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HOMECOMING 2018: COME ONE, COME ALL: TO THE GREATEST SHOW ON EARTH!

From the Principal’s Office
By Mr. Tom Baker
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

I think it is appropriate
to begin this article with
the following quote from
Walt Disney, “All our
dreams can come true –
if we have the courage to
pursue them.” 

This is especially true
at the beginning of the
year, but throughout the
year as well. 

This is not only true
for the seniors who will
be moving on with their
lives once they walk
across the stage in June,
but also for those stu-
dents who have just
begun seventh grade. 

It is important to never
let go of those dreams
that you have.

It is also important to
realize that not everyone
has the same dreams
within the same grade
level or possibly within
the same class. 

These dreams can take
you to faraway places or
keep you close to home. 

These dreams can lead
you to the military, to
college, to work, or to a
family. 

These dreams may
also change over time
depending on age and
experiences. 

These are your
dreams, and they are
unique to you. 

These dreams have the
ability to shape the rest
of your life.

With all of that being
said, the most important
advice that I can give
any student in the build-
ing, is to never let go of
your dreams because
you never know where
they will take you.

Mr. Baker plans to
contribute a column to
each issue this year. 

Contact him at
tbaker@penncrest.org if
you have feedback or
suggeations. 

Principal  Tom Baker 

Senior release returns to Saegertown next week  
By Claudia Fetzner
PHOTO EDITOR

Throughout the years
at Saegertown High
School, various senior
release programs have
been in place (see staff
editorial on page 2) to
reward seniors in good
academic standing. 

The latest version
starts next week on Oc-
tober 3. 

This year’s Wednes-
day schedule includes a
thirty minute
extension/intervention
period at the beginning
and the end of the day
for all students.  AM ex-
tension meets from 8:25-
8:58 a.m. and PM
extension meets from
2:28-3 p.m. 

During this time, stu-

dents are assigned to
groups based on where
they need help. 

And this has created
an opportunity for senior
release to return.

Seniors who meet the
criteria set by the school
[including both aca-
demic and disciplinary
standards] will be per-
mitted to leave at 2:30
p.m. every Wednesday. 

A permission slip
along with a checklist
was sent out last
Wednesday with stu-
dents. “It’s a great privi-
lege to be able to leave
early,” said senior Carlie
Schlosser. “It will keep
kids motivated to do
their work.”

Seniors who attend the
Crawford County Career

and Technical in the af-
ternoon (who have been
left out of previous sen-
ior release programs)
will be permitted to ar-
rive at school every
Wednesday at 9 a.m.
under the same condi-
tions. 

“It’s a big deal for the
vo-tech seniors to be
given this opportunity
because I think we have
gotten slighted on other
privileges,” said senior
Samantha Evans, who is
a member of the diesel
mechanics program at
the CCCTC. 

Last year, seniors
who drove were able to
leave during afternoon
announcements every
day in order to beat the
“bus rush.” 

Many students were
upset to learn that they
would not have that priv-
ilege this year, but the
new Wednesday privi-
lege is being received
positively. “I’m  happy
to leave early because
there is less traffic, and I
can get home sooner,”
senior Elizabeth Hasko
said. 

Assistant Principal
Kylene Koper hopes the
program makes a posi-
tive difference. 

“The goal of the pro-
gram is to give kids
something they care
about and worth work-
ing towards, “ Mrs.
Koper said. “When
you’re doing your job,
you should be re-
warded.”

Homecoming Schedule of Events
Friday, Sept. 28

6 p.m. Community tailgate and dinner in parking lot. Join Us!
6:30 p.m. Homecoming ceremony, crowning of King and Queen
8 - 11 p.m. The 5th Quarter at Common Grounds (Grotto Park)

Saturday, Sept. 29
7:30 - 10 p.m. Homecoming Dance 

$5 per person
Doors open at 7:20 p.m. 

Kassie Boyd/SHS
For Spirit Week, the student body celebrated “Hick Day” on Monday, Sept. 24. Other spirit days included Twin Tuesday, Color

Code Wednesday,  ‘Merica Day and Spirit Splash Friday.

contributed photo
The 2018-19 Homecoming Court: Kassie Boyd, Gabe DeYoung, Cami Reynolds, Ryan Sherry, Elizabeth Hasko, Wes Price, Raef
Rhoades, Mikayla Balog, Will Phelan, Claudia Fetzner, Eli Draa, Dalaney Wood. See what they have to say on pages 4-5. 

Tweet your #hoco18 photos
@PantherPressSHS

By Mr. Brad Wise
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

You wish you were a
Saegertown Panther!

We are all unique. We
have different interests,
hobbies, strengths, and,
yes, weaknesses. We are
all individuals, but when
we come together, we are
one: a family.

There are so many dif-
ferent aspects to our Pan-
ther community. 

Are you an athlete, a
singer, an instrumentalist,
a writer, a mathematician,
a mechanic, an artist …? 

The list goes on as to
the various “tags” that are
sitting in this auditorium,
but one constant remains:
We are Saegertown Pan-
thers! 

A unified group work-
ing towards a purpose of
greatness. Greatness in
each and every endeavor
we choose.

Being a Panther in it-
self is a “tag” that should
be held in honor. 

Many have come be-
fore you to pave that way
and display greatness that
is connected to being a
Panther. Not only when

we are within these brick
walls does that name
apply, but in everything
we do. 

We are Saegertown
Panthers, and as such we
should walk tall, speak
truly, and be great.

So, who are you? Who
will you be? Who makes
that decision?

Ultimately, all of those
questions will be an-
swered by you. Yet, do
those around you help
with those decisions?

Sure, they do! Your
friends, family, class-
mates, and even teachers
(wink) have a hand in
guiding you through
many decisions. 

All of them are great
supports in your life
walk. In many ways they
are family, and they will
be the ones who not only
cheer you on as you drive
forward, but at times pull
you back to refocus on
that movement to great-
ness.

It is my prayer, as I’m
sure it is many within the
Panther network, that
each of you will find di-
rection and guidance
from your friends and

family, but also from
your Panther family. 

Make connections with
each other, support each
other, and you will be
surprised how this Pan-
ther family will be there
for you not just now, but
for many, many years to
come.

Walk tall, speak truly,
be great … be a Panther!

“Star light, star bright,
First star I see tonight,
I wish I may, I wish I

might,
Have this wish I wish

tonight.”
At one time or another,

many of us have recited
that little poem, and even
our people from other
school’s have rattled it
off. When they say it,
however, they close with:
“I wish I was a
Saegertown Panther!”

Mr. Brad Wise

Mr. Wise’s Wisdom: Homecoming message

Follow us on Twitter @PantherPressSHS 
and Instagram at pantherpressshs.
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Senior release qualifi-
cations are updated every
Wednesday, and in order
to enjoy the benefits of
this program, seniors:  

**Must have no atten-
dance issues (all excuses
are turned in with no ille-
gal or unexcused ab-
sences).

**Must have zero disci-
pline issues. 

**Must have no zeroes
in classes and have pass-
ing grades in every class.

**Must not be needed
for the Intervention/Ex-
tension period.

Know before
you can go:
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Mr. Brian Costa joins the staff
By Taylor Munce
SPORTS EDITOR

The demand for busi-
ness classes at
Saegertown is booming.

Mr. Tim Houck is
combining forces with
Mr. Brian Costa, who
spends his mornings at
Cambridge High School,
and his afternoons with
the students and staff at
SHS. 

Mr. Costa teaches
Sports Entertainment
Marketing, Computer
Applications, and Per-
sonal Finance. He also
supervises online French
II in the computer lab. 

“I’m excited to teach
the amazing students at
Saegertown,” Mr. Costa
said. “And to give each
student the opportunity
to succeed.” 

He added, “I’ve
known Mr. Houck as a
colleague from a differ-
ent school. Now that I
have the opportunity to
work side by side with
him, it’s a real pleasure.” 

Mr. Costa has been
teaching for 15 years
after graduating with a
bachelor’s in accounting
at Slippery Rock Univer-
sity and a teaching certi-

fication for business and
computer information at
Mercyhurst University. 

Before he started his
teaching career, he was
an accountant at a finan-
cial services agency in
Erie. 

Outside of school, Mr.
Costa cites his family as
his greatest hobby.
“Family is everything,”
he said. He lives in
Meadville with his wife
Brenda and two sons,
Chris, age 12 and Joey,
16. 

He enjoys heavy metal
and shared that his fa-
vorite band is Black Sab-
bath. He loves the movie
“The Godfather,” and his
favorite food is pizza. 

Mr. Costa has tackled
his new job head first.
He firmly believes in
“business before pleas-
ure” and “paying your-
self forward.” 

Mr. Hayes returns to teach government and economics
By J1 Students

Third time’s a charm
for Mr. Justin Hayes,
who has returned to
Saegertown to teach
senior government and
economics and provide
ESL (English Second
Language) services after
being previously fur-
loughed from the dis-
trict. He replaces Mr.
Brian Lipps who took a
leave of absence for this
year.  

Mr. Hayes graduated
from Edinboro Univer-
sity and started his
teaching career in an al-
ternative education
school in Erie in 2007.
Then he went to East
High School in 2009,
where over a third of the
student population
comes from outside the
United States. 

For five years, he
helped refugees and
other international stu-
dents learn English as a
second language. Stu-
dents from all over the
world, including coun-
tries like Somalia, Nepal
and Iraq, were repre-
sented by flags that hung
around his classroom.
From 2015-17, he

worked for-
PENNNCREST: first as
an ESL specialist for the
district, then as the tech-
nology education teacher
at Saegertown Elemen-
tary. However, due to
budget constraints, he was
furloughed for the 2017-
18 school year.

Mr. Hayes chose to
look on the bright side of
what many would have
viewed as a career set-
back. “It was totally
amazing,” Mr. Hayes
said. “I got to hang with
my daughter for the first
year of her life. I don’t
take that opportunity for
granted.” 

According to Hayes,
family is his highest prior-
ity. He lives with his wife
Adrienne, his 11 year old
step son, Trent, and his
13-month-old daughter
Teighan. They also have
two small dogs (Bishop
and Kingston) and a

Maine Cat named Rook.
Outside school, Mr.

Hayes enjoys watching
and playing sports. He
played both tennis and
basketball in high school
and remains an avid fan to
this day. Another passion
of his is cooking, espe-
cially on his electric
smoker, where smoked
wings are one of his self-
reported specialties. He
also enjoys listening to
reggae music and his fa-
vorite band Sublime.

Mr. Hayes looks for-
ward to forming relation-
ships and connections
with students and staff. “I
feel like a new teacher [at
Saegertown],” Mr. Hayes
said. He noted that this is
his first time teaching
classes with a majority of
students whose native
tongue is English.

Here he strives to con-
nect with his students in
ways that he could not at
East High, and he has a
willingness to learn from
his students. “Please take
my mistakes and learn
from them. Please take
my experience and apply
it,” Mr. Hayes said. “I def-
initely don’t have all the
answers.”

Senior Release is Back!
The Panther Press has been advocating for senior re-

lease since 2013. Consider these headlines:
“Consider ‘Early Release’” 
(editorial November  2013)

“RELEASE ME: Senior Privilege
becomes a reality for Class of 2015” 

(news article October 2014)

“Junior Release begins tomorrow” 
(news article March 2015)

“Junior and senior release 
make positive impact”

(news article March 2016)

“Bring back Senior Release” 
( staff editorial October 2017)

“Senior Release returns to Saegertown next week”
(news article September 2018)

Last year’s staff editorial ended with: “Considering
that senior release during extension period would
benefit both students and teachers, reinstating it just
seems like common sense. Make senior release a re-
ality again for the class of 2018 and beyond.” Senior
release did not become a reality last year.

However, the Panther Press applauds the adminis-
tration for reinstating the privilege for the class of
2019 and for finding a way to include the afternoon
career center students who were left out in the past. 

We are hopeful that, in time, junior release may
also be a consideration for students in good academic
standing. Thank you for bringing back senior release.

-THE PANTHER PRESS 

“Democracy dies in
the darkness” is the
tagline for The Wash-
ington Post, one of the
world’s most respected
newspapers. 

A fundamental as-
pect of American
democracy is our abil-
ity to have a say in who
governs the country,
and how they do it.

However, according
to a piece done by
Business Insider, only
60 percent of the coun-
try’s 232 million vot-
ing-aged citizens
actually voted in the
2016 presidential elec-
tion.

That’s less than two
thirds. 

Why are so many
Americans making ex-
cuses for why they
chose not to participate

in one of our most im-
perative institutions? 

“I’m only one per-
son, what difference
can I make?”

In Pennsylvania, you
can register to vote on-
line, by mail, in person
at your county voting
registration office, or at
PENNDOT or a select
group of other govern-
ment agencies. 

Submit your online
application, or mail it
to your county voting
registration office, and
within two weeks, you
should receive your
voter registration card.

It’s that simple. 
You have been given

a voice, so use it. Your
vote does matter. Take
an hour out of your day
a couple times a year to
help make the changes
you’d like to see in
government on the
local and federal polit-
ical stage. 

Do your patriotic
duty and participate in
American democracy. 

General elections are
coming up on Nov. 6,
and the deadline to reg-
ister is Oct. 9. 

And for those of you
who are not yet old
enough to vote, start
thinking about it. 

Be informed. Learn
about current events so
when the time comes
that you can vote, you
are ready. 

Exercise your right to vote. It matters. 

Kassie Boyd
Editor in Chief
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WRITE US! 
Letters must be typed and 300 words or less.
Sign your letter and drop it off in room 215. 

Mr. Justin Hayes Mr. Brian Costa 

By Jake Reisinger
and Jalisa Norr
WEBSITE EDITOR AND
PANTHER PAW EDITOR

The refocus room has
returned to the building
this year and is housed in
room 213, formerly the
Panther Press broadcast
studio. 

For the past two years,
refocus was located at the
PENNCREST Central
Office and used primarily
for in school suspension
(discipline).

According to Assistant
Principal Kylene Koper,

the return to the building
was welcomed by the
staff: “Teachers want it
[refocus room] up here
because they have a bet-
ter relationship with the
students and can use it for
many purposes.” 

The student  handbook
states that the refocus
room can be used help
with homework or class-
room assignments,  assis-
tance returning from
absences or home/cyber
schooling, test makeups,
and any other reason
teachers see fit. 

Students who take on-
line classes are also as-
signed to the refocus
room this year for their
allotted period. 

Senior Mikayla Balog,
who takes AP Calculus
AB, spends her third pe-
riod in the refocus room.
“I like it because it’s
quiet,” Balog said. “It’s
easy to get my work
done.” 

As of Tuesday, 49 stu-
dents have been sent
there for a variety of rea-
sons, according to the re-
focus log book. 

“There are still some
kinks that need to be
worked out with proce-

dures and so forth,” Mrs.
Koper said. “But so far,
so good.” 

Refocus room for students restored to building this year

Jake Reisinger/SHS
Room 213, formerly the Panther Press broadcast
studio, is now the refocus room at Saegertown.



By Taylor Munce
SPORTS EDITOR 

Tonight the
Saegertown Panthers
stand poised to bring
home the win at the
Homecoming game. 

For many seniors, this
will be their last opportu-
nity to prove themselves
on their home turf in
front of stands packed
with friends and family.

And cheers from the
crowd fuel players to do
their best.

It is no secret this past
year has been challeng-
ing for the football team.
The varsity team went
from 32 players in Au-
gust to 15 players on the
most recent roster. 

Losing players can
have a major impact on
whether or not the team

does well, as many con-
sider their fellow players
to be like family. 

However, the team’s
effort and spirit has
shown through their
struggle. 

“We are trying to win
at least one game this
year,” said Seth Lang,
one of the varsity cap-
tains. 

Lang is optimistic
about his team’s chances.
“I believe that we do
have a chance at winning
considering the circum-
stances,” Lang said. 

He is referring to the
fact that their opponent
for tonight, Cochranton,
also has no wins on the
season. 

“In order for the win to
happen, we as a team
have to keep our spirits
up and believe that we

can,” Lang
said. 

In a bright
spot earlier
this season,
sophomore
running back
J a k e
R e i s i n g e r
broke a pre-
vious record
by running
104 yards
before being
tackled. 

“It was
definitely a
team effort,”
Reisinger said. “No one
could ever win a battle of
eleven versus one alone.
No way that I could’ve
done that myself.” He at-
tributes his record break-
ing play to good
teamwork.

Tonight’s contest

against Cochranton
stands a good chance of
being a game this team
and this community wil
remember.  

Make sure to attend
and bring family and
friends to support the
Panthers on their biggest

stage of the season. 
Cochranton is cur-

rently 0-5 for the season
and the Saegertown Pan-
thers are 0-6. 

Come out and support
the boys tonight at 7 p.m.
Canon Memorial Field. 
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News

By Kassie Boyd
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Student enrollment in
Advanced Placement
(AP) classes has nearly
doubled in one year.

This represents a dra-
matic increase in the
number of students
ready to undertake the
challenges and rigor of-
fered in AP classes. 

Students and teachers
advocated for the addi-
tion of AP classes dur-
ing the 2016-17 school
year to increase for high
achieving students. 

Five AP classes were
added to the curriculum
during the 2017-18
school year (giving the
building a total of seven
offered). 

This year, there are
123 enrollments in AP
classes, up from 72 last
year, (many students
take more than one AP
class). 

This has proven to be
a bit of a learning curve
for teachers and their
students. 

Science teacher Mr.
Chris Greco teaches
two periods of AP Biol-
ogy. “Twenty-five kids
makes things difficult,
but that shows that the
students want fast
paced classes and the
rigor of AP science,”
Mr. Greco said. 

AP Language and
Composition, taught by
Mrs. Stacey Hetrick,
also has been spread
across two periods in
order to accomodate for
the 34 students. 

Last year was a new
experience for staff and
students alike. For

many teachers, it was
their first time teaching
an Advanced Placement
class. 

“I learned that I have
to keep my students on
track and teach more
content than I am used
to in a year,” said Mrs.
Kathy Woods, who
teaches AP Calculus.
“I’m ahead of schedule
this year because stu-
dents chose to be in this
class. Last year, stu-
dents didn't exactly re-
alize what they were in
for and how rigorous it
is,” 

With regard to how
AP students performed
last year, 78 percent of
31 students who took
51 tests passed with a
score of three or above
on a scale of one to
five.

Many colleges con-
sider a three or above to
be satisfactory knowl-
edge of the subject and
will grant credit for col-
lege classes that corre-
spond with the AP
class.

Teachers have used
their scores and other
feedback from the Col-
lege Board to modify
their methods. 

“I learn through my
students, and even
though they did well on
the exam, there are
things I can do better,”
Mr. Greco said.

This year’s AP exams
will be taken in May of
2019, giving students
ample time to prepare.
“We’re training for a
marathon,” Mrs. Het-
rick said. “And we’ll be
ready.”

Students rise to challenges
of AP classes

Bridge construction headaches continue
By Will Phelan
SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR

The Brookhouser
Bridge connecting
Highway 198 and
Main Street at the
north roundabout in
Saegertown has been
under construction
since Sept. 4 and is
projected to be finished
within six to eight
weeks from its starting
date.

“When the bridge
was initially con-
structed, expansion
joints were added to
allow for expansion
and contraction during
winter,” said
Saegertown Borough
Manager Charles
Lawrence. “It was bor-
derline on whether to
add one on the
Saegertown side or not,
and PENNDOT de-

cided not to put one
there which, in turn, has
shifted the bridge
slightly on the east
[Saegertown] side of the
bridge, causing the
pavement to buckle.”

During the six to eight
week reconstruction pe-
riod, an additional ex-
pansion joint will be
built on the east side of
the bridge to prevent fu-
ture damage.

Unfortunately, this ad-
dition comes with some
inconveniences.  With
school in session, many
students and teachers
must plan their morning
routines and travels dif-
ferently.  

Cambridge resident
and government and
economics teacher Mr.
Justin Hayes was af-
fected by the construc-
tion.  “There’s maybe
five minutes extra,” Mr.

Hayes said. “And I can’t
stop to get morning cof-
fee.”  He also noted the
increase in bridge neces-
sity during the school
year. “I’m frustrated that
it could not be done with
less traffic,” Mr. Hayes
said. 

Students are equally
frustrated. “It makes me
question the thought
process behind those
who made the bridge,”
said sophomore Jane
Hetrick. 

The situation has
proven  problematic for
many in Saegertown and
the surrounding areas.
“It’s not a big deal,” Mr.
Hayes said. “But after
school, with all the de-
lays, it can be annoy-
ing.” 

For now, students and
staff must continue to
travel back roads and al-
ternate routes. 

Panthers primed for Homecoming win tonight

contributed photo
Defensive guard Nathan Barner tackles an opposing player during the
game agaisnt Reynolds on Sept. 10.  

Charging problems plague new iPads
BY Bree Snyder
STAFF WRITER 

Students in grades 7,
11, and 12 at PEN-
NCREST received new,
full-sized iPads for the
2018-2019 school year.
However, the heavy duty
Otterbox cases appear to
be preventing many stu-
dents from charging
them.

The port is supposed
to transfer power
through the Otterbox to
the iPad, though this
doesn’t seem to be hap-
pening in some cases.
According to secretary
Mrs. Donna Kimmel, the
iPad charging issue “is a
pain.” 

These issues have
been affecting students
both inside and outside
the classroom. “I feel
bad for the kids because
they’re getting behind in
school work,” Mrs. Kim-
mel said. Many students

and teachers are frus-
trated with the issue and
are actively seeking a so-
lution. 

Network System Su-
pervisor Mr. Ted Little
noted that his office has
received only one tech
ticket (request) for the
problem, and Mr. Chris
Burkey, who will replace
former Supervisor of
Technology Jason
Williams, isn’t set to
start until the first of Oc-
tober. 

“If iPads cannot be
charged, students are not
prepared for class,” said
English teacher William
Hetrick. “Brand new
iPads not working is a
huge inconvenience to
instructional time.” 

For now, Mrs. Kimmel
is in charge of temporar-
ily fixing the issue. She
advises against students
attempting to take their
iPads out of their cases

due to liability issues. 
Mr. Hetrick believes

that teachers should be
shown how to properly
remove the iPad covers,
or they should be given
Apple chargers for stu-
dents to use during class.

Chargers purchased
from Amazon, which
were able to charge the
iPad minis in previous
years, have failed to do
the same with the full-
sized devices. 

Some students have
opted to purchase an
Apple charger from the
office for $36.00.

The Panther Press will
continue to provide up-
dates until the issue is
solved. 

If you have trouble
with a charging issue, see
Mrs. Kimmel in the of-
fice, or ask a teacher to
complete a tech ticket for
you so that the problem
can be addressed.

By Will Phelan and
Mason McClure
SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR
AND STAFF WRITER

The golf team has
teed-up on the competi-
tion this season with a 6-
0 region-winning
record.  

They have bested the
five other teams in Re-
gion 3, with the most re-
cent team event having
been at Scenic Heights.
In this final mega match,
the Panthers officially
wrapped up their sev-
enth straight region title,
and they will soon com-
pete in team districts in
early October.

Some team members
also played in a district
qualifier yesterday at
Riverside Golf Course
in Cambridge.  

Of the four golfers
who competed, two
(Dylan Flinchbaugh and
Brode Berger), qualified
for the individual district
tournament.  

Neither had shot
under 80 this year, but
Flinchbaugh turned in a
76 and Berger a 79. 

The team is golfing in
the Bill Mook Invita-
tional Tournament in
Franklin today, and their
next event will be a dual
match vs. CASH on Oc-
tober 3 at Oakland
Beach Golf Course in
Conneaut Lake.

Top performers Will
Phelan, Dylan Flinch-
baugh, and Brode
Berger have led the team
this season, with Phelan
earning POY (Player Of
the Year) by 37 strokes.  

Phelan has automati-

cally qualified for the in-
dividual district tourna-
ment with this honor

Returning seniors
Phelan and Berger
picked up where they
left off last year, meeting
Coach Brian Hanley’s
expectations to capture
the region title.  “I am
pleased with how we
competed this year in
the region,” Hanley said. 

In addition to the al-
ready-notable seniors,
freshman Dylan Flinch-
baugh has established
his ability on the team
and may raise some eye-
brows at the district
tournament. 

Coach Hanley said:
“He hadn’t played golf
in over two years, and as
a freshman, he has the
second best average on
the team.”   

Golf team clinches seventh 
straight Region 3 title

For complete coverage of all teams, visit thepantherpress.com and follow us on Twitter and Instagram.

By Braeden Kantz
MANAGING EDITOR

The Lady Panthers have
stunned Region 3 with a 6-
1 record, and have once
again established them-
selves as a powerhouse in
the region.

Recent successes can be
associated with this years’
experienced line-up that
includes senior Mikayla
Balog, the team’s star hit-
ter. 

“This year’s team is the
best we’ve had in a long
time. We communicate
and play well together,”
Balog said.

The Panthers have made
a name for themselves in
Region 3 with a 4-0 record
this year, improving on a
seemingly dismal 7-7 re-
gion performance during
the 2017-18 season. 

Senior Claudia Fetzner
said, “I attribute most of
our success this year to the
our team bond.” 

The ladies have un-
doubtedly elevated their
game, taking first place at
the 2018 Franklin Spike-
tacular Tournament, and
they are fielding an un-
precedented lineup, start-
ing four seniors, two
juniors, and two freshmen. 

“I’m really impressed
with Averie Braymer,
freshman, and Brittany
Houck, freshman, and how
they have stepped up to
compete at the varsity
level,” Balog said.  

The ladies will be in ac-
tion again in an away re-
gion matchup against the
Lady Blue Devils at Cam-
bridge Springs High
School on Tuesday, Oct. 2.

Lady Panthers protect 
flawless region record 
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