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The 2019-2020 Homecoming Court: Abbey Passilla, Chloe Luchanski, Aaron Brown, Oliver Smith, Kaylee Mulligan, Matt Posego,
Katelyn Young, Kenny Kiser, Madison Mondi, Max Ravenscroft, Karley Price, Alex Kightlinger. Learnabout them on Pages 4-5. 

HOMECOMING 2019

Homecoming Schedule of Events
Friday, Oct. 4

6 p.m. Community tailgate and dinner in parking lot. Join Us!
6:30 p.m. Homecoming ceremony, crowning of King and Queen
8 - 11 p.m. The 5th Quarter at Common Grounds (Grotto Park)

Saturday, Oct. 5
7:30 - 10 p.m. Homecoming Dance 
$8 per person and $15 per couple

Doors open at 7:20 p.m. 
Tweet your #hoco2k19 photos

@PantherPressSHS

Follow us on Twitter @PantherPressSHS 
and Instagram at pantherpressshs.

This issue proudly sponsored by the Pantherian Key Club!

By Nick Archacki and
Meadow Campbell
MANAGING EDITOR AND
OPINION EDITOR 

The theme for this
year’s homecoming
dance is “Roaring 20s.”
The classic theme refers
to almost a century ago
where the world was a
different fashion and
style universe. 

If you’re familiar with
the 2013 film “The Great
Gatsby” the film flash-
backs to the 1920s, and
this era will be reflected
in the scenery and style
of this year’s dance.

Ticket prices have in-
creased this year, but
each will come with two
drink and snack vouch-
ers. 

National Honor Soci-
ety and Key Club will be
providing tasty treats for
students to indulge in,
free of charge. Like pre-
vious years, your 2019-

2020 Student Council
will be providing the
song selections. Addi-
tionally, a photo booth
station will be provided
for students who wish to
capture favorite memo-
ries from the event.

Student Council, Na-
tional Honor Society, and
Key Club have invested
time and resources to
make sure the dance is
one to remember. Make
sure you come out on
Saturday from 7:30 - 10
p.m. Tickets will be $8
per person and $15 per
couple. Be prepared to
look like the amazing at
this year’s homecoming
dance. 

Student Council Chroni-
cles will be included in each
issue of the Panther Press
this year, brought to you by
Student Council officers
Nick Archacki (Historian)
and Meadow Campbell
(Public Relations Coordi-
nator).

Student Council Chronicles

Have a great Homecoming!
The Saegertown High School Pantherian Key Clubmeets every Thursday morning at 7:30 a.m.All are welcome!Are you in?

By Camryn Trzeciak
STAFF WRITER

Changes have been
made to the library
schedule so that students
have more time to visit
this year. 

The library will be
open for students in the
mornings from 7:45 a.m.
until the first period bell
Tuesday, Wednesday,
and Thursday. In addi-
tion to being open all
day on Tuesdays through
Thursdays  for classes,
the library is also open
during the Lunch Plus
time and the first half of
WINN period for stu-
dents to read, check out
books, or work on proj-
ects. Students wishing to
visit the library during
Lunch Plus or WINN
can ask their teacher. 

Mr. Mike Brenneman,
who has taken over the
library this year, is en-
joying his new position. 

“I like interacting with
the students, and it is
fun,” Brenneman said.

In addition to more ac-
cess, students can expect
other changes in the fu-
ture. 

The library is in the
process of being remod-
eled, beginning with

new furniture to make it
more comfortable, and
painting the walls has
been proposed. 

According to Mr.
Brenneman, the library
is the place to be: “Come
get books and maga-
zines, or come hang
out.”

Library open for business with extended hours

contributed phto
Students filled the library during Lunch Plus on
Wednesday. 

Congratulations and
good luck to all the Home-
coming Court. To be hon-
est, congratulations to
everyone in this audito-
rium. 

You all have worked
and achieved great things
in your own way. 

Some have more mem-
ories to savor than others,
but everyone here is in the
process of creating sweet-
ness in their lives and in
the lives of that will even-
tually become rewarding
memories.

The idea of coming
home should be special
and comforting. 

After being away for
any length of time, com-
ing home is a good feel-
ing. 

I am always humbled
by the opportunity to ad-
dress the incredible com-
munity of Saegertown
High School. 

Each time is a great
feeling; a feeling of com-

ing home.
Homecoming, along

with coming home, is a
celebration of a commu-
nity. 

Many of you will move
away following gradua-
tion for various reasons;
you will be successful, and
you will enjoy your new
community or “home.” 

At key moments in your
lives, however, this home
will fill your thoughts and
your hearts.

It is then, that these mo-
ments, these memories,
and these connections you
make while you are here at
Saegertown will brighten
your bad work day or lift
your soul when it seems

things are crumbling. 
The moments created

here, especially during
Homecoming Week, will
be etched into the great
moments library of your
brain. 

Your involvement and
Saegertown pride drive
those memories. 

It may seem difficult to

fathom now, but looking
back on your time as part
of the SHS community
will be the cause of broad
smiles, deep laughs, and a
feeling of comfort.

Indulge yourself in all
that Homecoming has to
offer, and share your good
times with our commu-
nity. 

Homecoming means
more than crowning a
queen and king or attend-
ing a sporting event. 

It provides an opportu-
nity for every component
of our school to come to-
gether. 

Celebrate this school,
your friends, your class-
mates, your teammates,
your teachers, and the
staff. 

Lift one another up.
Take pride in all of the
tremendous achievements
that make Saegertown
High School an extraordi-
nary place.     

Wise words: Excerpts from Mr. Wise’s 2019 Homecoming Message

Lauren Haylett/SHS
Students celebrated Homecoming Week with blue and gold at the pep rally on Oct. 3



The Panther Press is published once a month either in
house or at the Meadville Tribune. The publicaton and its

authors have won multiple awards from organizations such
as PSPA, PNA, Pennsylvania Press Club, and the North

West Pennsylvannia Journalism Competition. The publica-
tion belongs to the Pennsylvania School Press Association

and the Journalism Education Association. 
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“Congress shall make no law... abridging the freedom of speech or of the press...” -  From the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution

By Sydnee Bowersox
and Hailee Gregor
STAFF WRITERS

“Let 5 take the number
1 girl to HOCO ‘cuz
you’re a catch.” This is
how senior Alex
Kightlinger (above)
asked senior Dayna
Woodruff to homecom-
ing under the lights at the
last home game.

Kightlinger came up
with the idea when he
overheard Woodruff and
her friends talking specif-
ically about a football
game proposal, and he
took it from there. 

Kightlinger’s advice to
any other student asking
a girl to homecoming is
to “get close with her
friends, and ask them for
help because they will
know her better, because
guys are dumb.”  

Woodruff noted that

she kind of had an idea it
was coming, but it didn’t
make it any less special:
“I was surprised and
happy. It was the first
time this has happened to
me, so it was exciting.”

She answered the pro-
posal a “yes” and a hug.

Junior Matt Nale
(below)  surprised junior
Cassidy Boylan at the Al-
legheny Invitational cross
country meet. 

He showed up with a
sign that said, “I would be
“XCited if you ran to
homecoming with me”
along with flowers and a
personalized Nike box
filled with her favorite
candy and treats.

“I didn’t ask her as her
boyfriend. I asked her as
her best friend,” Nale
said. 

Boylan said, “I was
super impressed with his
creativity.”

Hoco proposals make 
memorable moments

HOCO NO GO? The dance

contributed photo

By Josie Deeter and
Lenon Campbell
STAFF WRITERS

We surveyed 334 stu-
dents to find out who
would be, and who
would not be, attending
this year's homecoming
dance. 

Sixty-three percent
said they would be at-
tending, 26% said they
would not be attending,
and 11% said they might
be attending. 

So what will the stu-
dents be doing if they
aren’t attending the
dance? 

Many students didn’t
have an answer, but for
the ones that did, answers

varied. 
A few of the students

were going to a friend’s
house to have their own
get-togethers. 

Others plan to attend
sports events, travel, or

just spending time with
family. Of those who said
they were not planning to
attend the dance, most
said they would be going
to the homecoming game
on Friday night.

contributed photo

The Sign of the Times
There’s something different in the air at Saegertown

this year, and the Panther Press staff has caught the scent
of it. It’s pride. Our pride is growing. 

“You wish you were a Saegertown Panther” has been
a saying here for several years, but it sometimes seemed
like something was missing. Maybe we had an identity
crisis or weren’t quite really sure who we were. 

Enter the PENNCREST Pride Project; gym, hallway,
and men’s bathroom renovations; and new signage.
We’re pretty excited about it. You might even say that it
makes us a little emotional. 

Last year we saw students and staff come together to
strip wallpaper, paint, and renovate the Panther Hallway
with some help from the United Way and local profes-
sionals.

Then on July 9, something amazing happened. We
were given a sign. A huge sign that cannot be missed as
you turn up Mook Road toward the building. A sign that
announces proudly and loudly that we are Saegertown
High School. 

The new sign has become a focal point for pictures like
the one on the front page of this issue, and that means
something. 

Class of 2020, you are the first group of seniors to have
your homecoming memories captured in front of the new
sign. It’s a sign of the times in Pantherland.  

And we’re not done yet. Let’s keep rolling right
through the downstairs hallway renovation and into an-
other PENNCREST Pride Project this year. 

The Panther Press would like to officially recognize
all who contributed to last year’s projects and officially
encourage everyone else to get involved this year. 

-THE PANTHER PRESS

Paisley Mangold/SHS

Congratulations to the AP Scholars
from Saegertown for 2018-19

Oliver Smith, Kaylee Mulligan, Dayna
Woodruff, Ashley Wenzel, Max Raven-

scroft, Gabe DeYoung, Glenn Ferry, Dustin
Steiger, Will Phelan and Kassie Boyd. 
Read more about them at thepantherpress.com

Senior release has re-
turned this year in a big way
with the hybrid block
schedule. 

On Thursdays, seniors
who qualify can leave
school after sixth period at
1:40 p.m. To be eligible,
seniors must have no atten-
dance or discipline issues,
no zeroes, be passing all
classes, and not be needed
for intervention/extension
period. 

This is great for morale
and gives seniors a reason to
go above and beyond with
their behavior and academ-
ics.  

Mr. Chris Greco, who is
in charge of monitoring the
program said, “It’s going

flawlessly so far. Students
are being held accountable.” 

With that kind of en-
dorsement, why wouldn’t
we extend the privilege to
juniors?

Our sister school Maple-
wood has already made this
move. In a recent interview,
Maplewood Principal Ken
Wolfarth talked about the
positive overall benefits that
junior release has brought to
his school: “Of the 58 stu-
dents who signed up for it,
52 have earned the right to
participate.” 

Wolfarth noted that the

program encourages stu-
dents to “turn in their papers,
get to class and stay out of
trouble.” Clearly, Wolfarth
thinks the program is mak-
ing a difference at Maple-
wood. 

And the same would be
true here. Senior release has
already proven itself as a
worthy incentive at
Saegertown and our sister
school has extended it to
juniors, so I believe it is just
common sense to expand
the program. 

Principal Tom Baker is
not opposed to the idea. “We
will be having an adminis-
trative meeting to discuss
this. More to follow.” 

So stay tuned, juniors. 

Junior release may be on the way
Jake Reisinger

Staff Writer

By Nathan Campbell
MULTIMEDIA EDITOR

What songs will you
be hearing at the Home-
coming Dance? Songs
like “Truth Hurts” by
Lizzo or “Bad Guy” by
Billie Eilish are appreci-
ated, but with radio sta-
tions playing them every
hour, most people be-
lieve they’re overplayed. 

With rising social
media sites like Insta-
gram and Snapchat,
there’s no reason why
this year’s homecoming
shouldn’t have an in-
credible playlist. 

Other apps like TikTok
and VSCO have brought
undiscovered artists and
songs into the main light.

Starting with the clas-
sics Generation Z grew
up with, “Hey Ya!” by
OutKast is a well-known
song that is often over-
looked. 

Rihanna blew up dur-
ing this decade, dominat-
ing the radio for years, so
songs like “Live Your
Life” by T.I. featuring
her are a no-brainer. 

Almost any Amy
Winehouse song would
fit the “Roaring 20s”
theme with her jazz-in-
fluenced sound.  

For those who still lis-
ten to that early 2000s
emo bands, “Misery
Business” by Paramore
is something that every-
one loves to listen to, or
even the iconic “Sk8r
Boi” by Avril Lavigne.  

The song that defined
music of the 21st cen-
tury, some might say, is
“TiK ToK” by Ke$ha, a
popular song that people
would love to hear since
it relates to the app of the
same name.

Some undiscovered
songs and artists include
Conan Gray, who makes
music with a more relat-

able teenage angst than
other, more popular
artists. “Crush Culture”
is his latest breakout
song and is sure to get
people dancing, plus, it
originally broke out
through a meme.  

“Checkmate” is one of
his singles recently re-
leased that will get the
heartbreakers pumped. 

Student Council offi-
cers Meadow Campbell,
public relations coordi-
nator  and Nick Ar-
chacki, historian, are
working on the playlist
for the dance. 

“We’re incorporating a
lot of the older songs but
also incorporating top
hits,” Campbell said..
“There’s a little country,
there’s a lot of variety.” 

‘Lot of variety’ in the HOCO playlist

Youtube

Youtube



Mr. Stephen Roesch is ex-
cited to be teaching biology
and math enrichment this
year at Saegertown. He has
taught previously at nine
schools, instructing students
in grades 5-12. 

Roesch is very passionate
about teaching. He shared
that explaining things to
people makes him feel
worthwhile, and he wants to
make things meaningful or
memorable for his students. 

He believes in an ener-
getic and positive attitude
in the classroom. The rea-
soning behind
this is he
says it
makes his
students en-
gaged and
more
willing
to learn. 

Roesch’s hopes for this year
are to help his students do
their best and see what the
Panthers are really about.

Ms. Ashley Corvin is re-
placing Mrs. Papinchak for
this year in art. She comes
from Bald Eagle Jr. Sr. High
School, where she also taught
art.

She attended Edinboro
University, majoring in art
history and art, and she re-

ceived her de-
gree in art
educat ion
from Penn 

State. 
Corvin

has been
teaching
for seven
years.

So far at Saegertown, she
loves how supportive the
teachers are and how talented
the students are.  

Corvin shared that she’s
been an artist “Forever.” She
loves watercolor. 

Corvin is currently making
a colored pencil piece of the
“Adventure Time.” 

She is excited for students
to try Inktober, an internet
challenge where contestants
have different prompts every-
day that must be drawn using
ink.

New physics and science
teacher Ms. Kathryn
Thomas has taught previ-
ously at McDowell and
Union City. So far, she says
Saegertown has been her fa-
vorite because the students are
more responsible and en-

gaged. 
Ms. Thomas likes teaching

because she feels that she is
helping to make a change for
the future. Thomas wants to
plant the seed or ideas into
students’ heads.  

Before
teaching, she
worked at a
compound-
ing facility
making
custom
pharma-
ceuti-
cals. 

Her
hobbies include reading and
listening to audio books. She
enjoys watching superhero
movies and dirt track racing.
She also likes golfing. 

Over the past three years,
she has hosted a golf scram-
ble for her close friend who
died. 

She has raised $10,000 sup-
porting various charities. She
shared that her door is always
open for science questions. 

Mrs. Sydney Wehrer, for-
merly known as Ms. Pol-
lifrone, is a learning support
teacher at both the elementary
and junior high.  She grew up
and still resides in Erie. Her

hobbies are coaching softball
in Erie, reading, going shop-
ping, and playing with her
dog. She also plays video
games with her hus-
band for fun. 

She de-
scribes herself
as “creative,
caring, and
passion-
a t e . ”
We h r e r
became a
t e a c h e r
because it runs in her family. 

She is adapting well to
Saegertown: “So far, I love
how welcoming all of the stu-
dents and teachers have been.
It can be hard being a first-
year teacher and moving be-
tween two schools, but I feel
so supported by everyone.” 

She received her bachelor’s
degree in Early Childhood and
Special Education from Gan-
non University in 2016 and
her master’s in Multiple and
Severe Disabilities in 2018.
She was married on Sept. 28.
Congratulations, Mrs. Wehrer!
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Brady Greco
SPORTS EDITOR

Bob Dylan’s lyric
“Times they are A-
Changin” certainly ap-
plies to Saegertown.
New schedule, new
bleachers in the gym,
and new faces in front
of classrooms. 

One of the most chal-
lenging changes,
though,  has been the
new parking and bus sit-
uation. 

In August, the faculty
and students found out
that student drivers
would be parking in the
rear of the school while
the faculty and staff

would park near the
front office entrance. 

The changes were
made based on a traffic
study conducted by the
PENNCREST trans-
portation office this
summer. The rationale
was to lessen the con-
gestion and make entry
and exit of the parking
lots safer and more effi-
cient. 

Senior Josh Weaver
feels that it’s convenient
for him to park in the
back lot, “I am okay
with parking in the
back, because the park-
ing lot is closer to my
locker, and I can get to

class sooner.” 
Although Weaver

likes the parking situa-
tion, he added, “I hate
that the parking lot is
congested around 8 a.m.
and  that we cannot get
into school until 7:45.”

English teacher Bill
Hetrick feels that park-
ing out front is for the
better. “All of the fac-
ulty have to go through
the office, so that is one
positive this year,” Het-
rick said. He added,
“This is the safest bet.
People like to complain,
but everything is an ad-
justment.”

For bus riders, the

drop off point has been
the major change. In
previous years, students
walked up from the ele-
mentary (wherever their
bus was parked in the
line-up). 

Now the buses drop
them off directly in front

of the office entrance. 
Freshman Camryn

Tzeciak approves of the
change: “I’m pretty sat-
isfied with how the bus
riders don’t have to
stroll from the elemen-
tary school to the high
school anymore.”

Students and teachers adjust to parking and bus changes

By Josh Weaver
SPORTS EDITOR

The atmosphere of this
homecoming game is ten
times more intense than
that of a regular game. 

According to freshman
player Henry Shaffer,
“The game should be
pretty lit, pretty hype.”

Saegertown’s fan sec-
tion is always loud, but
homecoming is a differ-
ent animal. This support
will be key for the Pan-
thers as they take on the
Mercer Mustangs
tonight. 

The Mustangs current
record is 2-4, while
Saegertown remains 0-6.

Some people say that

in a homecoming game,
a record doesn't matter. 

The Panthers are hav-
ing another tough season,
one hampered by the loss
of key player and senior
captain Reese Larson,
but senior Nathan Barner
has stepped up as his re-
placement to fill the void. 

As for the rest of the
team, they are “ready to
go out and put everything
on the line for each
other” according to sen-
ior captain Alex
Kightlinger. 

The ten seniors on the
team have mixed feelings
about the game. 

Everyone is happy to
be playing in front of the
biggest crowd of the year,

but in the back of their
minds, they know this is
their last chance to win
on homecoming night.  

Coming into tonight,
both teams are on a los-
ing streak and trying to
turn things around.  

Saegertown is looking
to pick up a big win not
only for themselves, but
for the community.

“Our goal is to go out
and play football the way
we know how to play it,”
junior Jake Reisinger
said. 

The team has shown
flashes of greatness at
times this year, and they
are coming off last
week’s game where they
scored 24 points against

Cochranton.
“Play as one unit on the

field,” Coach James Wolf-
gang said. “We’ll be fine.”

Tonight’s game has

something that no other
game has during the year.
Homecoming adds extra
adrenaline to the mix. 

Panthers ready for homecoming match with Mercer

Lauren Haylett/SHS
Jacob Reisinger scores a touchdown during the game
against Cambridge on Aug. 30

contributed photo

By Nick Archacki
MANAGING EDITOR

At the beginning of the 2019 golf season, Panthers
Coach Brian Hanley had more doubt than normal for the
first time in five years. “I didn’t think we were the best
team going into the season, but that doesn’t mean I didn’t
have high hopes.”

Rising to the challenge, the Panthers took care of their
opposition this year. They won 4 of the 6 region mega-
matches and finished the season as champions by winning
their eighth consecutive Region 3 title, the most consec-
utive titles in Region 3 golf history.

Sophomore Dylan Flinchbaugh was in the hunt all sea-
son to win Region Player of the Year, but ended up just
shy, finishing runner-up to a player from Conneaut Lake.
Although Flinchbaugh didn’t win the award, both he and
Saegertown teammate Nick Archacki earned automatic
berths to the District 10 Individual Championships by fin-
ishing second and fourth in region averages. 

The Panthers weren’t the favorites to win this season,
but they showed their dominance to reign supreme once
again on the region high school golf podium. “I am proud
of the way they didn’t give up when they were tied after
two mega matches...we had good senior leadership,”
Hanley said. 

The District 10 Individual and Team Championship
will be contested today at the Meadville Country Club.
Flinchbaugh, Archacki, Andy Hasychak, Carson Jones,
and Max Fuller will represent Saegertown. If the Panthers
win districts, they’ll advance to regionals.

Flinchbaugh and Archacki will compete in the individ-
ual division also, but with one exception. The score that
Flinchbaugh and Archacki shoot today will count towards
both their team and individual scores. Today, they hold
their destiny in one round of golf, not two.

Panther golfers win eighth
consecutive region title

Four new teachers grace the halls of Saegertown

With reporting from: Nathan
Campbell, Michael DeJohn,
Sam Hetrick, JulieAnn Perry,
Lennon Campbell, Josie Deeter

By Emma Shenk
STAFF WRITER

The girls varsity Cross
Country team has not lost a
race this season. They are
on the run for the Region 3
title. “I think my varsity
girls are as good a team as
I've ever had,” Coach Bill
Hetrick said. “They are
very solid this year.” 

Hetrick currently has 33
runners on his roster, his
largest team ever. As of
press time, the varsity girls’
record is 6-0 and the boys
are 3-3.

On Oct. 1, Saegertown
hosted its only home tri-
meet with Cambridge
Springs and Cochranton.
Sam Hetrick and Paige
Fuller both came in second
place. 

“I was excited, but also
upset that I didn’t beat Eliz-
abeth Kline from Cam-
bridge,” Fuller said. 

For the ladies, key per-
formers are Paige Fuller,
Maddie Mondi, Karleigh
Steiner, Karley Price, and
Cassidy Boylan. 

Back in 2009, the girls’
varsity team went unde-

feated. Coach
Hetrick noted,
“It's been 10
years since I
had an unde-
feated team or
a Region
champion for
the girls.” 

The girls
are trying to
qualify for
States which
happens only
when you
place first or
second at Dis-
tricts, the last
weekend of
this month.

The boys’
varsity team
is led by
f r e s h m a n
Sam Hetrick
and junior
Nathan DeYoung. Hetrick
notched his first invita-
tional win on Sept. 28 at
Cochranton, and he is on
pace to be a state qualifier. 

Coach Hetrick noted that
“the boys are working
hard,” and will represent
their school proudly at Dis-

tricts.
The team’s next race,

their final tri-meet, is at
Rocky Grove (with
CASH, as well) on Oct. 8. 

The Region 3 champi-
onship invitational will be
hosted by Rocky Grove on
Oct. 19. 

Varsity girls XC running for region title

contributed photo
Sophomore Paige Fuller is the lead runner
on the girls undefeated team. The student parking lot is now in the back of the

building as part  of the many changes this year. 
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