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Point/Counterpoint

Florida leads the charge for change

By Scout Van Cise
and Hillary Twiford
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After the Parkland school
shooting on Feb. 14, conversations about gun control have
sparked yet again. Once the
shock wore off, frightened citizens and concerned parents have
found themselves faced with a
dilemma.
What can we do to protect our
children? What can we do to
stop gun violence?
One of the most viable options Americans must seriously
consider is gun control. Since
many Americans are proponents
of the Second Amendment, they
immediately
dismiss
the
thought; however, gun control
does not mean eliminating all
guns. It focuses on more comprehensive background checks
and raising the minimum age required to purchase firearms.
As of right now, in Pennsylvania you must be 18 to purchase
a
gun.
According
to
pennlive.com, “You are not allowed to have a gun if you have
been convicted of a violent
crime, are an undocumented immigrant, are declared mentally
ill by the court, are a drug addict
or habitual drunkard, are a fugitive from justice, have been convicted of three separate DUI
charges within a five-year period
or are subject to an active protection from abuse order.”
With that being said, 80 percent of guns used in mass shootings were purchased legally. It is
clear the system of obtaining
guns is flawed. If 80 percent of
the people who commit mass
shootings are considered fit to
buy a gun, our country needs to
reevaluate the ability to obtain
firearms.
The Parkland shooter used a
legally purchased AR-15 to
commit his crime. The FBI was
aware of his mental state prior to
the shooting, based on several
concerning social media posts.
However, this could have

been prevented with stricter gun
laws.
Gun control is effective in
other countries. In 1996, Australia suffered its most devastating shooting, the Port Arthur
Massacre, which resulted in 35
deaths.
All six states of the nation
agreed preemptive measures
must be taken. Soon after, semi
automatic assault rifles and shotguns were banned. While gun
violence was not entirely eliminated, rates did drop, along with
suicide and homicide rates, according to NPR.
The bill passed by the Florida
legislature on March 8 shows
that America has the potential to
change its ways.
According to the New York
Times, the bill raises the minimum age for all gun purchases
from 18 to 21, imposes a threeday waiting period, or until
background checks go through,
and bans bump stocks.
It also contains school safety
provisions, such as funding for
school security and more attention to mental health services
and regulations.
While it does allow armed
school employees, and does not
ban assault weapons or
strengthen background checks,
it is still a huge accomplishment.
This piece of legislation does
not take guns away, but instead
makes for safer communities. If
we want to feel safe in public
settings, more provisions like
these would be effective. Thus,
other states should follow the
path forged by Florida and take
up their own legislation.
We can't keep avoiding the
truth. More students will face
situations like Parkland. More
lives will be lost to gun violence.
More students will be afraid to
go to school.
As long as gun laws remain
too lenient, history will repeat itself; however, if we come together as a nation, we can find a
remedy, heal, and move forward.

Gun control, or people control?

By Bailey Kozalla
and Kaity Gage
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Following the worst school
shooting in history, the idea of
stricter gun control has been
proposed. Seventeen people
were killed on Feb. 14 at Stoneman Douglas High School. A
call for stricter background
checks, age limits, and a ban of
“assault-style” guns have been
among the propositions.
Regardless of partisan bias, a
solution must be reached to
combat shooting fatalities in
schools across the country.
The major issue that galvanized the gun control movement
was the proposed banning of the
AR-15 and similar assault-style
weapons - the same weapon
used in the Parkland shooting.
Accompanying the movement was a suggested reform on
the gun purchase age limit and
stricter background checks.
DICK’S Sporting Goods and
Walmart even took matters into
their own hands, taking “assault
style” weapons off shelves and
raising the age limit to purchase
a gun and ammunition from 18
to 21.
However, this did not come
without backlash. A 20-year-old
Oregon man sued both businesses for “unlawfully discriminating against 18-, 19-, and
20-year-old customers at all
Oregon locations.” Because
DICK’S Sporting Goods and
Walmart are not complying with
Oregon state law, this case is
now being heard in court.
On Nov. 5, 2017, in what
came to be known as the Texas
Church Shooting, a gunman
killed 26 people attending mass
at First Baptist Church of
Sutherland Springs. It was the
single deadliest church shooting
in American history.
The perpetrator did not escape safely, however. In an act
of heroism, a civilian was able
to inflict two fatal gunshot
wounds with his AR-15 before
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the shooter could harm anyone
further.
The law did not prevent the
shooter from obtaining a gun.
He was convicted of domestic
violence while employed by the
Air Force.
By federal law, he should not
have been permitted to purchase
a firearm. However, this information failed to appear on his
background check, which allowed him to pass the test.
The right to keep and bear
arms has been a fundamental
American right since Dec. 15,
1791 when the Second Amendment was ratified.
It states, “The right of the
people to keep and bear arms
shall not be infringed.”
The recent restrictions, however, make it clear that this right
IS being infringed, particularly
for 18, 19, and 20 year olds.
And who is to say where it will
end?
There is a deeper problem
here than gun control. Society is
changing, and not for the better.
There are clear and rational
alternatives to deal with school
gun violence.
When the Second Amendment is infringed upon, only
law-abiding gun owners suffer.
By definition, criminals are
guilty of an act that is unlawful.
A piece of paper that has more
words added to it is about as effective as walking on water
when it comes to preventing
crime.
Laws only apply to the people
willing to obey them.
Tragedies such as the Parkland shooting happen because
they are located in gun-free
zones. Individuals intent on
doing harm seek these areas because they know there will be
no one to fight back.
Implementing the option of
concealed carry by educators
and metal detectors as a line of
defense will combat the problem effectively. Stripping guns
away from the innocent is not
gun control, it’s people control.
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What to know about the national school walkout

On Feb. 14, the shooting
at Stoneman Douglas
High School in Parkland,
Florida became the number one deadliest school
shooting in American history. Seventeen people
were killed, leaving the nation in mourning.
Tomorrow, March 14,

students across the country
will participate in a national high school walkout.
Organized by Women’s
March Youth
EMPOWER, the event will be
to honor those who perished in the shooting
tragedy.
A non-political demon-

stration, the walkout at
Saegertown will be hosted
around the flagpole directly outside the office.
Starting at 10 a.m., designated participants will
share details about those
who lost their lives. The
ceremony will last seventeen minutes, with each

minute dedicated to a
fallen member of the
Stoneman Douglas community.
Here at Saegertown, the
goal of the walkout is to
honor those who died
rather than focus on gun
control and political arguments.

With that being said,
students are welcome to
wear orange for gun violence prevention.
On behalf of all of the
members of the Panther
Press staff, we hope to see
you there.

--The Panther Press

WEAR ORANGE TO PREVENT GUN VIOLENCE

WEAR ORANGE TO PREVENT GUN VIOLENCE
Local eyes turn to PENNCREST school board for change

By Erik Murphy

With the country on
edge due to the recent
increase in the number
of school shootings,
local eyes are now looking to the PENNCREST
school board for change.
Although the board
members are limited in
their ability to change
laws, they do have jurisdiction over school policies.
At this point, it is difficult to say what will
happen with the divisive
issue of firearms, but
fire drills and bomb
WEBSITE EDITOR

threat policies could see
changes in the foreseeable future.
School safety was not
discussed at the Monday
March 4 school board
work session, but two
Saegertown students addressed the board about
safety issues on Thursday, March 8.
Following their comments, Superintendent
Michael
Healey responded with a strong
statement about the importance of school security. He also stated that
there has been a need for
change
since
the

Columbine
shooting
tragedy on April 20,
1999.
Mr. Healey asked for
student input about possible solutions and plans
to meet later this week
with Saegertown students.
In addition, it was announced that the board
would meet in executive
session on Monday,
March 12 to discuss
school safety.
Locally, fire drill
evacuation plans have
been questioned following the Feb. 14 shooting
because the Florida

shooter used the fire
alarm to lure students
into the halls where they
could be easily gunned
down.
It should be noted that
there has not been a significant school fire in
the United States in 59
years, and that schools
including Saegertown
are very safe in terms of
fire hazards.
Potential evacuation
changes were brought
up at the biweekly
Saegertown Volunteer
Fire Department meeting on March 7, but the
changes are only in the

beginning stages of discussion as board members and lawmakers
continue to grapple with
these issues.
A response from the
school board should be
coming soon. President
Mark Gerow said at
Thursday’s meeting, “
The board is all on
board with improving
security and safety.”
Board member Jason
Bakus echoed Gerow’s
words in his comments
at the end of the meeting: “Student safety is
our number one priority,” Bakus said.
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Saegertown stands with Stoneman Douglas

M
U
N

Y

WHY ORAN
A GE?

ORA
ANGE

M

T

The Panther Press
Tuesday March 13, 2018

** At 9:55 a.m., exit your classroom in
an orderly fashion.
Walko
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** Stop at your locker and get your
wear orange,
e but what is the purpose of this?
coat (forecast says it will be 27 deSOLIDARITY
grees).
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Wearing orange
** Head outside through the office
Is the color of GUN VIOLENCE
shows solidarity
doors, and gather around the flagpole
PREVENTION
in a circle.
** Wait for further instructions. Event
organizers will be there to direct you.
Is what hunters
wear in th
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** Remember: the purpose of this
to protectt
event is to commemorate the lives lost
themselves and
and come together as a community.
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You are expected to be silent and reOrange re
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spectful.
safety forr
** You will return to period 4 at the
everyone.
conclusion of the event.
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You Can Participate By:

Saegertown stands with Stoneman Douglas

2,853 schools are
participating world-wide

“During the course of one’s lifetime, certain
events arouse a strong show of support that
we should be behind. This could very well be
your generations’s opportunity to get things
done at a national level.”
-Principal Tom Baker
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