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By Samantha Thomas
STAFF WRITER

Nearly every student has, by 
now, noticed the bare, washed out 
walls of the Panther Hallway and 
the absence of the beloved panther 
statue. 

This “make-under” is the first 
step in several renovations intend-
ed to “give students a sense of 
ownership and pride,” according to 
Assistant Principal Kylene Koper. 

Students and staff stripped the 
walls of their outdated wallpaper 
and removed any remaining adhe-
sive. Then the walls were spackled 
and sanded to make them ready to 
for a fresh coat of paint. 

Paint and other materials will be  
provided through a federal grant by 
United Way, a non-profit whose 
goals include improving education 
and promoting healthy lifestyles.

Phase one of the renovations 
will coincide with Global Youth 
Service Day (GYSD) on April 12-
14. 

The annual event, launched 
in 1988, reaches over 135 coun-
tries every year. According to 

their website, GYSD “is the larg-
est youth service and civic action 
event in the world and the only 
one that celebrates, expands, and 
sustains the capacity of all youth 
ages 5-25 and their communities to 
thrive by working together for the 
common good.” 

Mrs. Koper has especially en-
joyed the opportunity to interact 
with SHS members outside the 
school day at the work sessions.

“So far I have enjoyed the sup-
port from the teachers and kids,” 
Mrs. Koper said. “It is a chance to 
get to know people in a different 
setting.”

Although the project isn’t ex-
pected to be finished until summer, 
volunteers have big ideas. The 
walls will be repainted and de-
signed to inspire a more cohesive 
feeling when you enter the school. 

“The halls felt very bare when 
you walked by them,” said senior 
Abby Kaye. “But it was time for a 
change.” 

Principal Tom Baker estimates a 
total of twenty hours in total have 
been put towards renovations so 

far, but this is just the beginning.
Panther community members 

will be taking a number of steps to 
rejuvenate the building, both inside 
and out. 

The gym is receiving new 
bleachers, a paint job and new vi-
nyls. The schools front doors are 
now adorned with a sign reading 
“Welcome to Panther County.” 

Students have also been brain-
storming future renovations. 

Several suggested updated heat-
ing and cooling systems and new 
carpets to increase aesthetic ap-
peal. 

Sophomore Jacob Kindle 
brought up the idea of updated 
bathrooms, and junior Logan Gage 
advocates for new water pipes to 
reduce pesky dripping.

Whether internal or external ren-
ovations, these changes are sure 
to be eye-catching as well as a re-
freshing change in scenery. 

Mrs. Koper and Mr. Baker be-
lieve that these changes may help 
inspire effort and spirit. “Our 
school lacks pride,” Mrs. Koper 
said. “It needs a face lift.” 

contributed photos
Students and staff have come together to renovate the Panther Hallway. The next 
phase of the project will be on April 13 as part of Global Youth Service Day through 
the United Way. Stay tuned for details on how you can help. 
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By Taylor Munce and Sheena 
Byham
SPORTS EDITORS

Pennsylvania Lieutenant Gov-
ernor John Fetterman is touring 
the state to gather input on Pa. 
lawmakers’ proposed legalization 
of recreational marijuana. 

On Feb. 27, Fetterman hosted 
an open forum at Allegheny Col-
lege where citizens could take the 
mic and voice their opinions and 
concerns. 

A majority of those in atten-
dance were either pro-recreational 
marijuana or were advocating for 
the increased availability of med-
ical marijuana. 

Some points brought up includ-
ed the $560 million dollar tax rev-
enue that could be used to fight the 
opioid crisis, concerns about the 
targeting of marginalized people 
for low level drug offenses, and 
relief from chronic pain. 

One local woman told of losing 
custody of her children after being 
caught with street marijuana. 

She used marijuana as an alter-
native to opioids to cope with a 
painful back injury she received 
on the job. She briefly turned to 
recreational weed while between 
prescribed pain killers.

With tears in her eyes, she de-
tailed the harsh way in which she 
was treated by her community and 
Children and Youth Services. 

A long-time construction work-
er with severe ankle issues said: “I 
can walk again. I can do stuff with 
my daughter again. I owe all that 
to marijuana.” 

Many community members also 
brought up the topic up of decrim-
inalization. If recreational mari-
juana is legalized, will non-violent 
offenders be released and have 
their records expunged? 

A few area residents also point-
ed out the double standard in poor 
communities, and how minorities 
have “had their lives ruined for us-
ing recreational marijuana.” Over-
all, the majority of the community 
ruled in favor of legalizing recre-
ational marijuana. 

While most community mem-
bers were “pro,” there were others 
who strongly opposed legaliza-
tion. 

A woman with 30 years of ex-
perience as a nurse stated that 
marijuana is an “intoxicant, and 
not a medicine.” She also argued 
that scientific literature around the 
drug is more negative than posi-
tive. 

Many countered the $560 mil-
lion tax revenue by relating it to 
the legalization of casino gam-
bling and racetracks in 2004.

Despite having the second larg-
est machine revenue (the first 
being Nevada), many Pennsylva-
nians claimed that they have not 
seen the tax breaks promised to 
them. 

However, despite any disso-
nance almost all in attendance 
agreed on the benefits of licensed 
medical marijuana. 

Science teacher Mr. Chris Grec-
co believes that medical marijuana 
is useful for those who need it, but 
recreational is “still considered to 
be a gateway drug.” 

Many staff members echo his 
sentiments. Mrs. Kim Schaffner 
said, “I don’t see why we need the 
recreational marijuana.” 

She believes in the benefits of 
using CBD oils and medical mar-
ijuana usage, but draws the line at 
recreational consumption.   

However, not everyone at SHS 
is against the legalization of mar-
ijuana. 

A junior who wishes to remain 
anonymous disagreed with the 
teacher’s opinion. “I think that 
marijuana should be legalized for 
recreational now because it’s pret-
ty much inevitable,” he said. 

He argued that marijuana is a 
much safer alternative to opioids 
and other drugs. 

“It’s a good pain reliever and is 
useful for emotional stress. Legal 
or not, people will use marijuana, 
but if it is still criminalized, we’d 
be putting people behind bars for 
using a harmless substance that 
just eases emotions and pain.” 

This hotly contested issue will 
continue to be debated by every-
one from politicians, to doctors, to 
regular citizens. 

No one can be sure what they 
next few years will hold in terms 
of policy. Perhaps Pennsylvania 
will soon follow in the footsteps 
of states like Colorado.

Legalization causes contention in Pennsylvania 

Taylor Munce

“Congress shall make no law... abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press.” - From the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution

Sheena Byham

By William Hetrick

Coaches have banquets.  It has be-
come a time-honored tradition with 
nearly all sports at all schools. 

Athletes get awards, gifts, and ac-
colades.  I suppose it’s a nice way to 
wrap up the season. 

The coach gets a gift and thanks 
from the booster club, the season 
ends, and life goes on.  But not al-
ways.

Greg Molnar retired as boys bas-
ketball coach at Saegertown High 
School at the close of this past sea-
son, a season that saw him register his 
100th win, one of only four coaches 
in our school’s history to achieve that 
feat.  Longevity.  

He spent a decade and some change 
coaching our boys.  He’s coached 
pretty much consistently since his 
first gig in 1984.  

It’s not easy sticking with some-
thing so long, especially in today’s 
environment where your credibility is 
measured in the win-loss column, and 
you have twenty or more “assistant 
coaches” in the stands at every game. 

Coach Molnar stuck it out--through 
losing seasons, some good ones de-
spite his record, and through winning 
seasons, ones he felt could have been 
better, I’m sure.  It’s the way of the 
true coach.  

You can always do better, get bet-
ter.  Usually, you remember the close 
losses more than the dominant wins.  
The kids more than the outcome.  
And that is why I’m telling you about 
Greg Molnar.  

Sure, he teaches next door to me 
in the English department at school.  
Yes, we’ve had discussions about 
coaching as we’ve been doing it, 
though in different sports, for a long 
time. 

We both see the value in sport as a 
way to see to the core of what kids are 

capable of doing.  We both see how 
character is built one drill at a time.

Coaches come and go.  It’s the way 
of it, the way it’s supposed to be, in 
fact.  When you leave, the slow ebb 
of time washes away your achieve-
ments, your records, even your leg-
acy.  

The full body of your day in the 
sun becomes a shadow fading into the 
distance.  But I would be remiss if I 
didn’t say some things of value about 
our coach.  

I saw him take a technical foul at 
Iroquois so a unique athlete on their 
team could make a basket. 

 It was one of the most selfless and 
thoughtful acts I’ve seen in my years 
of coaching. 

I’ve seen him play athletes who 
should have never seen the court be-
cause they earned the right in prac-
tice.  

I’ve seen him allow players to miss 
practices to attend other activities, 
like go hunting with a grandfather 
or attend a school trip; many coach-
es I know think the world revolves 
around their practice schedule.  

How dare you do anything other 
than my sport during our season!  Not 
Coach.  He is a small town coach in 
charge of small-town athletes.  And 
he sees the value in each small-town 
kid.  

At his final banquet, Coach com-
plimented his athletes, apologized to 
many, told his final story.  

I was there.  It was awesome.  He 
will go the way of all great coaches.  

But I will remember.  His former 
players will remember.  They are 
better for having had him teach them 
basketball. 

 And life. And that is the real mea-
sure of a coach.  Greg, it was a great 
banquet.  And career.  You deserve to 
be remembered. 

Contributed photo
Residents raised their hands to show 
their support for legalization at Lt. 
Governor John Fetterman’s forum on 
Feb. 27. 

The value of a coach: 
GREG MOLNAR
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By Kaitlyn Kozalla
 FEATURES EDITOR

   On Sunday March 3, I picketed 
with my family to show support 
for the plight of United Electric 
members after a nine day lockout. 

I was overwhelmed by the com-
munity’s encouragement and pos-
itivity. 

Trucks ushered wood for burn 
barrels so families could stay 
warm, restaurants supplied food, 
while the refrigerators and freezers 
in the united electrical radio and 
machine workers union hall over-
flowed. 

Three days later, United Electric 
506 and 618 reached a consensus 
to end the lockout in Erie’s manu-
facturing facility. 

The union passed a vote on Feb. 
26 to initiate a lockout on the fa-
cility formerly owned by Gener-
al Electric (GE) Transportation, 
which is now owned by Wabtec 
Corporation. 

This lockout was passed the day 
after Wabtec’s purchase of the 
plant was made official.

As the daughter of a 13-year GE 
employee, I witnessed first hand 
the impact of Wabtec’s corporate 
greed. 

The day of the purchase, the 
company released an official state-
ment that included the changes be-
ing implemented. 

Some of these changes included 
a wage cut of almost forty percent, 
mandatory overtime and to rele-
gate 20 percent of workers to part-
time positions with no benefits. 

The introduction of Wabtec’s 
two-tier wage system was the 
breaking point for many employ-
ees. Former GE employees would 
retain their wages, while new em-
ployees would have their wages 
slashed. 

What Wabtec failed to clarify is 
what would happen to employees 
who are laid off and later returned - 
they too would receive a wage cut.  

After walking the picket line 
for about an hour, I learned of 
Wabtec’s regulations on strikers. 

According to the official state-
ment, only ten members (at least 
five feet apart) could walk the 
picket. While all this was occur-
ring, Wabtec employees acted as 
monitors from their warm vehi-
cles. 

Union members shouted: “Who 
are we? UE!” and “What do we 
want? A fair contract! When do we 
want it? Now!” Passing motorists 
honked in shows of support, some 
possibly being former GE employ-
ees

Harborcreek Township resident 
Chris Merit, a 30-year GE em-
ployee, said: “You can’t just bring 
in people off the street to do what 
we do.” Wabtec claims to offer 
competitive wages, but fails to 
take into account the common ad-
age “skilled labor isn’t cheap and 
cheap labor isn’t skilled.” 

I continued to follow the situa-
tion through local media, but saw 
no change. 

Another blow was dealt when I 
learned my family had lost our in-
surance. 

Through the bad; however, the 
union supported workers as much 
as they could by helping families 
pay their bills if they couldn’t af-
ford to do so. 

This issue quickly gained na-
tional support. 

Senator Bernie Sanders wrote a 
letter to Wabtec asking the compa-
ny to keep the existing contract un-
til a compromise could be reached. 
Sanders continued by saying he 
will provide his “full support and 
solidarity” until a contract is set. 

UE President, Scott Slawson, 
spoke for Local 506 and 618 at a 
Bernie Sanders rally in Brooklyn. 
He urged Wabtec to respect hard-
working families and find a fair 
deal for both sides. 

News outlets including CNN 
covered the story, which promot-
ed worldwide support for the UE 
members. 

The UE Facebook page UE 
Members 506 was filled with mes-
sages of support from working 
families from California to Con-
necticut and as far away as Italy, 
Japan, Mexico and Canada.

Wabtec and UE reached an 
agreement containing a 90-day 
contract that allows more negotia-
tions towards a long-term deal.

 It is unknown whether an agree-
ment will be reached by the end 
of the term, but both parties claim 
they are optimistic. At this time, 
the plant will not close and wages 
will be maintained at their present 
levels. 

Never have I thought that my 
family would ever go through this. 
It was, and still is uncertain of what 
will happen next, and if I’m hon-
est, it’s nerve-racking. 

I know in the end everything 
will turn out, we will persevere no 
matter the case. 

Column: Picketing with my father: 
United Electric lockout strikes close to home

Statman selected for Amazon program:
New computer science courses coming

By Claudia Fetzner
 PHOTO EDITOR

Saegertown science teacher Me-
lissa Statman has been selected to 
be part of the Amazon Future En-
gineer program. 

The program is a four-part, 
childhood-to-career network that 
is built to inspire and educate 10 
million children and young adults 
each year to pursue careers in the 
fast-growing field of computer 
science and coding. 

Saegertown will receive fund-
ing from Amazon that will pro-
vide preparatory lessons, tutorials, 
and professional development 
for teachers, fully sequenced and 
paced digital curriculum for stu-
dents, and live online support ev-
ery day of the week for both teach-
ers and students. 

With this funding, Mrs. Statman 
intends to start computer science 
exposure as soon as ninth grade.

The full-year courses are de-
signed to inspire, prepare, and 
propel students in their pursuit of 
computer science education. 

All students participating in this 
program will receive a free mem-
bership to Amazon Web Services 
Educate which provides them with 
free access to computing power in 
the AWS Cloud for their coding 
projects and content to learn about 
cloud computing.

Senior AP computer science 
student Glenn Ferry believes that 
computer classes are valuable. 

“We’ve learned a lot about how 
the internet works and cyber safe-
ty; however, I wish computer sci-
ence was offered to the students 
earlier, “ Ferry said. “Through 
the Amazon Future Engineering 

program, students will now have 
those opportunities.” 

Mrs. Statman is looking forward 
to the new challenges the program 
will provide. 

“I am excited to expand the 
computer science opportunities 
for students at Saegertown High 
School,” Mrs. Statman said. 
“Especially after the successful 
implementation of the rigorous 
advanced placement computer sci-
ence principles course.” 

More than 1,000 schools across 
the country are participating in 
Amazon Future Engineer.

The Bureau of Labor and Sta-
tistics projects that by 2020 there 
will be 1.4 million computer-sci-
ence related jobs available and 
only 400,000 computer science 
graduates with the skills to apply 
for those jobs. 

Computer science is the fastest 
growing profession within the Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering, 
and Math (STEM) field, but only 
8 percent of STEM graduates earn 
computer science degrees.

“We want to ensure that every 
child has the opportunity to study 
computer science,” said Jeff Wil-
ke, CEO Worldwide Consumer, 
Amazon. “We are excited that 
more than 1,000 schools will now 
provide these courses.”

In addition to the classes that 
will be offered, students from par-
ticipating schools can also apply 
for scholarships and internships 
through Amazon. 

The Amazon Future Engineer 
program is part of Amazon’s $50 
million investment in STEM and 
computer-science education. 
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Membean gives new boost in learning vocabulary
By Bree Snyder
STAFF WRITER

“Have you done your Mem-
bean?” and “When is Membean 
due?” are now common questions 
in the halls of Saegertown High 
School. 

Enter any English classroom, 
and you’re likely to see students 
hard at work on their laptops and 
iPads. So what is Membean? 

Membean is an online learning 
tool centered on vocabulary, com-
bining differentiated instruction, 
personalization, and active memo-
ry reinforcement. 

Membean is not available on the 
App Store; however, it is available 
to any student via membean.com 
through a school-based subscrip-
tion. 

According to the website, Mem-
bean’s purpose is to provide “web-
based tools to help students excel.” 
Its aim is to bring “evidence-based, 

well-researched 
instructions [as 
Membean] pas-
sionately be-
lieve[s] that the 
measure of what 
you learn is 
what you retain 
over the long 
term.”

M e m b e a n 
contains over 4,000 vocabulary 
words, all of which are divided 
among three different categories: 
Lower Middle School, Middle 
High School, and High School. 
The Lower Middle School list con-
tains 500 words, the Middle High 
School consists of 1,630 words, 
and the High School list has 2,156 
words. 

After learning about the program 
through her daughter’s school, As-
sistant Principal Kylene Koper 
brought Membean to Saegertown 
earlier this school year. 

Mrs. Koper chose to use Mem-
bean because of its “differentiated 
vocabulary practice,” meaning that 
Membean provides students words 
matched to their learning ability. 

There are over 4,700 schools, in-
cluding area schools like Millcreek 
and Fairview, in the United States, 
that use Membean.

 “I hope students will increase 
their vocabulary usage and their 
vocabulary levels,” Mrs. Koper 
said. She has pushed out Membean 
to all English classes in grades 
7-12 as a pilot.

Although teachers grade Mem-

bean differently, 
many seem to be 
impressed with it. 
Mr. William Het-
rick puts a Mem-
bean grade in every 
two weeks whereas 
Mrs. Stacey Hetrick 
grades Membean 
weekly. 

Mr. Hetrick pre-
fers Membean over “traditional 
vocabulary study because it is 
more individualized. It has a lot of 
potential for student growth.” 

Students have formed a variety 
of opinions about the program. 
Some prefer Membean over stan-
dard vocabulary learning methods 
while some dislike Membean alto-
gether.

“I prefer Membean over vocab-
ulary journals because I can learn 
words that match to my ability of 
learning as opposed to looking up 
random vocabulary words just to 

appease our teacher,” senior Tay-
lor Munce said.  

Hayley Moore, eighth grade, 
agrees with Munce. “I learn from 
it. It teaches me some good words, 
and I know what the words mean. 
It teaches me words that I don’t 
know that I should know.” 

While Munce and Moore like 
Membean, other students feel pres-
sured by the grading aspect of the 
program. 

Eighth grader Kylie Thompson 
said, “I don’t like it because we get 
grades put in. If I forget about it, I 
don’t get a grade. I always remem-
ber the last day, so I have to do it 
the night before it’s due.” 

Mrs. Hetrick appreciates the site. 
“I’m very impressed with Mem-
bean’s ability to match the kids 
with the level of words they need. I 
think it’s very effective at teaching 
word parts and growing vocabu-
lary. I’m excited to see results on 
year-end tests.” 

SHS to compete in Robobots Battle
By Jake Reisinger
 WEBSITE EDITOR

Tomorrow,  March 30, Mead-
ville Area Senior High school will 
host the 2019 RoboBots competi-
tion. 

Two teams of students in the 
robotics class, advised by George 
Nahay, are preparing to make sure 
their bots are ready to enter the bat-
tle arena. 

Junior Josh McWright works on 
making sure “Alcatraz” is ready 
for battle.

Team one is “We The People” 

with their bot The Liberator. Team 
members include: Jaden Reagle, 
Josh Weaver, Ashley Merritt, Ben 
McWright, Darian Kaye, Tim Se-
novich, and Wesley Price.

Team two is “Prison Break” 
and with their bot Alcatraz. Team 
members include: Drew Hunter, 
Josh McWright, Devin Steiger, 
Ryan Washburn, David Deets, 
Zane Schlosser, and Jordan Bush.

The action begins at 9 a.m. Tune 
into @PantherPressSHS on twitter 
for results.

Contributed Photo 
Junior Josh McWright works on his bot, 
“Alcatraz.”
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By Kaitlyn Kozalla and Nick 
Archacki
FEATURES EDITOR AND NEWS EDITOR 

Every summer, countless fami-
lies travel to local hot-spot Wood-
cock Lake Park to spend some 
time away from home. 

Located just south of the Wood-
cock Dam, the campground is pop-
ular for camping, boating, picnics, 
fishing, and walking on trails. 

However, Woodcock Lake Park 
is in jeopardy of closing its gates at 
the end of the summer due to insuf-
ficient evidence. 

Since the mid-1970s, the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers has been 
operating and maintaining the 
park. 

The 25-year lease ends in May 
2024, but the funds required to 
keep the park operating caused the 
county to notify the Corps of En-
gineers that they want to end the 
lease by January 2020. 

Commissioners say that expens-
es exceed revenue, costing the 
county around $65,000 annually. 

The other option commissioners 
are considering is imposing a user 
fee for park visitors from Memori-
al Day to Labor Day. 

“Would that be enough to off-
set $65,000? Maybe. Maybe not. 
We don’t know that yet, but these 
are the things we’re looking at,” 
said county commissioner Francis 
Weiderspahn in a report from Erie 

News Now. 
Weiderspahn took to social me-

dia to garner public opinion on a 
possible fee of $2 per car and $5 
for a vehicle with a boat. The re-
sponse was largely positive.

“I’m disappointed and sad 
because it’s a very good camp-
ground,” junior Dariann Beebe 
said. 

Beebe testified to the popularity 
of Woodcock Lake Park by reveal-
ing that she usually has to book a 
spot during Memorial Day week-
end.

Others share Beebe’s dismay 
about a possible closure. “I think 
it’s pretty unfortunate because it’s 
something people can do around 
here to get away from home over 
a weekend,” Mrs. Deana Wehrle 
said. 

Mr. Steve Simcheck agreed: “I 
go there for fishng, camping, boat-
ing, and walking. I’ve seen amaz-
ing wildlife, and I have a lot of 
memories there with my brothers 
and dad.”

Solutions to the problem are on 
the mind of Mr. Scott Bidwell: “I 
think they should charge for per-
manent spots and people can pay 
a yearly fee.” 

Unfortunately, nothing regard-
ing the park’s status is official yet. 
For now, we are left to speculate 
about the fate of an area treasure. 

Woodcock Lake Park: Community 
gem in risk of closing its gates By Kassie Boyd

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

   Carrying on the proud tradition 
of journalistic distinction at Sae-
gertown High School, two students 
have received prestigious Student 
Keystone Press Awards from the 
Pennsylvania NewsMedia Associ-
ation. 

Junior and broadcast Editor Sam 
Shelenberger received second 
place in the review category for 
his piece on ‘Ready Player One.’ 
Shelenberger was shocked to have 
received this award, given it was 
the first review he ever wrote.

Both Shelenberger and senior 
arts and entertainment editor 
Dustin Steiger collected first place 
in the state broadcast category for 
their 2018 ‘Holiday Pawdcast.’

“I was shocked that we won first 
in the state, but I am very excited,” 
Steiger said. “As cheesy as our 
broadcasts are, they can be wildly 
entertaining.” 

Both Steiger and Shelenberger 
cite their partnership as a key fac-
tor in their success. 

The pair has been working close-
ly for two years. “We split up the 
work,” Shelenberger said. “One of 
us edits, one of us films, but we’re 
always working together to get the 
podcast done on time.” 

Shelenberger and Steiger’s tal-
ent has been recognized both at the 
state level and in their school. 

Last October, biology teacher 
Mrs. Nicole Keller presented the 
broadcast team with t-shirts that 
parodied an ongoing gag between 
the pair: “Coming to you live!” 

“Do you even know what live 
means?”

Steiger and Shelenberger were 
the only members of the Panther 
Press to win PNA awards this year. 
Last year, senior photo editor Han-
nah Myers took home first place 
for her photo story, “Photographer 
attends swearing-in ceremony: 
Building a better Pennsylvania.” 

The pair will travel to Hershey 
on April 3  with adviser Stacey 
Hetrick to receive their awards. 

You can watch the Panther 
Pawdcast online at the Panther 
Press website and on YouTube. 

Trip Advisor 
The fate of Woodcock Lake Park & Campground is uncertain. 

By Dustin Steiger 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

   Childlike wonder has the abili-
ty to bring life to the inanimate and 
to stoke the imagination. 

It’s this wonder that turns a twig 
into a sword and transforms an 
empty cardboard box into a mighty 
castle. It’s also this wonder that 
makes “On Applebee Pond” work 
so well.

The students of Saegertown El-
ementary have recently welcomed 
“Arnold Applebee” and the cast of 
the educational puppet show “On 
Applebee Pond” to their school.

The cast includes juniors Oliver 
Smith, Aaron Brown, and Carson 
Jones, and seniors Stephanie Po-
lach, Mykenzie Connally, Madi-
son Morgan, and Dustin Steiger.

“On Applebee Pond” was creat-
ed by The Mercer County Behav-
ioral Health Commission (MC-

BHC) in order to help educate 
children about the issues surround-
ing drug abuse and mental health 
in a fun and entertaining way. 

PENNCREST sister schools 
Cambridge and Maplewood have 
active OAP groups as well.

On Feb. 8, the cast performed 
their first show, and, as of now, the 
program has been a success. 

“I think it’s a great program for 
the kids to hear the puppets tell 
real life stories they can relate to 
and have fun while they’re doing 
it,” said kindergarten teacher Mrs. 
Debbie Richardson.

“I love it,” said senior Stephanie 
Polach. “I love seeing their [the 
kids’] reactions. They get so excit-
ed. I think the kids really enjoy it.”

The cast plans to continue per-
forming on Wednesday mornings 
and afternoons, though the sched-
ule is subject to change.

With any luck, “On Applebee 
Pond” will continue to provide a 
fun, educational experience for 
students at Saegertown Elemen-
tary, bringing to life the childlike 
wonder that we all know and love. 

Contributed Photo
From left: Mykenzie Connally, Stephanie 
Polach, Madison Morgan, and Dustin 
Steiger pose  with their puppets. 

‘On Applebee Pond’ shares positive message with SES

Broadcast team wins Student Keystone Press Awards
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Kiser claims silver medal for Saegertown at wrestling 

By Braeden Kantz 
MANAGING EDITOR

Tied 6-6 with thirty seconds left, in 
front of thousands of wrestling fans, 
and in the defensive position, Kis-
er rallied a last second escape in the 
PIAA State semifinals to avoid over-
time. 

Kenny Kiser, a junior at Saegertown 
High School, became the tenth wres-
tler in Saegertown history to wrestle in 
the state finals.

Kiser was the second seeded wres-
tler headed into the tournament. 

He was seeded below Jacob Ealy, 
a senior from Hopewell High School 
who had beat Kiser at the Fred Bell 
tournament earlier in the year. 

Both wrestlers proved they de-
served their rankings, dominating 
skilled opponents in the first and quar-
ter final round. 

Kiser was then put to the test in the 
semifinal round against Erik Gibson, 
an upcoming freshman from Forest 
Hills High School. 

Kiser and Gibson had wrestled 

twice earlier in the season, both of 
which occurred at the King of the 
Mountain Tournament. Kiser walked 
away with two wins over Gibson to 
claim a third place medal. 

Gibson came to wrestle; however, 
he started the match with a quick take-
down to put himself 2-0 over Kiser. 
Kiser fired back with an escape and 
a takedown to regain a 3-2 control of 
the match. Gibson went on to tie the 
match with an escape to end the pe-
riod.

Gibson then took defense to begin 
the second period. After an escape 
from Gibson and yet another take-
down from Kiser, Kiser closed out the 
second period with a 5-4 lead. 

Kiser then chose defense to start the 
third and final period. He quickly es-
caped but was taken down to tie the 
score 6-6. 

Kiser escaped with 20 seconds re-
maining in the third period, then fend-
ed off several desperate attacks from 
Gibson to close out the match with a 
7-6 victory. “After I beat Gibson in 

the semifinals, the pressure was off. 
I knew no matter what happened I 
would place top two in the state,” Kis-
er said.

After the Parade of Champions, it 
was time for Kiser to faceoff against 
Ealy for the state title. Kiser and Ealy 
had met earlier in the season at the 
Fred Bell tournament in Grove City 
where Ealy majored Kiser in the fi-
nals. 

Kiser found himself slightly out-
matched by the senior and went down 
4-0 in the first period. Ealy extended 
his lead to 7-1 in the second period. 
Kiser then rallied in the third period 
but was unable overcome Ealy’s lead. 

The final score was 7-5 in favor of 
Ealy, who became  Hopewell’s first 
ever PIAA AA gold medalist. 

Kiser became Saegertown’s tenth 
wrestler to make an appearance in 
the state finals and the fourth to bring 
home a silver medal. 

Kiser’s name will be added to the 
wall of honor in the Panther’s practice 
room that contains the names of the 
greatest wrestlers in Saegertown his-
tory going back to 1966, the year the 
program was founded. 

The 2019 PIAA State Champion-
ships marked Kiser’s first appearance 
in a “medal round” (a round in which 
both wrestlers are guaranteed a medal) 
and Kiser is not done.

 A junior, Kiser is already looking 
forward to next year and his final 
season at Saegertown: “I’m surprised 
my final season is nearly here,“ Kiser 
said. “But I feel confident that I’ll be 
able to capture my first state title my 
senior year.”

Braeden Kantz/SHS
Junior Kenny Kiser wrestled his way to a silver medal at the PIAA state finals . 
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Houck and team set new record

By Braeden Kantz 
MANAGING EDITOR

Freshman  Brittany Houck qualified 
to swim at YMCA Nationals last week 
at the 2019 PA YMCA State Swim-
ming Championship. 

Houck and Claire Riehl, who swim 
on behalf of the Meadville YMCA, 
both made it to the podium at the event 
on March 23.  

Houck placed third in the team 
medley relay event, thirteenth in the 
100 meter breaststroke, seventh in the 
200 meter breaststroke, and first in the 
200 yard team freestyle relay the in the 
13-14 age bracket. 

Houck’s  time of :24.43 during the 
freestyle relay helped her  team cap-
ture a gold medal as well as a state 
record. Their final time was 1:38:62. 

 Other members of the relay team 
are: Olivia Philbrick, Maura Bloss, 
and JJ Gowetski from Meadville. 

They will advance to the National 
competition in North Carolina at the 
Greensboro Aquatic Center on April 
3. This will be the first time in the pro-
gram’s history that any team has qual-
ified for Nationals. 

The National competition is open to 
all age brackets and will not have spec-
ified age brackets. Therefore, Houck 
will potentially compete against col-
lege, and olympic level athletes. 

Riehl, a seventh grader from Sae-
gertown, competed in the 11-12 age 
bracket and placed sixth in the 100 
meter freestyle, eighth in the 50 meter 
freestyle, and ninth in the 200 meter 
freestyle. 

The 2019 meet marked Riehl’s third 
appearance in the state competition. 
“I’m very proud of my performance 
this year,” Riehl said. “I usually only 
place in team relays so placing as an 
individual was a pretty great accom-
plishment.” 

contributed photo
Brittany Houck, second from left, qualified for the YMCA national championship 
at the PA State Swimming Championship on March 23 as part of the 200 yard free 
relay team.

The Panther Press
Founded 2006

18079 Mook Road, Saegertown, PA 16433
                                                             

Editor-in-chief: Kassie Boyd   
Managing Editor: Braeden Kantz

Advisor: Stacey Hetrick

READ ABOUT TRACK AND SOFT-
BALL AT THEPANTHERPRESS.COM



9Sports The Panther Press
Friday March 29, 2019

Baseball team hopes to capitalize on new talent this season 
By Will Phelan
SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR

The baseball team recently traveled 
to the Ripken Experience in South Car-
olina for their annual preseason trip.   

The team uses such opportunities 
to prepare for the regular season and 
identify what they may need to work 
on before games begin.

Senior Wesley Price reflected on the 
spring outing and its benefits: “It gives 
us an advantage to see live pitching 
from bigger schools while teams back 
home are stuck in the gym.”  

The now underclassmen-loaded 
squad has the same approach despite 
having many young players.  

“We didn’t change our winning 
mentality,” Price said.  “We are a 
young team but have good potential.”

He described the new talent as being 
versatile, and emphasized their ability 
to come together as a team.  

The boys hope to make a name for 
themselves in the area as they have in 
the past years.  “Our team goal is to 
win the region and be competitive in 
D10,” Price said.

At the Ripken Experience, the team  
had a great first game, beating Camer-
on, West Virginia 20-9 in five innings. 

Day two, they lost a tough one to 
Deer Lakes, a 5A state qualifier team 
last year. Final score was 12-2. 

Their first regular season game 
was played Wednesday against the 
Conneaut Area Eagles. The Panthers 
dominated CASH with a decisive 15-6 
victory. 

The next game will be April 3 at 
Cambridge Springs. Action begins at 
4 p.m.

Volleyball team kicks off season with win over Tigers
By Taylor Munce
SPORTS EDITOR 

The Saegertown Panthers will at-
tempt to recover their dominant status 
after a disappointing loss in the District 
quarterfinals to prevent the Panthers 
from advancing to the state champion-
ship in the 2018 season. 

The Panthers enter this season 
ranked sixth in the state by the Penn-
sylvania Volleyball Coaches Associa-
tion (PVCA).  

The team includes five seniors, four 
juniors, three sophomores, and two 
freshman. 

 Will Phelan, a senior outside hit-
ter, said, “Our team is pretty solid this 
year, we are well rounded.” 

Phelan believes the team has a good 
chance to beat some of the best teams 
in the district with the help of veteran 
head coach Justin Johnson. 

“Coach Johnson has been a great 
motivational coach for the past four 
years of my career. He always tells 
me what I need to hear, and as coaches 
should, he expects the best out of me 
when I play,” Phelan said. 

Phelan also believes that communi-
cation is crucial in order for the team 
to succeed. “We aren’t where we want 
to be but we are heading in the right 
direction.”

Jake Reisinger, a sophomore and the 
team’s star libero, agrees with Phel-
an. “In volleyball you can never have 

enough communication, “said Reising-
er, “You can always talk more and I 
think at times our chemistry isn’t ful-
ly developed since we haven’t played 
with one another that much. However, 
when we click we are unstoppable.”

Senior right hitter, Eli Draa, has high 
goals for this season. “My goal this 
year is to win District 10,” Draa said. 

The Panthers’ first match of the sea-
son was Wednesday night, and they 
kicked it off in fine fashion with a four-
set win over rival Maplewood.  Phelan 
tallied 22 kills, two aces, and 15 digs 
in the effort. 

The team will be in action again on 
April 2 in a home match against Rocky 
Grove. JV starts at 6 p.m. 

‘Donkey Basketball’ wows capacity crowd

By Bree Snyder
STAFF WRITER

Saegertown staff faced off against 
teachers from Maplewood in a game 
of Donkey Basketball on Saturday, 
March 23. The event took place in the 
Maplewood High School gymnasium, 
with over a thousand people in atten-
dance. 

Overall, the entire event brought in 
just under $8,000 dollars, including 
concessions, raffles, and tickets to en-
ter the event. 

Riding for Saegertown were Princi-
pal Tom Baker, teachers Phil Young, 
Chris Greco, Kelli Peters, Kathleen 
Mattera, Shannon Stewart, Rose Bak-
er, Brian Hanley, and cafeteria worker 
Memory Irwin. 

The Maplewood team included  
Ben Frable, Jen Higgins, Nate Latim-
er, Shelley McPherson, Cassie Triola, 
Bryan Borkovec, Jason Drake, Matt 
McClellan, and Dave Gjovik. From 
CSES, but riding for Maplewood, was 
Kim Thomas. 

The “Poo Poo Patrol” (students in 
charge of cleaning up after the don-
keys) was Maplewood Elementary 
teacher Mrs. Turner’s fourth grade 
class, “The Turner’s Turdy Team.” 

Saegertown teacher Steve Simcheck 
and Maplewood Elementary teacher 
Ed Bernacki were announcers and pro-
vided play by play for the festivities. 

Jenna Barickman, the co-president 
of Maplewood’s PTO and MES sec-
ond grade teacher Shannon Ploski 
were in charge of the event.. 

“It was fun,” Barickman said about 
the event. “It was just a community 
event that we were able to do to get our 
kids outside before the weather breaks. 
Just good family fun. Something dif-
ferent for our area.” 

All proceeds from the event were 
split among the Saegertown and Ma-
plewood’s Parent-Teacher Organiza-
tions (PTO). 

A concession stand was run by Ma-
plewood Band Boosters. The profits 
made will be used for trips, updating 

equipment, and helping repair instru-
ments. 

President of the Band Boosters, Al-
lison Mattis, says that she loved the 
event. “It was fantastic. We enjoy do-
ing the concessions because it is bene-
fiting particularly the band department 
at the high school.” 

The PTO also sold raffle tickets. 
Half of the money made from raf-
fle tickets went to the winner, David 
Price, who won $415, and the other 
half went toward the PTO funds. 

Crystal Ferry won a lottery board 
which was held by Saegertown. Ma-
plewood also had a basket raffle with 
baskets donated by the community to 
benefit the PTO. 

Saegertown rider Phil Young en-
joyed the event.“What a fun night to 
get community together, raise some 
funds for the school, and for every-
body to have a good time.” 

Although he was nervous to ride the 
donkey, he says the most memorable 
thing was when “in the meeting be-
fore the event he picked me out of all 
of them to be the one to start with the 
donkey ‘Wild Thing’.”   

‘Wild Thing’ is a donkey trained to 
buck. 

Many Saegertown students who at-
tended Donkey Basketball enjoyed it.

Ripley Kindervater said, “The don-
keys were reluctant most of the time, 
but [it was] still pretty fun. It was really 
funny watching the donkeys stop and 
the teachers falling flat on their faces 
off the donkeys. I’m glad no one got 
hurt though.” 

Bree Snyder/SHS 
(Left) Mr. Phil Young struggles to stay on his donkey. (Right) Mrs. Kelli Peters looks calm and collected during the game. 
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By Chloe Luchansky
STAFF WRITER

Every morning, millions of women 
wake up and get ready for their day, 
whether that day consists of work, 
school, or other special events.

 One of the most important aspects 
of many women’s routine is makeup. 
Products range in shade, brand - but 
most importantly, price.

 So, how much are the ladies of Sae-
gertown willing to spend to get their 
desired look? 

Big name makeup brands such as 
Tarte, Too Faced and MAC Cosmet-
ics, are significantly more expensive 
than drugstore brands like Covergirl 
and Wet n’ Wild. 

The availability of these products 
also varies. Stores like CVS and Wal-
greens carry less expensive brands, 
while higher end makeup can usually 
only be found in department stores, 
Ulta, Sephora or online. 

 Eighth graders Peytyn Bailey and 
Jillian Johnson don’t wear a lot of 
makeup on a daily basis, but when 
they go out or have something special 
planned, they have a “very extensive 
makeup routine” that includes many 
name brand products.

Bailey uses products like Benefit’s 
‘Gimme Brow’ ($24), Urban Decay’s 
‘All Nighter Setting Spray’ ($32), and 
Bare Mineral’s ‘Complexion Rescue 
Foundation’ ($32).

 These are just a few of her favor-
ites. Her total makeup collection cost 
to a whopping $706. However, she 
claims the longevity of her makeup 

makes up for the hefty price. 
Many believe that more expensive 

brands offer more benefits to compen-
sate for their price like more pigmen-
tation and natural ingredients. 

Tarte Cosmetics claims on its web-
site that its products are made from 
“natural derived & other ingredients 
designed to perform.” 

They even have a line of vegan 
friendly products. Tarte is also cruel-
ty free - meaning they do not test their 
products on animals - which draws 
many to their brand.

Higher end makeup brands also 
have limited their use of filler ingre-
dients like talc. Talc can be found 
in cheaper makeup and is known to 
cause skin irritation and breakouts.

Senior Mylena Hernandez pre-
fers brand name makeup because 
drug store brands do not have a wide 
enough shade range. 

Her favorite product is the Benefit 
‘Gimme Brow.’ 

Junior Carmen Kantz said, “Name-
brand products have better quality, but 
you can find some good products at 
the drugstore as well.”

While drugstore makeup not be for 
everyone, it is much cheaper and can 
usually get the job done. Maybelline, 
Neutrogena, and Covergirl, are highly 
promoted drugstore makeup brands. 

The cost of brand name makeup 
is significantly more than drugstore 
makeup; however, it comes down to 
what your preference is and what you 
choose to spend on what you put on 
your face. 

What do you put on your face? Student teachers join staff to learn and share talents
By Samantha Thomas
STAFF WRITER

Every year, Saegertown High 
School has the privilege of open-
ing classroom doors to Edinboro 
University’s best and brightest as-
piring teachers. 

Mr. Andrew Wolfe and Ms. 
Bryce Burrell are the latest to join 
the SHS family.

Mr. Wolfe student-taught Mr. 
Mike Brenneman’s English class-
es until March 12, when he moved 
upstairs and into Mrs. Stacey Het-
rick’s room. 

Mr. Wolfe is currently working 
on his teaching certificate to pair 
with his master’s degree in linguis-
tics. 

Ironically, Mr. Wolfe discov-
ered his passion for English while 
completing a French program. 

He always knew he wanted to 
be a teacher, but originally planned 
on music education rather than en-
glish. “I want to give kids a voice,” 
Mr. Wolfe said. 

He feels very at home at Sae-
gertown, citing the same “small 
town feel” of his hometown Co-

chranton. 
Mr. Wolfe is currently teaching 

“Julius Caesar” to three periods of 
sophomores. 

Ms. Burrell has moved on from 
SHS, but spent several weeks with 
the students of Mr. Chris Greco’s 
AP Biology and Biology classes. 

The aspiring biology teacher 
is working to obtain her master’s 
degree in middle and Secondary 
Education and a 7-12 teaching cer-
tificate. 

An Erie native, Ms. BurrelI at-

tended both General McLane and 
Fort LeBoeuf high schools. 

She also enjoys traveling, and 
has visited nine different countries 
including Spain, France, Italy and 
Mexico. She has also visited a few 
Caribbean islands. 

When she isn’t focused on her 
work, Ms. Burrell can be found at 
home with her chihuahua, Lenny.  

Ms. Burrell’s words of wisdom 
to students preparing for their fu-
ture are simple: “Find something 
that you love to do and do it.”
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Smith advances to PMEA All-State  

By Sheena Byham
SPORTS EDITOR

Jarad Higgins, better known as 
Juice WRLD, recently made waves 
in the rap community with the re-
lease of his debut album “Goodbye 
& Good Riddance.” 

The Chicago native is most fa-
mous for his hits “All Girls Are 
The Same” and “Lucid Dreams.” 

His first album focused on his 
depression, battle with addiction 
and broken relationships. 

Released in May of 2018, 
“Goodbye & Good Riddance” re-
ceived a 6.4/10 rating on Pitchfork 

but was a hit amongst fans. 
Many were skeptical about 

whether his sophomore album 
“Death Race For Love” would live 
up to the success of his first. 

“Death Race For Love” was 
another album that focused on his 
struggles in life and love. 

In his song “Robbery,” the 
20-year-old portrays his indecision 
at leaving his ex-girlfriend or stay-
ing with her: “She told me put my 
heart in the bag / And nobody gets 
hurt / Now I’m running from her 
love, I’m not fast / So I’m making 

it worse.” 
He also tackles drug addiction, 

and the emotional toll his fast-

paced lifestyle takes on him.
Through his lyrics, it is easy to 

see that Juice WRLD’s money and 
fame came at a cost. 

Unlike other rappers that en-
courage and promote drug use, he 
speaks from personal experience 
on the devastating effects it can 
have on everyday life.

In his song “Fast,” he reveals 
that while he takes drugs in an at-
tempt to “numb his pain,” he still 
feels lost and confused:  “I took 
too many pills / Molly in my cup / 
Count up the blues / Now I’m lost 

and confused.” 
His lyrics are catchy and his mel-

odies are equally as memorable. 
While I personally preferred his 

first album, the second is definitely 
worth a listen.

 Juice WRLD is the type of art-
ist who bares his heart to his fans 
through music. 

His songs are relatable and his 
music has the potential to reach a 
wide range of people. 

Although he is still in the fledg-
ling stages of his career, I can’t 
wait to see what the future holds. 

“Death Race for Love” was released on 
March 8. 

By Dustin Steiger
ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

The character Carol Danvers, 
better known as “Captain Marvel,” 
has been a powerhouse of the Mar-
vel universe for years, placing in 
the top 50 on IGN’s list of “Top 
100 Comic Book Heroes” and at 
No. 22 on their list of “Top 25 Best 
Marvel Superheroes.” 

Gifted with the abilities of su-
perhuman speed, strength, flight, 
and energy blasts, she’s without a 
doubt one of Marvel’s most pow-
erful and beloved heroes.

Recently, Carol Danvers (played 
by Brie Larson) made her first live 
appearance in the Marvel Cinemat-
ic Universe, taking the lead role in 
her solo movie “Captain Marvel.” 

Despite the comic-book char-
acter’s popularity, however, the 
movie was met with criticism even 
before its release, with people find-
ing the trailers to be substandard 
and the lead actress to be poorly 
casted. 

Though the film was set up to be 
a let down, “Captain Marvel” still 
managed to shine at the box office, 
raking in over $150 million dollars 
its opening weekend. 

Its critics consensus on Rotten 

Tomatoes currently sits at 79 per-
cent, which, compared to other 
movies in the MCU, is rather low. 

However, this score is nothing to 
sneer at, as it’s still considered by 
the site to be “Certified Fresh.”

As for myself, I thought the film 
wasn’t bad overall, though it was 
rather forgettable. 

The characters and plot seemed 
rushed, the action was rather un-
derwhelming, and the story was 
formulaic.

 However, what the film lacks in 
intensity, it makes up for in heart. 
“Captain Marvel” manages to pro-
vide its viewers with a heartwarm-
ing and empowering message, fo-
cusing on themes of inner-strength 

and becoming who you’re meant 
to be. 

The characters are funny and 
relatable, the emotional moments 
shine, and it all comes together to 
make what could’ve been a bland 
movie succeed. 

Marvel films have been known 
for their consistently exciting and 
exceptional stories, and, though 
“Captain Marvel” may not live up 
to the hype, it’s by no means a fail-
ure of a film. 

What it lacks in the typical 
grandiose thrill that most Marvel 
movies have, it makes up for in 
lightheartedness and charm, add-
ing onto the depth and lore of the 
already massive MCU. 

Juice WRLD’s sophomore effort satisfies fans 

By Sam Shelenberger
BROADCAST EDITOR 

At last week’s PMEA Region 
Chorus event, juniors Carson 
Jones, Sam Shelenberger, Oliver 
Smith and senior Madison Morgan 
auditioned and competed against 
20 other students in their vocal 
range to see who would move on 
to All-State Choir. 

Of the four SHS students who 
competed, Smith is the only one 
who will advance to states. 

“I think it’s a cool accomplish-
ment,” Smith said. “It’s neat to be 
the first person in over six years to 
go from Saegertown to go.” 

The PMEA All-State festival 
will be held from April 3-6 in Pitts-

burgh, Pa. 
There, Smith will compete 

against students from all over the 
state for first place in his respective 
section and the chance to move 
onto nationals. 

Oliver Smith will be competing at PMEA 
All-State Choir  April 3-6 in Pittsburgh. 

By Dustin Steiger 
ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR 

This weekend, the members 
of the French Creek Community 
Theatre will proudly present “The 
Wizard of Oz.” 

The cast includes Belle Snyder 
as Dorothy, Amber Burchard as 
the Wicked Witch, Zach Hansenas 
the Scarecrow, Jonathan Merritt 
as the Tinman, and Saegertown’s 
Dustin Steiger as the Lion, as well 

as Rachel White and Blake Ham-
ilton. 

“I have a blast during these 
shows,” Steiger said. “And I’m 
very excited to show everyone our 
hard work.”

The shows will be at the Maple-
wood Elementary School auditori-
um on March 29- 30 at 7 p.m. and 
on March 31 at 2 p.m. 

Tickets and more information 
can be reserved at www.fcctheatre.
com or by calling (814) 373-8892.

SHS students star in ‘Wizard of Oz’ 

www.marvel.com
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Beloved softball coach Tom Brunot leaves lasting legacy 
By Kassie Boyd
and Sheena Byham
EDITOR IN CHIEF AND SPORTS EDITOR 

The impact of Tom Brunot’s 62 
years on earth cannot be accurately 
described in a few paragraphs. 

The beloved softball coach 
touched the lives of so many peo-
ple in the Saegertown community 
and beyond. 

His kindness and guidance will 
forever be remembered by those 
lucky enough to know him.

Brunot was born April 16, 1956 
to Robert and Louise Brunot and 
passed on March 16, 2019 in his 
home following a valiant battle 
with cancer. 

He is survived by his wife, Beth 
Darcangelo, their daughter Sadie 
Brunot, and a grandson, Jacob Sut-
ter. 

In addition, Brunot was close to 
his three brothers, James, John and 
William as well as their children 
and grandchildren. 

The Saegertown alumni was a 
talented athlete who excelled in 
football, basketball and baseball. 

After high school, Brunot trav-
eled the country as an interna-
tional consultant before settling in 
Saegertown after the birth of his 
daughter. It was then that Brunot 
began coaching Saegertown soft-
ball. 

Senior Carlie Schlosser holds 
Brunot especially close to her 
heart. “Tom Brunot was the first 
coach I had that saw incredible po-
tential in me,” Schlosser said.

 “He not only taught me how to 
catch and the nuances that came 
along with it, he also taught me 
how to love and appreciate the 
game of softball.”

Schlosser credits her decision 
to play softball at Fairmont State 
University in the fall to Brunot: 
“He helped me reach my dream of 
becoming a collegiate athlete.”

Saegertown alumni Becca Siple 
looks back fondly on her time with 
Brunot. “He [Brunot] wasn’t just 
a coach to me, he was more of a 
father figure or a grandpa … He al-
ways had my back, on and off the 

field,” Siple said. 
Junior Katelyn Young said, 

“Coach Brunot was not only a 
great coach, but one of the sweetest 
people I know. He not only taught 
me how to play softball, but many 
other things. I’m grateful to have 
known him as closely as I did.” 

The Saegertown Softball Tour-
nament, held annually on Father’s 
Day weekend at Bertram Park in 
Saegertown, started 14 years ago 
by Brunot has been renamed the 
‘Tom Brunot Memorial Softball 
Tournament.’

His players are also planning  to 
planting trees formerly at his house 
on the softball field. 

Tom Brunot was loved by many 
and will forever be remembered. 
He had a strong passion for the 
sport of softball and impacted 
players at a personal level.

 “He had an impact on everyone 
he encountered, and I am and will 
always be proud to have known 
him,” Siple said. “He will forever 
be an amazing man.” contributed photo

Coach Tom Brunot will be remembered by so many Saegertown softball players he 
inspired with his wisdom and wit. 

Favorite memories with Coach Brunot:
“During the World Series team, I went in to pitch the last inning and after getting the last 

out, I ran off the field and jumped into his arms for a hug.”
- Courtney Hess 

 “He [Brunot] got to come to my signing [with Fairmont]  in November. We were getting 
our picture, and all of a sudden he pulled out a shirt from when we made the state tourna-
ment as nine and ten year olds. Straight tears came to both of our eyes. I will never forget 

that moment.”
- Carlie Schlosser

“I loved just how inspirational he was. He was never disappointed in me, even when I made 
a mistake, but he never lowered his expectations.”

- Megan Walsh




