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Where are the seniors headed?

From then till now: 
seventh grade to senior year

Advice from kindergarteners: 
What should the seniors keep in mind?

For our final issue, we felt that 
the seniors deserved some good 
advice as they start new journeys 
in their lives. 

We asked the kindergarteners, 
the class of 2030, what advice 
they have for the class of 2018 as 
they leave the hallowed halls of 
Saegertown High. Here are their 
thoughts:

“Don’t jump off the swing 
while it’s still moving.”

“Don’t jump in the big hole.”

“You should never go in high 

grass because there could be ticks 
and they could suck your blood.”

“Ride your bike safely around 
cars.”

“Work hard and have a good 
time at college.”

“Have a good math.”

“Wait for a parent to go with 
you so you can go swimming.”

“Will you have a good life?”

“You can sell broccoli soup. 

Yum yum!”

“Get money to buy new shoes.”

“Get a job and win money!”

“Make sure you sleep well at 
college.”

“Get married so you can buy a 
house.”

“Always do your homework, 
go to your classes, be responsi-
ble, respect your professors.”

(compiled by Livia Van Cise and Kassie 
Boyd)

Check out 
prom on 
page 5

Read the senior 
prophecies on 

page 8
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By Bailey Kozalla
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The unbelievable is now upon us. Today symbolizes the last day of our 
childhood, and the gateway to adulthood. Graduation should be a celebra-
tion to applaud each other’s achievements, and acknowledge the talents we 
curated throughout high school as tools to take on the world. 

My three years in journalism allowed me to perfect my writing craft to the 
point where I was able to win two consecutive PSPA competitions, a Key-
stone Press award, and several Edinboro journalism awards. I am eternally 
grateful for the twelve year journalism program, and the ability to serve as a 
staff writer, sports editor, and co-editor-in-chief. 

While I will be departing the Panther Press staff, I will be able to carry 
with me a stronger ability to write and a greater understanding of the En-
glish language. 

At the beginning of this school year, being the co-editor in chief was the 
first time I would be in a position of significant leadership. 175 days later, 
I have formed and strengthened relationships within the staff that allowed 
myself to become a mentor, as well as learn things from them at the same 
time. Coming together as a group while being dedicated to the publication 
has led to great success in the twelve years of the Panther Press’s existence.

Telling the stories of Saegertown is the most rewarding factor of being a 
student journalist in my home community. From interviews to paper release 
day, the personal connections I’ve made with my Saegertown family will 
stay with me beyond graduation. 

To my fellow classmates, although you will be making your final fare-
well, you will forever be a Saegertown Panther.

Senior 
Sound-Offs
What changes would 
you like to see at 

Saegertown?

“I think the laptops are old and 
they need replaced.”

“More interactive teaching be-
tween teachers and students.”

“More school spirit.”

“A makeover for the boys bath-
room.”

“Water that won’t give you lead 
poisoning.”

“I would like to see the lower 
parking lot paved.”

“Funding for a full-time librari-
an would be cool.”

“Seniors should be able to deco-
rate their parking spots.”

“Students should be able to 
have a coffee mug, at least in first 
and second period.”

“I wish there was a larger selec-
tion of art classes to take.”

“Find a way to help pay for all 
the AP tests next year, please!”

“Make sure the laptops are con-
nected to the printers!”

A farewell is not forever A chapter ends and a story begins
By Scout Van Cise
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Every story is worth telling. My time as a high school journalist comes 
to a close today at 2:55. As the former opinion editor and current co-EIC, 
my SHS journalism career has been an adventure. The Panther Press has 
helped me make connections with professionals, meet new and amazing 
people, and most importantly, tell the stories of you, Saegertown. From 
writing about junior high Easter egg coloring in eighth grade to organizing 
the National School Walkout, every story that I have told as a student at SHS 
has been important to me and has helped me become a better person and 
journalist. I cannot express the gratitude I have for this publication and the 
members that have contributed to it, especially Mrs. Hetrick, who has been 
by my side through everything. 

The Panther Press has taught me many things, not only about journalism, 
but about life inside and out of Saegertown High School. I’ve learned that 
even the most mediocre artists can be second in the state for Literary Maga-
zine Stand-Alone Artwork, as long as the competition only has two compet-
itors. I’ve learned that when faced with backlash, the only thing you can do 
is hold your head high and stand by your publication. I’ve learned that a sur-
prising amount of people think I’m Hunter Trzeciak, despite the fact that our 
only similarity is our height. I’ve learned that a staff with contrasting views 
can still unite for a common cause. But of all the things the Panther Press has 
taught me, I’ve learned how important it is to ensure that everyone is heard. 

Every story is worth telling. As I walk through the doors today for the last 
time as a member of the Panther Press staff, I have confidence in the future 
of the publication for which I have dedicated time and effort for the past 
three years. Thank you, Saegertown, for letting me write about you. The 
stories of our school have more impact that you might think, it is now your 
job to tell them. 

Letters from the editors

Beautiful goodbyes
And so the adventure 

comes to an end

By Hunter Trzeciak
FEATURES EDITOR

Three years ago a girl who was lost and unhappy with many aspects of 
her life walked into Mrs. Hetrick’s room asking her if she could be a part of 
The Panther Press.  That girl was me.

My time at “The Panther Press” and Saegertown High School in general 
has gone by fast.  Just as every senior who came before me said it would.  I 
hope you all cherish every second of your time here because the reality is 
you can never go back to high school (as much as some people try.)  

The past three years I have been ever so thankful for all the opportunities 
and teachings that Mrs. Hetrick and our school publication has brought to 
me, and most importantly all the memories I have created with my fellow 
journalists in the newsroom (through the good and bad, sorry Mrs. Hetrick 
for that one week we fought to the death.)  I have thoroughly enjoyed bring-
ing you all colorful infographics, fashion trends, and of course the contro-
versial feminist centered editorials.

Over the past three years I have grown and evolved as a person, but I 
owe that to many people who I have met along the way on my journey, 
although three hundred words is not even close to the amount I would need 
to properly thank everyone.  To Mrs. Hetrick, thank you for putting up with 
my laziness at times and always pushing me to “write the story.”  To my Ed-
itor-In-Chief Livia Scout, thank you for always supporting me (even when 
I make bad decisions) and for of course being my partner in crime.  And to 
Will Kenneth Phelan, thank you for coming into my life at the right time and 
being my best friend, I love you always.

That girl who had previously walked into Mrs. Hetrick’s room unhappy, 
is walking out three years later the happiest she has ever been.  As much as 
I have looked forward to this day, I have always disliked endings.  Today 
we say our goodbyes, but as Winnie the Pooh once said, “How lucky am I 
to have something that makes saying goodbye so hard.”

By Kaity Gage
DESIGN EDITOR

As my final day has neared and will finish this afternoon, I want to reflect 
on a phrase said to me: “Cherish your time here, you’re sitting here as sev-
enth graders, but I promise senior year will be done and over sooner than 
you know it.” Don’t take these words for granted.

Through high school I have learned a multitude of things ranging from 
human anatomy to precalculus to journalistic style writing. As much as I 
have enjoyed it all, the journalism class is the part that I will remember 
the most. Being a member of The Panther Press for the last three years has 
taught me more than just how to write like a journalist. It has taught me how 
to be a better person and how to work better as a team member. The news-
room is just like any sport. You have a person responsible for every aspect 
and without one member on their “A” game, nothing will be done. 

Luckily for the staff of our school’s newspaper, Mrs. Hetrick is able to 
keep everyone in line and she’s always willing to offer words of wisdom to 
anyone who needs it, from the harsh kick-butt words of “finish your story” 
to the loving “job well done.” I promise to anyone who is questioning taking 
this class, DO IT! You’ll learn so much more than how to be a better writer, 
but make sure you understand the meaning of deadline.

Lastly to my fellow members of journalism, I love you all and will miss 
working with you (even though some of you push my buttons when it 
comes to the deadlines). Make sure to keep up the great work next year and 
continue telling the stories of the world (or our community) because every 
story needs to be uncovered and thoroughly told by you.
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Bathroom beautification project nears completion
By Hillary Twiford
NEWS EDITOR

When you walk into the Panther 
Hall girls restroom, it looks different 
from what you would expect.

 Instead of the typical dull layout, 
the bathroom shines with vibrant 
colors and unique decorations. 

For weeks, Saegertown students 
and staff have worked diligently to 
create the new version of this bath-
room, which was unveiled at Arts 
and Academic Night on May 31. 

New additions include painted 
stalls, decals, furniture, and a baby 
changing station. 

Each bathroom stall door was 
painted by a talented Saegertown 
artists. Paula Stachuletz, Ashley 
Merritt, Shannon Hatton, and Emily 
Loccasiano all painted the regular 
doors while Morgan Radwick deco-
rated the handicapped stall door and 
panel separator. 

Art teacher Mrs. Heather Papin-
chak supervised the door painting 
while English teacher Mrs. Stacey 
Hetrick provided additional assis-
tance.

“It was really nice doing it be-
cause it brought me closer to the 
people involved with the project,” 
said Radwick. “It also gave me the 
opportunity to do art, which I love.” 

In addition to the new and im-
proved stalls, various decals of 
butterflies and uplifting quotes are 
placed around the bathroom. Biol-
ogy teacher Mrs. Nicole Keller’s 
provided chairs and a table with 
sunflowers to finish tying the room 
together. 

The final new feature is a baby 
changing station proposed by al-
gebra teacher Mrs. Debbie Houck. 
While it is not a decoration, it cer-
tainly modernizes and brings new 
elements to the bathroom. 

When Saegertown hosts sporting 
and other such events, now parents 
have access to a baby changing sta-
tion when necessary. 

Many individuals deserve recog-
nition for the hard work put forth.  
Saegertown custodian Dominick El-
dred prepped the stalls for painting, 
put up the changing table and rehun 
the bathroom doors, and provided all 
around help. 

Principal Tom Baker and junior 
high science teacher Mr. George 

Nahay also supplied help with the 
doors. The American Legion Post 
205 in Saegertown and the Panther 
Press both gave money to fund the 
project. All parties involved deserve 
recognition for their efforts.

“The whole project has exceeded 
my expectations. When I walk in the 
bathroom, I just smile because now I 
feel like every lady who enters will 
know how special and valued she 
is,” Mrs. Hetrick said. “I’m hoping 
other projects like this will follow. 
We have amazing artists, so let’s 
beautify this place where we spend 
so much of our time.”

Additional students who helped 
with the project: Livia Van Cise, 
Erik Murphy, Kassie Boyd, Braeden 
Kantz, Sam Shelenberger, Sam Het-
rick.

Panther Press
Bathroom beautification 2018: Top (left to right) paintings by Morgan Radwick, Paula Stachuletz, and Shannon Hatton; bottom left by Ashley Merritt and  bottom  
right by Emily Loccisano.  Photo: (front) Shannon Hatton, Emily Loccisano (back) Ashley Merritt, Morgan Radwick, and Paula Stachuletz. 
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Chronic absenteeism impacts the Future Ready PA Index
By Kassie Boyd
NEWS EDITOR

Empty chairs serve as stark re-
minders of the chronic absentee-
ism that plagues Saegertown High 
School. It seems that many of the 
same names pop up on the atten-
dance bulletin day after day. 

This isn’t a new development, 
however, and Saegertown is not the 
only school that deals with it. 

According to the PA Department 
of Education, 7.5 million students 
across America are chronically 
absent each school year, meaning 
they’ve missed over 15 days (by the 
national definition), excused or not.

In past years, absenteeism rates 
have not affected Saegertown’s rat-
ings on the Pennsylvania School 
Performance Profile (SPP), which 
was designed to measure and evalu-
ate school districts in the state.

However, the 2018-19 school year 
will be different. 

The Future Ready PA Index, 
which was created to replace the 
SPP and rolls out next year,  makes 
chronic absenteeism an accountabil-
ity measure for schools. 

According to the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education (PDE), 
chronic absenteeism will be calcu-
lated based on the number of stu-
dents who have missed more than 
10 percent of school days across the 
academic year (18 days in our case). 

PDE’s definition of absence is 
as follows: “A student will be con-
sidered absent if they are not phys-
ically participating in instruction 
or instruction related activities on 
school grounds or at an approved 

off-grounds location for at least half 
the school day.” Students enrolled 
for fewer than 60 days of school will 
be excluded from the calculation. By 
2030, it is hoped that the majority of 
schools will be in the seventy-fifth 
percentile and above in terms of reg-
ular attendance rate, and schools are 
responsible for reducing the percent-
age of students chronically absent 
each year. 

Medical leaves and doctor-ex-
cused days, as well as unexcused 
absences, will count towards the al-
loted 18 days before a student is con-
sidered to be “chronically absent.” 

The Future Ready PA Index and 
chronic absenteeism accountability 
are part of the Every Student Suc-
ceeds Act that shifts the law’s feder-
al accountability provisions to states. 
Absenteeism has been added to ac-
countability because more research 
points to the negative impacts of 
missing school. At Saegertown this 
year, 39 of the 452 students enrolled 
are flagged as chronically absent. 
[see graph below]. That is roughly 
nine percent of the student body. 

Assistant principal Kylene Koper 
has several ideas to reduce chron-
ic absenteeism. “Some things I am 
thinking about include not allowing 
students to participate in activities 
that would cause them to miss more 
school once they have surpassed the 
allotted days. Examples of these ac-
tivities would be field trips, athletics, 
and monthly incentives,” Mrs. Kop-
er said.

English teacher Stacey Hetrick 
advocates for a “mentor program.” 
Each chronically absent student 
would be assigned a teacher mentor 

who would check in with that stu-
dent and try to help remove barriers 
to regular attendance. 

“It’s possible that just knowing 
that someone is paying close atten-
tion to how many days you are miss-
ing and actively following up with 
you might make a difference,” Mrs. 
Hetrick said. She also related a story 
from earlier this year where she in-
formed a student that he had missed 
over 200 days of school in his career. 
“When I spoke with the student, he 
was amazed that he had missed over 
a full year of school days. His atten-
dance has been better since that con-
versation.”

Mrs. Koper and Mrs. Hetrick 
agree that students and their families 
need to understand the importance of 
regular attendance. “Students who 
are chronically absent are at a greater 
risk for dropping out,” Mrs Hetrick 
said. “And they need to know that 
we miss them every day they are not 
in school.” They also agree that for 
many students, just being aware of 
their own attendance is a start. 

Acting PENNCREST superinten-
dent Brad Whitman also believes in 
the importance of educating students 
and parents on the ramifications of 
chronic absenteeism. “Being chron-
ically absent sets children up to fall 
behind in fundamental grade level 
skills,” Mr. Whitman said. 

“Education is the key to success 
and being here is the only way to 
accomplish this goal,” Mrs. Koper 
said. “School should be a place all 
students feel welcome and thrive. 
We as a school community need to 
find a way to make this a reality at 
SHS.”

Feelings mixed over Ainsworth sale
By Nick Archacki
STAFF WRITER

Soon after Meadville and its sur-
rounding areas witnessed the local 
Staples close its doors permanently 
in early April, residents received 
more stunning news. Ainsworth Pet 
Nutrition, one of the world’s leading 
pet food companies (Rachael Ray 
Nutrish, Dad’s Pet Care, and Bet-
ter Than!) was bought by The J.M. 
Smucker Company, famous for their 
jellies, jams, coffee, and pet food, 
for $1.7 billion dollars, a cash-deal 
to be finalized later this spring. J.M. 
Smuckers is buying Ainsworth for 
their pet food brands of Rachel Ray 
Nutrish and Dad’s Pet Care as both 
brands can now be spotted on J.M. 
Smuckers website. 

“I’m concerned and optimistic 
for the residents of Meadville and 
Vernon Township as I’m uncer-
tain of what is going to unfold in 
the upcoming months concerning 
Ainsworth and Smuckers,” Dave 
Stone said, former Vernon Town-
ship manager. Stone, who retired 
from his position in January 2018 
after twenty-nine years, knows the 
concerns and possible benefits of 
this purchase. “I’m hoping Smuck-
ers can increase employment in the 
area and build more buildings that 
Ainsworth has planned to construct 
in Vernon. We need more jobs in our 
area. However, I don’t know what’s 
going to happen to Ainsworth. I’m 
happy for the Sean Lang family (Ex-
ecutive Chairman of Ainsworth), but 
we’ll just have to see what happens 
in the future and hopefully Smuck-
ers can improve our local economy, 
provide more jobs, keep current 
Ainsworth workers here, and save 
money for the Ainsworth company.”

David Boyd, the Senior Manag-
er of Warehouse Capabilities for 
Ainsworth, feels optimistic about the 

purchase. “Smucker’s has already 
stated that their intent is to keep the 
manufacturing and warehouse facil-
ities intact in both our Northwestern 
Pa. and our Kansas locations, and 
Meadville is a high-performing plant 
and on par with other world class pet 
food manufacturing plants.” Boyd, 
who has worked for Ainsworth since 
August 2010, is looking forward to 
the changes ahead. With regards to 
the concerns, Boyd focuses on the 
positives. “I am not concerned about 
the purchase, and I believe that 
Smucker’s will make wise decisions 
for the Ainsworth team, the Nutrish 
brand and its stockholders.”  

The J.M. Smucker Company pro-
duces popular worldwide products 
such as Folgers, Dunkin’ Donuts 
coffee, Jif peanut butter, Crisco, 
Pillsbury, Hungry Jack foods and 
Martha White brands. For pets, 
J.M. Smucker produces Meow Mix, 
Milk-Bone, Pup-peroni, and numer-
ous others. J.M. Smucker is hoping 
to save over $55 million dollars by 
integrating Ainsworth into Smuck-
er headquarters in Orrville, Ohio in 
which “those savings are committed 
to the shareholders and part of the 
reason Smucker’s can justify the 
purchase,” Boyd said. 

 “I’m always concerned for the 
future of great local institutions,” 
English teacher Stacey Hetrick said. 
“It seems like there are unintended 
consequences that result in these 
changes. We already have declin-
ing enrollments in Crawford County 
schools, and it would be very sad to 
loose students and families because 
of this decision. I hope Ainsworth 
and Smuckers can agree on a fair 
resolution so we can still have 
Ainsworth in Meadville.”

The addition of Ainsworth will 
supposedly add about $800 million 
in net sales to Smuckers the first full 
year after the deal closes. 

Congratulations to business teacher Mr. Tim Houck 
who is being honored as the Americans for the Competi-
tive Enterprise System (ACES) Educator of the Year for 
2018. He will receive his award on July 11 at a ceremony 
at the Ambassador Center in Erie. Mr. Houck has coordi-
nated Pennsylvania Business Week at Saegertown since 
2009, and he is being recognized for his educational suc-
cess and his committment to free enterprise education. He 
has been teaching at Saegertown for 23 years. 

ACES to honor Saegertown educator

Mr. Tim Houck
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Great Gatsby prom was breathtaking
By Kaity Gage
DESIGN EDITOR

The Great Gatsby, a book beloved 
by many seniors, became the theme 
of the 2018 prom. On May 4, the 
juniors and seniors gathered at the 
Conneaut Lake Hotel for the Gatsby 
themed prom.

As the dazzling dresses and dap-
per suits walked the red carpet out-
side of the venue it was just the be-
ginning of the night. Many students 
danced their night away to the music 
played by the dj who included every-
one’s favorites from Nicki Manaj’s 
“Anaconda” to Big & Rich’s “Save 
a Horse.” There were rarely times 
where people were sitting down 
unless it was to catch their breath. 
The dance floor was full of fun and 
laughter and it was only electrified 
after the announcement of prom king 
and queen. 

Every student who entered the 
prom had the opportunity to vote for 
a prom king and queen from a list of 
five ladies and five gentlemen. The 
list of ladies included Taylor Shul-
tz, Emily Loccisano, Bailey Kozal-

la, Karleigh Ashbaugh, and Olivia 
Hoffman. The gentlemen included 
Colton Beck, Mike Chess, Dakota 
Price, Steve Siple, and Owen Chess. 
After the first half of the night was 
over, the dj called everyone to the 
dance floor to announce that Dakota 
Price and Emily Loccisano were the 
king and queen of prom 2018. The 
two shared a dance together before 
everyone returned to the dance floor 
for another set of dancing.

The night rounded out with more 
dancing to top hits until the night 
was over. Overall, the Great Gatsby 
prom of 2018 was a night to be re-
membered by many.

When the seniors were born: 1999-2000
By Jake Reisinger and Jalisa 
Norr
STAFF WRITER AND PANTHER PAW EDITOR

Top 5 songs 1999
1. “Believe”- Cher
2. “No Scrubs”- TLC
3. “Angel of Mine”- Monica
4. “Heartbreak Hotel”- Whitney 

Houston ft. Faith Evans and Kelly 
Price

5. “...Baby One More Time”- Brit-
ney Spears

Top 5 songs 2000
1. “Breathe”- Faith Hill
2. “Smooth”- Santana ft. Rob 

Thomas
3. “Maria Maria”- Santana ft. The 

Product G&B
4. “I Wanna Know”- Joe

5. “Everything You Want”- Verti-
cal Horizon

Top 5 Movies 1999
1. Fight Club
2. The Matrix
3. The Green Mile
4. The Sixth Sense
5. American Beauty

Top 5 Movies 2000
1. Memento 
2. Cast Away
3. Gladiator
4. American Psycho
5. O Brother, Where Art Thou?

Fashion/Clothing 1999
1. Overalls with the straps down
2. Striped sweaters

3. Buffalo Shoes
4. Spaghetti strap tops
5. Chokers

Fashion/Clothing 2000
1. Neckties as belts
2. Fishnets
3. Vertical- stripe flare pants
4. Layering tank tops
5. Cuffed up jeans with heels

The new PENNCREST superin-
tendent will be announced on Mon-
day, June 4 at Central Office.

 “I think it is an exciting time for 
the district and the timing of the new 
hire is great,” said acting superinten-
dent Brad Whitman. “The new su-
perintendent will have the summer 
to work on some important issues 
and become familiar with the district 
before school starts in the fall.”

According to Mr. Whitman, he 
will remain at PENNCREST for at 
least a week to ensure a smooth tran-
sition. “There are really great people 
that work in the district and I already 

see it moving 
forward in a positive direction,” Mr. 
Whitman said. 

The meeting will be open to the 
public.

New superintendent to be announced Monday

Mr. Brad Whitman
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Favorite Teacher Quotes
“Go to the office...all of them.” -Colton Boardman

Mr. Bidwell, “I’m gonna write the Biddy Bible, life on the 
Bid side...Is your God quadriplegic because mine is.” -Erik 
Murphy

Mr. Molnar, “This is the first time in my teaching career 
that an entire class has cheated on a test and everyone still 
managed to fail.” -Quaid Ross

Mr. Rutkowski, “Slippery when wet.” -Owen Chess

Mr. Bidwell, “My scabs taste like beef jerky.” -Karleigh 
Ashbaugh

Mrs. James, “Honestly, Star Trek warned us that doing 
drugs is bad.” -Olivia Hoffman

Mrs. Dietrich, “No hurt is forever, all wounds can heal.” 
-Garet Metzler

Mrs. Woods, “This is going to be so much fun!” (as she 
puts up a mile long problem that is impossible to solve) 
-Emily Loccisano

Mr. Horne, (Us, “Mr. Horne what are you doing for Valen-
tines Day?”) “Well I’m going to let my wife sit on the good 
ice fishing bucket.” -Shannon Hatton

Mr. Bidwell, “I’ve spilled a few and I’ve drank a few.” 
-Michaila Devore

Mr. Conrad-Medvis, “No matter what path you choose 
you’re going to end up right where you’re supposed to be.” 
-Kaitlynn Perry

Mr. Hetrick, “Fight the good fight.” -Beka McClymonds

or
“I worked at Sheetz, trust me you don’t want to know 
how we cook your chicken, hamburgers, bacon, and 
hot dogs.” -Colton Beck

“Taco Bell because it’s awesome!” -Emily Bowman

“Taco Bell because #Bajablast.” -Hannah Price

“Sheetz because they’ve got decaf iced coffee.” -Alan 
Shuhayda

“Of course Taco Bell. Is that even a question? Tacos 
are life.” -Callista Harman

“Sheetz because you can feel the love. And Wisconsin 
cheese bites.” -Mike Chess

“#SHEETZ” -Melanie Twiford

“Neither. Make your food at home.” -Chad Miller

Crocs with socks?
“They should be worn with socks unless you’re at the 
beach.” -Hannah Smith

“Wearing them right now. Hideous, scary, and comfy.” 
-Payton Brooks

“Never had them. I don’t pay enough attention to people’s 
feet.” -Autumn Jones

“There’s not one bad thing about them.” -Stefanie Ar-
blaster

“They are the dumbest thing ever.” -Tylor Luikart

“I hate them and no, they should not be worn with socks.” 
-Alexis Tomcho

“It depends on the outfit.” -Erika Caldwell

Favorite Memory

Most embarrassing/funny moment

“When Andy threw an angry bird at Grant, missed, and hit my laptop and broke it.” -Taylor 
Schultz

“Shredding the gnar with Olivia Hoffman.” -Ellie Lybarger

“When someone convinced me to put a Dorito bag in the microwave.” -Devin Nearhoof

“Spending time with my buddies Austin Bayer and Wesley Price.” -Jason Heimbrook

“Airdropping sexy cow pictures with Cody Mulligan.” -Drake Hazlett

“One time I tried to feed Morgan a peanut off of the beachers at a basketball game and she yelled 
“I don’t like the yellow ones!,” because she thought it was a skittle.” -Julia Sada 

“When I hit a full court shot at Jamestown.” -William Lilly

“Dakota Price coming back with smiles on his face.” -Morgan Courtney

“Graduating.” -Dustin Hunter

“Making new friends to last a lifetime.” -Megan Courson

“When Morgan Ashley slipped and fell on ice outside heading into school.” -Maddy Swavey

“When Dalton Talkington stripped to his boxers in our first year of tech because there 
was a bee that flew up his pant leg.” -Tony Weed

“Ripping my pants twice in one week and Mr. CM play the “I Ripped my Pants” song.” 
-Andy Rios

“When Dalton Talkington walked around in his boxers because Mr. Lloyd wouldn’t 
open the locker room.” -Austin Shearer

“When I decided to play Trivia Crack during silent reading time, and I had the sound all 
the way up on my iPad.” -Bailey Kozalla

“When my brother told his entire anatomy class that I had hairy toes.” -Laura Monico

“When Devlin Ives roasted me at the senior banquet.” -Ryan Peters

“In seventh grade I was walking down the hall and Tommy Tallida was the only person 
in the hallway and I tripped and fell on my face. Tommy Tallida kept walking.” -Scout 

Van Cise

“When I fell down the hill at Stainbrook park during Envirothon into skunk cabbage. 
After that I couldn’t eat lunch in the van with everyone else.” -Kaity Gage

“When Mike said “Bless this body” at the senior banquet.” -Steve Siple

How will you be remembered 
at SHS?

“That kid with the neck tattoo.” -Matt Williams

“As a short, burger-loving eskimo.” -Jacob Steiger

“Probably for looking so much like Ella.” -Hannah Nich-
olson

“I don’t know, hopefully as the horse crazy girl that put her 
horse in the yearbook.” -Hannah Myers

“By my laugh and smile.” -Hailey Allio

“I think by my smile and love of pigs.” -Patrick Dunn

“The chubby kid in elementary school.” -Dominic Steiger

“Apparently as the biggest heart breaker.” -Courtney 
Delizio

“Strong willed, not afraid to speak my mind.” -Alyssa 
Bauer

“The two-time state champ.” -Cody Mulligan

Who has been your biggest 
influence in high school?

“My biggest influence is Mrs. Peters because when I say 
I have no idea how to do a problem she said, “You know 
how to do the problems. Think of the questions I ask you.” 
and it works.” -Katrina Saylor

“Probably Ryan Peters because of how gifted he is in aca-
demics and Will Phelan for athletics.” -Micheal Costello

“Mrs. Scott. She’s always told me things straight not sug-
ar-coating anything.” -Alisa Blaylock

“Mrs. Papinchak, she encourages me to be a better person 
without even trying.” -Jenna Galt

“Mr. Simcheck because he is a such a good listener when 
you have a problem.” -Emily Heimbrook

“Mr. Molnar for never giving up on me no matter how bad 
I sucked at basketball and English.” -Jarrett DeJohn

“Momma Houck, she kept me on track with her pinch-
ing.”-Wesley Fleischer

“Mr. Hetrick has been the biggest influence on me since he 
was an awesome coach and always cheered for me.” -Em-
ily Stoyer

“Mrs. O’Shea. She helped me a lot, watched me grow up, 
and was one of the only people who actually made me un-
derstand math.” -Tara Rhoades

“Mr. Lipps because he taught us about how to prepare for 
life.” -Devlin Ives

“Mrs. Bullock from Cambridge because she always lift-
ed everyone up and was always there when you needed to 
talk.” -Iain Scott

“My mom and dad because they strive to make me be the 
best I can be.”- Marissa Henry

“Mrs. Hetrick because she cares and listens and helps you 
become better without you even knowing. She’s kind, un-
derstanding, and a wonderful teacher.” -Emily Fry

What is one thing you wish 
you knew at the beginning of 

high school?
“Do all of my homework.” -Travis Williams

“That it would be so easy.” -Dalton Talkington

“To try harder.” -Joshua English
 
“That your friend group changes.” -Morgan Ashley

“Not to wish it all away so fast.” -Haley Hess

“That the upper parking lot is deadly.” -Lexie Vath

“Astrology.” -Francis Jageacks

“That senior year goes by so quick.” -Breanna Manross

“To show up.” -Kevin Luzier

“To keep my mouth shut because it got me in trouble.” 
-Dakota Childers

“That Cutter’B Pritchard will never be my husband.” 
-Hunter Trzeciak

“Don’t share your pencils.” -Megan Przybrowski

Sheetz Taco Bell

High school ends but memories last forever
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Senior prophecies: Oh the places they’ll go!
By Laura Monico
SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR

As we are preparing to graduate 
from high school and move on to 
bigger things, I would like to leave 
behind some predictions of a few 
classmates.

Mike Chess
Mike Chess will attend college 

at Penn Tech for nursing and after 
graduating from college he will tend 
to elderly citizens in a nursing home. 
Although his occupation will be ful-
filling something will be missing 
from Mike’s life. Mike will move to 
the great wide open west and tend to 

his herd of 500 
bison while liv-
ing off the land. 
Nobody will 
hear from him 
until he sends 
flyers back to 
S a e g e r t o w n 
high school ad-
vertising bison 

hats.

Olivia Hoffman
Olivia Hoffman will attend Ohio 

State ATI to study Animal Sciences. 
Olivia will happily live on a hobby 
farm for many years before decid-
ing that she is ready for a change. 

Olivia will de-
cide to travel 
the country in 
a Volkswagon 
van picking up 
people along 
the way. She 
will make thou-
sands of new 
friends and 
connections before retiring in the 
desert city of Austin, Texas where 
she will make a living selling exotic 
lizards.

Devlin Ives
Devlin Ives will begin working 

directly after high school and be-

come a very 
successful man. 
Devlin will 
see a shooting 
star one night 
and become 
very intrigued. 
In fact he will 
become so in-
terested that 

he will weld his own rocket ship in 
order to travel to space and study 
the stars. Devlin will fly away in his 
rocket in 2033 and establish his new 
life in a galaxy far, far away.

Ellie Lybarger
Ellie Lybarger will attend Penn-

sylvania State 
University to 
earn her degree 
in astrophys-
ics.  Following 
college Ellie 
will become a 
very renowned 
astronaut being 
the first person 
to place sustainable life on Uranus. 
She will be asked to speak at the 
White House about her accomplish-
ment on the President’s birthday 
where she will then be offered a job. 
She will decline the job and instead 
become a crazy cat lady and live a 
life full of happiness and cats.

PENNCREST budget update
By Erik Murphy
WEBSITE EDITOR

Though PENNCREST’s unbal-
anced budget is of major concern 
for the community, many are still 
unaware of the specifics. 

On May 15 at 6 p.m. a public bud-
get meeting was held in Saegertown 
High School’s auditorium. During 
the meeting, the district’s business 
manager Bryan Hobson discussed 
the proposed changes between the 
second and third drafts of the 2018-
2019 general fund budget. 

Hobson made a five year budget 
projection last year which suggested 
that in the 2019-2020 school year, 
PENNCREST will have a balanced 
budget. However, $1 million in debt 
remains from last year’s previous 
amount of $1.7 million. Much of the 
remaining uncertainties deal with fu-
ture building updates.

The deficit has been exacerbated 
by a decrease in revenue of $314,000. 
Currently, PENNCREST’s median 
property assessment value lies at 
$25,000. This means that an increase 
of $1 million of tax revenue would 
equate to an increase of $25 per citi-
zen on average. The district’s current 
projected revenue is $51 million and 
consists of local taxes, along with 
state and federal subsidies.

As of now, it seems as though a 
tax increase is one of the few tools 

left in the district`s tool box, but 
some residents and appointed board 
members are unconvinced that it will 
benefit the district. 

Those in favor of a tax increase 
have pointed to General McLane as 
an example of district tax increases 
done well. However, the budget in 
its current state does not include a 
tax increase and that seems unlikely 
to change based on past board deci-
sions that have avoided tax increas-
es.

In the projected budget itself, the 
district has set aside $104,000 for 
AP materials (some of which may 
be used to pay for exams). You can 
review the complete budget docu-
ments at penncrest.org/administra-
tion/business-office/18-19-budget, 
and you can make suggestions by 
emailing budget@penncrest.org. 

The final budget must be in place  
June 30, and several uncertainties re-
main as to how much of the reserve 
funds will be used, what further cuts 
may be made, and what impact the 
final decisions will have on PENN-
CREST as a whole in the years to 
come. 

The next school board work ses-
sion will be June 11, with the board 
meeting on June 14. The public is 
welcome to attend. Meetings are at 7 
p.m. at the Central Office conference 
room. 

Mrs. Koper: First year in review

How would you describe your 
first year? What 3 words would

 you use and why?

Learning
Managing
Relationships

What has been the biggest ad-
justment for you coming to Sae-
gertown?

I think the biggest adjustment this 
year was understanding how things 
operate. Being that I come from an 
elementary and middle school back-
ground, there was so much to learn. 
I constantly look for the positive in 
situations; however, I am always 
thinking about ways to make im-
provements.

What have you enjoyed at Sae-
gertown? Has there been anything 
you haven’t?

Saegertown has amazing stu-
dents, faculty, staff and community 
members. It has been such a change 
moving from an enormous district to 
Saegertown. I feel with clear expec-
tations in a district this size we can 
make great changes to assist our stu-
dents in their reaching personal and 
academic goals.

What do you see as your major 
accomplishments for this year?

This year has been a huge learn-
ing process. I feel that we have made 
it a goal to make things smoother 
through our planning processes. I 
am most proud of celebrating stu-
dent successes this year. A couple 
examples would be our growth on 
CDTs and work completion. I think 
it is critical to create a climate and 
culture of continuous growth and 
high expectations.  

What’s the most surprising 
thing you have learned?

I think the most surprising thing I 
learned this year is all of the different 
hats that my job entails. Every day is 
something very different. I come to 
work with a list of things I want to 
accomplish, but I am often handling 

things I didn’t foresee. My new role 
is very invigorating and I am looking 
forward to next year. There is always 
room to improve and grow.

What has been hard/differ-
ent about switching from being a 
teacher to an administrator?

I think the hardest thing about the 
switch was moving from elementa-
ry/middle level to high school. The 
scheduling is very different, and 
there are a ton of things to learn. I 
have thoroughly enjoyed the change 
and I am looking forward to my sec-
ond year with the background on 
how things work. 

What changes would you like to 
implement for next year?

Attendance procedures & expec-
tations, grade level competitions/
incentives

What are your summer plans?
 Spending time with my kids.
My husband and I are going to the 

Dominican Republic to celebrate our 
15 year wedding anniversary and my 
40th birthday.

Planning and preparing for next 
school year.

Enjoying the weather and sun-
shine… IT WAS A LONG WIN-
TER!

(compiled by Jalisa Norr)

Mrs. Kylene Koper
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Senior
 Panther Press 
members tweet 

their final 
words of wisdom.
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As their senior year comes to the end, athletes share 
favorite memories from their seasons

Dominic Steiger: (football) Senior night sliding 
down the hill behind the scoreboard with team-
mates.

Hannah Nicholson: (soccer) When an Edinboro 
College guy hit on my sister who was the youngest 
player on our soccer team in Edinboro’s dining 
hall.

Taylor Schultz: (softball) When Haley Wise’s cleat 
got stuck in her shoelaces and flopped.

Jarrett Dejohn: When Coach Molnar tell us stories 
like how he lost his keys behind the peanut butter 
in the fridge during basketball practices.

Erika Caldwell: (cross country) When we ran to 
Lexie’s house during a cross country open gym 
and we got banana bread.

Beka McClymonds: (cross country) Going to 
Districts with Maddie Mondi my sophomore and 
junior year.

Lexie Vath: (cross country) Watching Erika 
Caldwell run like a dinosaur during cross country 
practices.

Francis Jageacks: (marching band) When the 
freshmen climbed a tree at band practice, and I 
had to help them down.

Michael Costello: (bowling) When we won back 
to back titles my sophomore and junior year in 
bowling.

Jacob Steiger: (basketball) Taking my only charge 
in the final seconds of the Maplewood basketball 
game during my senior year.

Cody Mulligan: (wrestling) When Brent Elizon 
gave Jarrett Ruhl a concussion during a dodgeball 
game at practice. 

Olivia Hoffman: (basketball) When Maddie Ste-
vens shot into the wrong basketball hoop during a 
game against Commodore Perry.
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Lady Panthers clinch D-10 title
By Braeden Kantz
and Laura Monico
SPORTS EDITOR AND SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR

Recently, the Saegertown girls 
softball team secured their place in 
the PIAA state championship brack-
et with a 11-6 victory over Willm-
ington in the district semi-finals and 
continued on to ten-run Cochranton 
in the finals to capture the D-10 title. 

The team has had a strong sea-
son with a current record of 18-4, 
including a 3-3 performance from 

their spring training in Florida. It 
is no surprise that the Lady Pan-
thers have again claimed the D-10 
title after winning it two years ago 
and making it to the semi-finals last 
season. ”We are peaking at the right 
time and I think we will be compet-
itive at the state level as long as we 
keep playing the way we know how 
and have been,” said senior center 
fielder Beka McClymonds.

Head coach Mark Mckissock 
is confident in the team’s ability 
heading into the state bracket. “If 

we make routine outs and hit the 
ball like we have been the last two 
weeks or so, we like our chances,” 
said Mckissock. “If we score runs 
like we have been and Courtney 
Hess continues to pitch at a high 
level we should be hard to beat.”

The girls will be back in action 
on June 4 at a location and time 
TBA in the first round of the PIAA 
State tournament. They will playing 
Chartiers Houston who has a season 
record of 16-3 and placed third in 
the WPIAL. 

Contributed Photo
Lady Panthers softball seniors: Taylor Schultz, Haley Hess, Beka McClymonds, 
Courtney Delizio, and Katrina Saylor
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Boys soccer left: Colton Beck, 
Iain Scott, Patrick Dunn

Football, football cheerleading, 
band, and golf right: Dominic Stei-
ger, Shane McClinton, Drake Ha-
zlett, Patrick Dunn, Megan Przy-
browski, Kaity Gage, Michaila 
DeVore, Alexis Tomcho, Katrina 
Saylor, Francis Jageacks, Ryan Pe-
ters 

Girls volleyball left: Payton  
Brooks, Courtney Delizio, Haley 
Hess, Olivia Hoffman, Beka Mc-
Clymonds, Maddie Stevens, Owen 
Chess, Mike Chess (Not pictured 
Hunter Trzeciak)

Boys volleyball right: Andy Rios, 
Jacob Steiger, Owen Chess, Mike 
Chess (Not pictured Hunter Trzeciak 
and Stefanie Arblaster)

Cross country left: Erik Murphy, 
Lexie Vath, Beka McClymonds, 
Emily Stoyer, Erika Caldwell, Devin 
Nearhoof.

Wresting and wrestling cheerlead-
ing: Dominic Steiger, Cody Mulli-
gan, Drake Hazlett, Tylor Luikart, 
Colten Beckk, Callista Harman, Em-
ily Heimbrook

Girls basketball right: Haley Hess 
and Marissa Henry

Boys basketball and basketball 
cheerleading: Owen Chess, Jarret 
tDeJohn, Steve Siple, Jacob Steiger, 
Tony Weed, Taylor Shultz, Hunter 
Trzeciak, Stefanie Arblaster, Julia 
Sada (Not pictured Bailey Kozalla 
and Courtney Delizio)

Boys baseball: Cody Mulligan, 
Devin Nearhoof, Austin Shearer, 
Steve Siple

Girls soccer: Jill Risjan, Mollie 
Yanc, Casey Collier, Hannah Nich-
olson (SHS), Rachel Skelton
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As you embark on the final 
few days here at the “Academy,” 
please take the time to reminisce 
on the great experiences that you 
have had with the ninety other stu-
dents of your class. There is much 
to be said about this small school 
where, yes, everybody knows your 
business, but most importantly 
EVERYBODY has your back and 
cares about you. 

Watching the care and concern 
for others is this school is amazing. 
The comradery shown whether it 
be for Dakota Price and his coura-
geous battle, a big game with super 
fans, a pep rally, or just a smile to 
brighten a friend’s bad day, Sae-
gertown is a family. 

Know that as you leave this 
school, just as many have before 
you, you will be filled with both 
joy and uncertainty about the fu-
ture. 

It may take some time for it all 
to sink in, but the times spent with 
friends, both at school or around 
a bonfire on a weekend, are filled 
with lasting memories. You have 
been a role model to many younger 
than you, and you never even real-
ized it. The students of Saegertown 
are filled with exemplary talents in 

many aspects of their lives, and 
there is no doubt that the futures 
of the Class of 2018 are bright. Re-
member to take these last few days 
to enjoy one another, be nice to 
one another, and maybe befriend 
someone that you might never 
have before. 

But above all, finish your high 
school life with the pride and dig-
nity that we expect from you. For 
the future classes of Saegertown 
High School, you have some years 
left to make a difference at the 
school that you should love. 

Do not wait and regret the op-
portunity to make this school, your 
school, the best it can be. To those 
graduating, remember to come 
home and see this place that has 
helped form you into the amazing 
people that you are today. 

Tim McGraw once said, “Chase 
your dreams, but always know 
the road that will lead you home 
again.” This home, Saegertown 
High School, is filled with peo-
ple who care about you, respect 
you, and want you to achieve your 
dreams. 

Good luck and best wishes on all 
of your future endeavors -  and do 
not forget to come home!

Words of Wisdom from:
Mr. Chris Greco

Once upon a time - ten months ago 
to be specific - there was a young 
German girl who wanted to see the 
world. She boarded a plane, came to 
a strange country on the other side of 
the ocean and one of the biggest ad-
ventures in her life started: A whole 
school year in the United States of 
America.

Honestly, I can’t believe how fast 
those past months flew by. I can still 
remember my arrival day in every 
detail possible and it feels like it was 
just yesterday, but of course it wasn’t, 
and I learned and saw so much new 
stuff that it blows my mind. Before I 
came here, I had made a somewhat 
vague “Bucket List” for my time in 
the US and since that year is coming 
to an end, let’s take a look at that and 
see how some of it worked out!

1. Food
I’m a huge food person, so that 

was on the very top of my list. Most 
people only know McDonald’s or 
Taco Bell menus as typical Amer-
ican dishes, but the longer I stayed 
here, the more I discovered that there 
is actually a lot more to it. I had pie 
for the first time in my life - pump-
kin, apple, cherry, peanut butter and 
chocolate - and I loved it! I tried 
pulled pork, sloppy joes, corn on a 
cob, sweet potatoes, different casse-
roles, Hershey’s chocolate, Thanks-
giving turkey, Mac n’ Cheese, cup 
noodles, Buffalo chicken… Of 
course I had fast food as well, but 

overall I think I learned how much 
more versatile than that American 
cuisine can be. 

2. Language
That gave me some good laughs, 

let me tell you that. I started learning 
English in third grade and was al-
ready quite good at it, but there was 
one major problem: We are taught 
British English in school. When I 
arrived here, I had difficulties under-
standing people and getting words 
right because that was different En-
glish than I was used to hearing. I got 
so confused at the slang terms here 
and for the first weeks of school, I 
constantly had my iPad out using the 
Google translator in class. Currently, 
I feel like my English got so much 
better and I even think and dream 
in English. I speak much more flu-
ently and I can understand different 
dialects easier - and when I talked 
to one of my German friends in En-
glish, she said that I sounded really 
American and barely had an accent 
anymore.

3. School and Sports
To someone from Europe, some 

of your sports seemed very weird 
to me at first; I’m used to people 
freaking out about soccer, but I’ve 
never seen a football or baseball 
game, not even the Super Bowl. To 
be honest with you, I still don’t quite 
understand how football works, but 
I definitely experienced the excite-
ment about that sport first-hand and 

it was interest-
ing to see! It’s 
like the passion 
with which 
people back 
home cheer 
on their local 
soccer teams. 
I find baseball 
and softball 
quite cool and I 
love how many 
school sports 
you  have. There’s so many different 
kinds and teams, that’s something 
we don’t have back home. I heard 
people here complain that there’s 
not much school spirit at SHS, but 
for me it’s incredible - this is more 
school spirit than I’ve ever seen in 
my life. The experience of American 
school spirit is one of the nicest ones 
I’ll take home with me.

Of course, these aren’t the only 
things I learned, but writing all that 
down would go beyond the scope 
of this whole newspaper. The last 
months were extremely informative 
and filled with all sorts of useful and 
lovely experiences, so here’s a big 
thank you to everyone at Saegertown 
High School - you made my stay re-
ally memorable and I’ll look back on 
this year for the rest of my life. Once 
a Panther, always a Panther, isn’t it? 
So at this point, survive the last days 
of school and have an amazing sum-
mer. See you next time, Saegertown!

Compiled by Bailey Kozalla

Stachuletz Stories: Bye Bye Baby - 
Reflecting on my year abroad

Paula Stachuletz
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