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Saegertown’s Stacey Hetrick receives second Golden Apple
By Kassie Boyd
EDITOR?IN?CHIEF

English teacher Mrs. Stacey
Hetrick is well-known amongst
staff, students, and alumni be-
cause of her witty aphorisms, in-
tegrity, and the passion she has for
teaching. 

Every student who has passed
through her classroom has heard
Walt Whitman’s “For every atom
belonging to me as good belongs
to you,” and Henry David
Thoreau’s “Humility like the
darkness reveals the heavenly
lights.”

On Nov. 28, Mrs. Hetrick was
awarded the Golden Apple for the
second time in her 25 year teach-
ing career. The last time was in
2005. 

The English teacher and her
fifth-period class were surprised
by Principal Tom Baker, Assistant
Principal Kylene Koper, the JET
24 news crew, and representatives
from Edinboro University. 

In June of 2019, all 32 Golden
Apple recipients from the year
will gather for a celebration where

one of five finalists will be named
‘Teacher of the Year.’ 

Mrs. Hetrick was nominated by
junior Bree Snyder who describes
her as a “very inspirational
teacher.” Snyder, who moved
from Maplewood earlier this year,
credits Mrs. Hetrick for the
smooth transition “When I first
moved to Saegertown, it was very
stressful. Mrs. Hetrick made the
adjustment easier and that made a
huge impact on me,” Snyder said. 

The segment aired on Dec. 5,
and Mrs. Hetrick shared the mo-
ment with friends and family. 

“Bree’s mom Michelle, who
works in the building, brought in
pizza and snacks, and we all
watched it together. Even Mr.
Baker and my husband were
there,” Mrs. Hetrick said. “It was
such a thrill to watch it with Bree.
I’m so honored that she thought to
nominate me.” 

Mrs. Hetrick’s teaching philos-
ophy is simple: “I want to leave
people better than I find them,”
she said. 

She uses books to  help her stu-

dents grow, cope with difficult sit-
uations, and connect with other
people. 

On winning the award for a
second time, Mrs. Hetrick was
humbled: “I can hardly believe
my good fortune. I’ve been in
room 215 for my entire career.
That’s 25 years in the same
classroom, and I get to spend
every day helping people grow.
I can’t imagine doing anything
else with my life.” 

The gift of a lifetime: a trip to see Hamilton
By Morgan Radwick
DESIGN EDITOR

All parents want to
get their kids a gift
they'll love, one that will
knock their socks off
and fill them with joy.
This year, my parents
did just that.

My sister Olivia and I
have always dreamed of
going to see the musical
Hamilton: An American
Musical live, but never
thought we would actu-
ally get the chance with-
out selling a kidney and
a couple of limbs. 

Everything changed
on the night of  Decem-
ber 5, when my parents
had Olivia and I open a
Christmas gift early. 

As I lifted the lid on
the box, there were two
Hamilton tee-shirts,
which I was excited
about. 

I expected that to be
all, but when I lifted the
shirts up, they revealed
a paper that said
“You’re going to see

Hamilton!” with the
tickets printed on the
bottom. 

I could not believe
what I was looking at! I
was going to see Hamil-
ton!

Our tickets were for
December 6 at 7:30
p.m., so we had to leave
right after school the
next day so we could
get to Shea’s theater in
Buffalo a bit early. 

The car ride there was
a grueling three hours,
made even longer by the
fact that we were dying
of excitement. 

When we arrived at
the theater, we went in-
side and picked up our
tickets at will call. 

It was about $230 for
our two tickets com-
bined. 

Pretty steep but not
bad compared to front
row seats which were
$3,000. 

The lobby was
crowded. We stood
shoulder to shoulder
with strangers as we

waited to be let into the
theater, but that didn’t
seem strange to me at
all. 

We were all there for
the same reason: to
share the experience of
this musical that in-
spires us all with great
passion. 

After they let us in,
my sister and I found
our seats, which were
located almost in the
back of the balcony to
the right. 

We couldn’t believe
how huge the theater
was!  I got dizzy from
looking over the bal-
cony while we were
walking to our seats be-
cause it was so big in
there. 

My heart was pound-
ing with excitement
when the first song
began.

As it ended, my sister
and I turned to each
other and beamed. This
was finally happening
after dreaming of wit-
nessing this masterpiece

for three years.
Intermission came

way too fast and lasted
way too long.

It was only 15 min-
utes, but it felt like an
eternity. We just wanted
to continue watching
the show. 

On the other hand, the
show felt so short, de-
spite being almost three
hours long.

Finally the show
started again. It took all
my strength not to sing
along to the songs. 

As the show came to
an end, the audience
roared with applause.
We all stood up and
continued clapping as
the actors took their
bows. 

I loved everything
about the show. Seeing
“Hamilton” is definitely
a once in a lifetime op-
portunity that I will
never forget.

It was definitely the
best Christmas present I
have ever received and
will never forget.

By Sheena Byham 
SPORTS EDITOR 

The PENNCREST
school board is working
to combine existing
field trip policies under
a newly created student
travel policy. 

This will include
field trips, athletic trips,
and post-secondary vis-
its (including student
and parent/guardian
travel to college, techni-
cal school, military re-
cruiter, or post-graduate
career placements). 

Post-secondary visits
were not covered under
the previous policy, so
days for college visits
counted as part of the
ten excused absences
allotted per student

every school year. 
If the new policy is

approved by the Board
at the January meeting,
students will be given
four days to use over
the course of their jun-
ior and senior years for
college and technical
school visits, post-grad-
uate career planning, or
meetings with military
recruiters. 

Many believe that
this new policy will as-
sist students in making
major decisions about

their future. 
Students can partici-

pate in accepted stu-
dent days and
overnight visits at the
college of their choice
and start to outline their
plans for after high
school. 

The new policy
states: “The Board rec-
ognizes that student
travel away from
school is an important
component for the de-
velopment of the whole
child.” 

PENNCREST student travel policy is coming

Students participate in nationwide ‘Hour of Code’
By Will Phelan
SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR 

Junior high students at Saegertown
participated in a computer program-
ming introduction known as ‘Hour
of Code’ on Dec. 3-4 as part of Com-
puter Science Education Week
(CSEW). 
Though usually covered in a one-

hour tutorial done by code.org,
Saegertown students were allotted
one class period to try their hand at
some simple programming, includ-
ing changing commands for sounds,
movements, and measures.  

Students participated in one of
200,000 events registered in 2018
which helped tens of millions of stu-
dents across more than 180 coun-
tries.     
AP Computer Science students,

directed by Mrs. Melissa Statman,
helped the event run smoothly.
Junior Kenny Kiser helped the

seventh and eighth graders with
some of the more complicated as-
pects of coding. “I think Hour of
Code is important because it exposes
kids to  programming so they can
decide if they want to pursue it as a

career or not,” Kiser said.  
Eighth grader Noah Kightlinger

believed Hour of Code was an en-
joyable experience and a “fun way
to learn.” 
Mrs. Statman considered the event
a success, and is advocating for an
Hour of Code next school year as
well. 
”I think exposing students in junior
high will allow them to think about
and take advantage of opportuni-
ties,” Mrs. Statman said. “Allowing
them to have opportunities is what it
should be about.”

contributed photo
Mrs. Stacey Hetrick was nominated the
Golden Apple by Bree Snyder.
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Write Us
Letter must be typed and 300 words or less. 
Sign your letter and drop it off in room 215.

“Congress shall make no law ... abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press.”
- From the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution ‘Bag-a-Ton’ food drive ends

Shout out to the cafeteria staff
By Nick Archacki
NEWS EDITOR 

At the beginning of this
school year, I was disap-
pointed by the unappetiz-
ing food selections
presented to my fellow
students and me in the
school cafeteria. 

For me, we reached
rock bottom in mid-No-
vember when we were
served mashed potatoes in
a waffle cone. However,
the only place you can go
from rock bottom is up,
right? 

Since the waffle cone
debacle, I’ve personally
noticed a positive change
in the food. 

The cafeteria has been
offering much larger por-
tions of with more home-

cooked-style meals, in-
cluding various and im-
proved types of pastas,
vegetables, better meat op-
tions, breakfast, and pizza-
related meals. 

Last week, the cafeteria
offered chicken stir-fry, a
first in all the years I’ve
been eating school
lunches. 

The cafeteria manager
mentioned that the chicken
stir-fry was, in fact, a
home-made meal. 

We students like to go
home with semi-full stom-
achs and the improve-
ments in the cafeteria are
filling our little monster in-
side of us in a more satis

fying matter. There have
been times where I have
gone home and ravaged

the snack cabinet to find
myself a Nature Valley bar
because the school lunches
were so unsatisfying.
Luckily, this hasn’t hap-
pened to me since the im-
provement with the
lunches. 

We all have our dreams
of food. Some of us wished
that we had fast food op-
tions for lunch or had soft
drink options. Some of us
hope that the teriyaki pasta
line and soup line come
back in the future. 

Even if these wishes don’t
come true, we should all
give a shoutout to the cafe-
teria staff who cook for us
every day. Let’s hope that
this trend of uplifting food
options and tasty dishes
continues. 

“Spider-Man Into Spiderverse” 
swings into theatres
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By Will Phelan
SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR

The Student Council
sponsored ‘Bag-a-Ton’ food
drive came to a close on Fri-
day Dec. 14. 

True to the name, the goal
was to raise 2,000 pounds of
food for the local commu-
nity. 

A grand total of 601.7
pounds were raised by
grades 7-12 with the sopho-
mores in the lead with 181.8
pounds.

While the one-ton goal

was not
achieved,
the students
o f
Saegertown
helped to
feed many
people with
their gener-
ous dona-
tions.

“We
wanted to help the commu-
nity, and even though we
didn’t meet our goal, a large
amount of food was donated

for those less fortunate,”
said Student Council Vice
President Braeden Kantz.
“Every pound counts.” 

By Dustin Steiger 
ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT
EDITOR 

The beloved Marvel
icon ‘Spider-Man’ has
been rebooted too many
times to count, consider-
ing his various and multi-
tudinous appearances in
comics, television, and
movies.

While some of these
reboots have been criti-
cally acclaimed and
praised by fans, others
have been met with...
well, less than ideal re-
views. 

This makes the new
movie “Spider-Man: Into
the Spiderverse” a risky
move on Sony Anima-
tion’s part. 

Not only does the film
have to compete with the
rapidly expanding plate of
superhero films, but it also
has to surpass- or at least
live up to- the hype built

by all the other Spider-
Man films of the past. 

At first glance, it
doesn’t seem likely, espe-
cially considering that the
film is an animated pic-
ture rather than a live-ac-
tion one. 

Yet, despite the odds
that are stacked against it,
“Spider-Man: Into the
Spiderverse” is surpris-
ingly spectacular. 

Part of the reason the
movie works so well is

because of its wildly cre-
ative and surprising plot. 

It’s funny and imagina-
tive, while also managing
to balance this with a sur-
prisingly dark and serious
tone, one that’s rather
shocking when compared
to your typical PG ani-
mated family film. 

Currently, the film has a
score of 97percent on Rot-
ten Tomatoes, beating out
not only every other ani-
mated film this year, but
every other major Spider-
Man film to date. 

It’s got a certain flare to
it unlike any other movie,
and, when paired with the
film’s beautiful animation
and powerful soundtrack
(featuring songs by Post
Malone, Vince Staples, DJ
Khalil, Lil Wayne, Ty
Dolla $ign, Nicki Minaj,
and more), it’s clear that
this is one of the best
movies 2018 has to offer.

By Kaitlyn Kozalla
FEATURES EDITOR

Throughout the years,
each of the President’s
wives has created their
own vision of ‘Christ-
mas in the White
House.’ 

First Lady Melania
Trump has chosen the
decorations for this
years theme “American
Treasures.” 

This theme celebrates
patriotism and honors
elements of the coun-
tries heritage. 

Other than the twenty-
nine red Christmas trees,
the color red can be
found throughout the
decor, including four-
teen thousand red orna-
ments. 

"The choice of red is
an extension of the
pales, or stripes, found
in the presidential seal
designed by our Found-
ing Fathers," the White
House said in a state-
ment on Monday. 

"It’s a symbol of valor
and bravery."

With every statement
the White House makes
come controversy. 

The unorthodox trees
shook the internet up,
with the trees being
likened online to every-
thing from the sea of
blood in "The Shining"
to the red cloaks worn
by women in the
dystopian saga "The
Handmaid's Tale."

Why does the color of
a Christmas tree matter?
Why aren’t we focusing
on the important news?

I believe that people
are so wrapped up in this
controversy that they fail
to realize the important
things happening in
Trump’s presidency
such as the economy
and the booming job
market. 

So why does the color
of a tree matter so
much? I myself may
never understand. 

Ms. Lobins becomes Mrs. Moore

By Taylor Munce
SPORTS WRITER

In the calm before the
storm on what was un-
doubtedly a remarkable
day, junior high science
teacher Ms. Tracy Lobins
married her fiancé Jake
Moore on October 20 dur-
ing an intimate ceremony
in Cranberry Township. 

The power in the venue
went out after the newly
named Mrs. Moore
danced with her husband
and father respectively. 

Despite the setback,
Mrs. Moore chose to look
on the bright side. 

“Even though the elec-
tricity went out, we got
photography shots with a
rainbow that appeared dur-
ing the power outage,”
Mrs. Moore said. 

She further shared that
the rainbow was the “best
thing to happen” during
the outage. 

Mrs. Moore and her
husband met through a
mutual friend of theirs in
August of 2012. 

“She thought we would

be a good couple and had us
meet each other,” Mrs.
Moore said. “She was
right.” The friend who intro-
duced them served as Mrs.
Moore’s maid of honor. 

While her name change
is official, Mrs. Moore will
have her students address
her as they know her. 

“Half of the students call
me Ms. Lobins and half
call me Mrs. Moore,” Mrs.
Moore said. “I don’t cor-
rect them because both are
correct. I will introduce
myself as Mrs. Moore next
year.”

photos by A New Photo
Above: The Moore wedding party Below: The Moores
were blessed with a rainbow on their wedding day.  

Red trees cause controversey
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Mr. Chris Greco receives second Target field trip grant

PowerSchool to replace Edustar next year
By Taylor Munce
SPORTS EDITOR

Every student is familiar
with the seemingly clock-
work-like announcement
that the grading system
Edustar is down and teach-
ers should submit their at-
tendance through email.
Without fail, students and
staff who simply want a re-
liable system groan with
impatience. 

These annoyances
should be fixed next year
with the introduction of
PowerSchool, PEN-

NCREST’s newly ap-
proved education technol-
ogy platform. At the
December 13 meeting, the
school board approved an
initial expense of $80,390
to transition to the system,
and it is expected that the
annual fee for the district
will be around $53,000.

According to superin-
tendent Dr. Timothy
Glasspool, PowerSchool is
a robust student system
that has an eighty percent
share of K-12 school sys-
tems. The system offers

many different features that
benefit students, teachers
and parents alike. 

Students can view report
cards online through the
browser or on the mobile
app called ‘PowerSchool
Mobile.’ PowerSchool also
provides students with in-
formation about their grade
point average and atten-
dance. 

Parents will also have
plenty of advantages like
the ability to view report
cards online before receiv-
ing the printed copy. In ad-

dition, parents will only be
required to fill out emer-
gency, contact, and health
information forms once
rather than annually, and
they can be updated from
year to year, instead of hav-
ing to be resubmitted. 

PowerSchool also offers
an emergency notification
system for parents and
guardians who want to stay
on top of things. 

According to Principal
Tom Baker, students will
be using the new system to
schedule classes, starting in

February or March. Then
parents and students will
be able to access student
schedules via Power-
School in mid-August.

By Claudia Fetzner
PHOTO EDITOR

Science teacher Chris
Greco received a $700
grant from Target field
trip grants to put to-
wards his annual
Anatomy and Physiol-
ogy trip to Gannon’s
cadaver lab and the
Dusckas- Martin Fu-
neral Home coming up

in February. 
Target launched the

philanthropic program
in 2007 to provide stu-
dents with educational
experiences outside the
classroom walls.  
According to Target’s

website: “Some of the
best learning opportu-
nities happen outside
the classroom. We're

bringing students once-
in-a-lifetime learning
experiences through
field trips they'll never

forget.” 
“I am always looking

for ways to give stu-
dents hands-on oppor-
tunities to better learn
anatomy, and since the
district has reduced the
funding of field trips, I
had to be creative and
find this grant,” Mr.
Greco said. 
This is his second

time he has received the
highly competitive
grant. 
According to Mr.

Greco, the funds will be
put used for transporta-
tion, and small tokens
of appreciation for the
professors and funeral
home director for their
continued support of
the anatomy class. 

PENNCREST Pride Project approved to beautify the school
By Bree Snyder
STAFF WRITER

The Student Leader-
ship Council from each
PENNCREST high
school has received
$10,000 and each ele-
mentary school received
$5,000 to aesthetically
enhance their respective
schools. 
On Oct. 9, Superin-

tendent Dr. Timothy S.
Glasspool sent out a letter
clarifying the grant as an
opportunity for students
“to develop, design, cre-
ate and/or construct a
capital improvement
project of your choos-
ing.” 
The Saegertown chap-

ter of the SLC originally
planned to put murals
around the school. How-

ever, SLC head Mr. Phil
Young believes the mu-
rals would have been too
small, and not cost effec-
tive. Redoing the Panther
hallway and opening a
school store were also
discussed, but ultimately
dismissed.
The SLC also spoke

with other organizations
of Saegertown High in-
cluding the Senior Class
Officers and the 2018-
2019 Student Council,
and are now looking to
put a large exterior sign
up that reads Saegertown
High School with a large
Panther emblem. 
According to Mr.

Young, the large exterior
sign will make the build-
ing seem more inviting
and modernize the exte-

rior. Currently, there are
very little distinguishing
features that make the
building memorable.
“Students in PEN-

NCREST have always
had amazing ideas and
looked for opportunities
to showcase those ideas.
The biggest limitation to
their creativity was the
resources to turn them
from ideas into a tangible
product,” said school
board vice president Jeff
Brooks. “The district
simply got out of the way
and gave the students the
opportunity to shine.” 
This idea was sent to

the school board and ap-
proved at the Dec. 13
school board meeting at
Central Office. An initial
quote was given by local

com-
pany ‘Signs by Renee,’
however the SLC is still
waiting for an approval
from that company. 
“I think it’s an awe-

some opportunity to

show
our pride,” Mr. Young
said. “It’s something to
last for generations and to
show our pride in both
our building and our
school spirit.”

contributed photo
Members of the Student Leadership Committee (pic-
tured above at a summit in the fall) recently submitted the
first PENNCREST Pride Project.

Saegertown trio swims for Bulldogs
By Jake Reisinger
WEBSITE EDITOR 

Three talented swim-
mers from Saegertown
have started their winter
season with the
Meadville Bulldogs
swim team. 

Senior Ben Crowl,
sophomore Amanda
Crowl, and freshman
Brittany Houck are all
swimming at the varsity
level.

On Dec. 13, the three
Panthers competed
against Erie High at the
Meadville Area Recre-
ation Complex. 

Houck placed first in
the 50 freestyle as well
as the 100 breaststroke
with times of 26.54 and
1:14:42. 

Ben placed first in the
100 breaststroke with a
time of 1:13.16, with
Amanda placing third in
the 200 freestyle with a
time of 2:38.18.

For Ben, who has
been competing
throughout high school,
this will be his last year
with the Bulldogs. “It’s
my last year swimming
for the team,” Ben said.
“I’d like to make it to the
podium in districts and
get my medal count up.”

Though his time
swimming for the
Meadville Bulldogs is
coming to an end, Ben is
still looking forward to
having a great season
competing and spending
time with the team. “A

lot of it is just enjoying
moments with the
team.”

Houck, on the other
hand, is only just begin-
ning. She has had two
first place finishes and
was a part of the two
winning relay teams in
last Thursday’s competi-
tion. 

She has set high goals
for herself not only for
this season but her high
school career as well. 

“I want to break some
records by the time high
school is over,” Houck
said.

You can catch Brit-
tany, Ben and Amanda
competing against War-
ren tonight at 6 p.m. at
the MARC. 

Saegertown basketball teams shoot for success
By Sheena Byham 
SPORTS EDITOR 

The Saegertown Panthers
basketball teams are attacking
the winter season with re-
newed vigor. 

The boys concluded their
2017-2018 season with a 3-19
record, while the the girls fin-
ished with a 15-8 overall and
tied for the third place in Re-
gion 3.

The boys played in the
Northern Cambria Tip Off
Tournament on Dec. 7-8
where they beat Harmony
High School 47-44 and placed
third. 

On Monday, Dec. 17 the
boys defeated Iroquois 69-67
in overtime. “We’ve come a
long way from three years
ago. The kids played strong
the entire time,” said head
coach Greg Molnar. “Hope-
fully it’s a sign of good things
to come.” 

Sophomore Max Fuller led

the
team with 22 points followed
by seniors Ryan Sherry and
Eli Draa with 15 and 11
points, respectively. 

The Lady Panthers played
their first home game against
Maplewood on Dec. 13. The
girls defeated Maplewood 51-
41, Commodore Perry 36-31,
but fell to Reynolds 39-21. 

Senior Carlie Schlosser,
and juniors Katelyn Young
and Kaylee Mulligan act as

the
teams standout talents. Young
led the team last year with 9.6
points per game followed by
Schlosser with 9.2 points per
game. Mulligan averaged 7.1
points per game.

The Lady Panthers will
take on Cochranton tonight at
Saegertown at 7 p.m. The
boys face off against Union
City on home turf tomorrow
Dec. 21. Come out and show
both teams support.

contributed photo
The boys basketball team triumped over Iroquois 69-67 on
Dec. 17.  Sophomore Max Fuller scored 22 points in the win. 

For more sports, follow @Panther-
PressSHS on twitter and visit 

www.thepantherpress.com

Rifle season
By Braeden Kantz
MANAGING EDITOR 

Beginning the Monday
after Thanksgiving, the
annual Pennsylvania
whitetail season kicked
off drawing hundreds of
local, hunters to the
woods. 

This year, orange dot-
ted the Saegertown coun-
tryside, and some of these
hunters bagged local tro-
phies.

Eighth grader Blake
Boylan, a seasoned
hunter, bagged an eight-
point during the 2018
rifle season. Boylan was
able to bag his sixth buck
this year.

Physical education
teacher Mr. Wayne Lloyd
claimed an eight-point
buck on the opening day
of the season while hunt-
ing with his son, who
claimed his buck in the
2018 archery season. 

Mr. Lloyd has now

bagged a buck for the
past four years. “I was
hunting with my son who
got his buck in archery
season and I was just in
the right place at the right
time,” Mr. Lloyd said.

Eighth grader Connor
Smith seized his opportu-
nity on bagging an im-
pressive eight-point while
hunting with his grandfa-
ther. 

Smith was able to hit
his buck running at ap-
proximately 30 yards.
This was Smith’s third
buck.

The Pennsylvania rifle
season has officially con-
cluded, and the Pennsyl-
vania Game Commission
estimates that the amount
of whitetail deer taken
will increase from last
year’s harvest of nearly
370,000 deer in Pennsyl-
vania alone. 

The official estimate
for 2018 will be released
in early 2019.

Wrestlers aim for top
By Mason McClure
STAFF WRITER

The wrestling team, one
of Saegertown’s stand-out
sports teams, began the  of-
ficial season last Wednes-
day against Corry High
School. 

While the Panthers lost
50-30, the team is still op-
timistic for the upcoming
season. “I think we can get
back to being in the top
three, and that is our goal,”
head coach Jim Mulligan
said.

The team members have
high hopes for the season
as well. “We want to make
it back to team states. It’s
really fun to go down with
the team and it’s a great ex-
perience for everyone,”
said Kenny Kiser, a junior
and one of the team’s cap-
tains. 

Senior and captain Daw-
son Bartholomew shares
the same goals as Kiser. 

“This is my last year and
it was a blast when we
went (to team states). I en-
joyed hanging out with the
team and making memo-
ries.” 

For his final season,
Bartholomew plans to win the
Tool City tournament and
qualify for states.

This week has been a great
one for the team, as they
notched a thrilling victory
over Cambridge Springs 38-
27. Their next match is tonight
at 7 p.m. at Union City.

Kiser is confident in the
team’s skills and has high ex-
pectations for tonight’s match.
“The team needs to work on
never giving up and leaving
everything on the mat,”
Kiser said.
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