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‘The Factory’ finds new home
By Nick Archaki
NEWS EDITOR

A new chapter has begun for
Saegertown staple, The Factory
Restaurant. The local favorite,
which has been in operation for
over 25 years at the same location,
in the Knuth Custom Complex
has moved following what many
consider to be an unexpected and
hasty exit from its home at 167
Main Street.
On May 1, Alyssa Hinkle, who
has owned the restaurant since
October 2015, was notified that
she and her staff had to leave the
location within thirty days. The
news came with a whirlwind of
emotions.
“We were initially sad to hear
the news, but now we’re extremely excited due to the potential we
have,” Hinkle said.
A May 18 Facebook post confirmed the rumors that had been
swirling about the move and
shared that the restaurant would
be open all of Memorial Day
weekend, with the last day of service on Monday, May 27 at the
old location.
According to Hinkle, the new
owner of the building tore out the
parking lot, shut off the air conditioning, and cut the gas on the
weekend of May 23-25, causing
The Factory to shut down early.
“We couldn’t operate our business
because of these circumstances,
and it was very frustrating for us,”
Hinkle said.
At this time, Hinkle and friends
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are busily preparing the new location in the H&H Plaza in Saegertown next to the pharmacy,
and the restaurant is expected to
be open and operating by early to
mid-June.
The new site will offer double
the seating, double the kitchen
size, and three times the space,
according to owner Alyssa Hinkle. She also shared that plans are
in the works to offer dinners and
evening hours.
Hinkle is grateful for the community support surrounding the
move and thankful that a suitable
location was nearby. “We really
wouldn’t have had anywhere to
go,” Hinkle said. “We would’ve
lost our jobs and the restaurant.
We were very lucky to have this
opportunity.”
Hinkle shouted out to H&H Plaza owner John Hasenkopf for being “wonderful with this move.”
Many in the community expressed surprise at the move. “I’m
upset that the Factory is moving
because as a little girl,” senior
Sheena Byham said. “I’m happy
that the Factory will still be open
in a new building, but it won’t be
exactly the same.”
Hinkle is focused on the positives of the move: “I’d love to
thank everyone who has helped
us, supported us, and have been
a support system for us. We can’t
wait for the ones who have helped
us and everyone in the community
to come on the grand re-opening
day.”
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Teaching trio says ‘so long’ to Saegertown

By Bree Snyder and Morgan
Radwick
STAFF WRITER AND DESIGN EDITOR

Three members of the Saegertown High School staff will begin the next chapter of their lives
as the school year comes to a close.
Librarian Betty Litke, emotional support teacher Darlene Julio,
and learning support aide Linda
Simcheck, who will be retiring at
the end of this year, all regard their
time at Saegertown as a life-changing experience. The trio has a combined 72 years of experience in
education.
Mrs. Julio has been working
for fifteen years as an emotional
support teacher at SHS. “A lot of
people tell me they wouldn’t stay
in my position long, but I love the
classroom,” Julio said. She often
tells her students, “Don’t ever say
you’re not going to do something
because you never know where
you’re going to end up in life. So
don’t be afraid to try new things
and look at new avenues. Don’t

All three retirees have 72 combined years of experience.

limit yourself.” Although excited
to retire, Julio says that she “loves
the classroom and the kids in it.
I’m not going to miss the paperwork though!”
In her upcoming free time, Julio
plans to sleep in, enjoy the lack of
an alarm clock, and travel in the
summer time.
As Mrs. Betty Litke says goodbye, she hopes students will keep

Contributed photo

this small bit of advice: “Believe
in the best of everybody. Try to
believe and find the best. Be your
best person.”
Litke has been working with
students for twenty-six years and
has been a part of the Saegertown
staff for sixteen years. Inspired by

See RETIREES, Page 3

Where will they go?
What will they do?
Inside you will find
the scoop on the
Class of 2019!
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Seniors set to soar with
diverse career paths

“Congress shall make no law... abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press...” - From the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution

By Kassie Boyd

The hardest goodbye

EDITOR IN CHIEF

My sophomore year, I walked
into room 215 with no expectations of grandeur. I was going to
keep my head down, write a few
sports stories and maybe work my
way up to an editor position.
Everyday I watched then editor-in-chief Sydney Kightlinger
pour her heart and soul into the
Panther Press and thought “I
could never do that.” Three years
later, and here I am.
The Panther Press has evolved
from a class I was taking to fulfill
a computer credit to the greatest
love of my high school career.
Within these four walls I’ve
learned teamwork, accountability and leadership. I would need a
whole page to list every important
lesson journalism has imparted on
me, so I’ll sum it up: get comfort-

able with being uncomfortable.
You’re going to be out of your
depth for a majority of your life,
so start getting used to it as early
as possible.
I’ve worked under different editors, with new faces every year,
and I can say with complete confidence that everyone has something to offer.
My sophomore year I worked
with a kid who devoted the whole
year to writing a column about
birds (he later won an Edinboro
Award).
My current arts & entertainment editor has channeled his
love for Marvel into several
well-written reviews.
No matter what your passion there’s a place for you with the
Panther Press.
I’d like to say a special thank
you to my mentor Mrs. Hetrick

and my former journalism partner
in crime, Scout Van Cise. Both
of you have helped grow me into
the person I am today, and for that
I’m eternally grateful.
I am incredibly lucky to have
such strong women to surround
myself with.
To be honest, I’m struggling
with how to say goodbye to
something that means to much
to me., so I’ll let someone else’s
words speak for me.
A.A. Milne summed it up in his
quote “How lucky I am to have
something that makes saying
goodbye so hard.”
For those who find themselves
in journalism next school year,
please treat the paper with the
respect it deserves. If you love it
even a fraction as much as I do, I
know it’s in good hands.

Thanks for the memories
By Braeden Kantz
MANAGING EDITOR

Three years ago, I found myself
whipped into the frenzy of a newsroom with the pressure to write like I
had never written before in a setting
that I had never experienced.
At first, I viewed the paper as a
club like any other. I believed that
a small school paper was nothing
more than an activity to occupy my
time and faucet to hone my ability to
write persuasively.
I quickly learned the error in my
speculation.
By the end of the first day of
school my sophomore year, I understood that Mrs. Stacey Hetrick was
much more than the average club
advisor.
She not only was, and is, extreme-

ly passionate about the program, but
was genuinely interested in bettering her students as writers and as
citizens of the world. I could go on
for thousands of words describing
how she has helped me grow into the
adult that am today and the person
that I strive to become, but instead
I will only say, thank you for everything.
The Panther Press is far more than
words on a paper, it represents Saegertown as a whole, and no matter if
you respect it or not we have all been
impacted by it.
At first, I was drawn to the paper
by Mrs. Hetrick who ensured me
that the experience would help me
develop my leadership skills. It was,
and has been, my voice for the past
three years. I was able to accomplish
great things as a leader of the Pan-

ther Press.
As a writer I have sat on the mats
at the PIAA State championship
watching some of the country’s best
wrestlers, influenced board policy,
and facilitated the implementation
of new programs.
Regarding the rest of the faculty
and the student body of Saegertown
Jr./Sr. Highschool, I would also like
to express my deepest thanks to you.
Despite the obvious shortcomings
of an underfunded and small rural
school in Northwestern Pennsylvania, we have, in my opinion, brought
out the best in each other.
It is alongside my peers that I
forged my path and I firmly believe
without my peers and the friendly
competition I found in these great
halls, I would not be on the path that
I follow so reverently today.

Love letter to the library
Love, the librarian
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Contributed photo
Haley Motes, Samantha Evans and Kylee Higby are forgoing the four-year degree.
By Kassie Boyd
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Mrs. Litke has been tending to the SHS librarian for 16 years.

The end of another school year
is upon us. For the past sixteen
of my twenty-six PENNCREST
years, it has been a time for me
to organize the library/libraries,
make sure all the books are back
in their correct spots so they can be
located and checked-out next year,
and continue the constant search
for those new books that you want
to read.
This year is different. I am still
attempting to organize and find
perfect books, but it is also time
for me to say goodbye and pass
the library torch to the lucky person who will get THE best job in
this district!
Our libraries will see some
changes in the next year. Hopefully, these changes will provide
even more learning opportunities
and reading adventures for our students and staff. It is important that
you take advantage of the resources available in the library.
Knowledge is power and the
library is a storehouse of knowledge. Use it.
For those who think you don’t
like to read, you just have not
found the right book-YOUR book.
Search for the book you can’t
put down, that moves you to tears,

Contributed photo

that makes you angry, that makes
you want to read another book just
like it as soon as you finish the final page. It’s out there waiting for
you to pick it up. Visit the library
and keep looking!
To the students, parents, staff,
administrators, and school board
members who have supported
our PENNCREST libraries and
have fought to keep them current
and staffed, even if only part of
the time, I want to say thank you.
The library can be the hub of our
school once again. Keep up the
fight!
So I say to all of you, thanks for
the memories. Good luck in all
you do. READ ON.
“Mrs. Litke, you just won the
Library Super Bowl! What are
you going to do next?”
I’m going to Disney World!!
With that, Peace out, Saegertown!
(Mic drop)
“It is what you read when you
don’t have to that determines what
you will be when you can’t help
it.” Oscar Wilde
(From the editors of the Panther
Press: We believe that LIBRARIANS MAKE A DIFFERENCE.
Great love to you, Mrs. Litke.)

As seniors, much of our final
year is devoted to discussing college and career plans and thinking
about the nuances the future holds.
While we all spend time learning to write the college application
essay, many of us will pursue alternative education paths or jump
straight into the workforce.
Interesting lives don’t require
four-year degrees, and here are a
few seniors who are set for success.
Kylee Higby is pursuing a career
in the lucrative field of real estate.
She will begin by completing an
online certification course through
Kaplan Real Estate Education.
“Real estate is stepping out of my
comfort zone,” Higby said. “The
harder you work the more money
you make.”
She eventually plans to move
to Pittsburgh and delve into the
higher end of the housing market.
Higby was inspired by her boss at
C&S Cleaning: “He sees potential
in me and pushes me to be better,”
she said.
Haley Motes will be completing
an eight-month massage therapy

program at the Laurel Technical
Institute in Meadville.
According to Motes, the program
promises automatic job placement.
“I wanted to do this because I like
to help people out, and I’m always
down to help heal people,” Motes
said. She plans to move to a rural
area to be closer to nature and open
her own shop where she can employ her own “healing techniques.”
Samantha Evans has her eyes
on the sky for her future. She will
attend the Pittsburgh Institute of
Aeronautics to study aviation
mechanics. “I didn’t want to go
to college but I wanted to make
good money,” Evans said. “Plus
it branches off my vo-tech education.”
While she will start out working
on plane parts, she one day aims to
become a private pilot.
More and more high school students are moving away from fouryear degrees. These Saegertown
seniors (along with many more)
will take the workforce by storm.
“I’m very excited to see what the
world has in store for me,” Higby said. “Even though it’s kind of
scary, I’m not a kid anymore and
I’m ready.”

RETIREES
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

working in a church nursery at
nine years old, Litke achieved a
degree in elementary education
and added library science while
she was getting her bachelor’s degree.
She enjoys both teaching and
being a librarian. Although she
was nervous when she moved
from the elementary to the high
school, she now says, “I have the
best of both worlds because I still
enjoy high school and I still get a
chance to interact with the elementary kids.”
Litke notes that the most exciting part of her job is having stu-

dents in class whose parents she
once had when they were young.
She is excited to travel with her
family and friends and clean her
house in her newly found free
time.
Litke says she will miss being
with the people she works with
and the students she has gotten to
know.
Her most enjoyable experiences
have been watching as the people
grow. “I watched some of you in
seventh grade grow and blossom
into wonderful young men and
women,” Litke said.
For Mrs. Linda Simcheck, it’s
all about the kids. Simcheck has
been working as a support aide for
thirty-one years. She’s very understanding of all her students’ situations when she says, “Love the

Senior running star Gabe DeYoung capped
off his high school track career with two
medals at the District 10 Championship,
which was held at Slippery Rock University
on May 18. DeYoung placed eighth in both
Check us out on Twitter @PantherPressSHS the 1600 with a time of 4:45.28, and the 3200
with a time of 10:35.69. He will be running
and on Instagram
Hope College in Michigan in the Fall.
@pantherpressshs

kids. Love everybody. Not everybody’s circumstances are the same
and you have to understand that.”
In her newfound free time, Simcheck plans to spend time outdoors
with her friends and family. As
she leaves the staff of Saegertown,
she leaves her students with a bit
of advice: “Try your best. When
you get out of here, it’s what you
did here that matters.”
Assistant Principal Kylene Koper wished her best to the three retirees. “Thank you for everything
you did for us! Thank you for your
endless patience, motivation and
persistence! I wish you pleasant
days in your retirement. You are
so deserving. Enjoy your family,
friends and time. Saegertown will
not be the same next year without
you.”
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Student Council: Saturday party sweeps election,
Keller steps down as adviser

not have the funds.
EDITOR IN CHIEF
According to Oliver
Smith, this is someThe Saturday Party swept
thing next year’s ofthe student council election
ficers may consider.
on May 13, selecting AarThey also have plans
on Brown president, Oliver
to reinstate the microSmith vice president, Carson
waves in the cafeteria.
Jones secretary, and Kenny
“I thought stuKiser treasurer.
dent
council would
Two members of the Red
be
a
cool opporHot Party, Meadow Camptunity to lead the
bell and Kimmy Reisinger,
school,” Smith said.
were chosen by teachers to
Contributed Photo
“I’m looking forbe public relations coordinator Mrs. Keller has served as student council for eight years.
ward to next school
and historian respectively.
of
adviser
to
the
school.
“I
think
year.” President-elect
In addition to new officers,
it’s
important
to
develop
future
Brown
shares
Smith’s enthusiasm
the student council will also have
leaders,”
Keller
said.
“It’s
also
imfor
next
year’s
opportunities: “My
a new adviser next year. After
eight years of service, Mrs. Nicole portant to give without expecting goal in life and as president is to
anything in return. We do that a lot make people smile.” Brown promKeller is stepping down.
ises innovative changes along with
“I learned a lot about myself in student council.”
Each
year,
the
student
counlots of laughs.
while I was involved with student
cil
coordinates
events
including
At this time, there is no informacouncil,” Keller said. “I learned
homecoming
and
completes
projtion
on a new adviser, but Keller
how to make snow cones, orgaects
for
the
school.
This
year’s
hopes
it will be a smooth transinize a dance, so many things. I put
myself in a lot of new positions student council purchased a metal tion. When the news was released
sign that will be installed by the that she leaving, several past stuand became more fearless.”
dent council officers wanted to
She shared that it is time to pass office entrance.
They
had
also
looked
into
inshare their thoughts on what her
the torch to someone new, and she
stalling
cement
steps
to
the
gravel
leadership has meant to them.
noted the importance of the role
parking lot, but unfortunately did

Prom 2019: Change in venue makes for magical evening
By Chloe Luchansky

By Kassie Boyd

“One thing I will always remember about Mrs. Keller is her big heart for helping students.
She was always helping us come up with new and fun ideas for Saegertown.”
- Breana Boyd, vice president 2013-14
“Mrs. Keller, thank you for your mentorship, your dedication, and the time you sacrificed
to put towards serving and guiding student council as well as the people it serves. I may have
referred to myself as the student body’s ‘huckleberry,’ but this would not have been so without you. You have set a high standard for someone to follow.”
- Austin Brown, president 2016-17
“Mrs. Keller was so open to our ideas and gave us ways to make them happen. She made
me feel like we really had a say in what we could do as student council. She always had a big
smile on her face and made being on student council such a fun experience. She was such a
big part of many of my favorite high school memories.”
- Julia Sada, vice president 2017-18
“Mrs. Keller is a strong and compassionate woman who is always positive in even the
worst of circumstances. As an advisor, she was always happy to lend a helping hand and
brainstorm ideas with us.”
- Sheena Byham, secretary 2018-19

STAFF WRITER

Contributed Photo

Congratulations to eighth graders Camryn Trzeciak and
Brady Greco who were honored for academic achievement
by American Legion Post 205 during the Memorial Day
ceremony on May 27. They achieved high honors for the
first three grading periods of the year and had the highest
cumulative grade point average in the eighth grade. Both
students received a certificate, medallion, and a monetary
gift.
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The audiences at next school
year’s Friday night football games
will be treated to new music, new
moves, and new uniforms at halftime shows.
For the first time in over ten
years, the PENNCREST school
board has purchased new uniforms for both the instrumentalists
and the color guard.
The band’s uniforms are a light
blue, black, and white with a
streak of silver down the left side.
The bright and shiny colors allow
the band to stick out on the field.
The color guard will be donning
bedazzled blue tops with black
pants.
“I like the uniforms,” said soph-
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2019 Prom King and Queen sway on
the dance floor.

Madison Morgan were announced
king and queen. “I am honored to
have been voted for by so many
people,” Phelan said.
Junior class officer Lauren
Haylett worked with advisor Nova
Dinsmore to plan prom. Along
with other class officers, they
decked out the venue with decorations that included bouquets of
white and blue flowers, a candy
bar filled with blue and white can-

New marching band uniforms bring splash of color

Sam Shelenberger

Jake Reisinger

Features Editor

The dance floor was full, and
starlight twinkled through the
glass atrium at the Ambassador
Center in Erie during the 2019
‘Enchanted Garden’ prom on May
17.
This is the first year the prom
has been held in Erie, and most
agreed that the venue was an improvement from previous years
because it was more spacious, had
an outdoor patio area, and had a
glass ceiling.
“It just looked more like a
prom,” senior Braeden Kantz
said. “It seemed more upscale and
nice.”
The evening started with prom
guests strutting the red carpet and
stopping for a photo op before entering the dance.
They also cast their votes for
prom king and queen. Music was
provided by DJ Josh Bennett.
At 9 p.m., the ballots were tallied and seniors Will Phelan and

dies, and bundles of balloons.
Junior Kimmy Reisinger said,
“I liked the music, the DJ was really good this year. It was fun to
dance to music that my friends and
I knew.”
Music ranging from current
chart-toppers like “Old Town
Road” by Lil Nas X and throwback favorites like “Baby” by Justin Bieber got everyone out on the
dance floor.
At several points in the evening,
the guests made a circle and rallied around students including
seniors Anthony Stover and Wes
Price and junior Alex Kightlinger
while they broke it down on the
dance floor.
The night ended with the traditional “senior circle” to “Don’t
Stop Believin’” by Journey.
Prom goers left the venue with
smiles on their faces and an engraved mug as a momento. “Prom
was incredible,” said senior Mikayla Balog. “It was a great way
to end my senior year.”

STAFF WRITER

omore Haiku Peters, a fifth year
clarinet player. “They look spiffy
and they are more comfortable
than the last ones.”
The theme of the upcoming
show is “The Art of Madness.”
Band director, Jason Papinchak
and color guard instructor Robin
Oakes have many artistic ideas for
the field show.
Oakes has confirmed the idea
that three color guard members
will be using color guard rifles
painted as paint brushes. The idea
for the theme came from the music
that was chosen, “The Picture of
Dorian Grey.”
Papinchak felt he couldn’t get
the point of madness across with
the theme of Dorian Grey, so he
went with three artists: Van Gogh,
Munch, and Dali, who were all

The Panther Press
Monday June 3, 2019

5

Students and staff react to hybrid block
By Nick Archaki and Kaitlyn Kozalla
NEWS EDITOR AND FEATURES EDITOR

There are many changes coming next school year. In the 2019-20
school year, all PENNCREST schools will be implementing a hybrid
block schedule.
Changes include a regular day of seven class periods with 52 minute periods on Monday, Tuesday, and Friday. The hybrid block will be
enacted on Wednesday and Thursday, with Wednesday having periods
one, three, five and seven, and Thursday having periods two, four, six,
and WINN (What I Need Now), similar to this year’s extension and intervention.
Each period on hybrid block days will be 85 minutes long. Students
and staff have been talking about the impact of the longer class period.
Mr. Horne: “We’ll make it work. It’ll be business as usual. We’ll
still get the job done.”
Mrs. Woods: “I think it will be fabulous for higher level math
because we’ll have more time to get our lessons done. Right now,
we don’t have enough time to finish our lessons in our current period times. I’m very optimistic. I’ve always wanted a lab period for
math.”
Mr. Bradshaw: “I’m excited to be able to apply more of a fitness
geared application to health class because I’ll have more time to do
that. With the block, I will be able to apply what it means to be a
health and wellness coach. I’d like to use that time to tell students
and parents how to escape stress, anxiety, and show people how to
be healthy and teach them how to do a proper workout. I hope to
do more. I want to show how being physically active can help you
throughout your lifetime. I hope this will help me do what I’ve always wanted to do, be a better health and wellness coach.”
Dariann Beebe (eleventh grade): “I’m uncertain. I don’t really
know what to think about it, but I hope it goes well.”
Sam Hetrick (eighth grade): “I’m interested to see what it is going
to look like and how it is going to work. I wonder if it’ll help students
in their classes.”

Contributed photo
Junior Sam Shelenberger shows off
his new uniform.

considered insane. The three artists will be featured on a three sided backdrop during the show.
The band’s first parade in the
uniforms was on Memorial Day
at the American Legion Post 205.
where they performed “My Country ‘Tis of Thee” and the national
anthem.

Jameson McIntyre (eighth grade): “I don’t see the point in lowering the amount of class periods in a day from seven to eight. I’ll have
less electives to choose from.”
Ava Jones (tenth grade): “I think I’m going to fall asleep. A lot.”
Mrs. Peters: “Classes now that already have a lab are in a sort of
hybrid block schedule already. It works.”
Mr. Greco: “It’ll change some teachers teaching styles, but it’s
going to be good for the science classes.”
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Worst fashion trend?
“Feathers in the hair and dip dye.”
- Dalaney Wood
“My emo phase in eighth grade.”
- Ashley Loccisano
“High tops, silly bands and jorts on men.” Claudia Fetzner

Hey seniors! Remember
this song?

Senior Survey

Senior Survey

Most Embarrassing Moment

Favorite Teacher Quote

“Clearing the dance floor at junior prom with a single
fart.” - Eli Draa

“There’s four things I spend good money on: ketchup, toilet paper, hot dogs and

“When Ernest Ankrom got a comb stuck in his hair on
picture day in elementary school.” Courtney Hess

“C’s get degrees.” - Mr. Molnar

“In ninth grade Brenna Repko pantsed me in front of
Mylena Hernandez and Ryan Sherry at a football game.” Grace Triola
“Blowing out my ankle stepping over a railroad tie in the
school parking lot.” - Breanna Anglin
‘Driving into a ditch in front of everyone.” - Julie
Cummings

Where do you hope to be in
ten years?

insurance.” - Mr. Hayes

Most unforgettable moment

“That is a terrible idea, so just don’t do it while I’m watching.” - Mr. Nahay
“When you’re couch shopping, pick a good one
because you’ll find yourself sleeping on it often when you’re
married.” - Mr. Molnar

“Setting Ben McWright on fire in shop class on
accident.” - Seth Lang

How will you be remembered
at SHS?

“ All of Mrs. Hetrick’s classes. She taught me so many
valuable life lessons.” - Brenna Repko

“ For my involvement in theatre and as the girl with the
nice voice.” - Maddison Morgan

“Mr. Molnar because he taught many life lessons and gave good advice when
needed.” - Elizabeth Hasko

“The volleyball god with an afro.” - Will Phelan

“Mrs. Peters’ chemistry class because she taught me the most about life in college and our future careers.” - Glenn Ferry

“ Rich. No kids. No husband. Sipping pina
coladas on a private beach.” - Kassie Boyd

“Mrs. Houck’s Algebra II class because she’d slap or pinch me if I didn’t pay
attention.” - Raef Rhoades

“Living under a rock next to a rock and a sponge.” - Ben
Crowl

“AP Calc. I learned that calculus is just not for me.” - Carlie Schlosser

“Working as a CSI, solving cold cases and
murders.” - Morgan Radwick

“Mr. Hayes’ class because we learned about our rights as Americans and how
to manage our credit.” - John
Kozlowsky

“Rich in NYC with a sexy husband.” - Mikayla Balog

“Anatomy & Physiology because I can relate it to real life.” - Mykenzie
Connally
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Best throwback jam

“When a deer jumped through the cafeteria window.”
- Lydia Betts
“When Mrs. Houck wrote me up on the first day of
school.” - Eli Draa

Class you’ve learned the most in and why?
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“Boom Boom Pow by the Black Eyed Peas”
- Braeden Kantz
“Beautiful Soul by Jesse McCartney”
- Caitlin Nageotte
“It Wasn’t Me by Shaggy” - Kylee Higby
“Tik Tok by Ke$ha” - Cami Reynolds

“RBF.” - Mylena Hernandez
“Short and sweet.” - Stephanie Polach
“That girl who always cried in trig.” - Megan Walsh
“Someone who it took a long time to grow up.”
- Austin Bayer
“The kid who was obsessed with dinosaurs.” - Scott
Proper

Crocs or Birkenstocks?
“Neither. Running shoes are where it’s at.” - Gabe
DeYoung
‘Birkenstocks! They are more
comfortable and more stylish.” - Grace Triola
“Crocs because they have adventure mode.”
- Christina Fischer
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Volleyball team ends season with close game

Cami Reynolds (volleyball): “Freshman year when Mr. Houck
yelled at all of us and slammed a volleyball on the ground so
hard it bounced up and hit the ceiling.”
Brode Berger (golf): “When the team played putt-putt with
Coach Hanley.”

Softball season ends in semifinals

Carlie Schlosser (softball): “Putting open cans of cat food in
the freshman van so that it smelled bad. They didn’t know they
were there until one slid up and hit Mollie in the van.”
Brenna Repko (soccer): “When I got yellow carded because the
rep said I growled at him. I didn’t growl at him.”
Ryan Sherry (baseball): “Sophomore year when we went to states
and we had a fan bus come and watch us.”
Ben Crowl (swimming): “When we made snow angels.”
Dawson Bartholomew (wrestling): “Going to team states in tenth
grade.”

John Kozlowsky (trap shooting): “When we went to nationals
last year and we got to meet people from a lot of different states
like Texas, Minnesota, and Kentucky, Michigan, etc.”
Mylena Hernandez (cheer): “When we played hide and seek
in the auditorium, Grace and I hid lying down in the rows and
people kept walking by and couldn’t find us.”
Courtney Hess (basketball): “Sydnie Smith went to the bathroom
at Applebees so Amy Dunn and I put salt and sugar into her water.
She took a sip and asked what we put in it. She was not pleased.”
Ben McWright (football): “When I got my pads filled with Icy Hot
by Seth Lang and Kenny Dunn. I then went through practice shirtless
with the pads on. It was essentially a bath in Icy Hot.”

Stop by room 215 to see the parting gift from the seniors to their adviser. The
Panther Press logo, designed by Braeden Kantz and Kassie Boyd, is being
painted on the wall by Morgan Radwick and Bree Snyder. “I’ll never forget
the day Braeden and Kassie created it sitting at the computer in the back of
the room,” adviser Stacey Hetrick said. “It’s one of the coolest gifts I’ve ever
received, and I’m taking that piece of the wall with me when I retire.”

By Taylor Munce

many memories together
throughout the years. The
most important moment
After starting 10-0 and
for Draa was Senior night.
making the playoffs, the
“It was against McDowboys volleyball team’s
ell,
there was a lot of peoseason was cut short afple
there, the game lasted
ter a loss to the Ambridge
five
sets, and it was just a
Bridgers on Tuesday, May
Contributed Photo great atmosphere to be in,”
28. With final set scores of
Saegertown volleyball will graduate five seniors this year. Draa said.
22-25, 25-17, 22-25, 25-22,
Though the whole team,
15-6, the Panthers fell short
were many silver linings, includespecially
the seniors, wanted to
in the fifth set.
ing an electrifying win over Mcadvance
farther
in the playoffs,
A week before the boys made Dowell and an exciting win over
they
are
still
happy
with the way
it to the D10 championship where Cambridge Springs in the D10
their
season
turned
out.
they met the Meadville Bulldogs in semi-final.
“I’m happy. It was a great seaan away game.
The varsity team will be sayThe match lasted for four sets ing goodbye to a handful of out- son we did good, everybody
with scores of 25-22, 27-25, 19-25, standing seniors including star played great, it was a great year for
25-16, with the Panthers ultimately outside hitter WIll Phelan, middle me, but all of us could have played
better at the end of the season,”
losing the match.
hitter Ezra Mattocks, setter Raef
Despite the rather bleak end to Rhoades, and outside hitter Eli Mattocks said.
the nearly flawless season, there Draa. These seniors have shared

Seniors share favorite sports memories

Journalism seniors tweet their
final words of
wisdom.
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Gabe DeYoung (cross country): “The 1600 at districts my junior
year. I had a really strong finish and passed three people in the 100
meters.”

SPORTS EDITOR

By Will Phelan

SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR

Since returning from their preseason trip in Florida, the Lady
Panthers softball team had built a
perfect season, controlling their region with an 18-0 record.
The Panthers perfect streak
ended on May 23 in the District
10 semifinal game against Union
City.
After a 5-4 victory over Reynolds in the quarterfinals, the girls
didn’t think much of facing their
rivals, the Union City Bears, in
the semifinal round. “We had beat
[Union City] before, so we might
have been a little laid back coming in to the game,” senior Carlie
Schlosser said.
Two victories against the Bears
earlier in the season gave the Panthers confidence heading into the
semifinals, but they fell short with
a 7-1 loss.
Schlosser, the team’s catcher, reflected on the games against Reyn-

The Lady Panthers gather for a group photo.

olds and Union City. “You could
tell [Reynolds] had a little more
talent than we did, but we rallied
together and were able to pull off
a close win,” she said. “In the bout
against the Bears though,” Schlosser said, “We just didn’t come together at the right time.” Schlosser
will continue her softball career at
Fairmont University where she received an athletic scholarship.
The girls proved that they were
among the best from the start. They

Contributed Photo

put together an impressive season
which included an outstanding record of 18-1, and defended their
region title.
Despite an abrupt end to an
otherwise astounding season, the
girls appreciate their many successes. “Even though we didn’t
end up where we wanted to be, it
was still an amazing experience to
play with my team one last time,”
Schlosser said.
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By Claudia Fetzner
PHOTO EDITOR

Having spent so much time with
my fellow seniors in high school,
I’d like to think that I know them
pretty well. Here are my predictions for where three seniors will
be later on in life.

Gabe DeYoung
Gabe DeYoung will attend Hope
College in Michigan where he will
study math. However, the 2019
valedictorian will not stop there.
From college, he will be recruited
by NASA Headquarters in Washington D.C. as a head mathema-

People & Places

Features

Mr. Hetrick’s imparts wisdom to the seniors

Senior prophecies: A peek into the future
tician working on crazy
complicated
equations.
In his free
time, Gabe
lets down his
now
kneelength hair
that he usually keeps in a man
bun and tests the cities best vegan
restaurants. He will also make extra cash as a freelance Jesus impersonator. Due to Gabe’s concern for
the environment, he and his future
wife will not own a car and will run
everywhere. #savetheturtles

Madison Morgan
Madison Morgan will attend
Slippery Rock University for early
childhood and special education.
She will get a job at an elementary
school and become renowned for
the fantastic plays and musicals
she puts on with her students.
Through her plays, she is discovered by a talent agent and
lands a lead role in “Phantom of
the Opera.” She will become one
of Broadway’s most talented and
sought after actresses, but will never forget her roots as a teacher.

Haley Motes
Haley Motes, a free soul in high
school, will move to rural New
Mexico with her boyfriend and live
in a treehouse with their fellow Native American lodge friends. Here,
she will open an essential oils and

crystal
shop.
People
will travel
from
all over to
have their
palms read
and receive
one of Haley’s world-famous massages.
She will tend an extravagant garden where she will grow her own
food and donate the leftovers to
her town’s underprivileged population.

SHS athletes to take talents to college

I am often asked why I seem so
Buy lots of sunscreen. It’s exhappy. It’s because I am happy.
Living a full and meaningful life pensive but important.
is easy. Here are some key pointMuch of life is pretending that
ers to aid you in your journey.
you’re ready for whatever it is you
Laugh! Laugh all of the time. think you’re not ready for. So just
Find someone who makes you go for it!
laugh and spend as much time
Know your limits. Know when
with that person as possible.
others are taking advantage of
And cry! Cry occasionally. Cry- you. Know when to quit. Know
ing means you’re human, that you when to try harder. Follow your
feel things deeply and emotionally. gut when it comes to these.

Shoes are important. People
notice.
Treat the planet kindly.
Who you hang out with defines who you are. Choose your
friends wisely.
My generation has over-parented you. Take back your freedom
when/if you become a parent.
Kindness is easier than meanness. And far more rewarding.

Spend money on experiences,
Don’t be afraid to let things
go. Even people. Mostly peo- not stuff. Make more memories
Finally, you have all of the
ple. Sometimes the best thing than money.
things you need to be successful.
you can do for yourself is to love
Everything you do has a cost. Trust yourself. And as the great
yourself better than the person
American writer Henry David
Time. Spend it wisely.
you are with loves you.
Thoreau says, “To be awake is to
Sometimes you have to put off be alive.” Live your life awake!
Find someone who challenges
you to be the best you possible the person you are (today) for the
without humiliating you or making person you want to be (tomorrow).
you feel guilty.

From the Otters to States: the music department’s year in review
By Sam Shelenberger
BROADCAST DIRECTOR

The music room was buzzing last
week with excitement leading up
to Arts & Academics night, where
all of the hard work and dedication
of the past five months culminated
in the annual spring concert.
Even though the focus has been
on the department’s latest performance, the other accomplishments
throughout the year have proved to
be just as impressive.
The year started off strong with
the marching band taking home
third place in Class A at the LMBA
Championships. The win was the
climax of a strong season held by
the 20 member band.
As for the band’s next season,
the members will be sporting brand
new uniforms (see page 5) during
their show “The Art of Madness”

which will feature three artists who
were considered to be insane.
The Chamber Singers were also
extremely active this year. In December they performed the national anthem at an Erie Otters game.
They also sang Christmas songs at
the Saegertown United Methodist Church whenever Santa Claus
came to town.
At the concert Thursday night
the ensemble sang “Build Me Up,
Butter Cup” and “Who Could Ask
for Anything More?”
By far some of the biggest
achievements came from the individual students competing at
PMEA festivals. Four students
performed at district band hosted
by Meadville Area Senior High,
and two students moved on to region band that was hosted at North
East High School.

The six students who competed at district chorus traveled the
farthest seeing as the festival was
hosted by Saint Mary’s Area High
School. Four students moved on
to region chorus hosted at Clarion
High School, and from there Oliver Smith moved on to All State
Chorus.
“The year was very successful,”
said Susan James, music director.
“All of the dedication and reliability of the 124 music students has
been remarkable.”
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How to relive your childhood:
A guide to early 2000s nostalgia

By Sheena Byham
SPORTS EDITOR

Are you slightly terrified of the
‘real world’ and want desperately
to return to the days when your
only worry was waking up in time
to catch the Saturday morning
cartoons?
Unfortunately, no one has invented the time machine yet.
What we can do, however, is
spark feelings of nostalgia by
throwing it back to some of the
OG 2000s kids’ staples.
A few classic cartoons I recommend include “Danny Phantom,”
“Spongebob,” “The Fairly Oddparents,” and of course “Kim Possible.” The latter was a personal
favorite of mine. I even begged
my mom to let me dye my hair
orange.
Some of my favorite live action
shows include “Hannah Montana,” “Drake & Josh,” “Suite Life
of Zack and Cody,” and “iCarly.”
The new Disney Channel shows
can’t even begin to compare.
Our childhood had great television shows, but it was also filled
with great artists musicians. As a
child, my go-to artist was Taylor
Swift. I would have epic jam sessions in my room using my hairbrush for a microphone to sing to
“You Belong to Me,” “Mean,”
“Love Story,” and “Our Song.”

Senior Kassie Boyd loved and
still loves Taylor Swift. As a child
she saw her in concert four times.
“Taylor Swift is a family treasure,” said Boyd. “We all adore
her music and her as an artist.”
All those artists will be forever
remembered and their songs sung
verbatim.
So, we all know 2000 kids had
the best video games… sorry all
fortnite lovers. Growing up the
first Wii came about with the best
games including “Mario Kart,”
“Wii Sports,” and “Wii Play.” If
you were a real one, your whole
gang had a Nintendo DS. We
would pull out our Nintendo
DS on the bus and play with our
friends for hours.
The best PC games consisted of
“WebkinZ,” “Club Penguin,” and
“Poptropica.” During incentive
periods in elementary, my friends
and I would gather in a circle and
play all these games together.
My generation had the best video
games. End of discussion.
As we close this chapter of our
lives, it’s hard not to be at least a
little scared.
At times, I want to go back to
my childhood, pull a Peter Pan
and never grow up. Even though
we can’t actually do that, we can
still reminisce about those days
and memories by watching, listening, or playing the classics.

Our Sponsors 2018-2019
Current Student, Staff ,
Alumni Sponsor ($10):
Ashley Merritt
Mrs. Kelli Peters
Mrs. Susan James
Laeth Thomas
Bethesda Lutheran Services
Kaylee Luchansky
Scott Bidwell
Kim Shaffner
Daniel Kozalla
Avid Reader ($25):
Mr. Molnar Fan Club
The Office Ladies

Nova Dinsmore
Tim and Debbie Houck
Plaza Lanes Meadville
Nova Dinsmore
Kyle and Haley Wise
Friend of the Press ($50):
Justin Hayes
Editor’s Circle ($100):
Lost Lanes, Cambridge
David and Renee Boyd
Woodbridge Counseling

12

The Panther Press
Monday June 3, 2019

The Back Page
Seniors share stories with ‘This I Believe...”
By Sam Shelenberger
BROADCAST DIRECTOR

Each year seniors complete the “This I Believe” personal essay assignment in senior
English teacher Mr. William Hetrick’s class. They write a 500 to 600-word essay about
an experience that has changed their lives for the better.
The title of the essay is a metaphor that has an overarching theme, and some of the
seniors are very creative with their writing. Themes range from death and depression to
picking the right path for yourself or remembering that love will always win.
Below you will find the titles that express what the members of the Class of 2019 believe, and you can scan the QR codes to hear the audio recordings of Mykenzie Connally,
Hillary Twiford, Abi Larson, and Grace Triola.

Mykenzie Connally

Abi Larson

Congrats to the class of 2019 from Woodbridge Counseling! We wish you the best!

Grace Triola

Hillary Twiford

