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Saegertown schools observe Veterans Day with community-wide ceremony
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Motorcade Sergeant Victor 
Mumford, who served in the Army 
from 1948-1951, was one of many 
veterans honored during an assem-
bly in the Saegertown High School 
gymnasium on Monday, Nov. 12 
that brought together the entire 
Saegertown community K-12. 

The assembly, which has been 
organized by elementary school 
music director Mr. Jason Ash-
baugh and held at the elementa-
ry school, moved up to the high 
school this year because it had out-
grown the available space. 

Sergeant Mumford, who at-
tended the ceremony with his 
great-grandchildren Reese and 
Jace Digiacomo, was a member of 
the United States Army who, be-
fore serving in Korea, was attached 
to an Air Force base on the island 
of Okinawa off the coast of Japan. 

Mumford remained on Okina-
wa until his return to the states in 
1950, where he was assigned to 
Fort Devens in Massachusetts. 
When the Korean War broke out, 
Mumford returned to service near 
the Danube River in North Korea.

Mumford was joined in the 
gymnasium by fellow veterans and 
their families. 

A combined 5-12 grade chorus 
sang “A Tribute to the Armed Ser-
vices” and “In Flanders Field” to 
commemorate veterans from all 
five branches of the military and 
the 100th anniversary of the end of 

WWI. 
In what has become a yearly tra-

dition, all veterans received part of 
a mosaic created by Saegertown 
Elementary teacher Rose Baker to 
recognize their service.

Purple Heart recipient and Sae-
gertown Principal Tom Baker 
served in the military from 1994-
2015. His sons Westin and Lin-
coln came up from the elementary 
school to honor their father’s ser-
vice.

“It was nice to have the whole 
attendance area in one spot to rec-
ognize the veterans,” Mr. Baker 
said. 

Saegertown students also creat-
ed cards to express their gratitude 
on a “Wall of Thanks” hanging at 
the back of the gym. 

The Saegertown Key Club 
raised $457.15 for the Vietnam 
Veterans Post 52 “Project Support 
Our Troops” through their Penny 
War competition. 

Key Club President Stephanie 
Polach presented Post Command-
er Phil Davis with the money 
during the assembly. “We wanted 
to show our appreciation and give 
back to our veterans,” Polach said. 
“They’ve done so much for us.”

Mr. Baker deemed the assembly 
a success, as did many students, 
staff, and veterans, including Vic-
tor Mumford. 

“The assembly was great,” 
Mumford said. “I loved it. Every 
time there is something to do with 
veterans, I go.” 

Kassie Boyd/SHS
SES teacher Rose Baker created the poppy mosaic that was 
shared with the veterans. 

Will Phelan/SHS
K-12 students, veterans and their families gathered on Nov. 12 to honor veterans from the community. 

Contributed photo
(Left) Veteran Victor Mumford attended the assembly with his great-grandchildren Reese and Jace Digiacomo. 
(Right) Principal Tom Baker was joined by his sons Westin and Lincoln at the ceremony to honor his service.    
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By Kaitlyn Kozalla
FEATURES EDITOR

It’s that time of year again! 
With the holidays looming clos-
er. shoppers looking for a bargain 
will raid local malls and stores by 
the thousands. 

With enticing internet ads pop-
ping up on social media and stores 
advertising huge sales “coming to 
you soon,” it’s the holiday season. 

These huge retail markdowns 
signal Black Friday and Cyber 
Monday are on the horizon, which 
will occur on Nov. 23 and Nov. 27 
respectively. 

With Black Friday rapidly ap-
proaching, shoppers are preparing 
to line the sidewalks at the crack 
of dawn to snatch up deals. 

Previews of sales in stores are 
highly visible, having eager shop-
pers ready to find the best dis-
counts. Shoppers may even score 
Black Friday deals the whole 
week of Thanksgiving from cer-
tain retailers. 

To stay or go is the real ques-
tion. Is facing the huge crowds and 
long lines really necessary to get 
the best deals? 

Many prefer to shop from the 
comfort of their own home and 
computers. Some are calling Cy-
ber Monday the new Black Friday. 

So which holiday is better suited 
for you? Honestly, it depends on 
what you’re shopping for. 

Doorbusters will usually exceed 

online deals because retailers are 
willing to break even or even lose 
money to get shoppers through the 
doors. 

Today, many people prefer 
shopping online, no matter if they 
get the absolute best deals or not.

“Cyber Monday is better in my 
opinion,” junior Zane Schlosser 
said. “You have the convenience 
of staying home and getting the 
items shipped right to your door.” 

Shopping online offers comfort 
without the hassle of long lines 
and huge crowds.

Personally, I feel Cyber Mon-
day is a more efficient way to shop 
the upcoming deals. 

While some people can take a 
day off to venture out to different 
stores in Erie or Meadville, having 
these items already in your online 
cart could be as easy as one tap 
when it comes to Cyber Monday. 

In addition,  violent outbursts 
sometimes occur during Black 
Friday shopping, something that 
can be totally avoided during Cy-
ber Monday. 

The all-day sales of Cyber Mon-
day offer an opportunity to shop at 
leisure while Black Friday offers a 
crowded and competitive environ-
ment with unknown ramifications. 

This week, it’s your turn to 
choose, Black Friday or Cyber 
Monday. Either way, the holidays 
are here. 

Black Friday or Cyber Monday?

‘New Voices’ Legislation will protect student journalists
By Kassie Boyd
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Many student journalists devote 
their high school careers to telling 
the stories that would otherwise 
remain untold. 

With a mission to inform, ed-
ucate, and entertain, high school 
publications offer interesting, rel-
evant content for community con-
sumption. 

A hurdle many student publi-
cations are forced to face is the 
struggle to be recognized and 
treated as legitimate news sources 
with all the rights afforded by the 
First Amendment. 

At Saegertown, The Panther 
Press is fortunate to have a sup-
portive administration that val-
ues our content. However, many 

school pub-
lications are 
not nearly as 
lucky.

The New 
Voices USA 
Legis la t ion 
aims to en-
able student 
j o u r n a l i s t s 
to “gather information and share 
ideas about issues of public con-
cern.” 

Inspired by the New Voices 
act passed in North Dakota in 
2015, the legislation aims to  re-
store standards established by the 
1967 case Tinker v. Des Moines 
in which the Supreme Court ruled 
that “students or teachers (do not) 
shed their constitutional rights to 

freedom of speech or expression 
at the schoolhouse gate.”

Thirteen states currently afford 
their students (both public, private 
and post-secondary education) 
New Voices protections. Pennsyl-
vania is not one of them. 

As student journalists in Penn-
sylvania, we are proud to join the 
push to introduce and pass this 
new legislation. Censorship in 
schools stifles the voices of stu-
dents, and those who insist the 
press is the “enemy of the people” 
fail to understand the importance 
of the First Amendment. 

For more information about 
Pennsylvania’s New Voices 
initiative, visit New Voices of 
Pennsylvania on Facebook and 
newvoicesus.com. 

Kassie Boyd

Write Us
Letters must be typed and 300 words 

or less. Sign your letter and drop it off in 
room 215. 

Morgan Radwick/SHS

“Congress shall make no law... abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press.” - From the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution
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Variety Show ‘take two’ coming December 5
By Jake Reisinger
WEBSITE EDITOR 

In recent years, Saegertown 
High School has faced criticism 
from students and staff for  not 
offering enough classes for high 
achieving students. In response, 
five Advanced Placement (AP) 
classes were added to the curricu-
lum for the 2017-2018 school year. 
Many students seized upon this 
opportunity to fill their schedules 
with academically rigorous class-
es, and two seniors were recently 
recognized by the College Board 
for their performance. 

Gabe DeYoung has been named 
AP Scholar with Honor, a designa-
tion given to students who receive 
an average score of at least 3.25 on 
all AP Exams taken, and scores of 
3 or higher on four or more of these 
exams. Dustin Steiger has received 
AP Scholar recognition, meaning 
he received scores of 3 or higher 
on three or more AP exams. 

Last year, DeYoung took and 
passed the AP Biology, Calculus 
AB, Language and Composition 
and World History tests. He plans 
to repeat last year’s success and is 
taking an additional four AP class-
es this year. “It’s easier this year 
because of my experience from 
last year,” DeYoung said.

Steiger passed AP Biology, 
World History, and AP Language 
and Composition last year. 

“It was a lot of hard work, but 
it was 100 percent worth it in the 
end,” Steiger said. “These cours-
es give me the opportunity to get 
a head start on my future.” Like 

DeYoung, Steiger has a packed 
schedule this year, including Lit-
erature, Calculus AB, and Physics. 

All AP exams are adminis-
tered in May. For students like 
DeYoung, who takes advantage of 
every available exam, testing week 
can be a stressful time of the year. 
“It was four straight days of test-
ing,” DeYoung said. “By the end, I 
was very ready for a break.”

Receiving the AP scholar award 
not only is a great accomplish-
ment, but it can also be beneficial 
in the college application process. 
AP courses stand out on transcripts 
and make a positive impression on 
admissions committee members. 
According to the College Board, 
taking AP courses give students 
the opportunity to challenge them-
selves, broaden their knowledge, 
and prepare themselves for col-
lege. 

To students who plan to enroll 
in an AP course in the future, a 
word of advice from DeYoung: 
“Start preparing for the tests early. 
There is a lot of content you need 
to know.”

For more information on the AP 
Scholar designation, visit the col-
lege board. 

Gabe DeYoung Dustin Steiger

Saegertown sees first AP Scholars

Kassie Boyd
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Talented performers from Sae-
gertown and Cambridge Springs came 
together once again Friday, Nov. 16 
for the second annual Variety Show 
sponsored by the Panther Press and the 
Cambridge Springs History Day Club. 

Saegertown contributed six of the 
eleven acts that filled the evening with 
amazing sights and sounds. 

Sophomore Jane Hetrick kicked off 
the show with her rendition of “Love 
on the Brain” by Rihanna, accompa-
nied by Blake Hamilton on the piano. 

She was followed by seventh grad-
er LaWrynn Edwards who sang and 
played an original song “I Can’t See.” 

In a first for variety show, seventh 
grade Elora Dillinger shared her con-
tortionist skills, accompanied by her 
assistant Nick Opsanic. 

The next Saegertown act featured 
sophomores Autumn Atkins Haiku 
Peters singing and performing “Game 
Over” by Falling in Reverse. 

Then Nick Opsanic took to the stage 
for a stand up comedy routine. 

The final Saegertown act of the 
night was a stunning performance of 
the Pentatonix tune “Run to You” by 
Madison Morgan, Oliver Smith, Aaron 
Brown, Carson Jones, and Matt Nale. 

The show wrapped up with the an-
nouncement of the winners. Elora Dil-
linger won the People’s Choice award 

and the Cambridge Springs band Ros-
ie and the Riveters won the Pack the 
House award. The Pentatonix group 
placed second, and first place was Lu-
pita and Olivia Martinez, who sang 
“Million Reasons” by Lady Gaga.

 If you missed the show, you can 
catch it on Dec. 5 in the SHS audito-
rium at 7 p.m. You can see any of the 
performers listed above for a Pack the 
House coupon that will get you $1 off 
admission. 

There will also be a bake sale and 
opportunity to purchase a people’s 
choice vote. 

Proceeds will benefit the Panther 
Press and YSU English Festival. 

Saegertown performers
 include:

Jane Hetrick & Blake 
Hamilton

Aaron Brown, Carson Jones, Matt 
Nale, Oliver Smith & Madison 

Morgan
Autumn Atkins & Haiku Peters

Nick Ospanic 
Elora Dillinger 

LaWrynn Edwards
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Incentives implemented to reduce chronic absenteeism
By Samantha Thomas
STAFF WRITER

Absenteeism has become in-
creasingly problematic at Sae-
gertown High School.  Last year, 
the Panther Press reported that nine 
percent of the student body was 
chronically absent (missing 17 or 
more days of school). 

A recent report from the U.S. 
Department of Education revealed 
that chronically absent students are 
at a greater risk of missing learning 
milestones. 

To bring attention to this issue,  
a bulletin board indicating the 
percentage of each grade level at 
school on the given day has been 
installed in the cafeteria. 

The statistics for the month of 
September are as follows: five per-
cent of seventh graders, nine per-
cent of eighth grade, two percent 
of freshmen, six percent of soph-
omores, thirteen percent of juniors, 
and five percent of seniors were 
absent throughout the month. 

Principal Tom Baker believes 
that by displaying the percentages 
in a heavily trafficked area, stu-
dents will become more aware of 
the statistics surrounding chronic 
absenteeism. “Students get to see 
the percentages,” Mr. Baker said.

Being absent can have a snow-
ball effect that sets students up 

to fall behind in the foundational 
skills they need to be successful in 
school and life.  

For some kids, frequent absenc-
es can reflect upon high school 
graduation rates and success in 
post-secondary education. 

Starting this school year, schools 
will be held accountable for chron-
ic absenteeism under the Future 
Ready PA Index, a new account-
ability measure intended to replace 
the Pennsylvania School Perfor-
mance Profile. 

The Department of Education 
defines an absence when as “[a stu-
dent] not physically participating 
in instruction or instruction related 
activities on school grounds or at 
an approved off-grounds location 
for at least half the school day.” 

Mr. Baker and Assistant Principal 
Kylene Koper have been working 
to combat absenteeism within the 
school. “We’ve been able to show 
a direct correlation with attendance 
and grades,” Mr. Baker said. 

Each month, the grade level with 
the lowest percentage of absenc-
es will be rewarded accordingly. 
Members of the freshmen class re-
ceived a homework pass and early 
access to the lunch line. 

One of the first steps to tack-
ling chronic absenteeism is under-
standing why students are missing 

school. Familial issues, mental 
health problems and bullying can 
affect student attendance. 

Students who are struggling in 
class or with their teachers may 
look for ways to avoid school, 
which often ends up putting them 
further behind. 

School may not be easy, but reg-
ular attendance is critical for suc-
cess. 

Mr. Baker and Mrs. Koper hope 
that rewarding students for regu-
lar attendance and finding ways to 
remove barriers to attendance for 
those who struggle will have pos-
itive effects on attendance at SHS.

By Amanda Crowl
STAFF WRITER

As the Christmas season ap-
proaches, the charitable spirit is 
rife amongst members of the Sae-
gertown community. 

Biology teacher Mrs. Nicole 
Keller and the 2018-19 Student 
Council are hosting a food drive at 
the Saegertown High School from 
Dec. 3 to the 14. 

The food drive will both involve 
and benefit the community, with 
all the collected food will go to 
the Saegertown United Methodist 
Church for distribution.

Appropriately named “Bag-A-
Ton,” the goal is to raise 2,000 
pounds of foods to donate to fami-
lies in need. 

Students can drop off their 
donations in the hallway by the 
wrestling room in their designat-

ed grade spot. The grade with the 
most donations will receive a prize 
that has yet to be determined. 

“This food drive will invoke 
friendly competition between grade 
levels for a good cause to help 
those less fortunate this Christmas 
season,” said Braeden Kantz, Stu-
dent Council Vice President. 

Student Council will be col-
lecting everything from bags of 
potatoes to non-perishable goods. 
“We want to help people who may 
not have what many of us take for 
granted.  Student Council is all 
about serving students and their 
community and the food drive is a 
big part of that,” Mrs. Keller said.

Business and churches in the 
Saegertown community are wel-
come to participate.  Email Mrs. 
Keller at nkeller@penncrest.org or 
call 763-2615 and leave a message 
for donation pickup. 

Student Council sponsors Bag-a-Ton
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By Jake Reisinger
WEBSITE EDITOR 

On Nov. 8, the robotics class and 
instructor Mr. George Nahay received 
a drone fitted with complex electrical 
components and a GPS coordinating 
system from Gannon University.

Students will use the information 
gained from studying the drone and 
its construction to aid them in build-
ing their own drones. 

The drone is fitted with a GPS co-
ordinating system, which means it 
can be programmed so that its flight 
is automated. 

Using the information from this 
drone, students will study the tech-
nology and the science behind it. The 
drone will also help students under-
stand electricity and how to create 
their own bots. 

Mr. Nahay has plans for his ro-
botics class to create two smaller 
versions of the drone using informa-
tion they have learned, using the 3D 
printer, along with the materials Mr. 
Nahay has provided.

“The drone will be a good way for 
the robotics students to learn more 
about electrical components,” Mr. 
Nahay said. 

Gannon University gives drone to SHS

Jake Reisinger/SHS
The Robotics class received a bot from Gannon University on November 8.
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By Amanda Crowl
STAFF WRITER

The Virtual Learning Network 
(VLN) has arrived at Saegertown. 
This year marks the beginning of the 
partnership that has enabled PENN-
CREST students to enroll in the dis-
trict’s own version of a cyber school. 

VLN Partners provides options 
including “Cyber in a Box,” where 
the district provides everything 
students need in a box which in-
cludes a computer, scanner, print-
er, and headphones. 

Students can also complete VLN 
courses during the school day at 
Saegertown for PENNCREST 
credits. Five students are current-
ly enrolled in the full cyber option 
while eight are taking VLN classes 
through the blended learning op-
tion here at school.

The network offers a variety of 
different subjects for all types of 
learning levels for K-12 students,” 
Principal Tom Baker said. 

VLN offers core classes for K-5 
and language arts, math, science, 
and social studies courses for stu-
dents in grades 6-12, as well as Ad-
vanced Placement (AP) classes for 
juniors and seniors. Students can 
select from a full catalog of possi-
ble subjects. 

Senior Glenn Ferry is taking 
Japanese 1, and AP Statistics 
through VLN and enjoys his class-
es, although he does prefer to have 
a teacher physically present. 

In the program, there are quiz-
zes, tests, practice problems, and 
as well as book work. 

Students who are enrolled in 
VLN classes are assigned one peri-
od a day to work on the classwork 
required for their subject. 

All the quizzes and tests are 
graded by VLN teachers, but 
worksheets and other activities are 
graded by Saegertown teachers 
who are assigned as monitors. 

Students are still required to 

meet the 28.5 credits necessary for 
graduation through PENNCREST, 
and they are able to graduate and 
receive their diploma through the 
school district. 

“I support the concept because 
instead students going to PA Cy-
ber, they are still part of PEN-
NCREST in the PENNCREST 
Learning Academy,” Mr. Baker 
said.  

The students’ school day is flex-
ible if they are involved with VLN, 
but they are expected to complete 
an assigned module in the Virtual 
Learning Network every week. 

The VLN also allows students 
to attend local technical centers 
and participate in NCAA approved 
athletics. 

Another benefit to the program 
is that it can be used in some cas-
es for credit recovery for students 
who failed a class required for 
graduation. 

According to Mr. Baker, VLN 
is expected to save PENNCREST 
money in the long run and the 
PENNCREST district adminis-
tration has high hopes for its part-
nership with the Virtual Learning 
Network. 

If you would like more informa-
tion about enrolling in a class, see 
Mrs. Baker or Mrs. Watt. 

PENNCREST offers online classes 
through Virtual Learning Network

PENNCREST has partnered with the 
Virtual Learning Network to provide cyber 
options for students. . 

Prom moves to Erie location for ‘Enchanted Garden’
By Chloe Luchansky
STAFF WRITER

No one at Saegertown can re-
member a time when prom was 
held in Erie. 

All of that is about to change. 
Last month, the junior class met 
with junior class adviser Ms. Nova 
Dinsmore to select the 2019 prom 
venue, and it was decided that 
prom will be held at the Courtyard 
by Marriott Erie Ambassador Cen-
ter on May 17, 2019.

On Oct. 24, members from the 
prom committee traveled to the 
venue to consider decorations. 

The theme is “Enchanted Gar-
den” and the colors are blue and 
white. 

“We lucked out on the location 
because it’s a beautiful space, and 
it was the only place available on 
May 17,” said junior class presi-
dent Lauren Haylett.

The junior class is currently do-
ing a Yankee Candle Fundraiser. If 
students sell at least 25 items, the 
cost of their ticket will be covered.  

Some students have expressed 
their concerns about the added 
distance, but the prom committee 
hopes the Erie location will give 
students more options for a mem-
orable evening. 

“Having prom in Erie gives more 
options for dinner and places to get 
photos,” Haylett said. “The drive 
is no farther than the one to Hotel 
Conneaut, so it all works out.”

“A new location brings endless 

possibilities,” said junior class ad-
visor Ms. Nova Dinsmore. “The 
2019 prom committee is very ex-
cited to present the most Enchant-
ed Prom.”

To support the junior class fund-
raising effort, visit yankeecandle-
fundraising.com and click “start 
shopping” on the bottom right. 

The group number is 999982223. 
All items purchased before Janu-
ary 6 will contribute to Prom 2019.

Contributed Photo
The “Enchanted Garden” prom will be held at the Courtyard by Marriott Erie 
Ambassador Center on May 17, 2019. 

Kassie Boyd
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

At the November 8 school board 
meeting at Cambridge Springs Ju-
nior-Senior High School, members 
of the PENNCREST school board 
unanimously approved the purchase 
of equipment and services with school 
safety software provider ‘Raptor 
Technologies.’

According to Assistant Prin-
cipal Mrs. Kylene Koper, the new 
Raptor System include instant visitor 
screening and a time stamped identifi-
cation badge. 

The Raptor Technologies website 
cites their register as “the most reliable 
and up-to-date U.S. sex offender data-
base check available.” 

“Schools are supposed to be 
safe places,” said Superintendent Dr. 
Timothy Glasspool, who emphasizes 
the importance of school safety in his 
PENNCREST agenda. 

In September, Dr. Glasspool and 
Principal Tom Baker attended an AL-
ICE (Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Count-
er, Evacuate) seminar in Pittsburgh. 
Staff members are set to be trained in 
February of 2019. 

“Raptor Technologies will improve 
safety and help deter people who may 
want to cause harm,” Mrs. Koper said. 
“It will create a sense of safety.” 

Check us out on Twitter @PantherPressSHS 
and on Instagram @pantherpressshs

PENNCREST partners with safety provider Raptor Technologies

PENNCREST has partnered with school 
safety software provider Raptor 

Technolgies .
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I'm Thankful For...

"I’m thankful for books 
because it's another world I 

can go to."

Noel Williams 

"I am thankful that I attend 
Saegertown high school with 
great students and teachers 

#MamaBridger."

Travis Peters

"I’m thankful for good health." "I’m thankful for Jesus."

"I’m thankful for my family and 
wonderful job I have at 

Saegertown."

"I’m grateful for having an 
education."

"I’m thankful for my 
beautiful family."

"I'm thankful to live in best 
best country in the world with 

my fellow patriots."

"I’m thankful that I have a job, 
to pay for my truck and 

necessities. It’s pushing me 
towards independence."

Logan Gage

Mrs. Woods Kyarra Reist Mr. Costa Aaron Brown

Mrs. Keller Mrs. Papinchak

Saegertown Speaks

"I’m thankful for the 
humans I like around me."

Karleigh Steiner 



Lady Panthers basketball team gears up for season
By Mason McClure
STAFF WRITER

As the season is quickly approach-
ing, the varsity girls basketball team 
is preparing to be competitive in the 
region. 

Last year, the Lady Panthers tallied 
a 12-6 overall record in Region 3, and 
they said farewell to seniors Haley 
Hess and Marissa Henry. 

This year’s team includes seniors 
Courtney Hess and Carlie Schloss-
er, juniors Kaylee Mulligan, Kate-
lyn Young, and Sarah Walters and a 
pack of talented freshmen and soph-
omores. 

According to Schlosser, the pros-
pects for this year’s team are good: 
“I think we are going to do fairly well 
because we have a  lot of depth on the 

bench, so we can have fresh players 
to sub in.” 

Although official practices only 
started on Nov. 16, Schlosser has no-
ticed a difference. “We are running a  
fast-paced game this year. It’s already 

clear in practices. Instead of jogging 
to the other side of the court, we are 
running,” Schlosser said. “People are 
motivated and scrappy.”

The Lady Panthers’ first game will 
be Tuesday, Dec. 11 at Eisenhower. 

By Will Phelan 
SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR

The Panther wrestling squad will be 
looking to improve upon last year’s 
results as they now boast a talent-
ed group of underclassmen with a 
hard-working attitude.

Junior Kenny Kiser, a standout 
wrestler for the Panthers, noted that 
last season was not quite what they 
had hoped it would be. 

 “We wanted to make it to district 
duals and hopefully to states,” he said.  
They didn’t make the district duals, 
though.

This season, they will look to their 
young wrestlers to elevate their game.  
Coach Jim Mulligan said of the first-
year athletes, “I’m really excited.  We 
have some great young freshmen.”

 These underclassmen will look to 
fill the shoes of Mulligan’s son and 
saegertown alumnus Cody Mulligan.  
“Anytime losing leadership is a loss 

but a lot of the kids have wrestled with 
the seniors, but I feel like I might be 
a better coach without my son being 
in the room,” Coach Mulligan said of 
Cody’s absence.  

The Panthers set the bar right where 
it was last year, with hopes to start by 
making the district duals.  

Senior Dawson Bartholomew 
strives for even greater achievements.  
He said, “The team goals I have are 
to step up in big moments and get the 
state title.”  

With this mindset he hopes, as one 
of only two seniors on the team, to fin-
ish his career on a high note.  

 The young Panthers are a deter-
mined group of wrestlers, and want to 
make a name for themselves.  

They begin their season on Decem-
ber 12 in a match against Corry, with 
the King of the Mountain tournament 
at Central Mountain soon after.       

Saegertown grapplers ready to rumble

Hunters take aim at rifle season
By Braeden Kantz and Will Phelan
MANAGING EDITOR AND SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR 

Last year, the Pennsylvania Game 
Commission estimated that 350,000 
whitetail deer were harvested during 
the 2017 seasons and approximately 
200,000 of those harvested were taken 
during the Pennsylvania rifle season. 
These numbers represent about a ten 
percent increase from previous years.

Each year, hundreds of thousands 
of hunters take to the field on first day 
of the Pennsylvania rifle season. The 
first day traditionally occupies the first 

Monday after Thanksgiving, which 
will fall on Nov. 26. Region 1A, which 
combines Erie County and northern 
Crawford County, including Mead-
ville and Saegertown, had one of the 
highest harvests in the state last year 
claiming 21,300 whitetails.  

Many hunters will look to fill their 
tags that were left empty after archery 
season.  Those who have yet to harvest 
either a doe or a buck will take to the 
woods fast, but will be hunting only 
antlered deer for the first week.  

After this, all deer are fair game.

By Chloe Luchansky
STAFF WRITER

This years boys basketball season is 
nearly upon us. The team is made up of 
a talented group of players, including 
seniors Ryan Sherry, Raef Rhoades 
and Eli Draa, who are eager to show-
case their skills on the court. 

Sherry and Draa are looking for-
ward to the tip off tournament against 
Allegheny-Clarion Valley on Nov. 24. 

“We have a lot of heart and hustle,” 
senior Ryan Sherry said. “I have high 
confidence that we can go to the play-
off with 10 wins.” 

Last season the team ended with a 
record of 3-19. However, they are de-
termined to make playoffs this year.

“We have a lot of young players 
with little experience, but the team is 
looking better as a whole,” Draa said. 
“My main goal for the team is to have 

a winning record and improve.” 
Sophomore Max Fuller and fresh-

man Isaac Johnson will play major 
roles in the team’s seasonal success.

The first practice of the season was 
held on Friday, Nov. 16. The first 
home game is scheduled for Dec. 17. 

The team is counting on support 
from their dedicated student section to 
cheer them to victory. 

Bree Snyder/SHS
Senior Carlie Schlosser squares off against freshman Mollie Pryzbrowski during the 
first practice on Nov. 16

Trio of seniors set to lead varsity boys team

Saegertown bowlers combine with Cambridge
By Nick Archacki
NEWS EDITOR 

At the end of last season, many 
coaches and team members of the 
Saegertown bowling team knew that 
it would most likely be the end of an 
era for bowling at SHS. 

Sadly, that possibility became real-
ity as the Saegertown team called it 
quits after seven years due to lack of 
participation from students interested 
in the sport and scheduling conflicts 
for coaches. 

Therefore, the remaining Sae-
gertown bowlers from last season that 
are bowling this season, senior Scott 
Proper and junior Nick Archacki, have 
combined with the Cambridge Springs 

bowling team to make an all PENN-
CREST bowling squad. 

Maplewood High School students 
joined the Cambridge Springs team 
four years ago due to lack of students 
bowling competitively in their school, 
as well.

“I am excited that more kids were 
able to join our team,” Cambridge 
Springs coach and accomplished 
bowler herself, Natalie Hanks said. 

The Cambridge Springs bowling 
team, who has been in the hunt for the 
Ven-Craw title for three straight years, 
is one of the favorites to win the title 
this year with the addition of a 2-time 
Ven-Craw champion, Nick Archacki, 

who led the Saegertown team to two 
consecutive Ven-Craw titles in 2016 
and 2017. 

Hanks also mentioned, “I don’t un-
derstand why they (the students and 
the PENNCREST School District) 
don’t classify bowling as a sport, be-
cause half of the time, bowling is as 
hard as golf, considering bowlers have 
a few inches to work with on the lanes, 
not yards.”

 Even though the future of a Sae-
gertown bowling team is uncertain at 
the moment, the Panthers have two 
Ven-Craw titles to their credit, and 
they will definitely contribute to the 
all-PENNCREST team.  

Pampered Chef Consultant
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Junior Katelyn Young verbally commits to Lehigh University softball program
By Will Phelan
SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR

Junior softball star Katelyn Young 
has caught the eyes of high-level col-
lege coaches since her freshman year, 
and on October 27,  she verbally com-
mitted to play at Lehigh University.

 “I was planning on attending Buf-
falo until late this summer, when the 
coach I committed to left,” she said.  
When UB’s coach moved to another 
school, other schools reached out to 
Young. Lehigh was one of them.

 “I identified Lehigh as a school I 
would be interested in because of their 
great mix of high-level softball and 
stellar academics,” Young said.  

After visiting, Young was drawn to 
the campus:  “I love the entire campus 
because it is so beautiful,” she said. 
“I also like that the school is on the 
smaller scale, so it will be like home.”  
Located in Bethlehem, Pa., Lehigh’s 
student total is on the low end of most 

universities with about 5,000. Con-
trarily, she noted its distance from 
home.  “I don’t like that it is 5 ½ hours 
away,’’ Young said. “But it is actually 
not that bad of a drive.”

While she isn’t sure of her educa-
tional plans, Young says Lehigh has 
plenty of options.  

In terms of the softball team: “With 
everything being positive and the 
likeliness of being able to play in the 
NCAA tournament, I decided Lehigh 
was the place for me,” she said.

 She also noted that her future coach 
is personable and friendly.  

“Coach Troyan actually drove to my 
house and enjoyed taco Tuesday din-
ner,” Young said. 

 The two have a solid relationship 
already and look forward to her future 
at Lehigh. Of her decision Young ulti-
mately said, “I have to say we are both 
very excited.” Contributed photo

Junior Katelyn Young verbally committed to Lehigh University for softball. 

Le’Veon Bell’s story sparks discussion
By Mason McClure
STAFF WRITER

Every game Le’Veon Bell missed, 
he lost $855,529 according to sport-
ingnews.com. Le’veon Bell decided 
not to play football because he did not 
think his salary was fair. Bell did not 
show up for summer practices or any 
games. He missed nine regular season 
games, and the Steelers are currently 
7-2-1 without him. 

McDowell graduate James Conner 
has taken Bell’s place. He has shown 
up and is a great addition to the Steel-
ers Offense, averaging 4.7 yards per 
carry. He has scored 10 touchdowns 
and has 771 yards rushing. 

Bell’s decision to sit out has been a 
much-discussed topic. ”I believe some 
things are not negotiable, that’s his job. 
If that’s what he wants [to play] then 
he can fight for it,” Spanish teacher 
Ms.Nova Dinsmore said. “Mr. Bell 
has the opportunity to choose what he 

wants.” 
Junior Josh Weaver does not support 

Bell’s decision. “Doesn’t seem like a 
smart decision to walk away from $14 
million,” Weaver said. He noted that 
Bell was quoted saying that he was 
ready to play this year and going back 
on that promise disappointed the fans. 

On Nov. 13, Bell was cut from the 
Steelers and is not allowed to play 
during the 2018 football season. In 
2019, Bell will be a free agent. 

Lady Panthers fall short in playoffs
By Taylor Munce
SPORTS EDITOR

The Lady Panthers hit their way to 
a positive record, finishing the season 
8-6, slightly improving on last year’s 
7-7 record.

The ladies had their final loss against 
Cochranton on Oct. 30 in the semi-fi-
nals of the D10 playoffs.

Despite their losses, the ladies had 
positive feelings about the season. 
Claudia Fetzer, senior libero, believes 
that teamwork and hard work carried 
the team to semi-finals.

 “It’s been my best volleyball sea-
son yet due to our teamwork,” Fetzner 
said.

Senior outside hitter Mikayla Balog 
agrees that this season has been the 
best of her high school volleyball ca-
reer. Balog accomplished her personal 
goal of sixty 60 kills in an entire sea-
son.

Cami Reynolds, senior outside hit-
ter, said: “During the season I think we 

had the skill, but there were times when 
it was a hit or miss.” She believes that 
the team had the “push” they needed 
from Coach Johnson.

The Panthers’ seniors: Mikayla Ba-
log, Carlie Schlosser, Claudia Fetzner, 

and Cami Reynolds have become inte-
gral parts of the team and their losses 
will be felt by next years’ team.

 Junior Carmen Kantz and junior 
Kaylee Mulligan will lead the 2019 
team as experienced players.

Contributed photo
The Lady Panthers finished their season 8-6.

Congratulations to senior Carlie Schlosser who will sign her letter of intent today to play softball for Fairmont State University in West Virginia.
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By Claudia Fetzner
PHOTO EDITOR

Thanksgiving dinner has always 
been a time for friends and family to 
come together, give thanks, and over-
indulge in delicious food. 

With that being said, loose pants 
are a necessity after you have cleared 
your Thanksgiving plate this year, and 
every year.

The average person knows that the 
Thanksgiving turkey is the most es-
sential part of the meal, but why?

 With its variety of meats and fla-
vors it can provide it often steals the 
show, but time is precious as the tur-
key takes hours upon hours to prep, 
cook and season. 

Meanwhile, the wait is worthwhile 
once it emerges as a delicious center-
piece that delivers savory flavor for 
your tastebuds. 

However, there is more to a Thanks-
giving meal than just the turkey. The 
sides are just as beloved and import-
ant. Mashed potatoes, stuffing, vege-

tables, green bean casserole and gravy 
are some of the turkey’s most notable 
sidekicks. 

Wait, don’t fill up on the main 
course meals, make sure you save 
room for dessert. 

The Thanksgiving meals are equal-
ly known for their staple dessert, pies. 
These famous treats fill up a dessert 
table quickly with pumpkin, apple, 
cranberry, chocolate and many other 
fantastic flavors of pies.

 If that doesn’t suit your needs, 
dinner guests often come armed with 
a variety of sugary treats and extra 
sweets. 

Although Thanksgiving is centered 
around the meal, it is truly the people 
who prepare it that make it special. 

Thanksgiving Day falls on No-
vember 22 this year, so remember to 
be thankful for the wonderful people 
and blessings that have entered your 
life this holiday season. Cherish these 
memories, and remember to not only 
be thankful that day, but everyday. 

Time to get stuffed!

Making conversation at Thanksgiving doesn’t have to be painful
By Morgan Radwick
DESIGN EDITOR

Do you dread the awkward silence 
at the Thanksgiving table when you’re 
seated uncomfortably between your 
twice-removed cousin and your great 
aunt whose name you can’t remember? 

Do you fear the moment your mom 
tells you to put down your phone, or 
your relatives ask if you have a boy-
friend or girlfriend? 

Fear no more. The Panther Press 
is here to provide you with some ice-
breakers and conversation starters to 
ease the tension so that you can enjoy 
your favorite meal of the year.

Icebreaker questions from real-
simple.com

Who is the funniest person at the ta-
ble and why?

Pretend you just won $5 million. 
What’s the first thing you would buy?

What do you think is the hardest 

thing about being a parent?
What are you most thankful for this 

year? (You knew it was coming.)
If you could have named yourself, 

what name would you have picked?
What do you think is the hardest 

thing about being a kid?
What about me is the most (and 

least) like you?
If you could eat only one food on 

this table for an entire year, which one 
would it be?

Which person here do you wish you 
knew better?

Which person at this table would 
make the best news anchor?

If you had a uniform that you had to 
wear every day, what would it be?

You can also learn about each other 
with these story starters from the game 
Reminisce (which was popular in the 
1970s apparently). The directions read: 
“Tell a story from your past that has 
something to do with…”

A snowstorm
A nightmare
A bathroom
Shopping
Punishment
A report card
A phone call
Waiting in line
A success
The movies
Flirting
Having gas

Thanksgiving Crossword

Panther Press Edition

ACROSS

1 a mixture used to fill poultry before
preparation

3 organs of the turkey usually
removed before preparation

6 NFL team that plays Detroit every
Thanksgiving

7 a gathering in which separate
people provide different dishes

9 to remove a specific piece of meat
from a turkey

11 everyone takes these then throw
them away

13 religion of the first settlers of
Plymouth

14 FIRST ship that carried puritans to
Plymouth

16 meleagris gallopavo
17 fruit based dessert with a thick crust
18 a dessert mainly consisting of slices

of bread, fruit, and sugar
19 famed Native American

DOWN

2 aromatic spice made seeds
4 to pour gravy over meat while

cooking
5 another word for corn
8 deep dish meal with many variations
9 symbol of a good harvest
10 plate used to display a variety of

foods
12 fork-shaped bone in a turkey's breast
15 most dangerous way to cook a turkey

1 2

3 4

5

6

7 8

9 10

11 12

13

14 15

16 17

18

19
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‘Over the Garden Wall’ a Grimm Fairytale

By Dustin Steiger
ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

About a year ago, a friend told 
me to watch a show called “Over 
the Garden Wall,” a short animat-
ed series about two brothers lost 
in the woods. It looked interest-
ing enough on the surface, though 
nothing truly astonishing seemed 
to stick out from the bits and pieces 
I had seen before. 

To me, it seemed like nothing 
more than a quaint but ultimately 
forgetful television show. Despite 
my doubts, I reluctantly decided 
to watch it, though I didn’t expect 
much. But wow. It didn’t disap-
point. 

“Over the Garden Wall” is a short 
ten-episode animated mini-series 
(lasting only about two hours in 
full) that was released in Novem-
ber of 2014 on Cartoon Network. It 
followed the adventures of broth-
ers Wirt and Greg as they attempt 
to escape the clutches of a dark and 
mysterious forest known simply as 
“The Unknown.” 

The treacherous woods echo the 
cries of strange creatures, unstable 
human wanderers, and a mysteri-
ous supposed “Beast” that hunts 
for lost souls in the cover of the 
night, with each threat acting as 
another obstacle for the brothers to 
try and overcome. 

Each episode lasts around ten 

to fifteen minutes, providing the 
audience with short but tasteful 
humor and charm. Though each 
episode has its own individual 
plotline, there’s a dark underlying 
story woven into each episode that 
captures the audience with a tone 
that mimics that of old Brother 
Grimm fairy tales. 

The animation is reminiscent of 
older, hand-drawn cartoons, bringing 
a beautifully polished nostalgia to the 
show, and the music is dark and som-
ber, sung by powerfully driven voic-
es that know better than most how to 
evoke musical magic (such as Jack 
Jones and Samuel Ramey). 

Not only that, but the show also 
boasts a gifted cast, featuring the 
vocal talents of Elijah Wood, Col-
lin Dean, and Melanie Lynskey.

Animation is something that, in 
today’s society, is often seen as 
either too childish or too mature, 
ranging from shows like “Teen 
Titans Go” to shows like “South 
Park.” 

However, “Over the Garden 
Wall” manages to fall into the 
minority of cartoons that children 
and adults alike can enjoy (even 
if it can be a bit cheesy at times). 
All-in-all, the show is a cleverly 
dark and beautifully twisted stroke 
of genius, with inspired artwork, 
moving music, and a gripping sto-
ry that you won’t soon forget.

Mac Miller’s ‘Swimming’ a must listen
By Claudia Fetzner
PHOTO EDITOR

At the tragically young age of 
26, popular rapper and Pittsburgh 
native Mac Miller died of a drug 
overdose on Sept. 7, 2018. A month 
before his death, he released his 
fifth studio album “Swimming,” 
and announced an American tour.

Miller has always been open 
about his struggles with drugs and 
depression. In his final album, he 
made several references to his bat-
tles with mental illness and sub-
stance abuse. The most shocking 
aspect of the album is that Miller 
abandons his typical rap style and 
focuses on his vocals, even though 
he has expressed insecurities about 
his singing voice in the past. 

Many suspect that the end of 
Miller’s two year relationship with 

Ariana Grande is what ultimately 
caused him to bottom-out. After 
news broke of Grande and Miller’s 
split, he was arrested for driving 

under the influence and fleeing the 
scene of an accident.

Miller’s response to the media 
was simple and heartfelt: “I made 
a stupid mistake. I’m a human be-
ing.”

Although I was relatively new to 
Miller’s music, I was ecstatic that 
he was releasing a new album and 
quickly purchased tour tickets for 
his Pittsburgh show. Since then, 
“Swimming” has been on constant 
repeat in my car. 

I was just becoming familiar 
with his older songs, but this album 
drove home my love for not only 
Miller’s music, but also his per-
sonality and creativity. His talent 
and skills shine bright on “Swim-
ming.” From the first track to the 
last, Miller delivers a heartfelt au-
tobiography of self-discovery. 

Miller released ‘Swimming’ worldwide on 
Aug. 3, 2018 

‘The Grinch’ retells classic Christmas tale
By Sheena Byham 
SPORTS EDITOR 

While growing up, the 1966 ver-
sion of ‘The Grinch’ was one of 
my favorite Christmas movies. On 
Friday, Nov. 9, Illumination Enter-
tainment released a remake of this 
classic that includes the voice tal-
ents of Benedict Cumberbatch and 
Pharrell Williams. ‘The Grinch’ 
made roughly $66 million on 
opening weekend and appears to 
be a huge hit for all ages of movie 
watchers. 

I saw the movie opening night 
at the Movies at Meadville, and 
the theatre was crowded with 
many children and their parents. 
My expectations were low, mostly 
because I didn’t want to be disap-
pointed if the movie didn’t live up 

to my childhood memories. 
The movie was similar to the 

original 1966 film, the children’s 
book of the same name and the 
2008 live-action version starring 
Jim Carrey. In each of these vari-
ations, the grinch decides to ruin 
Christmas for the residents of 

Whoville by dressing up as Santa 
Claus and stealing all their Christ-
mas gifts and decorations. Both the 
big-screen adaptations and book 
focused on the grinch’s character 
development, and the true meaning 
of Christmas. 

Christmas is not about the gifts 
we receive or give; it’s about 
spending quality time with your 
family and friends. 

Out of all the movies my per-
sonal favorite was the 1996 film, 
‘How the Grinch Stole Christmas.’ 
Maybe I am biased, but nothing 
will ever top the classic. That being 
said, I do recommend catching the 
movie before it leaves the Movies 
at Meadville towards the end of 
December, depending on how well 
it is received by movie-goers and 
critics. 
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Words of Wisdom from:
            Principal Tom Baker

As Einstein once said, “The world 
as we have created it is a process of 
our thinking. It cannot be changed 
without changing our thinking.” 

That holds true today in all as-
pects of our lives both in school and 
at home. If you want something to 
change, you must be the agent for 
that change. 

Many times we are faced with the 
old saying, “that is the way that we 
have always done it.” 

Why do we accept that as an an-
swer and do nothing else? Even 
though change is hard to accept, 
sometimes it is needed for all to be 
successful.

We have seen these changes across 
the board, both in school and out of 
school. We have made changes that 
many people do not agree with or see 
as unnecessary. 

These changes have affected all 
students and were done with student 

and build-
ing safety in 
mind. Chang-
es were not 
made lightly, 
and the results 
will make SHS 
a safer and 
better place 
to learn. If 
there is anything that is constant it is 
change. From the seasons of the year 
to the days of the week, change is al-
ways present. 

Some of these changes we can con-
trol; other changes are completely out 
of our hands. 

We must not stand in the way of 
these changes, but instead we must 
embrace them as they occur. 

No matter the change that is before 
us, we must be able to adapt in order 
to be successful.

Mr. Tom Baker

Pam Holcomb has been working at 
Saegertown for five years. Pam is also the 
Kitchen Manager here at Saegertown High 
School.
Q. What are some of your hobbies? 
A. Being with my grandbabies. I also love to 
can.
Q. What do you like about the environment 
you work in? 
A. The girls that are here.
Q. What are you thankful for?
A. I am thankful for life and  great husband 
of 42 years.

DDuurriinngg  tthhiiss  sseeaassoonn  ooff  tthhaannkkss,,  iitt  iiss  iimmppoorrttaanntt  ttoo  rreeccooggnniizzee  
tthhee  wwoonnddeerrffuull  wwoorrkkeerrss  ooff  SSaaeeggeerrttoowwnn  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll......

Michelle Snyder has been working at Saegertown for 
two years as a custodian.
Q. What are some of your hobbies? 
A. Hunting, fishing, and camping.
Q. What are you thankful for? 
A. My family.
Q. What is your favorite thing about Thanksgiving?
A. Having everybody together.  

Jill Morgan has been working at 
Saegertown for three years. She has 
worked as a substitute, she worked in the 
kitchen for two years, and she is now a 
custodian. 
Q. What are some of your hobbies?
A. Walking, spending time with my kids.
Q. What do you like about the environment 
you work in?
A. The people that I work with. 
Q. What is your favorite thing about 
Thanksgiving?
A. Being together with family.

Leah Berry was just hired last week 
as a cafeteria staff member.
Q. What do you like about the 
environment you work in?
A. It is friendly.
Q. What are you thankful for? 
A. Family and income
Q. What is your favorite thing about 
Thanksgiving?
A.Sitting down and sharing a meal 
with more than immediate family.

Katelyn Rhoades has been working at Saegertown for 
two years as a cafeteria staff member.
Q. What do you like to eat on Thanksgiving? 
A. Cranberries 
Q. What do you like about the environment you work 
in?
A. The people. 
Q. What is your favorite thing about Thanksgiving?
A. Getting to see all of the extended family. 

Jennifer Dewey has been working at 
Saegertown for six years as a cafeteria 
staff member.
Q. What do you like to eat on 
Thanksgiving? 
Cranberry sauce. 
Q. What are you thankful for? 
My family. 
Q. What is your favorite thing about 
Thanksgiving?
Seeing and visiting with family. Berinda Coulter has been working at Saegertown  

thirteen years as a cafeteria staff member.
Q. What do you like about the environment you work 
in?
A. The happy environment, the girls, and the new 
principal is amazing. 
Q. What are you thankful for? 
A. As much peace in the world as there is; things 
could be worse 

Candi Esterly has been working at 
Saegertown for two and a half years as 
a cafeteria staff member.
Q. What are some of your hobbies?
A. Enjoying the outdoors. 
Q. What are you thankful for? 
A. My family. 
Q. What is your favorite thing about 
Thanksgiving?
A. No work. 

Bill Proper has been working at Saegertown 
for four and a half years as a custodian. 
Q. What do you like about the environment 
you work in?
A. Everybody is very friendly and cooperative 
and we all get along very well. And we have 
fun together.
Q. What are you thankful for? 
A. My job, my friends, and my church.
Q. What is your favorite thing about 
Thanksgiving?
A. The day off! And eating and being with 
family and friends.

Compiled and created by Bree Snyder, staff writer

Remember to say 
thank you when you 

see a cafeteria 
worker or custodian!




