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Haunting Humor: Clowns no laughing matter
By Cutter’b Pritchard 
SPORTS EDITOR

With their painted
faces, red noses, and
twisted smiles, the clown
cult is no laughing mat-
ter. 
The trend of clown

sightings initially started
on Aug. 23 across two
counties in South Car-
olina, then continued
through the first week of
September. 
The awful connotation

surrounding these fools is
that they have been con-
firmed to be near school
bus stops, the woods, and
inside of vans, attempting
to lure children near
them. Many have been
seen carrying weapons

such as bats, knives, and
pipes. 
The scare of these

masked menaces is
whether or not they are
doing this for a joke or
they really are felons.
Lieutenant Bill Miller,

a public information offi-
cer with the Tennessee
Highway Patrol, Depart-
ment of Safety and
Homeland Security said,
"We don't know if they're
threats or hoaxes, but
they're causing a lot of
public concern, and we
have an obligation to
make sure that we ad-
dress that and give the
public the best informa-
tion we have."
Not only has the mis-

chievous movement

plagued more than forty
states, but with trick-or-
treating underway, many
find it entertaining to
dress as hair-raising
clowns, rousing the
masses. People do not
know whether to be terri-
fied by the sightings, or
to simply laugh them off.
Those who dress as

clowns may not realize
what they are doing by
their actions.
“The fact that I would

be all alone and if one
was walking towards me
in the woods with a
weapon would be a little
scary,” eighth grader
Max Fuller said. 
We all know someone

with coulrophobia, or the
fear of clowns. Whether

it be their floppy feet,
ridiculous hair, or just the
way they laugh, people
have legitimate fears of
these painted performers. 
“They’re scary to me,”

eighth grader Sydnie
Smith said. “I’ve always
been afraid of them since
I was at a parade and this
clown fell and tried to
grab me to lighten his

fall. It was so terrifying.
Their faces are just scary
and creepy. Especially
their makeup. They do it
weird. ”
So be cautious when

going for strolls near dark
forests, your local bus
stop, or even on Hal-
loween night, for the
haunting humor may be
lurking nearby. 

Horror movies to see during the season
By Ben Haylett
DIRECTOR OF 
BROADCASTING 

Since when did exces-
sive gore distinguish a
horror movie from any-
thing else? Why is it that
for a movie to be consid-
ered scary these days, it
has to be a bloody mess
from start to finish? 
I pine for the era when

scary movies did not just
gross us out and try to
startle us with lazy jump
scares, but tried to deeply
horrify us to our very
core. 
Standards like “The

Exorcist,” “Nightmare on
Elm Street,” and “Friday
the 13th” definitely give
me these feelings of
dread. However, I do not
think any movie better
brings out these emotions

better than Stanley
Kubrick’s “The Shin-
ing.” 
“The Shining” fol-

lows the Torrance
family as they expe-
rience the strange
happenings that
occur during the time
they spend at the
Overlook Hotel.
Jack, the father
played by Jack
Nicholson, goes in-
sane throughout the
course of the film,
and his outbursts
begin to endanger his
wife and their son, Danny.
This movie has always

scared the bejesus out of
me. Creepy twins in the
hallway, elevators full of
blood, and the famous
“HERE’S JOHNNY!”
scene bring a sort of fright

to the table that just is not
present in horror films of
today. 
If you see one horror

movie this Halloween
season, make sure it is
“The Shining.” Just make
sure to leave the lights on.

Parent committee seeks to
improve PENNCREST communication

By Austin Brown
NEWS EDITOR

Out of the ashes of the
district’s financial woes
rose the PENNCREST
Parent Committee. 
The committee meets

with Superintendent
Michael Healey and
posts updates of their dis-
cussions on their Face-
book page. 
The goal, as found on

their page, is to “provide
a link between parents
and the school district. 
It is the committee’s

goal to improve commu-
nication between parents
and the school district.”
Some topics of discus-
sion during their recent
meeting was the return of
Saegertown`s marching
band, the large class sizes
created due to teacher

cuts, and many other top-
ics targeting the effi-
ciency of each school. 
By creating this link

between the district and
the community, ideas and
insights can be shared
from multiple sources. 
You can email the

committee with any con-
cerns or questions at pen-
ncrestpc@gmail.com.

By Hillary Twiford
STAFF WRITER

Last year the Class of
2018 was promised a field
trip if they showed a
year’s worth of growth on
the Spring 2016 Keystone
exams, and the recently
released results show that
they achieved that goal in
literature and biology. 
As a reward for their

hard work, they will be
going to the Movies at
Meadville to see the
movie “Storks  and the
Lost Lanes Bowling
Alley in Cambridge
Springs on Tuesday,
Nov.1.  The trip comes at
no cost to the students. 
Sophomore teachers

Mrs. Stacey Hetrick, Eng-

lish, and Mrs. Nicole
Keller, biology, organized
the trip to incentivize and
motivate the students to
do their bests on the tests.
“I am incredibly proud

of the junior class. They
worked hard to get where
they are. I am very much
excited to see who has
mad bowling skills and
who doesn’t. But in the
end, we are celebrating
growth. Everyone is capa-
ble of growing and get-
ting better,” Mrs. Hetrick
said. 
This is the second year

an incentive trip has been
organized for growth on
the Keystone exams, and
Hetrick and Keller hope
to make it an annual
event. 

Juniors headed to movies and 
bowling to celebrate growth

Shawn Morelli Day at Saegertown High School
By Bailey Kozalla
SPORTS EDITOR

SAEGERTOWN, PA,
-Two-time paralympic
gold medalist, Shawn
Morelli will return to
Saegertown High School
on Nov. 3 to be honored
at “Shawn Morelli Day.”
Students and faculty

will celebrate her
achievements and learn
about her story. 
The day will begin

with a school-wide wel-
come assembly in the
school’s auditorium.
Then Morelli will visit
Saegertown Elementary
School and attend a spe-
cial luncheon with stu-
dents in the high school
library. 
The afternoon will in-

clude a press conference
with the staff of The Pan-
ther Press and visits to
health, anatomy, and bio-
medical engineering
classes. 
This will be Morelli’s

first trip back to her alma
mater.  “I think it is pretty

cool. To be recognized
by the school is some-
thing I never thought of.
It is an honor for me to
give back my school and
hometown,” said
Morelli.
Shawn Morelli is a

1994 graduate of
Saegertown Jr. Sr. High
School. She attended
Penn State and Webster
Universities in 1998 and
2001. 
After graduating, she

became an engineer offi-
cer in the United States

Army. In 2007, Morelli
was injured by an impro-
vised explosive device in
Afghanistan. It left her
with neck and nerve
damage, traumatic brain
injury, and permanent
blindness in her left eye. 
Two years later,

Morelli decided to take
up cycling. “I took up cy-
cling as a way to heal
mentally and physically.
After I was wounded it
awoke so much in my
life that was different and
my therapist and PT were

thinking of ways to get
me active again as I re-
gained ability to walk
and balance. They sug-
gested cycling believing
it would give me back
some of that freedom I
had lost,” Morelli said.
She now lives in Col-

orado Springs, Colo., and
is working on a Ph.D. in
public and community
service. She coaches a
high school soccer team,
mentors kids at a local
community center, and
speaks to health classes. 

Morelli has a total of
six medals in her cycling
career. Two gold were
from her recent win at the
2016 Paralympic games
in Rio. 
Morelli was one of

nine cyclists competing
in the C4 road race cate-
gory. Crossing the finish
line with a time of
29:25:40 enabled her to
capture gold, after 9.3
miles of pedaling. 
In the individual pur-

suit race, Morelli com-
peted against eight other
cyclists in the C4 cate-
gory. She placed first in
the preliminaries and
won the gold medal
match against Australian
Susan Powell with a time
of 3:59.407, five seconds
ahead of her competitor. 

This press release was
orginally published on Oct. 24
at  www.thepantherpress.com.
For questions concerning
Shawn Morelli day, contact
sykightlinger@psdmail.org. 

http://elderhsquill.org/11194/features/killer-clowns-on-the-loose/
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Dressing on a budget: Halloween Edition
By Scout Van Cise
OPINION EDITOR

Whether for trick-or-
treat or festive parties,
85.3 percent of teenagers
celebrate Halloween in
some way. According to
the National Retail Feder-
ation, 43.9 percent of peo-
ple plan on dressing up
for Halloween. 
The average amount of

money spent on a cos-
tume is $31.52. While the
holiday only comes once
a year, spending over $30
on a single costume can
be a little costly, espe-
cially for teenagers. 
Here are some clever

costume ideas that will
make your Halloween fun
and affordable.
Humorous costumes

seem to always be a hit,
but how can you get the
look without the price? 

Dressing up as a nerd is
a cost-friendly style, for
you can find most if not
all of the costume in your
own home. 
Find your dad’s plaid

shirt, a pair of jeans, and
some colorful socks, and
you’re halfway there. To
ace the look, grab an old
pair of glasses, wrap
some tape around them,
and give your hair a mid-
dle part.  
However, for those of

us going for a scary look,
which is arguably the
most affordable way to
pick a costume. Going as
a zombie is creepy as well
as inexpensive. Rip up
some old clothes, apply
some green or gray col-
ored makeup, and your
frightening zombie cos-
tume is ready to go. 
Dressing up as a skele-

ton is just as simple, it just

requires a little bit of
black and white makeup.
Paint your face white,
your eyes black, and draw
on teeth and your cos-
tume will be absolutely
bone-chilling. 
Lastly, a classic cos-

tume always goes a long
way. Buy or make a
witch’s hat, throw on a
black dress or robe, and
transform yourself into a
witch or wizard. 
It’s just as easy to be a

pirate, grab a hat and an
eyepatch, draw on a
beard, add some jewelry
and your costume will be
capturing everyone’s eye. 
Another classic and

low-priced costume is, of
course, a vampire. Pick up
a pair of fangs for a few
dollars at the store, add
some red paint on your
mouth, and your costume
will be to-die-for!

By Hannah Myers
and Francis Jageacks
STAFF WRITERS 

Trick-or-Treating in
high school is really a hit
or miss. While some
adults get a kick out of
seventeen-year olds com-
ing to their door begging
for candy, others are an-
noyed. However, Key
Clubbers went door to
door on Oct. 27 not ask-
ing for candy but asking
for contributions for
Trick-or-Treat for
UNICEF. 
While, the Pantherian

Key Club has partici-
pated every year since its
2009 charter, “Trick-or-
Treat for UNICEF” is an
international project that
began in 1950 to assist
children who are living in
places where war, dis-
ease, and poverty are
overwhelming. UNICEF
and Key Club Interna-

tional came
together in
1994 to
f i g h t
a g a i n s t
HIV and
AIDS in
count r ies
like Swaziland and
Kenya. Now the dona-
tions go toward "The
Eliminate Project,” a pro-
gram to eliminate neona-
tal tetanus, which kills
approximately one baby
every eleven minutes ac-
cording to kiwanis.org.
“Trick-or-Treat for

UNICEF” officially
started on Oct. 1. Since
then, Key Clubbers have
gathered donations dur-
ing lunch, held a hat day,
and went house to house
for contributions. Secre-
tary Rachel Barner pre-
dicts that over half of the
goal will be collected at
the Oct. 28 Graveyard

Gala and the Nov. 18 Hat
and Pajama Day. 
“This year we aim to

raise $250. Thirteen lives
can be saved through
vaccination with every
five dollars donated. That
will save approximately
650 lives,” said President
Sydney Kightlinger 
“Trick-or-Treat for

UNICEF is such a noble
cause. As a community,
we have the ability to
save lives around the
world. I really enjoyed
trick-or-treating for a pur-
pose. I encourage every-
one to continue
contributing to the cause
by coming to the Grave-
yard Gala,” said Barner.

Tyler Brooks
STAFF WRITER

Imagine walking
through the snowy
woods one night, away
from all the huff and puff
of the city. 
You're finally alone.

But not quite alone. 
You hear a female

voice calling for you. As
you go to her, a swift
scythe of bone cracks
down on your neck from
above. 
You lay unwillingly

motionless as the
scythe’s owner takes out
your spine and your arms
before flying you to a
large branch. 
You have no way in

which to move your re-
maining body parts, and

as the sharpened branch
penetrates your ab-
domen, the last thing in
your sight is a mighty
gray songbird.
Such is the life of the

prey of the predatory
songbird known as the
Great Grey Shrike, the
Northern Shrike, or in
Latin, Lanius excubitor,
which translates to “The
Butcher Watchman.” 
Just as the bird cannot

agree upon a name, nei-
ther can it agree upon
what wants to be. The
tiny songbird is closely
related to crows and
ravens, explaining its
acute intelligence, as well
as another brand of small
songbird known as
vireos, which explain its
musical stylings. 

Unlike its two cousins,
the bird has a taste for
meat.
With a large bill the

size of its head with a
devastating hook on the
end for tearing apart
meat, shrikes are terrify-
ing little birds. 
They memorize the

calls of nearby birds and
mimic them to lure in
other birds, which it
swoops down upon. It
then uses its meat cleaver
of a beak to tear the bird’s
neck apart, paralyzing the
bird. 
Its prey is then de-

winged and de-spined
and impaled upon a sharp
branch or barbed wire,
usually alive. 
The males with the

most victims attract the

most mates, and those
with less victims have
less snacks for later. Not
just birds are on the menu
but also rodents, lizards,
and large insects, which
are almost always im-
paled even if the bird
wants to eat them imme-
diately.
The large grey song-

birds are not alone in
their impaling, as the
Australian Butcherbirds,
while less prolific and
less gory, still impale
prey.
Just in time for Hal-

loween, the birds are be-
ginning their migration
from Canada, south to-
wards Pennsylvania and,
more specifically,
Saegertown. 
On Hallow’s Eve, with

moon of grey and ground
of black, be on the look-
out for the Watchman’s
attack. 

Tyler Brooks is
Saegertown’s resident or-
nithologist. If you have
questi ons about birds,
email him at tyl-
brooks@psdmail.org.

Birds with Brooks: The butcher  watchman hunts this winterThe Prez says: Make memories, 
but stay safe 

Every year since sixth
grade, it seems that our
excitement for Hal-
loween has withered like
jack-o-lanterns in No-
vember. We don’t have
those crazy Halloween
parties we saw in movies
growing up. Some of us
go to “haunted houses”
and on hayrides, but as a
whole we are staying
home and eating the stale
candy corn our parents
left us. 
As the holiday of tricks

and treats is upon us it is
important to keep your
head on straight; other-
wise, you could end up
with a witches brew of
catastrophes. 
Just because you are

dressed up like a super-
hero does not mean you
have their powers. This
means that you should
not try imitating their

abilities. 
Y o u

l i k e l y
c a n n o t
fly, and if
you get
hit by a
car you
will feel
p a i n .
However,
in all seriousness it is im-
portant to remember to
stay safe. I hope you take
part in the festivities and
enjoy this Halloween
with your family and
friends. 
If  you do not have

anything planned, then
come to tonight's Grave-
yard Gala  at 7 p.m. There
will be games, contests,
and prizes. 
I’d like to thank every-

one who wore costumes,
and have a happy Hal-
lows’ Eve.

Austin Brown 

Key Clubbers “Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF”


