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The Mad Hatters brings good eats to Meadville

By Kassie Boyd

Do you love restaurants like Chipotle and
Moe’s but don’t want to
make the 30minute trek up to
Erie? The Mad Hatters
Southwest Grill offers
all the same mouth watering Mexican choices
at a reasonable price.
Located on Chestnut
St. across from the
Academy Theater, The
Mad Hatters is open
from 10:30 to 9 p.m.
seven days a week.
As a devoted Moe’s
fan, I was reluctant to
stray from my comfort
zone.

EDITOR IN CHIEF

I always get my standard chicken quesadilla
with brown rice, black
beans, and sour cream
(with chips and guacamole, of course).
To my surprise, I was
able to almost perfectly
replicate my order.
If quesadillas aren’t
your cup of tea, The
Mad Hatters also offers
nachos, burritos, tacos,
bowls, stacks and even
kid’s meals.

To top off your meal,
The Mad Hatters offers
a variety of desserts like
fried ice cream and flan.
The Mad Hatters
doors have been open
for a little more than a
week, but it has already
made a big splash.
I highly recommend
taking an hour out of
your day to stop by,
enjoy some great food,
and support a local
business.

The Mad Hatters Southwest Grill is located at 272 Chestnut St., Meadville.
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Shelen-

Several movies have
been overshadowed by
the excitement and
hype leading to the release of Marvel’s
“Avengers: Endgame.”
Even though the recent
MCU effort is the talk
of the town, DC’s
“Shazam!” should not
be overlooked.
The movie follows
Billy Batson, a 14-year
old boy who has run
away from multiple
foster homes in search
of his mother who left
when he was just a toddler.
After escaping his
latest foster home, he
boards a train to leave
but is instead abducted
by a strange wizard
who needs Billy’s help
to stop Doctor Sivana, a
man empowered by the

BROADCAST DIRECTOR

seven deadly sins who
threatens to destroy the
world as we know it.
Billy is given the
powers of the wizard,
and
upon
saying
“Shazam!” he transforms into an adult with
a multitude of super
powers such as super
speed, flight, and electricity manipulation.
The film’s easy
humor can be enjoyed
by all ages. “Shazam!”
deviates from the
DCEU’s usual darkness
and grit (“Batman v.
Superman,” “The Dark
Knight” trilogy).
The characters were
lovable and easy to
connect with. I enjoyed
watching a superhero
deal with problems that
all teenagers face on top
of saving the world.
Overall, I highly recommend
giving
“Shazam!” a shot.

“Where flowers bloom, so does hope.” - Lady Bird Johnson
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PENNCREST considers eSports league

By Braeden Kantz
MANAGING EDITOR

The recent introduction of eSports into the
multi-billion
dollar
gaming industry has
revolutionized the way
the
world
views
friendly competition.
eSports tournaments
across the globe offer
millions of dollars in
prize pools.
At the April 8 school
board work session,
Superintendent Timothy Glasspool introduced the idea of
creating an eSports
team for each of the
PENNCREST
high
schools.
Although the idea
was met with some opposition from school
board members who
were concerned about
funding and what they
believed to be the detrimental effects of video
gaming, others are interested in learning
more about it.
As the news of this
proposal has spread,
students have expressed interest. Freshman
Anthony
Hernandez said, “I'd
be excited to play on a
competitive platform.
I've always been a

competitive person and
can't wait to get together with my friends
and play.”
In a survey administered by The Panther
Press, 50.7 percent of
the 69 who responded
indicated they would
be interested in participating in the eSports
program.
Proponents of the
program believe that
participants who have
never had to maintain
eligibility for sports
would be motivated to
strive for good grades
and turn in their work.
Assistant Principal
Kylene Koper said, “I
believe that an eSports
program at PENNCREST would be
great motivation for
kids to keep their
grades up to compete.”
Participants might
possibly be held to
higher eligibility standards than athletes to
ensure that the focus
remains on academics.
Games proposed for
the program include
Fortnite (which recently announced that
it would be giving
away 100 million dollars worth of prize
money in 2019 alone),
League of Legends,

Super Smash Brothers,
Hearthstone, Vainglory,
Rainbow Six Siege,
Call of Duty, Rocket
League, and Overwatch. These games
were proposed by students and have not
been vetted by the
PENNCREST School
Board. In order for a
game to be added to the
competitive
roster,
there must be enough
student interest to form
two teams.
The implementation
of the eSports program
will not be voted on for
the foreseeable future
but could make its first
appearance in PENcontributed photo
NCREST as early as The flyer above was shared by Dr. Glasspool at the April 8
the 2019-20 school school board work session.
year.
schools.
compete in online
The program would
In the beginning matchmaking through
be open for both comstages of this program, gamebattles.majorpetitive and casual
students would be al- leaguegaming.com to
players to bring tolowed to compete in hone their ability
gether students from all
friendly competition against professional
backgrounds. Competagainst teams from the eSport players.
itive practices would
other schools in the
Please note, the
occur after other varPENNCREST School PENNCREST School
sity practice to allow
District via scheduled Board must approve
athletes to become acLAN (Local Area Net- the eSports program.
tive in the program.
work) tournaments and The idea is in the exPENNCREST
meets. These competi- ploratory stages at this
School District would
tions would follow the time.
be the first district in
rules and regulations
If you have suggesthe area to vote on such
provided by eSports.
tions or input, please
a program and will unIn addition to intra- send comments to
doubtedly set an examdistrict competition, brkantzjournalism@g
ple for surrounding
participants
would mail.com.

2

The Panther Press
Friday, May 3, 2019

Opinion: Library edition

Opinion: Librarians matter

By Sheena Byham

For the past few years,
the high school and ele“Library is important because reading is mentary school have
important. It is so much better than having shared a librarian.
your face stuffed in technology all day. We
Every other day, the liwill miss not having library as often.” brary in each building is
Lorelei Sheets, fourth grade
open and staffed by a librarian. That will change
“Mrs. Litke taught me how to look up books next year if a plan proI want to read and where to find them.” posed by administration
Emily Draa, fourth grade
takes effect.
The proposal calls for
“I feel like we need a librarian in the ele- the librarian to be at the
mentary more than one day a week!”- Blake high school four days a
Hamilton, freshman
week and the elementary
school one day a week.
The library will remain
“It makes me upset. Kids already don’t have open, even on the days it
the librarian enough.” - Josh McWright,
is not staffed by a librarjunior
ian, but the responsibilities of the librarian will be
“I’m extremely disappointed. I’ve always placed on the teacher who
had a passion for libraries, and I believe li- is using the space.
brarians should be part of everyone’s educaPersonally, I believe
tion.”- Morgan Diesing, senior
that the lack of a full-time
librarian in both school
SPORTS EDITOR

Local library in danger of closing doors:
Here’s how you can help

STAFF WRITER AND DESIGN
EDITOR

The Saegertown Area
Library has been part of
the Saegertown community for 35 years, but is in
risk of shutting its doors
due to dwindling funds.
The library initial
fundraising goal was
$85,000, but local businesses and residents have
raised a substantial chunk
of the money needed.
The state has contributed 19 percent, while
the county has given
about 33 percent. The
county’s
contributing
funds will also soon be increased due to a recently
voted one-tenth mil tax

increase for libraries.
The possibility of an increase in Pennsylvania’s
minimum wage also presents a threat. The proposed four dollar increase
would put even more of a
strain on the library’s
budget.
Libby Wilson, a retired
elementary librarian and
Saegertown Area Library
board member is attempting to fundraise the estimated $50,000 more
dollars needed to keep the
library open for the next
three years.
The library is asking for
community and volunteer
participation to keep providing vital services to the
Saegertown area.
Upcoming fundraisers
include a 5k “Race and

Walk-a-Thon” on Saturday, May 11, events and
sales at the Saegertown
Garage Sale Day on Saturday, July 20, and an
“Annual Library Golf
Outing” at Venango Valley on August 17. In addition, the library plans to
hold fundraisers every
season.
The Saegertown Library is looking for volunteers to help with the
fundraisers, including
people to participate in a
dunking booth at the July
20 event.
If you’re interested in
doing your part to preserve a local gem, visit
the Saegertown Area Library Facebook page and
website for more information.

buildings is detrimental to
the learning process of
every student.
Mrs. Betty Litke, the
current librarian, is retiring at the end of this year,
and it has been announced
that her replacement will
be Mr. Mike Brenneman.
He received the position
through a bidding process
with other candidates who
were certified and had the
highest seniority. Mr.
Brenneman said, “I’d like
to make the library a place
where students want to
come to spend their time.”
He’s excited for this
new opportunity, but he
added, “I think it’s a
shame we won’t have two
librarians.”
When I was a student in
elementary school, I
learned so much from our
librarian, Ms. Columbus. I
was taught at a young age
how to research topics and

expand my critical
thinking skills. She
taught us that reading is
knowledge, and knowledge is power.
Not only did the librarian give me useful tools
that would help me later in
my education, but she also
showed me how to be creative and have an imagination.
Mrs. Libby Wilson, a
member
of
the
Saegertown
Library
board, said, “If you want a
literate population… how
can you take away the
books, the knowledge,
and the libraries?”
School board candidates discussed the issue
at the April 30 forum, and
many expressed concern
about the situation.
My solution to this
dilemma is simple: we
should have two full-time
librarians.
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Renovation reveal set for May 9

“Congress shall make no law ... abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press.”
- From the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution

Administration has discussed the
idea of only having a librarian at the
elementary one day a week next
school year. How does this make you
feel?

By Bree Snyder and
Morgan Radwick

News

By Samantha Thomas

Spearheaded by a
small group of devoted
people, the Panther Hallway renovations continue.
A big reveal is scheduled for Thursday, May 9
when members of the
PENNCREST school
board will tour the newly
refreshed space as part of
their May meeting.
The last major phase
of the project took place
on April 12-14. As part
of the United Way’s
Global Youth Service
Day, students and staff
painted the Panther hallway walls white and recontributed photo
moved the wallpaper Biology teacher Nicole Kellers works on the Panther Hallfrom the main entrance way mural.
hall on the first floor.
Many additional im- class photos blue before Kylene Koper have
provements have been rehanging them, and many plans for the fuincorporated in order to Tech Ed teacher George ture. “The goal is to have
update the Panther Hall- Nahay and his students all the wallpaper down,”
are refinishing the Koper said.
way.
wooden
benches that
“In the cafeteria,
One bright splash of
have
lined
the
hall
for
there’s
been talk about
color is the mural created
years.
having
the murals upand painted by biology
Many
people
have
dated,
but
it’s a matter of
teacher Nicole Keller
asked
what
has
become
time
and
manpower.
We
that reads “Panther
of
the
school’s
beloved
need
more
help.”
Pride.”
The next workday is
The trophy cases that panther statue that has
been
absent
since
the
scheduled
for tomorrow
were once removed from
project
began.
from
8
a.m.
- noon. All
the hall have now been
It
is
currently
being
restudents
and
staff are incleaned, returned, and
paired
by
a
taxidermist
vited.
filled, and the music
“There’s just a lot to
showcase and other dis- and will be placed in a
glass
case
that
is
being
do
and only a few people
play areas are being upmade
by
junior
Nathan
working.
The more peodated.
Art teacher Heather Barner for his Eagle ple we can get on board
to help, the more we can
Papinchak is working Scout project.
Principal
Tom
Baker
get
accomplished,”
with students to paint the
and
Assistant
Principal
Koper
said.
picture frames of the
STAFF WRITER

Congrats to Mrs. Kara Bridger on the
birth of her daughter,
Violet Peri, who joined
siblings Max and Lily on April 29.

PENNCREST board
candidates vie for votes

By Kassie Boyd

School boards make
decisions that affect the
lives of students, teachers, and community
members living within
their jurisdiction.
From taxes to curriculum, elected members
are chosen to represent
the ideals and objectives
of their constituents.
On April 30, the Panther Press hosted and
moderated a school
board candidate forum at
the Randolph Fire Hall in
Guys Mills.
Incumbents
Jeff
Brooks, Tim Brown,
Gerry Deane, Brian
Gisewhite, Luigi DeEDITOR IN CHIEF

Francesco and first-time
candidate Jennifer Davis
fielded questions from
the community about
everything from libraries
to foreign travel to job
opportunities.
If you missed your
chance to make your
voice
heard,
the
Meadville Tribune will
be hosting another forum
on May 7 at 7 p.m. in the
Saegertown High School
auditorium.
While questions from
the audience won’t be
taken live, comments can
be
emailed
to
rgreen@meadvilletribune.com
or
kgushard@meadvilletribune.com.

‘Diversified Occupations program’ opens doors for future seniors

By Amanda Crowl

For juniors narrowing
down their career paths,
navigating the local job
market can be difficult.
Bonnie Stein from the
Crawford County Career
and Technical Center
aims to make the deciSTAFF WRITER

sion easier with the Diversified Occupations
program that is designed
to ease students into the
workforce by having
them attend school part
time and work the rest of
the day.
Students must work
Monday through Friday

for at least 15 hours a
week, receive a paycheck, and provide their
own transportation.
Students will be
awarded four credits for
their participation in the
program.
To ensure that graduates are adjusting well in

the workforce, a Cooperative Education Advisor
will visit students on the
job every thirty days, and
meet with them once a
week for a forty minute
session.
“It’s a fabulous program,” Stein said. “It exposes students to things

that they would have
never been exposed to.”
The program is open to
all students in next year’s
senior class. For more information, email Bonnie
Stein at bstein@crawfordctc.org or call at
(814) 724-6024.
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Chris Greco steps into head basketball
coach position

By Kassie Boyd

A new and exciting era
in Saegertown boys basketball history has begun.
Science teacher Chris
Greco has officially been
named head coach following the retirement of longtime basketball fixture
Greg Molnar at the end of
the 2018-19 season.
With seven total years
(five at the elementary
level, two at the junior
high level) of basketball
coaching under his belt,
Greco feels confident that
he is the right man for the
job.
“I talked with my family and the other coaches
on staff to decide if I was
indeed the right fit to
apply for the position,”
Greco said.
He then interviewed,
presented his qualifications, and waited for the
formal school board announcement.
Having coached many
of his future players in
junior high, Greco instilled his personal coaching philosophy early on:

EDITOR IN CHIEF

Chris Greco

“Play
hard from the opening tip
to the final buzzer. Leave
it all on the floor, meaning
give it your best effort.”
He emphasizes the importance of teamwork,
confidence, and hard work
in leading a successful
team.
Greco also calls on students and community
members to show their
support come winter.
“There were times not too
long ago that the gym was
packed with the student
body and many from the
community. I would love
to see those nights occurring again,” Greco said.
“These players will play
with a drive and passion
that embodies this community’s hard work, moti-

vation, and dedication.”
Molnar ended his 11
season coaching career
with over 100 wins by
maintaining the loyalty
and admiration of many
former players and community members.
“He [Molnar] has been
coaching for many years
and he has had success.
He can motivate players
and help them to reach
their greatest potential,”
Greco said.
“Some of his greatest
advice is to trust in your
players, trust in the system, trust in the staff
around you and don’t let
distractions ruin your
program.”
Greco looks to the future with optimism and
fresh ideas. “I am sure
that there will be plenty
of challenges during the
long season that is high
school basketball, but it
is my goal for there to be
constant improvement. I
am looking forward to
the opportunity to lead
this team into the future
of Saegertown basketball.”

Softball ladies lead off undefeated

By Nick Archacki

The softball team has
long had a reputation for
being one of the most
successful teams in the
area.
All attention is on the
Lady Panthers as they
eye another District 10
and Region 3 title.
Standout junior Katelyn Young is having an
outstanding season both
on the mound and in the
batter’s box. Young,
who committed to
LeHigh University in
late 2018, has posted an
NEWS EDITOR

exceptional
ERA
(earned run average) of
0.24 and a batting average of .662.
Alongside
Young,
senior Courtney Hess is
has also had an impressive season pitching for
Panthers softball with
support from senior Carlie Schlosser and junior
Kaylee Mulligan in the
batter’s box.
When asked what has
made this year’s team so
successful, Coach Brian
Hanley said, “All of the
girls get along, and our
team is very confident.
We have a lot of sea-

soned veteran players on
our team and we have a
lot of young talent as we
have eight freshmen on
the roster.”
The ladies have an
overall record of 11-0
and their conference
record is 6-0, which currently leads the region in
the overall standings.
The Lady Panthers
will play again on May
7 against Cambridge
Springs.
Coverage will be
available on twitter
@PantherPressSHS and
thepantherpress.com.

For coverage of last
night’s volleyball senior
night, follow us on Twitter
at
@PantherPressSHS
Volleyball seniors:
Eli Draa
Will Phelan
Ezra Mattocks
Raef Rhoades
Seth Lang
Cami Reynolds
Claudia Fetzner

Baseball team looks towards
playoffs

By Will Phelan

As the spring sports
season draws to an end,
the Saegertown baseball
team has tallied a record
of 5-3, and their recent
win over Iroquois has
them looking to take advantage of their gradual
improvements and keep
the momentum.
Senior Wesley Price
noted that the team has
come a long way, and he
is impressed with their
development.
“Our progress is great
considering we have
only lost three games,
one of which was
close,” Price said.
“We have really
cleaned up since the beSOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR

ginning of the season.”
The squad is headed
in the right direction,
and they hope to continue growing as they
move closer to playoffs.
Standing at third in
the league, the boys still
approach each game
with determination and
an end goal in mind.
“Our main goal is to
keep winning and progressing,” Price said.
“But we hope to get
somewhere in the playoffs.”
The boys have the opportunity to keep the
victories coming in their
away game today
against Rocky Grove.
The next home game
is Monday, May 6
against Cochranton.

Heather Mook/SHS

Senior Ryan Sherry gets ready to wind up a pitch.
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Arts & Entertainment

‘Avengers: Endgame’ marks the end of an era
(Spoiler-free review)

By Dustin Steiger

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
EDITOR

For over a decade,
Marvel has been strategically putting the pieces in
place to bring their bigscreen juggernaut “The
Avengers” to a powerful
and resounding close.
Now, with the launch
of their new movie,
“Avengers: Endgame,”
it’s finally time to say
goodbye.
With the defeat at the
hands of Thanos still
fresh in their minds,
Earth’s mightiest heroes
struggle to move on with
their lives as the guilt of
loss overcomes them.
The events of “Infinity
War” have left the universe a broken, shattered
mess, with many wondering “Where do we go,
now that they’re gone?”

With little hope remaining for the fallen, the
Avengers must decide
what comes next.
“Avengers: Endgame”
has proven to be a monumental game-changer,
not only for the Marvel
Cinematic Universe, but
for cinema as a whole.
On opening weekend,
the film crushed the boxoffice sales, ranking in
over $1.2 billion, surpassing the old record
held by its predecessor,
“Avengers: Infinity War”,
which grossed $640 million globally on its opening weekend. It’s been
praised by audiences and
critics alike, with it currently holding a critic
score of 96 percent on
Rotten Tomatoes and an
audience score of 92 percent.
The film works on a

“Avengers: Endgame” was released in America on April 26.

number of levels.
It’s emotional impact
hits fast and it hits hard,
constantly reminding the
audience of what’s at
stake.
The action is exciting
and incredibly intense
without seeming too

overwhelming,
and,
though the seriousness of
the situation takes center
stage, the comedy still
manages to shine on the
sidelines.
Despite the film being
a three-hour long epic, it
never feels rushed and al-
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The
release
of
“Avengers: Endgame”
brought with it the end
of Marvel’s “Infinity
Saga,” as well as a slew
of fans and curious newcomers eager to witness
what may just be the
biggest cinematic event
of this generation.
“Endgame”
has
proven to be a worldwide phenomenon, surging past expectations
and globally dominating
the box office, with the
local audience being no
exception.
According to The
Movies at Meadville, the
theater sold 6,000 tickets
on opening weekend (including Thursday’s pre-

showing), with nearly
every
showing
of
“Endgame” completely
selling out.
Saegertown students
and staff were among
those eager viewers.
“I absolutely loved it.
It was an emotional
roller coaster,” said science teacher Phil Young.
“The writers dot the I’s
and cross the T’s, which
you need for an ending.
I had really high expectations, and it met those.
It was as good, if not
better than expected.”
His wife, Mindy Young,
even custom made
“Endgame” shirts for the
entire family.
Junior Sam Shelenberger had his own
thoughts about the
movie: “I think it was a

CNN

ways manages to thrill.
Without a doubt,
“Avengers: Endgame” is
a masterpiece of filmmaking and a powerful
finale, a dramatic and
heartfelt send off to the
characters we’ll forever
cherish and hold dear.

Locals react to ‘Avengers: Endgame’

By Dustin Steiger

3

very thrilling experience. It rivaled some of
my favorite movies.
Overall, it wasn’t my favorite film of the MCU,
but it contained some of
my favorite moments
built up over the past ten
years.”
“Endgame” was junior Nick Archacki’s first
MCU film. “I was excontributed photo
cited to see what it was
Phil Young and family sported matching Marvel t-shirts at
like, to see what all the “Avengers: Endgame.”
hype was about. Once I
caught on to it and un- that everyone was giving “But not enough to
derstood what was going it,” said senior Emmit make a good movie. It
on, I really enjoyed it. Hershelman. “I still was too predictable, and
There wasn’t a dull mo- liked it, though it was not enough.”
Whatever the case, it’s
ment in the whole three- underwhelming at best.”
“There were scenes clear that “Avengers:
hour movie.”
Others,
however, that were good, there Endgame” has left its
seemed more split on the were lines that were mark on the world and
movie. “It was ex- good, and there were el- our community, impacttremely meh. It didn’t ements that were good,” ing fans and bringing
really live up to the hype said history teacher with it the end of an era.
Richard
Rutkowski.
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