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Saegertown’s Chris Greco receives Golden Apple Award
By Kassie Boyd and
Hillary Twiford
NEWS EDITORS

Following in the foot-
steps of great teachers be-
fore him, Mr. Chris Greco
was awarded the Golden
Apple, an award given to
exceptional teachers who
have positively impacted
students’ lives, during his
AP Biology class on
Wednesday, Dec. 6, 2017. 

The science teacher and
his fourth period class
were surprised by Princi-

pal Tom Baker, Assistant
Principal Kylene Koper,
senior Michael Chess, and
a JET 24 news crew. 

The Golden Apple
award, sponsored by Jet
24 and Edinboro Univer-
sity, is awarded each week
to a different teacher. In
June, all recipients gather
for a celebration where
the ‘Teacher of the Year’
is awarded. 

“I was in shock, and for
me to be speechless is a
rare occasion,” Mr. Greco

said. “It was a humbling
experience and one that I
was very thankful to re-
ceive.” 

He has been teaching at
Saegertown for 14 years
in the science department. 

Students of his, past and
present, commend his pa-
tience and skill when it
comes to teaching the
challenging subjects of
advanced biology and
anatomy. 

“I go day by day to help
my students,” Mr. Greco

said.  
“He’s a really good

teacher,” Chess said. “He
has a way of teaching kids
that’s fun and makes the
information stick.”

“The nice things he
[Mike] said about me in
the letter reaffirmed why I
love to teach,” Mr. Greco
said. 

“He’s a good student
and an even better person,
so when he took the time
to nominate me, it was
greatly appreciated.”

Contributed Photos
Mr. Chris Greco won Edinboro University’s Golden Apple Award on Nov. 29

Farmer’s Almanac: What’s in store for this winter?
By Kaity Gage
DESIGN EDITOR

Attention to all skiers,
snowboarders, sledders,
and snowman fanatics.
Northwestern Pennsylva-
nia is expected to have the
perfect weather for you to
enjoy all of your favorite
snowy activities. 

The Farmer’s Almanac
has been predicting
weather for years and this
year a cold winter season

with average or above av-
erage snowfall is antici-
pated. For the past few
winters our area has expe-
rienced light snowfall and
above average tempera-
tures. 

The snowfall that we
have seen over the last
week is very similar to
what we are expected to
see for the rest of the win-
ter, unless Lake Erie
freezes over. 

Without the lake being
frozen, storm systems can
pull atoms of water into
the atmosphere to form
more snow. Therefore,
our lake effect snowfall
amounts rise; however, if
the lake freezes we will be
more likely to experience
cold temperatures, wind,
and slightly above aver-
age snowfall.

The average snowfall
for Meadville is ninety-

five inches per year ac-
cording to bestplaces.net.
So far we have already re-
ceived approximately 12
inches of snow. 

With the snow that has
fallen and that will con-
tinue to accumulate the
Saegertown area is likely
to have a white Christ-
mas. Make sure to be
safe, stay warm, and do
your best to enjoy the up-
coming winter. 

Stachuletz Stories: Of capitol and capital - my trip to Washington D.C.
Since I’m here in the

United States with CBYX
(Congress-Bundestag
Youth Exchange), a schol-
arship sponsored by the
Congress and the Bun-
destag, my year also fo-
cuses on the political
systems in both countries
(America and Germany).

And what better place
is there to learn about the
US-American one than
visiting the city where
most of it happens? 

So on Dec. 3, I boarded
a plane to D.C.  with 95
other CBYX exchange
students from all over the
States, looking forward to
a cool and informative
week. 

From the beginning, our
schedule was packed! The
staff made sure that we got
to visit really cool places,
both politically and cultur-
ally. 

During the next days we
went to the Newseum
(which was my personal
favorite), the National
Portrait Gallery (that had

w a y
t o o
o v e r -
priced
s a n d -
wiches
f o r
lunch),
t h e
Natural History Museum
and the American History
Museum (both awesome
and really interesting), and
we could choose whether
we wanted to visit the Na-
tional Museum Of Art or
the Air And Space Mu-
seum. I decided for the
last one, but to be honest I
was somewhat disap-
pointed by it. 

I think if I had the
chance again, I’d go to the
Art Museum because now
I know I’m not intrigued
by aircrafts at all.

We also saw some of
the presidents’ memorials
and the Martin Luther
King memorial, which
was interesting because
our staff leaders had a lot
to tell about those people,

both positive and nega-
tive. 

I think I liked the MLK
memorial best because it
had so many of his inspir-
ing quotes on it. 

On Wednesday morn-
ing, someone knocked on
our door and a whole
flood of water gushed into
our room when we opened
it - apparently a pipe had
exploded and now the
water was getting every-
where. We had to spend
the time until breakfast
collecting towels to soak
the water up.

That morning was fol-
lowed by our “Capitol Hill
Day” where we had the
most control about how
we wanted to spend our
time. 

Every CBYX student
got a plan for meetings
with representatives and
senators of their state; as
long as we were on time
for those, we could visit
every place on Capitol
Hill! 

I went to the Supreme

Court, where the main
courtroom surprised me.
Its size isn’t supreme at all
- it’s quite small consider-
ing the power of this
court. I also wanted to get
a tour through the Capitol,
but apparently every
school in and around
Washington had decided
to do the same, so I just
ate lunch there instead of
standing in line for three
hours. 

I did see the Library Of
Congress though, which is
really pretty! Not only
have do they have lots of
books and exhibits about
literature, but the entire
building has murals on the
ceilings which are beauti-
ful.

My meeting was with a
staff member of Senator
Bob Casey at 11 a.m.

It only lasted about fif-
teen minutes and there
were seven other students
from Pennsylvania with
me, so I didn’t get to ask a
lot of questions, but it was
a neat experience. 

Casey’s staffer asked a
lot about our exchange
year and was open to
questions about political
issues like taxes and
racism. Then she had to
hurry back to work, so we
thanked her for the talk
and went back to our own
plans.

Thursday night we saw
the play “Twist Your
Dickens” at the Kennedy
Center theater, which was
amazing. 

It was an improvise-
comedy version of
Charles Dickens Christ-
mas story and I thought it
was really funny. 

Friday was spent get-
ting everyone back to their
host families, which
meant getting up at 2:30
a.m.

It wasn’t that big of a
deal though, since the rest
of the week was so awe-
some.  I loved it! If you
haven’t been to D.C. yet,
you should definitely go.
You won’t be disap-
pointed.

Words of Wisdom from:
Mr. Greg Molnar

Evergreen trees, lights,
ornaments, presents, and
vacation from school are
what many people associ-
ate with the holidays that
we here at Saegertown are
about to enjoy. 

Others will take a more
spiritual approach remem-
bering the “Reason for the
Season.” 

But the older I get, the
more sentimental I be-
come, and the more I
would wish for a nocturnal
visit from the Spirit of
Christmas Past granting
me the opportunity to re-
visit my Christmas’s past
and perhaps see what I
missed in my youth, and
gain an appreciation for
how past relationships
have shaped my present. 

As age has silently crept

in upon me while I was not
looking, I have realized
that the people who sur-
round me now provide me
with memories encapsulat-
ing the metaphorical em-
bodiment of a lifetime: my
lifetime. 

Age has taught me not to
take these moments, or re-
lationships, for granted. 

You are what you make
yourself to be, but you are
shaped by those around
you. 

So, this holiday season,
recognize those family
members, those friends,
those work/school relation-
ships, and embrace them as
fully as you can, for these
are the people who make
the moments of your life-
time and are shaping the
ever-evolving you.

Paula Stachuletz
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Write Us
Letter must be typed and 300 words or less.
Sign your letter and drop it off in room 215.

“Congress shall make no law ... abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press.”
- From the First Amendemnt of the U.S. Constitution 

The reason 
for the season

The reason for the season is not about gift receiving.
While for some the holiday season is important to them
for religious reasons, the true essence of the holiday
season is family, friends, and forgiveness. It is for re-
uniting with loved ones and cherishing time spent to-
gether. It is the time to partake in old traditions and
make new ones.  

People are more important than presents. It seems
like many people easily forget what is celebrated during
this season, and everyone is thinking about what will
be under the tree rather than who will be around the
tree. Spend more time with your family over break:
bake cookies with your mother, go sled riding with your
siblings, or ask your dad to help you make the best
snowman Saegertown has ever seen. Teenagers tend to
forget that spending time with your family is not child-
ish or lame. Take this time to grow closer with them. 

The memories you make will last a lifetime; the gifts
you get may not. Reflect on what is truly important to
you. No matter what holiday you celebrate this year,
make sure you clear your schedule for loved ones. 

- THE PANTHER PRESS

The AV Club visualizes the future
By Sam Shelenberger
STAFF WRITER

The Saegertown
Audio Visual Club (AV)
returned to the high
school after having been
on hiatus in 2016. 

The AV club is re-
sponsible for all of the
behind the scenes work
that goes into assem-
blies and other events
that occur in the school.  

“Membership was
limited before,” said li-
brarian Mrs. Betty
Litke, advisor to the AV
club. “I think we had
like 20 people.”

So far, the club has as-
sisted with the Home-
coming formal
assembly, the Variety
Show, the Thanksgiving
assembly, the Novem-
ber school board meet-

ing, and practices for the
upcoming Lip Sync.
The club has also been
producing the “Princi-
pals’ Talk,” a monthly
video segment made by
Principal Tom Baker
and Assistant Principal
Kylene Koper to explain
what will be going on in
the upcoming weeks
and to award the Golden

Panther to the selected
faculty member. 

The second episode of
the “Principals’ Talk”
aired on December 13
during extension period. 

“I’m not in charge of
the club,” said Noah
Greenawalt, president of
the AV Club. “That’s
Mrs. Litke’s job. All I do
is listen to her and do
what she tells me to do.”

The club currently
consists of five mem-
bers and is looking to
expand. If you would
like to join, contact Mrs.
Litke or Noah
Greenawalt for more in-
formation.

“A major part of the
school is back,”
Greenawalt said. “It re-
lieves the stress on
teachers caused by as-
semblies.”

Holidays aren’t always so cheerful
Have you noticed the

high-strung and short-
fuzed moods of everyone
around you recently?

Stress runs high during
the holiday season. Money
runs short, crime rates
climb, and in-laws visit.
All of these are reasons
why stress can become a
problem in a time when we
should be enjoying bond-
ing with our families and
relaxing in the warmth of
our homes. 

As a child of divorced
parents, I fully relate to the
stress which comes with
the holidays. Trying to bal-
ance the traditions of both
households with work and
school can be stressful. 

Sometimes I feel like I
am constantly running
around like a chicken with

my head cut off. 
Children of divorced

parents aren’t the only ones
who might struggle during
the holidays; many others
do as well, and the results
can be devastating.

From stolen credit cards
and merchandise to mur-
ders and burglaries to do-
mestic violence and drug
busts, crime seems to sky-
rocket during the holidays
and can take center stage in
the news. 

In fact, according to the-
atlantic.com, calls to the
National Domestic Vio-
lence Hotline jump by 84
percent during the holiday
season. 

According to the Wash-
ington Post,  national crime
rates are projected to de-
crease by 1.8 percent this

year; however, it seems
that locally, some disturb-
ing trends have emerged.

Just this past week a
coworker of mine at Trac-
tor Supply in Meadville
was followed almost all the
way to her home after leav-
ing work before noticing a
strange car. 

She then called her step-
dad to meet her at a neutral
place before the car drove
by. 

The following night she
was walked out to her ve-
hicle where the same sus-
pect sped from the parking
lot as our assistant manager
noticed him. 

As a result of this occur-
rence, we are all now
walked to our vehicles
when leaving and remain
on high alert during our

nightly activities.
Not only was my

coworker followed, but
there was also the homi-
cide which occured at the
next door GNC on No-
vember 30. Nobody had
knowledge of the burglary
and homicide as it occured.

This has all of my co-
workers’ stress running
high before the holidays as
we deal with the hustle and
bustle of the holiday shop-
ping.

There are many ways to
deal with stress. The Mayo
Clinic suggests that you
plan ahead, take a breather,
and acknowledge your
feelings. 

As for safety, you should
always be aware of your
surroundings. The Los An-
geles Police Department

suggests not driving or
shopping alone at night
and if you must, parking in
a well-lit area. They also
suggest that you locate
your keys before leaving
the store.

And remember, if you
are a happy soul from a
safe and stable family, and
the holidays are a time of
comfort and joy for you,
take a moment to think of
others who may be strug-
gling for whatever reason.

Don’t be afraid to reach
out. You can make a differ-
ence.

AUTUMN
JONES

MARKETING
DIRECTOR

What is Hanukkah?
By Hannah Nicholson
OPINION EDITOR

While most people
are gearing up for
Christmas, wrapping
presents and baking
cookies, there is an-
other holiday happen-
ing that is often
overlooked. Hanukkah,
which started the
evening of December
12 at sundown and will
last for eight days, is
also a part of the holi-
day season. 

Hanukkah is cele-
brated by people of the
Jewish religion and
typically includes can-
dle lighting, latkes, and
jelly doughnuts which
are called sufganiyot.
Along with latkes and
sofganiyot, parents usu-
ally give their children
chocolate coins and
tops to play the game
Dreidel. 

Each night of
Hanukkah, a new can-
dle is lit to symbolize

the olive oil that was ex-
pected to burn for one
day, but instead burned
for eight.  This took
place after the Bar
Kokhba revolt, when the
Jewish, belonging to the
Roman province of
Judea, were led by
Simon bar Kokhba in a
rebellion against the
Roman Empire.  

“We have to light the
candles anytime before
sunup,” said physics
teacher Mrs. Melissa
Statman, who has been
Jewish since 1984. 

Although Hanukkah is
not as widely celebrated
as Christmas, it is still an
important religious cele-
bration that should not
be overlooked during the
holiday season.
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By Hunter Trzeciak
FEATURES EDITOR

On December 15, the
“James Dean” of rap, G-
Eazy finally let his fans in
on his much awaited third
studio album, “The Beau-
tiful & Damned.”  

The album (whose title
pays homage to F. Scott
Fitzgerald’s novel of the
same name) is said to be a
representation of “the next
chapter of Gerald.”

The first single “No
Limit,” which is already a
Billboard Top 10 hit fea-
tures up and coming rap-
per Cardi B and the

well-known A$AP Rocky,
and is as us Gen Z-ers
would call it, a “bop.”  The
song features a heavy
background beat and some
lyrically genius work.  

The second single “Him
& I” features the rapper’s
well known girlfriend
Halsey making the song
able to reach an audience
that maybe he wouldn’t
otherwise reach.  

The song talks about
their “Bonnie and Clyde”
kind of love, making it the
perfect relationship an-
them. 

The album seems to be

more heavy on the “I don’t
care” kind of attitude with
songs like “Legend” and
“Eazy,” where the rapper
lyricizes about of the diffi-
culties he endured while
becoming one of the
biggest rappers in the
game.

However, it also ex-
plores a softer more re-
fined kind of style with
“Fly Away” and “Love Is
Gone.”  

All in all, the rapper de-
livered on his third release.
The album is the perfect
mixture of “soft” and
“hard.” Overall rating A-.

G- Eazy releases “The Beautiful & Damned”

Laura Monico/SHS
Mrs. Patton and Mrs. Papinchak sported their best
holiday attire from the movie “Elf” on Tuesday. 

Morgan Radwick/SHS
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News

Deer are down after
Pennsylvania rifle season

By Steve Siple
STAFF WRITER

At dawn on Monday,
Nov. 27, rifle season
began for Northwestern
Pa., and ended at sundown
on Saturday, Dec. 9. 

Many people went out
at first light on Monday
morning, but only an
antlered deer could be
dropped by a hunter because
of a law the Pennsylvania
Game Commission put into
effect stating that antler-
less deer cannot be shot
until the following Satur-
day. 

Saegertown students
made sure that they were
sitting in the woods early
on the first day and many
found success before the
day was over. Juniors
Sarah Swartout and
Austin Bayer, sophomore
Logan Gage, and eighth
grader Dominic Delizio
all downed a buck before
dusk.

“I felt really really
happy. I took two perfect
shots and got my first
deer,” Gage said. This was
his third year hunting, and
he downed a four point
buck on his family’s prop-
erty in Woodcock Town-

ship. 
Throughout the sea-

son more students ended
up tagging a deer.
Brenna Repko shot her
first buck this year. “I
couldn’t believe I actu-
ally did it at first but
when I realized that I re-
ally did get [the deer] I
started freaking out in a
good way,” Repko said.  

Dariann Beebe also
shot her first buck this
year. “I was excited and
sad, it felt really good to
get my first deer,” Beebe
said.  

With the freezers full
and the season over, stu-
dents will clean their guns
and prepare for what will
hopefully be another suc-
cessful year in 2018.

Saegertown SPP scores decline this year
By Kassie Boyd
NEWS EDITOR

The Pennsylvania School
Performance Profile (SPP) is
a public, online resource that
reports the academic per-
formance of every public
school, including traditional
public schools, charter
schools, online charter
schools, and career and tech-
nology centers. 

The data is released
statewide on the SPP website
every fall.

Schools receive scores
based upon several factors.
Growth, academic achieve-
ment, and the growth of his-
torically underperforming
students on the Keystones,
PSSAs and other standard-
ized assessments account for
fifty percent of the score. 

The Pennsylvania Value
Added Assessment System,
growth data intended to be
added towards achievement
scores, counts for forty per-

cent.
The remaining ten percent

comes from other academic
indicators such as graduation
and attendance rates. 

From the 2015-16 school
year, Saegertown High
School’s overall academic
score dropped over 10 per-
cent from 77.4 to 67.1. 

The biggest decreases
were on the PSSA and Key-
stone scores in science, math
and English language arts. In
addition, the percentage of
gap closure, met in both gen-
eral and historically under-
performing students,
decreased significantly. Gap
closure is measured by a
school making progress to-
wards complete proficiency
among specific groups of
students.  

Saegertown scored the
highest amongst Maple-
wood and Cambridge
Springs high schools, while
Saegertown Elementary
topped all six schools in

PENNCREST with a score
of 71.3. 

Every school with the ex-
ception of Saegertown Ele-
mentary has seen a drop in
scores since the 2015-16
school year. 

The SPP holds teachers
accountable as well as stu-
dents and schools. Fifteen
percent of a teacher’s evalu-
ation comes from the data
provided. 

However, this is the last
year of the Pennsylvania
School Performance Profile.
The Future PA Ready Index
will be implemented next
year as a comprehensive in-
formation source on every
public school in the state.
The goal is to reduce em-
phasis on standardized test-
ing. 

Both SPP and Future Pa
Ready Index are part of how
Pennsylvania complies with
ESSA  (the Every Student
Succeeds Act), a revision of
the No Child Left Behind

Act. The Every Students
Succeeds Act, passed in
Dec. 2015, focuses on
growth and the needs of all
students to prepare them for
college and careers. 

“It is the accountability
measure we have to com-
pare ourselves to other
schools across the state, so it
is  important,” said English
teacher Mrs. Stacey Hetrick,
who prepares students for
the Keystone literature exam
in tenth grade and has served
on the state reading commit-
tee for thirteen years. 

Some recent changes at
Saegertown are a result of
the declining SPP. “We uti-
lized the data to make new
intervention/extension
groups,” Assistant Principal
Kylene Koper said.  “Teach-
ers are intervening and pro-
viding instruction so
students that are retesting on
the January Keystones can
demonstrate growth from
their May 2017 assess-

ment.” 
Despite the decreasing

SPP score, many
Saegertown students are
growing and exceeding pro-
jections. In the current junior
class, 16 students projected
to be basic on the Literature
Keystones given in May
scored proficient, and seven
students predicted to profi-
cient achieved an advanced
rating. “It [the SPP] shows
where we are doing well,
and where we can grow,”
Mrs. Hetrick said. 

Staff and students are tak-
ing measures to ensure suc-
cess. “Students need to be
motivated and praised for
hard work and effort. Every-
one is capable of learning
and growing,” Mrs. Koper
said. “It is a passion of mine
to have students take owner-
ship of their learning and
celebrate their success.”

More information about
the SPP data can be found at
paschoolperformance.org.

Wrestlers start season with returning
and rising stars

By Nick Archacki
STAFF WRITER

The Saegertown
weight room is in full
swing as the Saegertown
wrestling team has started
its new season. The team
is stacked with returning
and promising new ath-
letes despite the loss of
six seniors who graduated
last year. 

The wrestlers repre-
senting SHS this year are
freshmen Jaden Reagle
and Jake Reisinger, soph-
omores Maddie Mondi,
Brandon Gaus, David
Deets, Casey Jackson,
Mason McClure, Robbie
Brown, Alex Kightlinger,
Matt Posego, Austin
Kimmel and state quali-
fier Kenny Kiser along
with juniors Isiah Han-
nold, Dawson
Bartholomew and Brae-
den Kantz. Rounding out
this year’s team are sen-
iors Colton Beck, Do-

minic Steiger, Tylor
Luikart, Drake Hazlett
and reigning PIAA 182
lbs state champion Cody
Mulligan. 

“I’m hoping we can be
as successful as last year
even though that will be
very hard to beat,” soph-
omore Alex Kightlinger
said. 

The Panthers are off to
a good start to their sea-
son as they defeated the
Youngsville Eagles, 72-
12, for their first win of
the season on Thursday,
Dec. 14. 

“Watching the kids
evolve and become better
at the sport of wrestling
along with getting them
to enjoy it and feel like
they’re part of the family
is what I love the most
about being a head
coach,” head coach Jim
Mulligan said. 

At the first match, sto-
rylines included Austin
Kimmel and Drake Ha-

zlett competing in endur-
ing matches against their
opponents as they won
their multiple round bat-
tles with a pin and a fall.
One of the biggest story-
lines of the night was
when Maddie Mondi
made her varsity
wrestling debut, taking
the win by a forfeit. “We
have some pretty good
kids and some that need
to step up in some hard
situations for us, but I’m
sure they can do it,”
Kightlinger said. 

“I got fired up one day
at practice because I just
wanted the team to keep
pushing and never give
up, so I yelled a quote to
them. It made me feel
good inside when I told
them what I said and they
listened,” head coach Jim
Mulligan said. “We’re
going to have a successful
year because we’ve al-
ready done all of the
preparations.” 

Contributed Photo
Logan Gage downed
this 4 point buck in
Woodcock Township.

By Laura Monico
SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR

Two Saegertown ath-
letes plunged into the pool
to begin their winter sports
season. 

Junior Ben Crowl and
his younger sister, fresh-
man Amanda Crowl both
swim for the Meadville
Bulldogs. The siblings are
the only Panthers currently
swimming at the varsity
level.

B. Crowl has been com-
petitively swimming since
he was in fifth grade. “I
like swimming because it
is rewarding and keeps me
active,” he said. 

A. Crowl swam com-
petitively from first

through fifth grade and is
rejoining the sport this
year. She is excited about
being a part of a competi-
tive team once more. “It is
really fun. They [her
Meadville teammates] are
very welcoming,” she
said. 

B. Crowl will be com-
peting in the 100 yd
breaststroke race this sea-
son. He is hoping to im-
prove his time this year.
He shared that his goal for
this year is to “swim
faster.” 

A. Crowl has not yet
confirmed what events she
will be competing in. A.
Crowl said, “My goal is to
do the best I can.”

The swimmers had their

first meet on Thurs. Dec.
14 against Warren which
is the only pool the swim
team competes in that is
measured in meters and
not yards. B. Crowl swam
in the winning 400 meter
free relay. He also swam
in the 200 IM with a time
of 2:53:79. Crowl re-
ceived third in the 100
meter breaststroke with a
time of 1:25:21. 

“I’m happy with my
times. There are a few
things I have to improve
on my technique,” Crowl
said.

The swimmers will be
in action again tonight at
home against Cathedral
Prep and Villa Maria
Academy at 6:30 p.m..

A pair of Panthers dive into the pool

After-school tutoring becoming a norm
By Bailey Kozalla
EDITOR IN CHIEF

A new accommoda-
tion has been introduced
by the administration as
an attempt to curb the
number of struggling
students in the class-
room. 

Beginning the month
of November, tutoring is

being offered until the
end of January. On select
Tuesdays and Thursdays
after school from 3-3:30
p.m., scheduled teachers
will be available to assist
students who are strug-
gling in their classes. 

In addition to students
who need extra help,
athletes who receive a
yellow eligibility slip

must attend the sessions
in order to be able to
play their sport. 

Math teacher Mrs.
Kathy Woods reflected
on the early outcome of
the tutoring. “I think it is
helping the students who
just need extra assis-
tance, and who need to
be eligible.” 

According to Assistant

Principal Kylene Koper,
the program was imple-
mented because, “A lot
of the teachers felt a
need for it, and we were
able to grant some hours
for the them to stay a
half hour after school.” 

Since the dismissal
time was changed from
3:24 to 3:00 p.m., stu-
dents have a hard time

finding extra help
throughout the day,
which also led to the im-
plementation of tutoring.

Tutoring will continue
the day back from break,
on Jan. 2, and through
the rest of the year. 

Be sure to listen to the
morning announcements
for the tutoring schedule.

ASVAB and PSAT scores released to junior class
By Scout Van Cise
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Members of the junior
class were busy this fall
with two standardized as-
sessments: the PSATs and
the ASVABs.

The ASVAB, or the
Armed Service Vocational
Aptitude Battery, is a test
all juniors take for the
United States Military. It

tests students on a variety
of topics from English and
math to mechanics and
electronics to gauge the
success they could have in
the Armed Forces. 

The assessment is
scored out of 99 points,
and students must score a
minimum of 30 points to
be recruited into the mili-
tary; however, the more
competitive branches,

such as the Navy and
Coast Guard, require
scores with a minimum of
40. 

Junior Gabe DeYoung
scored a 99, the highest
score possible. Although
he is not currently inter-
ested in a career in the mil-
itary, he was excited. “I
feel very good about my
score. I wasn’t expecting it
to be that high, and I was

pleasantly surprised with
it,” DeYoung said.

The second round of
tests for the juniors was
the Preliminary Scholastic
Aptitude Test, or the
PSAT.  

This test can technically
be taken by anyone inter-
ested, but students who
take the test during the fall
of their junior year can
qualify for the National

Merit Scholar Competi-
tion, a scholarship
awarded to the highest
scoring students in the
state. 

Scores for both tests be-
came available in early
December. Students can
check their CollegeBoard
accounts for PSAT scores,
and check with Mrs. Watt
or Mr. Baker for their
ASVAB scores. 

More sports at thepantherpress.com!
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Happy Holidays

‘National 
Lampoon’s 

Christmas Vaca-
tion’ is a 
Holiday  
Favorite

By Dustin Steiger
DIRECTOR OF BROADCAST

Nothing says “Merry
Christmas” quite like a
few Holiday Hijinks, and
National Lampoon has
just that. 

“National Lampoon’s
Christmas Vacation” de-
livers its comedy in a sim-
ilar fashion as “Home
Alone,” another popular
holiday classic. 

Slapstick humor and
worst-case-scenarios fill
this quirky comedy, mak-
ing you laugh at every
turn. 

It follows the Griswold
family as they prepare for
the rush of the holiday
season and the stress of
“invading” family mem-
bers staying for the holi-
days. 

However, nothing ever
seems to go right for
Clark Griswold, played
by Chevy Chase, as his
cheery holiday turns to a
living nightmare, full of
malfunctioning Christmas
lights, cranky relatives,
and pesky pets. 

“Christmas Vacation”
was released in 1989 - al-
most thirty years ago -
and marks the third entry
in the “National Lam-
poon’s Vacation” series.

To this day, it still con-
tinues to shine, airing
many times throughout
the holiday season, most
notably on the channel
Freeform. 

It's also available on
iTunes and Google Play.
Funny and even heart-
warming at times, this ex-
tension of the National
Lampoon series will ab-
solutely bring a smile to
your face. 

Michaila DeVore
(12): “I’m going to
Charleston, South
Carolina to visit
family.”

Laura Monico
(12): “I’m going to
Fort Lauderdale,
Florida, to watch
my brother com-
pete at a colle-
giate wrestling
tournament.” 

Megan Przy-
browski (12): “I’m
going to my Aunt’s

in Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania.”

Mykenzie Con-
nally (11): “My
family is meeting
at my Grandpar-
ent’s house in
Blooming Valley.”

Abby Kaye (11):
“I’m going to my
Aunt’s house for
Christmas break-
fast.”

Ben McWright
(11): “I want to go

on a camping trip
down by Cook’s
Forest.”

Ashley Merritt
(10): “I’m going to
my great-
grandma’s house
for our annual Pol-
ish Christmas.”

Skylar Ketcham
(10): “Pittsburgh or
Ohio”

Jazline Miller (9): 
”Hopefully to
South Carolina to

go see my step-
dad.”

DIxie Kindervater
(9): 

Preston Proper
(7): “I’m going to
North Carolina.”

Henry Schaffer
(7): “I’m going to
West Virginia.”

Compiled by
Morgan Radwick

Traveling plans over the holidays
Naughty  

Nice 
List

Watch out, SHS!
Your students and
peers have made
their list and
checked it twice. . .
are you naughty or
nice? 

Naughty:
Mr. Chris Greco

Grec Daddy was
caught sprinkling
salt on the Acad-
emy over the last
quarter, with par-
ticularly difficult

tests and his typi-
cal sass. 
Mrs. Kathy
Woods  

Mrs. Woods
takes her spot on
the naughty list
for giving too

much math too
close to the holi-

days. Santa is
NOT impressed. 

Mrs. Stacey 
Hetrick 

Mrs. Hetrick re-
served her place
on the list for her
excessive shirt

wearing and
boasting about
her AP class.

Mr. Wayne Lloyd
Mr. Lloyd spends
his school days

obnoxiously
whistling and
maybe even

cheating in gym
class. We hope he

likes coal!

Mrs. Nicole
Keller 

Mrs. Keller is on
the naughty list
for outshining

everyone else’s
holiday spirit!

Nice:
Mr. Phil Young

Young Thug is on
the nice list for
holding the VIP
teacher parking

spot and winning
a Golden Panther. 

Mr. Brad Wise
Mr. Wise is defi-

nitely on the nice
list for teaching all
the seventh and

eighth graders on
a scooter!

Mr. Greg Molnar

Santa is bringing
Mr. Molnar lots of

good presents
this year for shar-

ing his wit and
wisdom for the

Christmas Issue
of the Panther

Press.
Mrs. Kim

Schaffner
Schaff Dogg

earned her place
for brightening
the hallways

every day with her
dazzling laugh

and sparkling per-
sonality.

Mr. Bill Hetrick
Mr. Hetrick lands
on the nice list for
his innocent and
unabashed love

for alpacas.

A Panther
Press

Christmas
Poem

Golden bells
ring, 
Christmas choirs

sing.
The spirit of joy, 
the clanking of a

child's toy

Giving and re-
ceiving, 
the mystery of

believing
Oh, what a silent

night,
While the kids

sleep tight.

Out sits cookies
and milk,
The cup filled to

the hilt
Soon the silence

is broken,
As Santa leaves

gifts as a token.

Leaving behind
a car, a train, a bi-
cycle too, 
Up and off the

roof the reindeer
flew 
Off to the next

house,
As quiet as a

mouse.


