beneficial. “I believe it’s
a good thing because for
sporting events, the
schedules change, and
sometimes I need to call
my mom,” said sopho-
more Taylor Shultz
Sophomore Erik Mur-

phy said, “I feel like it
can be abused by the stu-
dents here because we
have cell reception, and
Maplewood hardly has
any [reception].”
Last year, New York

City school district, the
largest school district in
the country,  lifted its ban
on cell phone use to its
1.1 million students ac-
cording to an article in
neaToday.org. Since then,
many schools have fol-
lowed, relaxing their cell
phone policies. 
Before any change

comes to Saegertown,
Assistant Principal Phil
Young said, “The dis-
trict's high schools need
to sit down together and
discuss the policy.” 
According to Mr.

Young, the main priority
will be to make the policy
a district-wide initiative,
which means that the
three high schools will
have to agree on the de-
vice policy before it will
be implemented across
the district.
However, Mr. Brian

Lipps, who recently filled
in as the assistant princi-
pal at Maplewood, does
not agree that the device
policy should be
changed. “No. It [the pol-
icy] should not be
changed. There are too
many avenues for stu-
dents to get in trouble.
When you allow technol-
ogy to be accessible at all
times, now all of a sud-
den bullying, people tak-
ing photos and recording
other students, and mis-
using the device policy as
a whole becomes a big
concern,” said Mr. Lipps.
According to Mr.

Lipps, at Maplewood,

there have been some
discipline slips given out
to students for taking
photos and videos of
teachers and students. 
The Maplewood Jr. Sr.

High School 2015-2016
Student Handbook states
“Students may not
record, take pictures or
video, or electronically
capture the image of any
event, student, faculty
member, or group of stu-
dents occurring within, or
without, the school build-
ing during the school day
without the written per-
mission from the building
principals.” Students are
also prohibited from
posting images to social
media accounts. 
The handbook furter

states that students are
not allowed to use their
devices or have devices
with them during the
school day, but this year
has been a pilot program
to determine what policy
changes may work mov-
ing forward. 
After the school year

has ended, the results of
the pilot will be reviewed
by administrators, and
this may lead to the pro-
posal of a new policy
across the district. 
And that means that

rules for using devices at
Saegertown might be dif-
ferent next year. “It’s [the
policy] probably going to
change, but it’s not going
to go away,” said Mr.
Young. Vote Austin Brown for President 

“Simple man with simple ideas.”
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Write Us
Letter must be typed and
300 words or less. Sign

your letter and drop it off in
room 215. 

Keystones could spell greater
success on SAT

In three hours, you can
run a marathon, cook a
fifteen pound turkey,
watch “The Hobbit,” or
take the mother of all
standardized exams: the
Scholastic Aptitude Test
(SAT) which is designed
and administered by the
College Board.  
Every year, students

across the nation spend
countless hours preparing
for the SAT, which has
been the bedrock stan-
dardized testing since its
inception in 1926. 
However, the much

vaunted SAT has actually
been changed twice since
2005, most recently this
year. What does that
mean? Why is the corner-
stone of college admis-
sions changing, again?
And what does that say
about the future of our
educational process? 
The answer to these

questions begins with the
2001 No Child Left Be-
hind (NCLB) Act. Presi-
dent George W. Bush
signed this act into effect
so that no child would be
trapped in a cycle of
poverty due to economic
disadvantages. 
There are many com-

ponents of NCLB, but the
one that has created the
age of standardized test-
ing is the one that man-
dates that students in
grades 3-8 (and once in
high school) must be
tested annually in reading
and mathematics if that
state receives federal
funds.
The NCLB Act came

under heavy criticism
from teachers and politi-
cians alike. NCLB and its
successor, the 2015
Every Student Succeeds

Act (ESSA), is the pri-
mary reason that SAT has
changed because it led to
the creation of the Com-
mon Core Standards. 
Common Core Stan-

dards have been insti-
tuted to insure that public
school students across the
nation are all equally pre-
pared for college or ca-
reers. And they have been
adopted in Pennsylvania
as the PA Core Standards. 
The architect of the

Common Core Standards
is David Coleman, the
current CEO of College
Board. Coleman took
over as CEO in 2012. In
2014, the College Board
announced the redesign
of the SAT. 
Because of Coleman’s

work on the new test, it
seems likely that the new
SAT will resemble Penn-
sylvania’s Keystone
Exams. The passages se-
lected for the reading are
common primary source
documents, the math is
algebra heavy, and there
are only four choices for
each multiple choice an-
swer, compared to the
previous five. 
On March 5, the new

SAT was administered
across the nation for the
first time. Junior Kaitlyn
Walsh said, ”The subject
matter wasn’t above my
grasp. It was like I was
taking the Keystone.” 
Similarly, junior

Rachel Barner said, “It
was much easier to take
the SAT than the Key-
stones. It felt like it
wasn’t as hard, and it was
straight forward. The for-
mat was almost identi-
cal.”
However, the scores

for the first administra-
tion will not be released
until May 10, because the
College Board is compil-
ing cut scores. But if the
scores reflect Barner’s
and Walsh’s interpreta-
tions, the average SAT
score for this building
should rise. 
So in reality, it really is

in every student's best in-
terest to learn how to suc-
cessfully take the
Keystones regardless of
whether they are a gradu-
ation requirement or not. 
There appears to be a

direct correlation be-
tween these tests and the
SAT, and higher SAT
scores can mean more
scholarship money for
college. And that’s some-
thing we can all use. 

“Congress shall make no law ... abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press.”
- From the First Amendemnt of the U.S. Constitution 

Sound-Off
Jr. High:
I just wanna wear my beanie. What if I’m having

a bad day? It’s comforting and I don’t see how that’s
inappropriate. 

I hate that teachers always complain when we’re
late from chorus. It’s all the way across the school!

Why can’t we wear yoga pants? We are not sup-
posed to be looked at as objects!

Having to pay for lunch makes me kind of mad. I
know you can get it free but that’s only for some peo-
ple and some parents still can’t afford it. 

The lockers. The lockers are waaay too small. They
just can’t hold my mess.

Sr. High:
I really like how at end of year the teachers are more

laid back. Like they’re more okay with us changing
seats and using technology.

People shouldn’t look down on others for their sit-
uation. It just makes me so mad. They think they
know, but they don’t. So they shouldn’t act like they’re
better than someone for something that person can’t
even help.

The tater tots are so plain. The cafeteria seriously
needs some salt at the sauce bar. If they’re really going
healthy, they should serve water and not chocolate
milk.

Fingertip length doesn’t exist for tall people. Plus,
some people always get away with it when others
never do. It’s not right!

Why did I stress about passing the keystones if they
don't even matter now?
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“The Jungle Book” wows audiences
By Benjamin Haylett
BROADCAST

"The Jungle Book" is  a
live-action reimagination
of the classic tale about
the man-cub Mowgli,
and his adventure as he
tries to evade the evil
tiger Shere Khan.  Along
the way, Mowgli is aided
by Bagheera the panther,
and Baloo the bear, both
of whom help Mowgli to
gain skills that help him
to defend himself from
the tiger. 
The CGI, computer

generated images, used in
"The Jungle Book" has
set a standard that all
movies should be com-
pared against. At no point
in the movie are there
moments that take you
out of the moment of the
scene. 
All CGI is well pol-

ished and allows the au-
dience to believe that the
events of the film actually
happened, and creates the
illusion that the filmmak-
ers somehow trained the
animals to do all that they

do. 
Excellent voice per-

formances from "The
Jungle Book"’s star stud-
ded cast provide a strong
foundation that director
Jon Favreau builds upon
throughout the entirety of
the film. 
Scarlett Johansson, Bill

Murray, and Christopher
Walken are just some of
the big named actors that
lend their voices to bring
the animals of the jungle
to life. 
Bill Murray’s perform-

ance stands out in partic-
ular, as he brings his
special brand of ad libbed
dialogue to the character
of Baloo that works to

humanize him, and make
you emotionally connect
with him, no matter how
moderately manipulative
he is for Mowgli when
they first meet. 
Fast pacing and

comedic scenes work to
keep small children en-
gaged throughout the en-
tirety of the film, but
interesting story telling
and well developed char-
acters make "The Jungle
Book" an enjoyable
watch for adults as well.
An excellent movie

with a great message of
finding yourself, "The
Jungle Book" is perfect
for a family movie night.

Panic! at Behrend dazzles the crowd
By Jacob Perrett
BROADCAST TEAM 

In a sweat-soaked
room on April 22, I
stood in the presence of
one of the most popular
bands of the last decade.
Originating in Las
Vegas, the renowned
pop/rock band Panic! at
the Disco, threatened
the crowd with a good
time, and boy did they
deliver.
Their set list ranged

from classics like “Time
to Dance, Let’s Kill
Tonight,” and songs
from their newest
album, “Death of a
Bachelor,” such as
“Emperor's New
Clothes” and “Victori-

ous.”   
Of the band’s five

records, “Death of a
Bachelor” stands out as
a new chapter in the his-
tory of Panic! at the
Disco. 
After the departure of

long time Panic! drum-
mer Spencer Smith due
to drug related issues,
lead singer Brendon
Urie remains as the only
original remaining
member since 2004. 
Ranging from electro

punk to psychedelic
pop, their discography
assures that you won’t
hear the same thing
from album to album. 
After a four-hour wait

in line at Penn State
Behrend’s Junker Cen-

ter, I soon found myself
25 feet away from the
stage, surrounded by
hundreds of eager fans
subconsciously de-
manding the long
awaited appearance of
the pop rock icon. 
Senior Ben Courson

was among the many
people enthralled in the
Panic! experience. “It
was hot, sweaty and
cramped, and I’m not
talking about the
crowd,” said Courson. 
The band is currently

performing at many
universities across the
U.S. and will continue
to tour with the similar
sounding band, Fall Out
Boy, until the end of the
summer. 

Preparing for Prom 2016: Across
the Galaxy

By Becca Siple 
SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR

“You must be this tall
to say no,” a six-foot
hand crafted ruler stated
as senior Ben Courson
presented his promposal
to his girlfriend, Elana
Hargenrater a sopho-
more at Meadville.
It’s that time of year

again. The annual tan-
ning, getting your nails
done, finding a dress, a
tux, and even a date.
Prom is here. 
Interesting and cre-

ative promposals circu-
late throughout the
school and social media.
Some of Saegertown’s
unique promposals in-
clude senior Nick Mon-
ico asking senior Maile
chang. “I gave her some
egg rolls and said if you
go to prom with me, I’ll
love you a long time.”
Her love for egg rolls
sealed the deal. 
Chang said, “I thought

it was funny and cool,
and I do love egg rolls.”
Other promposals in-

clude junior Grant Phelan
asking his significant
other, junior Emily Ford.
He made a poster that
read, “This is really
cheesy...PROM?” And he
placed cheese sticks on
the board. “It was really
cute, and I had no idea
about it,” said Ford. 
It was decided last year

that there needed to be a
change in venue. This
year's Prom is being held
at Smith’s Country Gar-
den in Guys Mills. “It’s a
beautiful place and has
air conditioning,” said
junior Jordan Gaut. 
This year’s theme was

voted on by the senior
class and “Across the
Galaxy” was the final de-
cision. 
“I think that the theme

is very creative, and the
prom committee will
make it even better,” said
junior Brittany Sample.
Doors open at 7 p.m. on
May 20. 
Anyone who needs

tickets or information can
contact junior class pres-
ident Cutter’b Pritchard,
Mrs. Lori Walls or Mrs.
Dani Shartle. 
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Soccer springs with spring soccer

By Cutter’b Pritchard
STAFF WRITER 

Three weeks have
passed and the boys
Spring Soccer team is un-
defeated.
They may have only

played one game, but the
boys are hard at work
with vigorous ball han-
dling, sprinting, and men-
tal toughness. 
Although the spring

season does not impact
the school record for the
team, the team is still
working hard at the
games. 
Their first game of the

season was against Ti-
tusville, which they won
with a final score of 3-2.
Then they moved on to

an aggressive cage match
against Meadville. 
The Panthers tied the

game 2-2 with goals by
Colten Beck and Trent
Krzysiak against the Bull-
dogs. 
The team includes

players from Meadville,
Saegertown, Cambridge,
Maplewood, and Cathe-
dral Prep. 
“We don’t take losses

too hard. If we lose, we
lose,” said Saegertown
senior Ben Courson. “The
best part of the team is our
forwards. They are very
quick and hit their
marks.” 
Iain Scott from Cam-

bridge, Trent Krzysiak
from Cambridge, and An-
drew Flynn from
Saegertown, all forwards,
have exceptional foot-
work and speed which
has helped the team excel
to their current record of
1-0-1. 
“Over the years that

I’ve played with the team,
it is now time to finish my
soccer career with a
bang,” said Courson. 
The team will be in ac-

tion again on Sunday
against Oil City in a
match that will be played
at Franklin High School.         Book buffs travel to YSU English Festival

By Caitlin Bieganski 
OPINION EDITOR

On April 20, librarian
Mrs. Betty Litke led eight
Saegertown students to
the Youngstown State
University English Festi-
val, an annual event de-
signed to promote
interest in literature and
showcase some of the re-
gion’s passionate readers.
Sophomores Kaity

Gage, Emily Loccisano,
and Megan Przybrowski,
and juniors Rachel
Barner, Dustin Bierman,
Sydney Kightlinger,
Melanie McClearn, and
Kaitlyn Walsh joined
about 1,400 others from
Ohio and Pennsylvania. 
They gathered to hear

authors speak, write im-
promptu essays, attend

workshops and perform-
ances, participate in book
discussions, and, of
course, play some lan-
guage games.
“For all the reading, it

was worth it. I met new
people and even made
some new friends,” jun-
ior Kaitlyn Walsh said.
At the festival, students

competed against one an-
other in impromptu essay
contests and literary
games, like “not-so-triv-
ial” pursuit. 
Winners received

prizes for their efforts,
such as books, savings
bonds, t-shirts, and dic-
tionaries.
Sophomore Kaity

Gage brought home an
honorable mention from
the journalism workshop
she attended, and was

awarded a
pin and a
book.
“It felt

great, be-
cause I did-
n’t realize
what I
wrote was
that good,”
said Gage,
“We had
about half
an hour to
ask him [au-
thor Matt
De la Pena]
questions,
and only
forty-five minutes to
write. It was intense.”
In order to prepare for

the event, students were
required to read seven
books that were involved
in the festival’s activities.

The book list included ti-
tles such as “I Will Save
You” by Matt De la Pena,
“Boy 21” by Matthew
Quick, and other novels
that were chosen to in-
spire literary interest in

the participants.
“I really liked it. I met

a lot of new people and
thought it was a good ex-
perience, overall,” said
sophmore Megan Przy-
browski.

Sydney Kightlinger/SHS
Students from Saegertown and Maplewood attended the 38th
annual YSU English Festival on April 20. 

By Kassidy Trace
STAFF WRITER 

Wearing yoga pants
to school has been a
violation of the dress
code for the past sev-
eral years. 
Yet it recently has

been brought to the
attention of the stu-
dents and staff that
the popular yoga
pants trend may be
making a comeback in
the next school year. 
Principal Tom Baker

and Assistant Principal
Phil Young plan to look
at the student handbook
and make decisions on
what needs to change
and what will stay the
same. This could include
changes to the current
dress code. 
“Students may possi-

bly be able to wear yoga
pants next year, but if we
start letting students
wear yoga pants, what's
next?” said Mr. Baker. 
Junior Alaina

Budzbanowski said, “I
think that we should be
able to wear yoga pants,
but people need to keep
in mind what size is
right for them and keep
everything covered.”
And junior Jesse Stewart
added, “I think people
should be able to wear
them and be comfort-
able.” 
At this point, the

issue is under discus-
sion, and until a new
policy is passed, yoga
pants are not allowed
unless they are cov-
ered by a finger-tip
length top. 

Dress code may be
updated next year

Mrs. Norwood thrilled to return to the classroom

By Michala Medved
and Jackie Galford
STAFF WRITER AND
FEATURES EDITOR 

“She is beautiful, won-
derful, and amazing…
any positive adjective.
She laughs a lot, and if
you’re ever in need of a
pick-me-up, just watch
her eat her toes or listen
to her in a fit of giggles.
Seriously, I love this kid,”
said Mrs. Norwood, who
returned to Saegertown
from maternity leave on
Wednesday, April 26. Of
course, she is describing
her daughter Vanessa
who was born on No-
vember 4. 
Although she is happy

to be back, Mrs. Nor-
wood does have some
mixed emotions about it.
“I am thrilled to see
everyone, teachers and
students alike, but it will
be hard being away from
my daughter after so
much time together,” she

said. Other appre-
hensions include
her ability to func-
tion on the few
hours of sleep that
she has been get-
ting, and the ad-
justment of
finding the bal-
ance between
work and parent-
ing. Other than
the fact that she
now has a new #1
priority, Mrs. Nor-
wood does not be-
lieve that having a
child has changed
her as a person.
“One thing I will
say though, being
a parent now has
made me infi-
nitely more aware of all
my parents have done
and continue to do for
me,” she said.
Mrs. LuAnn Strobel,

who filled in for Mrs.
Norwood, spent her final
day at Saegertown on
Tuesday.  “My favorite

thing about being in the
classroom was teaching
great literature and work-
ing with the students,”
she said. She plans to
continue working at
Scotland Yards Green-
house in Edinboro. 

Volleyball set
for success

By Ellie Lybarger 
STAFF WRITER

Although the volleyball
season just started, the
boys have already set
themselves up for suc-
cess.
So far, the varsity boys are

3-1 overall and 1-0 in the re-
gion, as of press time. The
team has only lost to North-
eastern at the Cambridge
Springs tournament, where
they placed second. The jun-
ior varsity team is unde-
feated in the region, but they
lost a very close preseason
match to Northeastern.
“(The season’s) going
great so far. We’ve played
against some good com-
petition, and we’ve done
pretty well,” said head
coach Justin Johnson. 
The Panthers have high

hopes for this year, aim-
ing to make it back to
states and take the District
10 title. “I hope to do ex-
actly what we did and
make it back to states,”
said senior Brad Amy.
They play next at the

Seneca Valley Tourna-
ment in Seneca Valley on
Saturday, April 30.

Junior high girls volleyball teams improved from start to finish

By Payton Brooks
STAFF WRITER

The junior high girls vol-
leyball team learned that the
key to a good team is not
measured by wins and
losses, but rather in the
friendships that you make
along the way.
“It was pretty fun, and

we all worked as a team,”
eighth grader Katelyn
Young said. This season
was Young’s first year,
and she was a heavy hit-
ting force for the team.
Young was not the only

new girl to the game. The
seventh graders walked
in with little experience
with the sport, as there is
no elementary program.
“We will excel next year

because we know more,
and we know the basic
skills. We’re used to each
other now,” seventh grade
setter Ava Jones said. Her
team had to learn the basics
of the game and other tech-
niques in a matter of weeks
before the matches began,
and while the wins came
few and far between, every
set was a learning experi-

ence.
“We improved quite a bit,

especially the seventh
graders. There were huge
improvements from begin-
ning to end for both teams,”
Coach Tim Houck said.
This was Houck’s first year
coaching the junior high
girls, and it was a relatively
successful one. The eighth
graders were 5-5 for the
season, and the seventh
graders were 1-9.
“It is always good to

beat Maplewood and
Cambridge, which we
did,” Houck said.

Baseball seeks D-10 crown
By Becca Siple
SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR

The Saegertown Pan-
ther baseball team has
been battling to keep a
good region standing in
one of the toughest re-
gions around. 
The boys have a record

of 6-4 overall and 3-1 in
the region. Every team
makes the playoffs, but
they are hoping to exceed
expectations and meet a
competitor in the finals.
Junior Dane Rhoades
said, “I think we can
make a good run for the
D-10 championship.”
The team lost lost four

seniors last year includ-
ing Saegertown alumni

Scott Sada who is cur-
rently playing baseball at
Penn State Behrend.
This year’s team only

has one senior: Daniel
Simmerman, who has
played three years of his
high school career at
Saegertown,  after trans-
ferring from Maplewood
High School. 
The team has high

hopes of bringing their
chemistry together and
continuing to fight for the
Region 3 title. 
Their next game is

today after school against
Youngsville at the
Saegertown Legion Field
for another Region 3
matchup. Then they will
face Oil City in a non-re-
gion game on Saturday.

Contributed Photo 
Mrs. Norwood and daughter Ve-
nessa celebrating Mrs. Nor-
woods return to school with
Vennessa’s oneies saying “I am
silently correcting your gram-
mer.” 

Follow us on Twitter @PantherPressSHS and check out all the news at thepantherpress.com

Dirt divas dominate
the diamond 

By Cutter’b Pritchard
and Ben Courson 
STAFF WRITER AND
BROADCAST TEAM

Two months have gone
by and the softball team is
going hard to not strike out
of the region title. 
The Saegertown Pan-

thers are 3-2 in the region,
as of press time, and look-
ing to regroup and find a
better focus. 
Although the team has

lost to the undefeated
Union City Bears and the
Youngsville Eagles, the
ladies are now sporting a
combined batting average
of above .500. 
On the dreary eve of

April 26, the diamond
divas went out and fero-
ciously stomped on the
Eisenhower Knights with a
20-2 victory. 
Haley Hess, sophomore,

had a pair of homeruns,
and Becca Siple, senior,
had a lone homer. 
The team is coached by

Mark Mckissock, Assis-
tant Coach John Kutz, and
Volunteer Coach Brian
Hanley. Mckisscock’s tra-
ditional saying is, “If it did-
n’t matter, they wouldn’t
keep score.”
The ladies will be in ac-

tion again, tomorrow April
30 at  Cochranton starting
at 4 p.m.

Contributed Photo
Senior Becca Siple at bat at during a home game at Bertam
Park.
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News

By Rachel Barner
STAFF WRITER

Springtime is here, and
so are the Keystones.
Saegertown sophomores
are preparing for literature
and biology, and select
students in grades 8-11
will be taking the Algebra
exam during the testing
window which stretches
from May 17-24. 
Even though there is a

temporary moratorium on
the tests being used as a
graduation requirement,
the students are still work-
ing hard to prepare. 
For many, though, the

pressure is off. “[It’s] a
sense of relief, and it feels
like they aren’t needed,
but we should at least do
good on them to give the
school a good report,”
sophomore Devin
Nearhoof said. 
Olivia Hoffman holds a

similar view. “I feel like

they are still important be-
cause of the teachers who
took the time to teach us.”  
As a reward for their

work on the Keystones
last year, this year’s jun-
iors went bowling for a
half day at Lost Lanes
Bowling Alley in Cam-
bridge Springs. 
For this year’s sopho-

mores, the teachers in
charge, Mrs. Nicole Keller
and Mrs. Stacey Hetrick,
are planning a similar in-
centive to celebrate the
time and effort the stu-
dents put into the exams. 
In the fall, they plan to

take the current sopho-
mores to the Erie Zoo in
the morning, Sara’s at
Presque Isle for lunch, and
then to the beach for the
rest of the afternoon. 
In order to do this,

Keller and Hetrick will
hold fundraisers so the trip
will be at no cost to the
students. To get this incen-
tive, one hundred percent
of sophomores must show
one year of growth in bi-
ology and English, as
measured by the Key-
stones.  “Everyone should
be able to do this,” Keller
said.

As a further incentive,
Principal Tom Baker has
proposed rewarding stu-
dents who score proficient
or advanced on the tests
with Junior Release at the
end of the first grading pe-
riod, nine weeks earlier
than all other juniors will
be eligible. 
As the testing days

draw near, Keller and Het-
rick feel positive about the
students’ progress. 
“They are very well

prepared. We’ve gone
over all the material and
there are review sessions
in Study Island. They’ve

had lots of opportunities to
review,” Keller said about
the students’ preparations
for the biology Keystones. 
“I’m very optimistic

[about the Keystones].
Seventy percent of juniors
did better than projected
by the state last year.
Overall, one hundred per-
cent of the students who
take the Keystones should
get a year’s growth from
their classes at
Saegertown, but the big-
ger, larger goal is that they
will have lifelong liter-
acy,” said Hetrick 

Keystone Incentives proposed for sophomores
By Ellie Lybarger and
Payton Brooks
STAFF WRITERS

“What more should
America do to protect her
borders” was the topic of
the 81st annual Pennsyl-
vania American Legion
essay contest. The con-
troversial question
brought in a variety of
opinions ranging from
limiting immigration to
eliminating the borders.
“It’s a great opportu-

nity for kids to write for
an outside audience,”
said Mrs. Stacey Hetrick,
who has been challeng-
ing her students to enter

the essay contest for the
past several years. 
This year’s first place

winner was Kaity Gage.
Runners up were Julia
Sada, Ryan Peters, and
Laura Monico. 
They received mone-

tary awards and certifi-
cates from Saegertown
American Legion Post
205 Commander Dan
Cole and Chief Financial
Officer Don Powell. 
Many of this year’s

participants found that
the topic revealed their
lack of knowledge on the
situation at America’s
borders. 
“I had to do research,

and I realized I had little

understand-
ing (on the
topic),” said
Sada. 
According

to Hetrick,
this year’s
topic was
more diffi-
cult and re-
quired more
research. 
“Usually,

the topic has
something to
do with veterans or the
Legion organization it-
self. This was a more po-
litical topic. Students
spent a lot of time just
trying to figure out what
they might say about it,”

Hetrick said. 
“I think you learn a lot

more in the process than
you realize,” said Mon-
ico. 
Although some of the

students did not enjoy the

theme of the essay, it was
the perfect opportunity
for them to learn about
their country’s foreign
policies and its efforts to
protect its citizens. 

Gage wins 81st American Legion Essay Contest

Contributed Photo
FROM LEFT: Don Powell, Kaity Gage, Ryan Peters, Laura Mon-
ico, Julia Sada, and  Dan Cole.

On the first and second
offenses, a warning is is-
sued to the student, and
on the third classroom
consequences such as a
phone call to home are
given. On the fourth of-
fense, the teacher sends
the student to the office
with the completed dis-
ruption log in order to re-
ceive a more severe
consequence. 
However, this is not to

say a student gets four
chances to get away with
misbehavior. The disrup-
tion logs are only used for
minor offenses, and
major ones, such as phys-
ical aggression or theft,
can result in an immedi-
ate write up. 
“The main goal is to

keep students in the class-
room and keep the proper
flow of education going,”

said Assistant Principal
Phil Young. Disruption
logs do this by identify-
ing behaviors that can be
handled by a classroom
teacher, which can mean
the difference between a
trip to the office or not.
So far, the new logs are

optional for teachers to
use, and have received
positive feedback from
teachers who are using
them. “It's working. It
helps, but it's too new to
really gauge right now,”
said Mr. Young, although
he noted that the prelimi-
nary data looks promis-
ing. 
The new logs were is-

sued to teachers just a
month ago, but overall
they are expected to keep
students in classrooms
and cut down on office
discipline. 

Discipline  
Continued from Page 1By Scout Van Cise

and Hunter Trzeciak 
STAFF WRITERS

Monday, April 18 ice
cream and other cold
snacks became available
to all lunches at
Saegertown High
School. 
So far the students

seem to be loving the
chilled desserts. Eighth
grader Brandon Gaus
said, “I’m excited be-
cause I like ice cream. It
makes me feel very re-
laxed because it cools my
body down when it’s
hot.”  
This is not the first

time ice cream has been
sold in our cafeteria
though, 
“We sold ice cream in

the cafeteria about five
years ago.” said PEN-
NCREST Food Service
Director Marla Perseo.  

However, the ice
cream just was not sell-
ing at the time, so it was
removed from our
school.  
Many snacks such as

the Grandma Cookies
and the Little Debbie
snacks that many of us
have seen in our cafeteria
in prior years had to be
removed due to federal
guidelines.  “We have to
follow the Smart Snacks
guidelines given to us,
we have no control over
the guidelines set,” said
Perseo.
The nutrition standards

are regulated by the
United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture re-
quired by the Healthy,
Hunger-Free Kids Act of
2010. The guidelines are
described as “practical,
science-based nutrition
standards.”

You may be wondering
how ice cream applies to
the nutrition standards re-
quired by Smart Snacks.
Many of the options you
see in the case are “low
fat” and in perfectly pro-
portioned cups, which al-
lows them to fit into the
federally mandated pro-
tocol.
The ice cream comes

in a variety of flavors, in-
cluding frozen yogurt,
sherbert, ice cream
cones, ice cream sand-
wiches, and even
Smoothie Kicks, which
cater to those with dairy-
free needs.  The a la carte
treats range in price from
$0.50-$1.25.  
In regards to how long

the freezer full of sweet
treats will stay in the
cafeteria Perseo said, “As
long as it sells, we will
keep it.”

In our cafe: We all scream for ice cream 

By Hannah Draa and
Paige Coon
STAFF WRITERS 

The May 5 trip to Pitts-
burgh will be the final
showdown for Spanish
teacher Senora Janyce
Brawn who is retiring at
the end of this year.
Senora and fifty mem-
bers of the Spanish Club
are traveling to Pittsburgh
to play lazer tag at Laser
Storm in the morning,
then they will go to the
Andy Warhol Museum,
followed by the Gateway
Clipper`s Spanish dinner
cruise. 
Senora Brawn, along

with the Spanish Club of-
ficers, made the execu-
tive decision to travel to
Laser Storm. “I’m look-
ing forward to zapping
the students,” she said.
Senora chose Laser
Storm because she
“wanted to do it one last
time.”  
One of Senora’s fond-

est memories happens to
be when the Spanish
Club took a trip to Laser
Storm several years ago. 
The Gateway Clipper

has been the final
destination for the
Spanish Club field
trip for many years.
“This will be my
eleventh or twelfth
year going on the
Spanish dinner
cruise,” said Brawn. 
Spanish club

Vice President Han-
nah Crum, who at-
tended the trip last
year, said, “It is a
great experience.
You get to be ele-
gant for a day.” 
Senora Brawn

has had many fond
memories on the
boat including
limbo on the top
deck of the dinner cruise.
Each year she takes a
limbo stick, and students
from our school along
with others get in-
volved. 
Although the limbo

stick is broken in half;
Senora has assured the
students that it will be
well-taped and ready to
make its final appear-
ance on the dinner
cruise.    
“I am going miss in-

teracting with the stu-
dents,” said Senora,
speaking about her im-
pending retirement.
After retiring she

plans to spend most of
her time traveling the
country with her hus-
band as well as writing
and illustrating different
scenes while she travels. 
“I am very much

looking forward to the
next chapter in my life,”
said Brawn. 

Senora Brawn cruising toward retirement

Hannah Draa/SHS
Senora Brawn with her limbo
stick that will travel with her
on the May 5 field trip. 

Rachel Barner/SHS
The  scale on the Keystones broken down to show the scores consider to be below basic. basic, proficient, and advanced.

Juniors run for office
By Garrett Johnston
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Election time has ar-
rived yet again for
Saegertown. Juniors are
forming their parties and
campaigning for the
votes of their class-
mates. 
The assembly will

take place on Tuesday,
May 3 when the candi-
dates will introduce
themselves to the school
and give a short speech
on why they think that
they are the best person
to have that position.
The student body will

vote on the candidates
Wednesday, May 4 dur-
ing social studies class,
and the winners will be
announced during tuto-
rial.
The BEAT party in-

cludes Ben Haylett,
Lainie Erdos, Emily
Burger, and Tanna Wal-
ters running for Presi-
dent, Vice President,
Secretary, and Treasurer
respectively. 
The Priority Party is

formed by Cutter’b
Pritchard, Paige Coon,
Jordyn Gaut. 
Austin “Clutch”

Brown is running as an
independent for Presi-
dent. 
This election is cru-

cial to the student body.
“Student Council of-

ficers are the students
who communicate the
students’ viewpoints of
what goes on in the
school with school board
and administrators,” said
Student Council advisor,
Mrs. Nicole Keller. 
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