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It’s time to run for the Black Friday deals
By Laura Monico
SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR

Will you be rushing to finish 
Thanksgiving dinner early so you 
can get the best Black Friday deals 
of the year? 

Thanksgiving is a day for relatives 
to gather, feast on turkey, and show 
gratitude for all of the little things in 
life that often go underappreciated. 

This holiday has been celebrated 
since 1621 when Plymouth colonists 
shared an autumn harvest showing 
thanks to one another for the food 
they had been blessed with that year.

However, as time has progressed, 
the holiday has gone from one of 
complete gratitude to one focused 
around food, and today it’s a holi-
day rushed by many so they can get 
a jump start on Christmas shopping.

For many, Thanksgiving signifies 
the official start of the holiday sea-
son and with holidays comes inevi-
table shopping.  

Black Friday, a day designated for 
doorbuster sales, begins at midnight 
on Friday, Nov. 24; however, many 
stores have early bird sales to attract 
customers to their deals on Thanks-
giving night.

The sales do not stop on Black 
Friday though. Many stores run sales 
throughout the weekend as well as 

offer online deals on the following 
Monday, also known as Cyber Mon-
day.

According to money.cnn.com, 
“More than 154 million consumers 
shopped in stores and online, which 
was about 3 million more than last 
year (2015), according to a Nation-
al Retail Federation survey released 
Sunday (Nov. 28, 2016).” 

Last year over the course of the 
weekend, Friday through Monday, 
$36.5 billion was spent online alone. 

 According to the National Retail 
Foundation, the average amount of 
money spent per customer in 2016 
was $290, $10 less than the previous 
year. NRF data concluded that 108 
million people shopped online over 
the weekend, while 99 million peo-
ple shopped in stores.

As Thanksgiving is quickly ap-
proaching, many local enthusiastic 
shoppers are anxiously awaiting the 
doorbuster sales they will be seeking 
out. 

Math teacher, Mrs. Kathleen 
Woods never misses out on the op-
portunity to get a good deal. Woods 
has been partaking in the Black 
Friday festivities since she became 
a mother. “It all started when my 
mother-in-law got this big idea to 
get the kids’ pictures taken at Sears 

on Black Friday, and ever since then 
we went shopping on Black Friday,” 
Mrs. Woods said. 

This year Woods will be in North 
Carolina with her daughter to hunt 
the deals. “She is very excited that 
I’m coming down there for shop-
ping,” Woods said. 

Woods and her family will share a 
nice dinner on Thanksgiving before 
looking for deals.  “That’s our after 
dinner excitement and we make our 
plan of attack.”

Junior Dalaney Wood plans to 
make her Black Friday debut this 
year with her boyfriend Eli Draa. 
Wood’s plan is to just go shop and 
have fun. Wood wishes that the 
deals started on Friday instead of 
late Thursday night. “I wish it was 
just on Friday because I have to get 
up early and cook on Thursday, and 
then I will have to stay up through-
out the night.” 

She plans to start her shopping ex-
travaganza at Target. “I love Target 
but I don’t like crowds. I will push 
people if I have to,” Wood said. 

Whether a first time shopper like 
Wood or a lifelong shopper like 
Woods, Black Friday is a hit for 
consumers of all types to get the best 
deals on the market and to just have 
fun.
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As you walk through the halls of 
Saegertown it is evident that some-
thing important is missing. The stu-
dents are lacking a critical element 
to the success of a school and it’s 
sports teams. That poses the ques-
tion, “What do football, basketball, 
volleyball, cross country, soccer, 
wrestling, baseball, and softball all 
have in common?” The members 
of these hard-working teams are 
poorly supported by their fellow 
students.

Busy schedules are common 
when it comes to teenagers in high 
school, but there should still be a 
time that peers can support each 
other. School spirit is in high de-
mand at Saegertown High School. 
We all hear the announcements 
over the loudspeaker about com-
ing to superfan, and the players of 
the various sports are expecting 
their classmates to show them that 
they care, but then only five people 
come to the game, match, etc. Not 
only do they not show up, but for 
the few that do, they sit on their 
phones and ignore why they even 
came. 

Phones are becoming more of a 

distraction than a tool. Sure Snap-
chat, Instagram, Facebook, and 
whatever else teens are looking at 
can be interesting, but instead of 
looking at everyone else’s life, post 
your story. Take pictures of your 
friends and put them on your page, 
profile, or even just in a group mes-
sage. Encourage others to come and 
offer support. 

As a cheer captain, I find it very 
hard to enjoy myself, keep my girls 
peppy, and cheer on the guys when 
I can’t get any crowd involvement. 
Everyone is willing to stand when 
the football cheerleaders have some-
thing to throw at them (footballs, 
candy, etc.), but other than that they 

will sit there and look bored out of 
their minds or just criticize what the 
teams on the field are doing. This 
goes for all sports. 

I understand that the fall season 
is over, but use this as a motivator 
to make a change. It would be bet-
ter to have done one season wrong 
than multiple. If you’re a member 
of a team, make your voice heard 
to your friends. Let them know that 
you want to see them supporting you 
in what you enjoy doing. However, 
make sure that you attend their ac-
tivities too. This takes an effort from 
both parties. We’re calling for some-
one to step up and become a leader, 
NOW. As a senior, I will be gradu-
ating and can’t take on this respon-
sibility. It doesn’t matter if you’re a 
seventh grader, eighth grader, fresh-
man, sophomore, or junior, I want 
to see someone or a group of people 
pumping up the crowd and cheering 
on your peers. 

Don’t wait any longer. It’s time to 
go out and support your fellow stu-
dents. We are one school, one stu-
dent body, and one family. Now is 
the time to start treating each other 
like it and show that you care. 

Saegertown students lacking             
encouragement from fellow peers
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When was the last time you thanked the people in your life simply for 
being a part of it? In today’s society, it is easy to become trapped in the ma-
terialism of the holiday season, putting more thought into the Black Friday 
bargains than the true purpose of Thanksgiving. 

Meant to be a time of gratitude and family, for most of us, Thanksgiv-
ing is spent honoring traditions such as eating turkey dinner, gathering with 
close and distant relatives, and giving thanks for the blessings in our lives. 
However, after doing these things year after year, they evolve into more of 
a routine as we simply go through the motions without truly understanding 
the purpose. 

Thanksgiving, originally celebrated by the Plymouth colonists honoring 
their first successful autumn harvest, is meant to be spent thanking the peo-
ple nearest and dearest to your heart and being grateful for the opportunities, 
events, and relationships introduced to you in the last year. Unfortunately, 
with commercialism putting a rush straight from Halloween to Christmas, 
the holiday goes underappreciated, much like the gifts in our lives. But it 
is imperative to remember that gratitude goes beyond the last Thursday in 
November and should be relevant every day of the year. As Henry David 
Thoreau said, “I am grateful for what I am and have. My Thanksgiving is 
perpetual.”

So when you catch yourself at the dinner table daydreaming about the 
deal you’ll get on the newest iPhone, take a step back, look at the people 
around you, and acknowledge how lucky you are to have them in your life. 
The Panther Press wishes you a happy Thanksgiving.

    - The Panther Press

Gratitude over greed:
The true                       

Thanksgiving purpose

Editorial Cartoon drawn by Morgan Radwick
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Saegertown science teacher settles into position
By Jacob Reisinger
STAFF WRITER

Ms. Tracy Lobins joined the 
Saegertown staff on October 30 as 
the new junior high science teach-
er, a position held by Mr. George 
Nahay the year before. 

She previously taught junior 
high science at Berkshire High 
School in Burton, Ohio, and 
taught ninth grade science for two 
years in Manchester, New Hamp-
shire before that. 

Ms. Lobins discovered a few dif-
ferences between her old position 
at Berkshire and her new position 
here at Saegertown. “The biggest 
difference is the start of the day,” 
Ms. Lobins said. “The school day 
[at Berkshire] would start around 
7:40, and ended around 2:40.” 
Here at Saegertown, she doesn’t 
have a first period class. “It’s nice 
to have extra time in the morning 
to get things ready,” Ms. Lobins 
said. “Everything is nice here. Ev-
eryone has been welcoming to me, 
especially the other staff.” While 
she is enjoying Saegertown, she 
admits to missing the friends she 
made at Berkshire. 

Junior high students have had 
three weeks to get to know the new 
teacher. “She’s easy to learn from,” 
said seventh grader Jason Barnhart. 
“She’s nice, and she teaches well,” 
said seventh grader Haley Moore.  
The position was temporarily filled 

by Ms. Alicia Weiss.  “I like Ms. 
Lobins, but I also miss Ms. Weiss,” 
Moore said. 

Students can expect to see more 
of Ms. Lobins. “It’s too early to say, 
but everything is nice,” Ms. Lobins 
said. “Come back next year and ask 
me then.”

Jake Reisinger/Panther Press
Mrs. Lobins is teaching seventh and eighth grade science classes downstairs.

AP U.S. History students    
experience the Brig Niagara

By Autumn Jones
MARKETING DIRECTOR

The US Brig Niagara is a replica 
of the original boat sailed by Com-
mander Oliver Hazard Perry which 
fought in the Battle of Lake Erie in 
the War of 1812. The ship is now 
home-docked at the Erie Maritime 
Museum on display, where it also 
sails in the War of 1812 re-enact-
ments on the lake. On Monday Nov. 
13, both past and present AP U.S. 
History students visited the Brig 
Niagara as a field trip for the class 
along with teacher, Mr. Rick Rut-
kowski.

“It was really fascinating to see 
a piece of our national and local 
history. I loved wandering through 
the living quarters below the poop 
deck,” senior Ryan Peters said. 

The students seemed to be inter-
ested in the boat and impressed with 

the accuracy of the recreation com-
pared to the original boat. Senior 
Jacob Steiger said, “I was intrigued 
with how accurate it was able to be 
recreated and still be functional.”

The students learned a lot from 
their trip visiting the Brig Niagara, 
fulfilling the mission of the field trip. 
Peters said, “I learned there is a lot 
more involved with sailing a ship 
like the Brig than I had previously 
thought.” 

“I learned that technology in the 
1800s was very basic but was still 
functional for select purposes. I also 
thought the ship looked amazing, 
and it kept my attention the entire 
tour,” Steiger said. 

“We have such a unique opportu-
nity to go aboard a nineteenth cen-
tury warship that is so close to our 
area,” said Mr. Rutkowski.

Contributed Photo
The foods two class recently competed in a gingerbread house competition. They traveled to Pittsburgh on Friday, Nov. 17 to 
see their houses on display and eat at Cheesecake Factory. 

Contributed Photo
AP US students learned about naval life in the early 1800s on a recent trip to visit 
the Brig Niagara.
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Saegertown students receive 
AP results

By Kassie Boyd
NEWS EDITOR

In May of 2017, Saegertown se-
niors and juniors enrolled in either 
AP U.S. History or AP Literature 
had the option of taking the AP 
exam. The standardized exam is an 
assessment of the skills and content 
mastered by students in each course. 

Nine students took the AP U.S. 
History exam on May 5. The 55 
multiple choice questions count for 
40 percent of the score, the short an-
swer segment counts for 20 percent, 
the document based question is 25 
percent and the long essay is 15 per-
cent. Students receive a score from 
one to five, and a three or above on 
the exam can count as college cred-
its, depending on the school.

 However, College Board in-
formed Mr. Richard Rutkowski ear-
lier in the school year that the writ-
ten portions of the test had been lost. 
Students now have three options; 
they can retake the test free of charge 
on Dec. 20, keep their scores and not 
receive their money back, or forfeit 
their scores and take the refund.

 “This is the students’ future 
you’re talking about, and thousands 
of dollars of debt they could avoid, 
and they lost the scores,” said senior 

Hannah Nicholson. “That’s an en-
tire year of studying that I can’t get 
back.” Neither Nicholson or fellow 
senior Payton Brooks are planning 
to retake the test. “I’m not retaking 
them because they lost our scores. I 
feel like they were kinda bossing us 
around,” Brooks said. “I was very 
confident about my essay, but they 
lost it.”

Mr. Bill Hetrick has been teach-
ing AP Literature since 2002.The 
AP Literature exam was taken on 
May 3. While his scores nearly al-
ways have an upwards trajectory, 
this year, they went down. “If I ever 
felt like I had completely got them 
ready, then I would probably not be 
a really good teacher,” Mr. Hetrick 
said. “I think the best teachers are 
the ones who are always question-
ing themselves and whether or not 
they’re doing it right. I constantly try 
to improve, I look at the data I get, 
I change things; it’s never the same 
every year.”

With the addition of four new AP 
classes and the return of AP World 
History, there will be plenty of op-
portunities for students to take the 
exams. Students and teachers are 
working together to prepare for the 
tests which will be administered in 
May of 2018.

New changes coming to cafeteria
By Jalisa Norr
PANTHER PAW EDITOR

PENNCREST School District has 
been working diligently to make 
school lunches more appetizing 
to students. School lunches have 
changed increasingly over the past 
five years, due to regulations sup-
ported by former First Lady Michelle 
Obama. Lunches still have to meet 
certain state nutritional guidelines 
overall, but the options and sugges-
tions are much more expanded. 

Current and future additions to the 
menu are root beer floats, banana 
splits, Belgian waffles, strombolis, 
and paninis. Cake pops and various 
kinds of dumplings as well as foot-
ball cookies and more varieties of 
ice cream sandwiches and ice cream 

cones will also be 
available. 

The Bistro line 
will also be return-
ing to the cafete-
ria.  New items in 
the Bistro line are  
breakfast burgers, 
fresh dough pep-
peroni pinwheels, 
homemade strom-
bolis, juicy burg-
ers/cheeseburgers,  
stuffed crust piz-
za, and doughnut 
chicken sandwich-
es. 

“It gives the kids 
more choices, better choices,” said 
Berinda Coulter, Saegertown cafete-

ria worker. “They’re more flavorful. 
I like flavor.” Every month the menu 
will rotate between different items. 

Contributed Photo 
Changes will be coming to the cafeteria for hungry stu-
dents.

In school broadcasts coming
By Hannah Nicholson
OPINION EDITOR

Over the summer there were three 
televisions installed in Saegertown 
High school with the intention of 
displaying information, but they are 
not being used. 

Many of the teachers do not know 
why the televisions were installed, 
and most of the students lost inter-
est in them due to the inactivity. The 
televisions just sit there, day after 
day, with perpetually black screens.
The PBIS (Positive Behavior In-

terventions and Supports) commit-
tee purchased the televisions with a 

grant from Safe School Healthy Stu-
dents organization. 

Multimedia teacher  Mr. George 
Nahay seems to be the only person 
in the school with a plan for the tele-
visions. He is currently teaching his 
students how to make highlight vid-
eos of past and upcoming events that 
would play on repeat throughout the 
day. 

Principal Tom Baker estimates 
that within three weeks the televi-
sions will be up and running in the 
mornings, at lunch, and in the after-
noons. 

However, the televisions cannot 
yet be used. “The TVs will need to 
be connected wirelessly to a laptop 

or computer to display informa-
tion. The connection will be made 
through a Google Chromecast or 
Apple TV. The technology depart-
ment will check with the PBIS team 
to create a plan for the final stage of 
installation to happen,” said Jason 
Williams Supervisor of Instruction-
al Technology for PENNCREST 
school district. 

Once final installations are com-
plete, there are multiple possible 
uses for the televisions. “I think the 
possibilities could include general 
information, highlights of events 
happening around the school, and 
even some broadcast news from The 
Panther Press,” Williams said. 

Juniors prepare to be awarded 
for Keystone performance

By Dayna Woodruff
STAFF WRITER

On December 7, the junior class 
will be headed to The Movies at 
Meadville and Lost Lanes Bowling 
Alley as a reward for completing and 
showing growth on the Spring 2017 
Keystone Exams.   

The entire junior class will be ac-
companied by teachers Mrs. Houck, 
Mrs. Hetrick, Mrs. Keller, and Mr. 
Bradshaw.  

“It is a great joy to celebrate 
growth with the juniors each year. 
Unfortunately my bowling scores 
do not match the growth the students 

have shown.” said English teacher 
Stacey Hetrick.

The day will begin with a screen-
ing of the new film “Wonder” at the 
Movies at Meadville, followed by 
lunch and an afternoon of bowling at 
Cambridge Springs’ Lost Lanes.  

Once again this year the trip will 
be sponsored by the Saegertown 
High School Student Council. “I’m 
happy we were able to sponsor the 
trip for the juniors this year. It has 
become a nice pay it forward tradi-
tion here at Saegertown, and I am 
glad I got to be apart of it,” Student 
Council President Payton Brooks 
said.

Contributed Photo
Last years juniors won awards for their bowling skills and Keystone test scores. This year’s group has continued to show 
impressive growth, so they will be traveling to Lost Lanes on Dec. 7 to enjoy a celebration. 
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Saegertown Alumni Association    
news brief

By Hunter Trzeciak
FEATURES EDITOR

Since its establishment in 2001, 
the Saegertown High School Alum-
ni Association has distributed more 
than $40,000 to deserving and quali-
fying Saegertown seniors in order to 
not only further their post-secondary 
educations, but to also further inter-
est in all things SHS.  

The funds are donated by mem-
bers of the Association and are tax 
deductible. 

The purpose of the Association is 
“to establish an organization dedi-
cated to providing financial assis-

tance to graduates of Saegertown 
High School who require financial 
assistance to attend a college, trade 
or technical school in a two- or four-
year program.”

The Association holds meetings in 
our library on the third Wednesday 
of each month, beginning at 7 p.m.  
Their next meeting will be held in 
January of 2018.  All Saegertown 
graduates, students, or friends of the 
school are invited to attend.

Additionally, an Alumni Associ-
ation Banquet is held in annually in 
the month of August.  

The banquet gathers previous 
graduates and their guests together 

to share memories made in and after 
high school, as well as to make new 
ones.  The scholarship recipients and 
their families are also honored at the 
banquet, as are classes from mile-
stone years.  

This year (2018) the Association 
will be giving out seven scholar-
ships.  Six will be from the Alumni 
Association itself, and one will be 
being granted by the Saegertown 
High School Class of ‘66.  

More information for current Sae-
gertown seniors on how to qualify 
for, apply, and secure one of the 
scholarships awarded by the Alumni 
Association will be coming soon.  

PSPA Results: Journalism students qualify for states
By Autumn Jones
MARKETING DIRECTOR

Journalism students traveled to 
Penn State Behrend on October 20, 
where they competed in the Penn-
sylvania School Press Association’s 
State Journalism Contest. Young 
journalists compete in a multitude of 
categories pertaining to newspaper 
and yearbook writing, art, and pho-
tography. Some students competing 
were returning competitors while it 
was the first time for others. 

“Last year I didn’t do so hot and 
this year I hope to learn from my 
mistakes,” said Bailey Kozalla, a 
returning state competitor. Kozalla 
will be competing in the news writ-
ing category at states.

Despite being familiar with the 
state competition and the activities 
coordinated on that day, Kozalla is 
nervous. As a senior journalism stu-
dent, she hopes to do better at this 
year’s competition. “[Journalism] 
has been a big part of my life for 
the past three years,” Kozalla said. 
“I take pride in everything I write 
about and enjoy telling the stories of 
our school.” 

Hannah Myers will be represent-
ing the Panther Press in the photog-
raphy category, which she does for 
the publication as well as for a hob-

by outside of school. “I have a huge 
passion for photography, and the fact 
that I made it to states doing some-
thing I love is an amazing honor,” 
Myers said.

Five of the nine qualifiers were 
Saegertown students, who will be 
competing at the state competition 
on March 27 at the Penn State main 
campus. Joining Kozalla and Myers 
at states will be Erik Murphy, com-

peting in broadcast writing, Paula 
Stachuletz, competing in Editorial 
Cartoon, and Hillary Twiford, com-
peting in Feature Writing.

“The number of students we qual-
ify for states each year speaks vol-
umes about our publication,” said 
Mrs. Stacey Hetrick, journalism 
adviser. “I could not be more proud, 
and I can’t wait to see what they do 
in March.” 

Contributed Photo
From left: Paula Stachuletz, Hillary Twiford, Bailey Kozalla, Erik Murphy, Hannah 
Myers. They will be competing at state journalism finals in March at Penn State.

Storm sweeps Saegertown
By Hannah Nicholson
OPINION EDITOR

A little over two weeks ago on 
Nov. 5, several families on High-
way 198 in Saegertown were hit 
with a storm that damaged their 
houses and property. 

While the National Weather 
Service confirmed tornado activ-
ity in Millcreek Township and 
the City of Erie, there is no con-
firmation on whether there was in 
fact a tornado touchdown in Sae-
gertown.  

“[A tree] fell on the mudroom. 
The whole porch was damaged. 
We couldn’t get out the back door 
so we had to go to the front,” said 
seventh grader Joseph Grundy, 
who experienced the worst of the 
storm. 

Multiple other houses in the 
area were damaged by falling 
trees. “My dad had some people 
fix the porch. But for now we still 
have tarps covering the garage 

and the house. We picked up all the 
trees and limbs from the back yard,” 
Grundy said. 

Much of the damage is still left 
though, and there is a lot to be fixed. 

“Tree branches were all over our 
yard. Siding was ripped off our 
house. We need a whole new roof. 
The camper was even knocked off 
of the cement blocks that hold it up,” 
said sophomore Kaylee English, 
who is also dealing with the after-
math of this disastrous storm. While 
some houses were left undamaged 
by the storm, there are not many 
yards in the neighborhood without 
upturned trees. 

“It was scary going through the 
neighborhood and seeing how bad 
everything was. It was bad when we 
first saw the damage after the storm. 
But once you saw it in the daylight it 
was so much worse,” English said.

Hannah Nicholson/Panther press
The aftermath of the storm left uprooted trees, damaged roofs, and devasted 
properties. 
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“A Charlie Brown Thanksgiving” is a holiday classic
By Kaity Gage
DESIGN EDITOR

Everyone knows that there is a 
Charlie Brown movie for almost 
all of the major holidays, but “A 
Charlie Brown Thanksgiving” 
shows a spirit of gratitude and the 
importance of togetherness. 

The main character, Charlie 
Brown, must deal with an issue 
of his friend “Peppermint Patty” 
inviting herself and others to his 
Thanksgiving, but he faces the di-
lemma of having his meal at his 
Grandmother’s house. He is giv-
en the idea that he should host a 
dinner as well as go to his Grand-

mother’s house so that is exactly 
what he is going to do. Brown 
enlists the help of his dog Snoopy 
and bird Woodstock to set the 
table and prepare the food. How-
ever, when the guests arrive they 
are very disappointed with the 
meal they were served, and they 
ultimately ride along with Charlie 
Brown to his Grandmother’s for 
Thanksgiving.

Senior Dominic Steiger said, 
“I love Charlie Brown. I watch 
it all of the time with my parents 
around the holidays.”

Although the film is rather 
short, the thirty minute time pe-
riod is enough to remind all of 

us just how important it is to be 
together on Thanksgiving, while 
enjoying some delicious food. 

What are we thankful for?
Mr. Bidwell: Health, family, 
friends, and a job. A good 
job.

Sheena Byham: Fuzzy socks

Zach Lang: Food

Megan Walsh: Clean run-
ning water

Jacob Steiger: My girlfirend

Patrick Dunn: My pigs

Kaitlynn Perry: My cuddle 
dog

Mrs. Koper: I’m thankful for 
my new job  and getting to 
know you guys.

Jane Hetrick: I am very 
thankful that my siblings are 
alive and safe. And that owls 
exist.

Kat Diesing: Chris Evans
 

Rachel White: Food

Mrs. Bechtal: My four chil-
dren, family, and pecan pie.

Emily Dunn: Hannah and 
Ella Nicholson

From: Anonymous 
To: All Teachers
“Have a very happy Thanks-
giving, and give less home-
work.”

From: Anonymous
To: SHS
“Have a wonderful Thanks-
giving break. Enjoy this 
time with your family and 
friends. May you get the 
buck of your dreams.

From: Kat Diesing
To: Chris Evans
“I  love you, Chris Evans.”

From: Jazlen Miller
To: Jordan Bush

“I’m thankful for having a 
brotherly figure and him 
helping me with all my anx-
iety and putting up with my 
crazy and weird personality.”

From: Jason Barnhart
To: Turtles
“I like turtles.”

From: Mrs. Hetrick 
To: Mr. Hetrick
“Thank you for being such a 
blessing in my life, constant 
and true. Every atom.”

From: Mrs. Hetrick
To: Panther Press Staff
Thank you for your commit-
ment to telling the stories 
of Saegertown. Your work 
is important. Continue to 
grow.”

From: Mrs. Hetrick
To: Mrs. Keller and Mrs. 
Houck
Thank you for being my soul 
sisters.
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Varsity baskeball set to roll
By Braeden Kantz
SPORTS EDITOR

As the last leaves fall, many Sae-
gertown athletes will transition into 
winter sports. In recent years, Sae-
gertown basketball has struggled to 
find a foothold in the Region 3 pow-
erhouse. The loss of last year’s start-
ing seniors including Alan McGill 
and Grant Phelan will provide a chal-
lenge for coach Greg Molnar, but 
he plans to mold this year’s slightly 
inexperienced team into a potential 
playoff contender. “We’re hoping to 
remain competitive but we’ll be out-
gunned. We’re very thin. We’ll just 
have to wait,” coach Molnar said. 

Last year, some of the varsity 

team members were unhappy with 
their performance, but senior Owen 
Chess and junior Eli Draa plan to 
come back and right the wrongs of 
last years’ season. “I hope it isn’t 
like last year. I want to be success-
ful,” Chess said. “I don’t want to 
have a losing record.” Despite last 
year’s’ hardships, fans can expect 
the Panthers to fight for an elusive 
state competition playoff spot. Offi-
cial practices started on Nov. 17, and 
the first game of the season will be at 
home against Karns City on Dec. 8.

Lady Panthers return with a strong lineup 
By Steve Siple
STAFF WRITER

Not one female senior basket-
ball player graduated from Sae-
gertown last year. This puts the 
Lady Panthers in the enviable po-
sition of having many returning 
starters as they prepare to take 
on local teams with the hopes of 
ultimately becoming District 10 
champions. They kicked off their 
season with the first official prac-
tice on Nov. 17, and they play 
their first game against Corry on 
December 8 at home. 

This year’s seniors Haley 
Hess, Beka McClymonds, and 
Marissa Henry are prepared to 
lead the team. The girls went 12-
12 in the season last year and 8-6 
in Region 3. 

“I think we did pretty well 
for being a young team, and we 
hadn’t played with each other be-
fore, and we have to play a high 
speed game compared to last year 
when we didn’t have the speeds or 
pace of the game,” Hess said. 

This year will be different for the 

girls with the new freshmen coming 
up. Ella Nicholson, Ava Jones, Dixie 
Kindervater, and Emily Dunn have 
joined the team. 

“When I was managing last year 

I couldn’t wait to play and I’m ner-
vous because my shot is off some-
times and I don’t want the coach to 
get mad,” Nicholson said. 

Contributed Photo
Last year’s team gave fist bumps to get excited for the game. This year’s Lady 
Panthers play their first game on Dec. 8. 

Panther wrestlers look to pounce this season
By Laura Monico
SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR

Saegertown wrestlers are looking 
to prove themselves again follow-
ing their strong performance in last 
year’s state competition that placed 
them in Pennsylvania’s elite eight.

Last year’s team finished with a 
Region 3 record of 8-1 and an over-
all record of 18-5.   

The team also qualified for the 
PIAA Class AA Team State Cham-
pionships where they finished in the 
top six. 

Following last year’s success, se-
nior Cody Mulligan has high hopes 
for this year. “I hope we make it to 
team states like last year,” Mulligan 
said. 

Head coach Jim Mulligan also 
has his goals set high for this year. 
“I want to be top three in the district 
and go to team states, and the kids 
really want to too,” Coach Mulligan 
said. 

The wrestlers have a good shot at 
achieving their goals despite grad-
uating seven seniors last season. 
Coach Mulligan is pleased to have 
33 kids come out for the varsity 
team, including six freshmen and 
three sophomores, Brandon Gaus, 
Austin Kimmel, and Casey Jackson, 
who are new to varsity this year.

“We are super excited. We have 
a lot of good upperclassman and 
should be good if we can get the 
kids to the right weights,” Mulligan 
said.

Senior Colton Beck is also eager 
for this year’s team. “I am excited 
about the upcoming wrestling sea-
son because we have a lot of talent 
on the team and newbies,” Beck 
said.

Among the upperclassman talent 
that Coach Mulligan mentioned is 
his son Cody Mulligan, a returning 
PIAA Class AA State Champion 
who is currently ranked third in the 
nation at 195 lbs, according to flow-

restling.com. 
Along with Mulligan is returning 

sophomore PIAA Class AA Cham-
pionship qualifier Kenneth Kiser. 
As a leader of the team, Mulligan 
shared his advice for his teammates. 
“It’s a long season, stay with it, and 
work hard everyday.”

The team is also welcoming a 
new assistant coach this year, Sean 
Byham. Byham was last year’s ju-
nior high coach. 

Byham will be taking over Pat-
rick Bradshaw’s assistant position. 
Coach Mulligan said, “Bradshaw 
will still be around. He has been 
helping us train the guys.”

The wrestling team will be in ac-
tion for the first time on Dec. 12 at 
7 p.m. against Eisenhower at Eisen-
hower High School.

By Erik Murphy
WEB SITE EDITOR

The Saegertown Panthers’ cross 
country team continued the annual 
tradition of sending their best ath-
letes to the state competition. “They 
went for it, and they got it,” said 
Coach William Hetrick in regards 
to the PIAA Cross Country State 
Championship. Two runners, soph-
omore Maddie Mondi and senior 
Beka McClymonds have undergone 
rigorous training for months, culmi-
nating with fantastic performances 
at States on Nov. 4. Mondi finished 
ninety-first with a time of 21:40 in 
the girl’s single A race. McCly-
monds finished thirty-seventh with 

a time of 20:45, the highest placing 
at states for any cross country girl 
in Saegertown history. “States was 
a blast. I’m glad I got to experience 
it with Maddie and everyone else 
who came down to support us,” Mc-
Clymonds said. “I am happy with 
my placement. It would have been 
nice to medal, but I am content with 
where I was.”

McClymonds will continue her 
running career at Clarion Univer-
sity. She officially signed her letter 
of intent on Nov. 8. When asked 
about her future as a Golden Eagle, 
she said “I hope to have a fun and 
supportive team that gets along well. 
I think it will be enjoyable, but dif-
ferent from high school. It won’t be 

Saegertown cross country 
girls wrap up the season
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Arrows fly in Pennsylvania archery season
By Bailey 
Kozalla
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Its an incurable 
disease. Once it’s 
contracted, there’s 
no getting rid of 
it. On Sept. 29, 
the whole state of 
Pennsylvania be-
came vulnerable 
to it. It is called 
buck fever. Tem-
peratures dropped, 
deer were mov-
ing, and before 
the first beam of 
sunlight kissed 
the treetops, ar-
chery hunters 
were awaiting the 
buck’s arrival. 

The stars 
aligned for senior 
and successful 
bow hunter, Wesley Fleischer. On 
the opening day, Fleischer arrowed 
a mature 8-point at twenty yards. 
“I was sitting for about an hour 
with no activity until two small 
bucks ferociously broke out in a 
fight in the corn. And that’s when 
I first locked eyes with the buck.” 
Fleischer said. “Right away I knew 
he was a shooter from how big his 
body was. I grunted a few times, 
and I heard another fight break out, 
and that’s when everything came 
together.” When the old eight-point 
was preoccupied with his harem 
of does, Fleischer used it to his 
advantage. “I had a hole in a pine 
tree about the size of a softball and I 
took the chance and shot. I watched 
the nock hit high, and as he turned, 
he sealed his own fate.” The buck 
was able to last 180 yards before 
Fleischer found his tenth buck. 

Eighth grader Wyatt Ewing was 
able to take down an eight-pointed 

beast with his Ten Point crossbow 
on October 25. Ewing was hunt-
ing with his dad in a double ladder 
stand over a plot of oats they planted 
in the off-season. They were in the 
right place at the right time. “I heard 
a spike come up below me grunt-
ing. Not too far behind came the big 
one, and he was grunting too. He 
started chasing a doe in the woods 
and I thought I wasn’t going to see 
him again. After a while he ended 
up coming into the field at thirty 
yards broadside. My dad grunted to 
stop him and I shot,” Ewing said. 
A seemingly perfect pass-through, 
the buck was able to run 200 yards 
before Ewing found his trophy. The 
bolt curved into one lung after hit-
ting a rib. Ewing’s hard work for 
his biggest buck to date paid off, as 
he made several pre-season prepa-
rations maintaining tree stands and 
trail cameras.

The annual whitetail rut is the 
most anticipated time of year for 

deer hunters, 
as mature 
buck activi-
ty spikes in 
response to 
does in heat. 
Archery is 
the perfect 
time to take 
advantage of 
it, as the rut 
is embed-
ded in the 
second half 
of the sea-
son. Wheth-
er you’re 
s w a m p 
hunting for 
a choco-
late-racked 
buck, or 
looking for 
white ant-
ler tips sub-
merged in 

a corn field, noses will be on the 
ground, and daylight activity in-
creases. Although days vary year to 
year, the best days to hunt this year, 
according to Charles Alsheimer 
from Deer and Deer Hunting, were 
October 31, November 3, and spike 
at November 10.  It begins with 
seeking behavior, followed by chas-
ing and tending action. Biologists 
can predict peak rut days by dating 
back fetuses to when they were con-
ceived. Hunters should not solely 
rely on concrete predicted days, 
but rather the local rut time-frame, 
weather, and wind patterns. 

The last day was Veteran’s Day, 
November 11. The off season has 
now started for archery hunters, as 
stands are retired from the tree, trail 
cameras are pulled, and the old stick 
and string is traded for a rifle. The 
deer that made it through archery 
will be tested during the upcoming 
gun season, on November 27. 

Contributed Photo
Wyatt Ewing with the buck he shot with his crossbow on October 25. It had a 22 ¾ 
inch spread and eight points.

By Steve Siple
STAFF WRITER

The first annual Turkey Bowl, a 
flag football event organized by Mr. 
Pat Bradshaw, will be held tomor-
row at Cannon Memorial Field at 
10 a.m. There are four teams full of 

Saegertown students going head to 
head. 

Mr. Bradshaw organized the 
Turkey Bowl because of the low 
numbers in the football program. 
“I believe that with some effort on 
my part and promoting the sport to 

the kids, it can make a comeback,” 
Mr. Bradshaw said. By holding the 
Turkey Bowl, he is hoping that the 
participating students will see the 
fun in football and potentially join 
the SHS team.

Mr. Bradshaw is planning another 

game in the spring called the Bunny 
Bowl, possibly involving the other 
PENNCREST schools. 

There could also be a girls’ game 
and a faculty game in the future. 
There may be a junior high game as 
well to get the younger generation 

in the mix to experience the sport, 
and hope to get them into the foot-
ball program at Saegertown High 
School. 

Follow the action on our Twitter 
feed @PantherPressSHS. 

By Nick Archacki and Kaitlyn 
Kozalla
STAFF WRITERS

With Fall coming to an end, the 
Saegertown bowling team has rolled 
into the new season on the lanes in 
the Ven-Craw high school bowling 
league.

 On Nov. 11 and 19, the Panthers 
competed in their first matches of 
the season at Lakeside Lanes in Con-
neaut Lake and Lost Lanes in Cam-
bridge Springs. 

The members of the 2017 team 
are seniors Michael Costello and 
Austin Bedow, juniors Kylee Higby 
and Scott Proper, sophomore Nick 
Archacki and eighth grader Alex Ki-
ghtlinger. 

The teams that make up the 
this year’s high school league are 
Saegertown, Cambridge Springs, 
MASH, CASH, Franklin, Oil City, 
and Cranberry. 

This year the Ven-Craw high 
school league has started a new scor-
ing system based on low points per 
game for the first time in five years.

The objective is to earn the least 
amount of team points that are calcu-
lated by overall score. 

At the first match on Nov. 11, 
games one and two of team play for 
the Panthers resulted in five points 
with a team total of 756 in game one, 
and in game two they received one 
point with a team total of 844. 

Then the Panthers competed in 
the team baker competition, which is 
when the bowlers alternate frames in 
the game as the first bowler would 
bowl frames 1, 6, the second bowler 
would bowl frames 2, 7, and so on. 

The Panthers ended the final three 
games with six, five, and nine points, 
thirty-one points total for the match. 
At the end of the day, the Panthers 
placed sixth of fourteen teams for 
match one. 

“I think our season is going good, 
but we’ve had a few bumps in the 
road,” senior Austin Bedow said. 
“We have a couple new bowlers 
and they’re improving really quick. 
Spares are really big and I feel we 
could do better with our mental game 
and staying positive, get pumped up 
more.”

Match two on Nov. 19 was held at 
Lost Lanes with the Panthers having 
a better showing. Games one and 
two of team play resulted in three 
points with a team total of 819 and 
eight points with a team total of 736. 

Then the Panthers bowled three 
team baker games and ended up with 
four, ten, and five points, thirty-six 
points total for the match. 

At the end of the day, the Panthers 
placed sixth out of fourteen teams 
once again and stand nine points be-
hind the first placed team and rivals, 
Cranberry Maroon. 

“I feel like as a team we have not 
performed to the best of our abilities 
the first two matches,” senior Mi-
chael Costello said. “We just have 
to focus on making quality shots, ad-
justing to the lanes, and taking one 
shot at a time. We need to work on 
our baker games for sure. If we can 
work on those things then we will be 
in an a lot better position then what 
we are in right now.”

The team will be in action again on 
Tuesday Nov. 28, at Seneca Lanes in 
Cranberry at 6 p.m

Saegertown bowling team 
rolls into new season

Turkey Bowl on tap for tomorrow
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Alumni profile: Josh Sherretts, class of 2005, makes history come alive
By Hillary Twiford
NEWS EDITOR

When students graduate from 
Saegertown, some leave and nev-
er look back. Josh Sherretts on the 
other hand, has remained in the 
area and is thriving. He’s made a 
living as the finance director at the 
Meadville Chamber of Commerce, 
president of business development 
at his own company, Bull Moose 
Marketing, and director at the Bald-
win-Reynolds House.

“My favorite thing is to be able to 
work with history every day,” Sher-
retts said. “I’ve used the museum 
for the community and a conduit to 
talk to people about current events. 
But the drawbacks would be the 

part time salary with a full time job 
description. It’s definitely not for ev-
eryone.” 

He definitely keeps busy, consid-

ering alongside his best friend and 
business partner, Ron Mattocks, 
he created his own company. Bull 
Moose Marketing started in spring 
of 2017 as a way to help businesses 
with strategy development, content 
production, social media manage-
ment, sales alignment, website de-
velopment, and much more.

“Evenings and lunch breaks are 
wonderful things when you’re start-
ing a new company,” he said. “My 
best friend and I have been active at 
the Historical Society with helping 
other local museums do marketing 
and raise funds. It’s great to go to 
work with your best friend, someone 
you admire, and look up to.” 

Sherretts’ current situation was 
not always his plan. “I’ve done a lot 
thinking and tried to do a little bit of 
steering lifewise. I graduated with 
a teaching degree, but the teaching 
market fell in 2008-09, so that was 

difficult coming out of college,” 
Sherretts said. “A mix of history and 
marketing is where I was called to 
all along but I didn’t realize it at the 
start.”

Sherretts attributes his love of his-
tory to high school. “It all goes back 
to the teachers at Saegertown. Most 
of them are long since retired, but 
they had the ability to really bring 
things to life,” he said. He also be-
lieves that Saegertown has helped 
shaped him into the person he is.

“I wasn’t the most popular kid 
in school, but I had a great support 
system. I got the inspiration and the 
courage to make the leap. I contrib-
ute that to the people of Saegertown 
and my time in high school.”

“Sometimes the path you take is a 
winding one. That doesn’t mean that 
it’s a failure, it just might take you 
some time to get there.”

Contributed Photo
Alumni Josh Sherretts graduated from Saegertown in 2005. He recently launched 
his own company: Bull Moose Marketing. 

Marching band has a strong season finish
By Hannah Myers
PHOTO EDITOR

This fall Saegertown High School 
competed in its first season of march-
ing band competitions since the fall 
of 2015. First year band director Mr. 
Jason Papinchak of Cochranton was 
ready to step up and help the Pan-
thers soar towards a victory with his 
show “Wings.”

On Saturday Oct. 28, the march-
ing band traveled to Veterans Sta-
dium in Erie to compete in their fi-
nal show of the 2017 season at the 
LMBA (Lakeshore Marching Band 
Association) Championships.  

The show included four songs 
staging how life can bring death but 
also blossom into something great 
again. The songs were “Ascension,” 
“Dissension,” “Hope,” and “Re-
birth.” 

The beginning of each song was 
narrated by a member of the band to 
clarify what each song represented. 

There were 11 bands in atten-
dance, with Saegertown being the 
only single A band.  

“All year we had been competing 
against ourselves. It wasn’t about 
winning. It was about improvement 
and showing everyone that we were 

back and here to stay,” senior Drum 
Major Francis Jageacks said.

The band earned a respectable 
score of 76.84.  Although they did 
not break an 80 like they had hoped, 
many members were still content 
with how they did 

“I think we did pretty well for be-
ing a single A band that just came 
back” said seventh grader Ella Wor-
ley. 

(The following is a note from Han-
nah Myers, who played bass clarinet 
in this year’s marching band).

Originally this story was going to 
be a closing to the marching band 
season and a congratulations to all of 
us for pulling together and winning 
LMBA Championships; however, I 
wanted it to be so much more than 
that. 

Music programs are so important, 
and they are not given enough credit. 
I can personally say that all of us put 
our blood, sweat, and tears into what 
we do. 

We work just as hard as anybody 
else if not harder. For so many of 
us, music is everything. I personally 

have been a part of almost every mu-
sic program I could get my hands on 
since fourth grade. 

This band season we came from 
nothing. We picked ourselves up out 
of the dirt and we made something 
of ourselves. 

We had so much taken from us 
when they cut our program in 2016. 
Under the direction of Jason Papin-
chak, we began to grow back like a 
flower that had been moved into the 
sun after spending time in the dark. 

We felt like we had been forgot-
ten, but our love for what we do 
did not die. With just 20 members, 
only a few upper classmen, two staff 
members, and a few alumni helpers, 
we pulled together and made some-
thing of ourselves. To show every-
one that we matter and we are here 
to stay. 

On a personal note, I am so proud 
of all my bandmates and everything 
we have accomplished. It was amaz-
ing getting to know all of you over 
the past five or so months. 

You all are so special to me, even 
if you drove me crazy throughout the 
year. 

Thank you for making my senior 
year special. I will always be there 
for you if you ever need me.

Contributed Photo
I’m very pleased with the marching bands success. We overcame many obstacles 
and did a great job of beginning to rebuild the program. I’m confident that things 
will only get better and better.

-Jason Papinchak
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Thor Ragnarok is a smash-hit
By Dustin Steiger
BROADCAST DIRECTOR

The newest edition to the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe is here, and it 
doesn’t disappoint. While previ-
ous Thor movies have been rela-
tively successful in their own right, 
“Ragnarok” has been praised by crit-
ics as “the boldest, most outrageous-
ly fun film Marvel has yet produced” 
(by Empire), and currently holds a 
93 percent on Rotten Tomatoes, far 
surpassing its predecessors (the first 
Thor movie holding a 77 percent on 
Rotten Tomatoes, with its sequel 
falling behind at a 66 percent). It 
follows the journey of Thor (Chris 
Hemsworth), the Asgardian god 
of thunder, as he attempts to stop a 
Ragnarok, a war between the gods 
that would mean certain death for his 
home planet and all of it’s people. 
During his adventure, he runs into 
old friends and new ones, such as the 
fan-favorite Loki (Tom Hiddleston) 
and the incredible Hulk (Mark Ruf-
falo), with Tessa Thompson making 
her debut appearance in the Marvel 
Universe as Valkyrie. As with most 

M a r v e l 
m o v i e s , 
it’s filled 
w i t h 
plenty of 
a c t i o n , 
with the 
main vil-
lain, Hela 
( C a t e 
B l a n c h -
ett) being 
a goddess 
of death.

H o w -
ever, “Thor: Ragnarok”’s real strong 
point is it’s comedic style, which it 
pulls off phenomenally. Hardly a 
minute goes by without a wisecrack 
or pun that’s destined to bring a grin 
to your face, creating a movie expe-
rience that’s unlike any other Marvel 
film to date. 

Overall, “Thor: Ragnarok” is a 
hilarious adventure, one that can be 
enjoyed by almost anyone. The ac-
tion never seems too bland, and the 
comedy never seems to miss it’s 
mark, making for a powerful addi-
tion to the Marvel series.

Students amaze audience at first Variety Show
By Scout Van Cise
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

PENNCREST made history last 
Friday at the first ever combined va-
riety show in celebration of National 
History Day. 

The show, sponsored by the Cam-
bridge Springs History Day Club 
and The Panther Press, was packed 
with the best and brightest stars of 
Saegertown and Cambridge Springs 
High Schools for a night filled with 
entertainment, laughter, and out-

standing skill.
The show began with the sooth-

ing sounds of “Prelude in C Major” 
performed on the piano by Cambrige 
senior Alex Miller. The talent con-
tinued as Saegertown sophomores 
Josh McWright, Oliver Smith, Aar-
on Brown, and Carson Jones show-
cased their harmonic abilities as a 
barbershop quartet covering Billy 
Joel’s “For the Longest Time.”

Saegertown freshman Autumn 
Atkins then covered a sweet version 
of “Fireflies” by Owl City, keeping 

the crowd entertained and clapping. 
To break up several singing acts, 
Cambridge junior Logan Bill wowed 
the audience with an original com-
position on piano. 

An adorable duet followed the 
next several acts when CSHS soph-
omore Kristina Carico and senior 
Elizabeth Adolphson acted out “Sec-
ondary Characters” from the musical 
“[title of the show].” 

Freshman Jane Hetrick then 
brought back the vocal theme and 
captivated the crowd with a soulful 

rendition of “A Change is Gonna 
Come” by Sam Cooke. 

Saegertown junior and theater 
talent extraordinaire Madison Mor-
gan stole the show with her comical 
act, “Nothing” from the musical “A 
Chorus Line.” 

Several more act proceeded after-
ward including Saegertown’s Quaid 
Ross, Dylan Blaylock, and Ryan 
Alward unplugged performance of 
their original song, “Today,” and a 
guest performance from Dr. David 
and the Twisted Root (Mrs. Melissa 

Statman and her husband).
The show wrapped with the an-

nouncement of the winners. Third 
place was a tie between Hetrick and 
Bill, the barbershop quartet claimed 
second place, and Morgan took the 
first place prize. 

“It’s really fun to come up here 
and make music and have people en-
joy it,” Oliver Smith said.

If you missed the show, you can 
catch it on Dec. 1 in the SHS audito-
rium at 7 p.m.

Contributed Photo
Quaid Ross and his band Echo Vibrations performed their song “Today.”

Contributed Photo
Judges choice: First place Madison Morgan, second place Barbershop Boys, third place Jane Hetrick. 

Contributed Photo
From left: Madison Morgan, Autumn Atkins, and Jane Hetrick, entertained the audience on Nov. 17 at Cambridge. 
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Stachuletz Stories: How to hoax - Fake News 
in Germany and how we deal with it

It’s a fact 
that nowadays 
there’s barely 
anything that 
can’t be cop-
ied or faked. 
We have cheap 
copies of fa-
mous brands 
flying around. 
There are il-
legal websites 

that share movies, television series, 
and music by uploading copies of 
the originals. People can fake their 
identity online and in real life. And 
of course, it’s also possible to fake 
news.

It seems like the amount of fake 
news has increased during the last 
couple years. People are growing 
more cautious, and the trust in the 
press is decreasing. Mostly, it’s the 
fault of social media and the internet 
because everyone can write some-
thing, publish it online and claim it 
to be true - it’s hard for readers to tell 
what’s the truth.

Fake news stories occur world-
wide, and of course we can find them 
in America as well as in Germany.

Much recent fake news in Ger-
many involves our re-election of 
the Bundestag in September, which 
is basically our Congress; it’s one 
of the main forces when it comes to 
making new laws. We have a many 
parties in Germany covering a wide 
spectrum of political views. One of 

the parties, which is considered to be 
more in the “right” part of the spec-
trum is named AfD (Alternative fuer 
Deutschland, translating to Alterna-
tive for Germany). 

A major part of this party’s pro-
gram is that they’re not exactly fond 
of immigrants. During election time, 
they apparently published fake infor-
mation about immigrants, concern-
ing criminality rates or the waste of 
taxes to provoke people to vote for 
them. This upset a lot of Germans 
and made them very suspicious. Ac-
cording to a survey by the German 
University of Passau, 64 percent of 
all Germans are afraid of fake news 
being used to manipulate their vot-
ing choices. 

Most fake news is being spread 
via Twitter and Facebook. On TV, 
there is a clear difference between 
channels who just want attention 
and those who want to inform. If 
you know which channels are more 
trustworthy, you won’t run into as 
much fake news. Newspapers usu-
ally research their information very 
carefully; there are rarely any big 
mistakes. My local newspaper has a 
small column where they correct mi-
nor misinformation like misspelled 
names or wrong dates. They also 
apologize for everything that isn’t 
right.

Of course, we also have boule-
vard magazines who don’t really 
pay much attention to whether their 
information is true. A very popular 

example for that is the magazine 
BILD (“picture”). They have caused 
quite the uproar in the last few years 
for spreading fake or altered news; 
statistics that are out of date, and 
even “wanted”-announcements that 
the police never asked them to pub-
lish. This year, they claimed in a 
major article that there was sexual 
harassment during a silvesterparty 
in Frankfurt. Apparently, hundreds 
of drunk immigrants were groping 
women and trashing in bars. How-
ever, as it turned out, these events 
never happened as reported.

But there is movement against 
the spreading of fake news. A web-
site called hoaxmap.org detects fake 
news about immigrants and shows 
on a map where the faked event 
“happened,” a short description of 
it, who proved it wrong, and how 
much fake news occurred in an area. 
TV channels produce videos on how 
to avoid or detect fake news. Stu-
dents are taught in school that they 
shouldn’t believe everything on the 
internet and always need to compare 
more than two sources to find out 
how trustworthy an information is.

We may live in a time where there 
are many lies around us, but don’t 
let that cloud your judgement! Ask 
questions, be curious and do your 
best to only spread information that 
is true and verified in several reputa-
ble sources. 

Paula Stachuletz

Once in a great while, I get to see 
something very cool that I stop in 
my tracks and frame the moment in 
my head so that I will never forget 
it.  I look at the trees, smell the air, 
discern colors, listen to the noises.  
I do these things because invariably 
time wipes memory clean.  It seems 
like there’s only so much space 
in my head to mark the favorites, 
make a conscious effort to anchor 
them to something permanent.  

So when Beka McClymonds 
and Maddie Mondi were warming 
up for the PIAA State Champion-
ships on November 4 at Hershey, 
I looked at those girls’ smiles.  I 
marked the chilly 45 degree air, I 
noted which was wearing their Un-
der Armour and which not.  Hair 
ties, check.  Both.  Orange socks, 
of course!  #prayersfordakotaprice.   
A good day.

But here’s the thing:  I placed that 
moment in a permanent file in the 

filing cabinet of my mind because I 
am thankful for them.  I was able to 
be part of their life story, a memory 
they will never forget.  

It’s Thanksgiving in two days.  For 
what are you thankful?  Yes, I have a 
truck I call “the space shuttle,” a cab-
in in the woods of Espyville, and I 
enjoy the best job ever.  Family time 
= best ever, no discussion.

The best memories are the shared 
ones--they are really the only ones 
that matter.  Stuff is just stuff.  It 
comes and goes, never brings last-
ing happiness. Nice, sure; memora-
ble, no. The real stuff, the good stuff 
is this:  sharing joy with Beka and 
Maddie in a field, four hours east 
of Saegertown, the crisp, chilly Au-
tumn air.  Permanent.  For this I am 
thankful.

(This will be an ongoing feature, 
written by a different faculty member 
each issue)
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