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“LEGO BATMAN” DAZZLES AUDIENCES 
By Ben Haylett
BROADCAST DIRECTOR

Warner Brother’s
newest movie based on
the loveable bricks we all
played with as children is
guaranteed to make not
only children, but chil-
dren at heart, say “I’M
BATMAN” for days after
leaving the theater.

“LEGO BATMAN” is
an immediate classic that
holds up well when com-
pared against its prede-
cessor, “THE LEGO
MOVIE.”  

A colorful cast of char-
acters that we all know
and love from older Bat-
man films and comics,
such as Robin, Batgirl,
the Joker, and of course
Batman, are back and
better than ever in this
new, less dark take on the
caped crusader. 

Newcomers to the Bat-
man franchise and vener-

ated fans alike
can enjoy
“LEGO BAT-
M A N ’ s ”
humor, which
is filled with
hidden Easter
eggs for die
hard fans and
jokes for the
average movie
watcher to be
able to com-
pletely under-
stand and
enjoy.

The visual
effects of
“LEGO BAT-
MAN” are ab-
solutely stunning and
build (no pun intended)
on what “THE LEGO
MOVIE” laid the foun-
dation for. 

Throughout the entire
film, you will be hard
pressed to find one ele-
ment that is not made
completely out of LEGO

bricks. The effect really
shines in one of the final
battles of the movie
where Batman must fight
giant monsters terroriz-
ing Gotham City. 

The painstaking atten-
tion to detail employed
by the creative minds be-
hind “LEGO BATMAN”
really is evident in this

scene.
While “LEGO BAT-

MAN” is definitely
aimed at children, people
of all ages can enjoy its
heartwarming story of
learning to work with
others, a message that is
especially pertinent in
this time of great separa-
tion in our country.

As a whole, “LEGO
BATMAN” is a great
family or nerdy date
night choice for all ages.

If you want an enter-
taining, fun, and truly
heartwarming movie
going experience,
“LEGO BATMAN” is
definitely for you.

Opinion: Rerouting, not just something you hear on a GPS
Kaitlyn Walsh
FEATURES EDITOR

Since March 15, peo-
ple have been grieving
the loss of an important
part of our lives here in
Saegertown; the Brook-
houser Bridge. 

It has always been a
staple of Saegertown’s
work commute or travel
plans, and now that it has
become impassable, peo-
ple are scrambling for
other options. 

Most students and staff
that live east of French
Creek have been taking

the pot-hole infested haz-
ard that is known as
Grange Center Road as
the alternative. 

If you don’t already
know, Grange Center
Road is located in close
proximity to Greener
Pastures Vet Clinic. 

You might be thinking,
“Well wait, why can’t I
just go up the smaller
bridge and get to school
that way?” Well, that’s no
longer an option either as
the end of Jordan Drive is
blockaded.

Construction first

began across Brook-
houser back in 2016, but
nothing major was done
to the roads - just some
new lines were painted
and the neighboring
houses were demolished
to make room for the up-
coming roundabout. 

The headaches, how-
ever, are just beginning. 

“It is an inconvenience
to myself and practically
the whole school,” senior
driver Anna Swartout said.
“However, it is for the bet-
terment of our commu-
nity, and we should

appreciate
that we are
g e t t i n g
something
fixed with
our roads.”

T h e
bridge is
scheduled
to be com-
pleted on
Oct. 27,
2017, and costs
$7,289,000 according to
PennDot’s website. 

For the time being, the
bridge will continue to be
closed until the project is

complete. 
If you have questions

about the bridge, contact
Jeff Hummer, assistant
construction engineer for
the bridge at jeffhum-
mer@state.pa.us.
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By Grant Phelan 
STAFF WRITER

Two weeks have
passed since the Brook-
houser Bridge at the in-
tersection of Route 19
and Route 198 closed.
Since then, the amount of
car activity on detour
roads, especially Grange
Center, has skyrocketed.

“A lot more cars have
been driving down our
road,” senior Luke Triola
said. “All the buses use
that road, so the morn-
ings and after school are
normally the busiest.”  

Many have the fear
that this increased activ-
ity will cause rapid dam-
age to the unpaved

sections of Grange Cen-
ter. 

Potholes and bumps
are scattered along the
route, which reduces traf-
fic speed, but the in-
creased usage is taking a
toll on local residents and
vehicles. 

“Traffic is nonstop.
There are peak hours that
are worse than others,”
science teacher Mr. Phil
Young Jr. said. Like Tri-
ola, Mr. Young lives on
Grange Center. 

“My kids and my wife
and I are being awakened
by big trucks and trailers
driving by and hitting
potholes in the mornings.
The road could have been
prepped better by the

township for all the traf-
fic. They could have ad-
vocated for the township
more with state I think,”
Mr. Young said.  

He added that the
roundabouts in them-
selves are a $13 million
project, and to tar and
chip the two-mile dirt
stretch of Grange Center
would cost much less.

According to a 2015
article in the Pittsburgh
Post Gazette, PennDOT’s
cost to tar and chip a road
is $8,900-$13,000 per
mile. While the cost may
have increased slightly, it
would still be a fraction
of what the roundabout
projects cost. 

In such a small amount

of time, so much seems
to have been changed. At
this point, it’s a matter of
getting used to what will
be the norm for the next
five months. As previ-
ously stated in past arti-
cles, the bridge is
planned to reopen as
early as August or late as
October.  

“What used to be a two
minute drive into
Saegertown is now a
twelve minute drive, so I
have to plan ahead my
trips into town,” Mr.
Young said. “There is no
dust control, so over the
summer I may be dealing
with that unless things
change.” 

Mr. Young also noted

that signage needs to be
improved.  “A bus just
drove up Reservoir Hill
the other day not know-
ing any better. You can
get airborne on that road.”
Speed limit signs are only
posted at one end of
Reservoir.

“I plan on attending
the next township meet-
ing, and we are not asking
for miracles, but it can be
better,” Mr. Young said. 

Junior Jarrett DeJohn,
who drives to school,
shares Mr. Young’s frus-
tration. “The bridge being
closed is doubling my
time. The potholes on
Grange Center are terri-
ble. The suspension on
my car is suffering.” 

Roundabout watch:Tension builds with bridge closure

Robotics one debuts bots to battle 
By Francis Jageacks
staff writer 

The Saegertown robot-
ics class will be partici-
pating in the eleventh
annual RoboBOTS com-
petition at Meadville
High School’s gymna-
sium on Saturday, April
1. This year Saegertown
has two teams that will
be competing for preem-
inence and glory against
45 other teams from
twenty different schools
in the region. “The 45th
Infantry” will be battling
with their bot “Thunder-
bird” and “Team
Supreme” will field their
bot named “Whip
cream.” 

To create student inter-
est in technical education
careers, the National
Tooling and Machining
Association (NTMA)

representatives of North-
western Pennsylvania
and the producers of the
Battle Bots television
show created
RoboBOTS in 2006-07.
The idea behind
RoboBOTS is so stu-
dents can come together
and use skills in math,
science, engineering and
manufacturing for educa-
tional purposes.
Saegertown’s bot “Chop-
per the Under Cutter”
took fifth place in last
year’s competition. 

This year most of the
students are new to the
robotics class and are
anxious to compete.
Their advisor, Industrial
Technology teacher Mr.
Jeff Patrick has faith in
them. “It comes down to
how well it [their bot]
stays together and the

luck of the draw basi-
cally,” Mr. Patrick said.

“It could be an easy
competition, and we win
it and move on,” said
sophomore Devin
Steiger, member of The
45th Infantry. The mem-
bers of “Team Supreme”
are Logan Krasa, Robby
Brown, Darian Kaye,
Kendra Jordan, Austin
Kimmel, Hailley Ruhl,
and Brandon Smith.
Members of “The 45th
Infantry” include Noah
Greenawalt, Ethan
Hayes, Sam Shelen-
berger,  Canyon Smith,
Jeremy Newhard, Devin
Steiger, and Austin Kiser.
Doors open at 8 a.m., and
the competition starts at 9
a.m. To follow the action,
you can access the
livestream at metalsin-
motion.org.

Francis Jageacks/SHS
Mr. Patrick helps Ethan Hayes prepare for Satur-
day’s RoboBots battle.

Good luck to members of The Panther Press staff competing at PSPA state championship tomorrow. 
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By Stefanie Arblaster
WEBSITE EDITOR

Saegertown market-
ing club members have
worked diligently to
provide the student body
with products to help
show off your school
spirit, and now they
have the merchandise
ready to fly off their
shelves. 

This year, the market-
ing club is offering

brand new panther stick-
ers, sunglasses, earbud
splitters/phone stands,
drawstring bags, and
auxiliary cords.

To make their prod-
ucts more accessible,
they have launched a
website www.saegmar-
ketingclub.wikispaces.c
om to view the prices of
the merchandise, and
who to contact to order
each product.

Merchandise is avail-
able for purchase for the
remainder of the school
year. 

Mr. Tim Houck
started the marketing
club twenty years ago to
be a hands-on experi-
ence for students to ex-
plore the entrepreneurial
mindset. 

Students brainstorm
different products to sell
to the student body and

come up with different
ways to sell and adver-
tise their product
throughout the building. 

So far they have cre-
ated polls and done ex-
tensive research into
how to effectively ad-
vertise their product.
“It’s a great way for kids
to get a hands on, real-
world experience on
how producing and sell-
ing a product works,”

Mr. Houck said.  
Senior Dane Rhoades,

one of the designers of
the panther stickers, en-
joys the independence
of getting to create and
market a product that
you design yourself. 

“I like to see the dif-
ferent areas of market-
ing and how to advertise
it so that people will
want purchase your
product,” Rhoades said. 

Marketing club offers new merchandise 

Baseball team rolls with the changes
By Grant Phelan
STAFF WRITER

With the change of
seasons also comes a
change in sports. And
change is definitely in
the air for the baseball
team this year.

After the resignation
of head coach Tim
Crum, the baseball team
was in the search of a
new commandeer. They
found it in JJ Potts. 

“Right away he
seemed to have a solid
background of the
game,” sophomore sec-
ond baseman Ryan
Sherry said. In addition
to Potts, Mr. Brad Wise
has stepped up as assis-
tant coach. 

Since picking up a

new coaching staff, the
team has been working
each night to prepare for
their home opener on
April 5. 

They even had a few
informal batting open
gyms before official
ones began. 

Key players returning
from last year include
seniors Alan McGill,
Tony Offi, Dane
Rhoades, Chase Leech,
Ben Berger, and Nick
Palmer. “It’s going
good, everybody has an
attitude of wanting to
get better,” senior
pitcher Rhoades said. 

Along with some pre-
season practice, the
hardballers will be trav-
eling to warmer weather
in Florida on March 30

- April 4.  
Up to four games

have been scheduled in
the Sunshine State. That
will be the first time the
Panthers will wear the
blue and gold this sea-
son. 

And to make things
more interesting when
they return, four addi-
tional teams have been
added to the Region 3
this year, including
Eisenhower, Cochran-
ton, Iroquois, and
Youngsville. 

Region play begins
for the Panthers against
Youngsville on April 5
at home, and they have
high hopes. 

“We want to win Dis-
trict 10 this year,”
Rhoades said. 

Batter up: Softball team ready for upcoming season
Cutter’b Pritchard
SPORTS EDITOR

After a dominant run in
the state playoffs in 2016,
the Lady Panthers’ soft-
ball team is looking to
pick up where it left off.

“Our success last year
took a lot of hard work
and dedication, but I be-
lieve that we can achieve
the goals we've set for
ourselves this year as
well as last,” senior
catcher Brittany Sample
said. 

The feisty felines made

it to the PIAA quarterfi-
nals at Slippery Rock
University last season
when they dropped their
game against the West
Greene Pioneers 4-1. 

“We're motivated to
get farther than any other
Saegertown (softball)
team, which would be the
semi finals. The ultimate
goal, of course, is to get
to that state champi-
onship and represent our
small town back home,”
sophomore shortstop
Carlie Schlosser said. 

The team ended last
year with a total record of
15-8 and a commanding
Region 3 performance of
8-1.  

“We might be a little
more behind than we
were last year, but if we
put it all together and
play as team, then we can
beat all the teams we
faced last year,”
Schlosser said. 

After the loss of such a
dominant group of sen-
iors, including the likes
of Becca Siple, Maile

Chang, Felisha Offi,
Haley Wise, and Miranda
Henry, the ladies know
they will have to fill
those giant cleats for the
upcoming season. 

“We will have to step
up, and new leaders will
rise. We just need the
commitment and posi-
tivity like we had last
year,” Schlosser said.  

Despite having a
young lineup, the group
looks to turn some
heads with their up and
coming talent.

    “I believe that a few
of our freshman can re-
ally surprise some
teams when they are up
to bat. They know how
to hit and that's some-
thing we are going to
need as a team,” Sample
said. 

Last night the ladies
faced the Grove City
Eagles. 

Results were unavail-
able as of press time.

They will be in action
again on Thursday at
Ligonier Valley. 

TRACK AT SHS
By Emily Ford
PHOTO EDITOR

For nine years,
Saegertown athletes par-
ticipated in track events
with Maplewood and
Cambridge Springs. 

This year, howevr,
cross country coaches Bill
Hetrick, Ashley
McLallen, and John
McMillen have agreed to
bring track to SHS. 

Meeting Mondays and
Wednesdays after school,
12 runners workout on
hills and perform en-
durance training. 

On Tuesdays and
Thursdays, Cambridge
Springs and Saegertown
runners meet at Meadville
High School’s track to fa-
miliarize themselves with
their school’s facilities
and work on individual

events. They plan to par-
ticipate in three to four
weekday meets and two
or three Saturday invita-
tionals in an effort to meet
district qualifying times ac-
cording to coach Bill Het-
rick. 

The entire 2016 girls
cross country team as well
as six others who had an in-
terest in trying the sport
have made the commit-
ment. 

“We all wanted to run to
get in shape earlier for cross
country season so we can
accomplish our goals. I
love the bond with all the
girls,” said junior Beka
McClymonds. 

The team’s first taste of
competition will come
Saturday, April 8 at the
Harbor Creek Track and
Field Invitational. 

March Madness
By Nick Bradley
WEBSITE EDITOR 

With the month of
March coming to a close,
the tiers of the elaborate
division contest of men’s
basketball is concluding.

Since the beginning of
this year's tournament,
there have already been
some upsets, one of them
being Duke University's
(2) loss to South Carolina
University (7), as well as
Villanova’s (1) loss to
Wisconsin (8). 

Along with these up-
sets, others have also oc-
curred which have hurt
the endless search for a
perfect bracket. However,
this is what March Mad-
ness is all about. There is
a possibility that any team
can grind it out and ulti-
mately take the trophy. 

“My brackets are
awful, I had Arizona win-
ning one of my brackets
and North Carolina beat-
ing Duke in the other

bracket,” science teacher
Mr. Chris Greco said.

The teams are still
‘Duke’ing it out in order
to advance. Going into
the Elite Eight is Xavier
(11) which accomplished
a close upset win over
Arizona (2). This is a
huge win since Xavier is
the only double digit
ranked team that is left in
the tournament. 

With some teams that
were thought to win the
tournament now elimi-
nated, there are still some
hopefuls who have their
destined teams in the mix
like senior Jude Mat-
tocks.

“I believe North Car-
olina will win because
they are a really good
team that plays very com-
petitively,” Mattocks
said. 

Perhaps North Carolina
will win it now, or maybe
they will be the next to
fall in this competitive
tournament. 

By Jade Allen
STAFF WRITER

The 2017 PMEA
(Pennsylvania Music Ed-
ucators Association) Re-
gion Band was held at
Port Allegany High
School on March 23-25.

The concert was held
on March 25 at 1 p.m. in
the school’s auditorium. 

Seniors Jesse Stewart
on tuba and Logan Krasa
on bass clarinet attended
the festival after placing
at districts in February.
They were accompanied
by their teacher Mrs.
Susan James to the festi-
val. 

The music selections
for Region Band this year

were: “ The Star Span-
gled Banner (U.S. Armed
Forces Edition),” “Salute
to PMEA,” “Irish Tune
from County Derry,”
“Shadow Rituals,” “The
Chimes of Liberty,” “De-
claration Overture,”
“Danze Final from Es-
tancia.” 

The concert was
mainly directed by the
guest conductor, Stacey
Larson Dolan, who is the
Undergraduate Dean and
Associate Director of
Bands at VanderCook
College of Music in
Chicago. 

Additionally, the host
director, Brad Stewart,
directed “The Star Span-
gled Banner” and “Salute

to PMEA” at the start
of the concert. “It
was definitely a fun
experience,” said
Stewart.

When the audition
process was com-
pleted, the chair
placements and state
qualifiers announce-
ments were made.
Stewart placed third
chair on tuba and
Krasa placed fourth
chair on bass clarinet.
The top bass clarinet
and tuba move onto
the state festival. 

Stewart said,
“Logan and I learned
a lot even though we
didn’t get the oppor-
tunity to advance.”

Saegertown students attend PMEA Region Band Fest

Contributed Photo 
Logan Krasa and Jesse Stewart represented
Saegertown at Region Band March 23-25. The festival
was held at Port Allegany High School. 

By Bailey Kozalla
SPORTS EDITOR

Walt Whitman’s  unfor-
gettable quote, “For every
atom belonging to me as
good belongs to you,” is
the substructure for the
first issue of the
Saegertown literary maga-
zine. 

This new publication is
being compiled by the
members of the journalism
and AP English classes. 

The editorial board will
consist of Mr. Bill Hetrick
and Mrs. Stacey Hetrick,
as well as student repre-
sentatives. 

The magazine will in-
corporate a variety of stu-
dent talent, from art, to
writing, to poetry, and
much more. 

Submissions are being
accepted until April 7 and
can be delivered to Mr. or
Mrs. Hetrick. 

An open-mic night and
launch party will be held in
late April or early May for

magazine contributors to
come and share their work
with the public. 

Juniors Hannah Nichol-
son and Payton Brooks
from the Panther Press are
leading the management
of the publication by su-
pervising the production
and editing process as a
whole. 

“I am very excited to
have this opportunity to
see the other talents in
Saegertown. I do a lot of
writing in my free time,
and I came up with the
idea of a literary magazine
before I joined journal-
ism,” Nicholson said.

Mr. Hetrick hopes that
students looking for a
showcase to share their
work and accomplishment
can find it in the magazine. 

“We want to create a
space for our very talented
students who otherwise do
not have an outlet.” Mr.
Hetrick said. 

Mrs. Hetrick is gearing

up for the debut of the
magazine. 

“We are launching a
new brand to celebrate the
literary and artistic
achievements of our
vastly talented and cre-
ative student body,”
Mrs. Hetrick said. 

“I’m hopeful they
[the readers] will be im-
pressed and amazed at
the beauty produced by
the people sitting in the
desks around them.”

All students, staff,
and the community of
Saegertown are being
invited to share their
writing and artistic tal-
ent with the magazine. 

To submit an entry,
create it in a Google
Document, and share it
with Mr. Hetrick at
whetrick26@gmail.com
by April 7.

More details on the
publication and launch
party will be forthcom-
ing. 

Literary Magazine launching soon


