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“They’re basically diaries, but 
you only write about the positive 
things. Instead of going ‘Wow, today 
sucked!’ You think, ‘Hmm what went 
well today?’” 

This is how junior Haiku Peters de-
scribes the journal she completes as 
an assignment for health class. 

Health teacher Pat Bradshaw has 
his students keeping gratitude jour-
nals. ”By consuming positive mate-
rials, by having students write about 
positivity, I am trying to make these 
kids see the good in their lives,” 
Bradshaw said. 

His students read  articles about 
how to be more appreciative and are 
asked questions that stimulate posi-
tivity-oriented responses. 

According to NPR, studies have 
found that giving thanks and count-
ing blessings can help people sleep 
better, lower stress, and improve in-
terpersonal relationships. 

Other studies have shown that re-
counting things you’re thankful for 
can decrease materialism and boost 
generosity. 

A 2003 study reported by Har-
vard Health Publishing comparing 

people who 
wrote posi-
tive things in 
a journal with 
people who 
wrote nega-
tives found 
that the pos-
itive group 
had optimis-
tic views long 
after the study, 
while the negative group had the op-
posite result. 

Bradshaw and his students have 
seen some positive results. Some 
students have reported that, while 
journaling daily is a hindrance, doing 
so allows them to focus on positive 
thoughts if they’re having a bad day. 

Since 2015, Bradshaw has kept 
a journal himself: ”I’ll go back and 
read about the good and bad things, 
and I’ll just reflect on those things. 
Looking back has helped me work 
through problems I’ve had to face.” 

Bradshaw also noted that while 
this time of year makes people think 
of being grateful, the practice should 
be ongoing. 

“You can be grateful all the time. 
If you consistently look for the good, 
you’ll find it.”

Gratitude journals spread positive thinking and encourage thankfulness

Mr. Bradshaw

Josie Deeter

Makayla Stevens

Xavier Dillinger

Emma Macadam

Mollie Przybrowski

Scan the QR codes to check 
out entries from 

sophomore gratitude journals. 
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W i t h 
Thanksgiv-
ing two days 
away, com-
panies are 
pushing the 
holiday sea-
son upon us. 
Most busi-
nesses start 
p r o m o t i n g 
their Christ-
mas sales be-
fore Halloween is over. 

Stores are encouraging ornaments 
and garland on us just for a profit. It 
seems that Thanksgiving is almost 
forgotten. 

Thanksgiving is the holiday that 
is meant to be spent with our friends 
and family. 

We acknowledge what we are 
grateful for and should be around the 
table with their family, not in line for 
Black Friday deals. 

The savings usually start on Thurs-
day, so it’s taking away from our 
family time. Our country was built 
on this holiday, yet we tend to forget 
about it. 

Thanksgiving was meant to be a 
time to show gratitude towards each 

other. We are leaving the true mean-
ing of it behind, so we can buy a 
twenty dollar blender. 

Thanksgiving seems to be looked 
at as just a break from school or work 
and an excuse to pig-out. 

On the other hand, some people are 
getting ready for Christmas. Junior 
Nathan Cambell said, ”I just want it 
to be Christmas already because I’ve 
already decorated and prepared my 
Kacey Musgraves holiday playlist.” 

Christmas and Thanksgiving are a 
whole month apart, so there’s no rea-
son for them to intertwine. 

It’s upsetting to find an over-
whelming amount of Christmas deco-
rations at the beginning of November 
because there aren’t any Thanksgiv-
ing decorations.  

“I like getting excited for Christ-
mas, but I feel that sometimes it starts 
too early,” sophomore Josie Deeter 
said. “By the time it comes around 
the corner I’m already tired of the 
hype.” 

Thanksgiving is a holiday, why not 
treat it like one? There is plenty of 
time to celebrate Christmas after the 
Thanksgiving feast is over. 

Why is there tinsel in my turkey?

Meadow Campbell
Opinion Editor

 
For the past 14 years the Panther Press has been an outstanding 

publication. The paper and its writers have won multiple state level 
awards. 

If there is an event in the district, be it sports or school board, there 
is almost always a reporter with our press badge there to cover it. Our 
monthly papers have been something that students look forward to 
reading, and to some young writers, it is a goal for their future.

This year the program has taken a hit. We still are doing our jobs as 
public informers, but it has been made difficult by the schedule. 

The leadership of the program, myself, Nick Archacki, and Amanda 
Crowl were all placed into a separate period from the 25 other stu-
dents in the journalism program. 

The aspiring writers who are first-year journalism students only get 
to see the people who call the shots maybe once every other week. 

The students only hear from us through our adviser or through com-
ments we make on the documents they are working on. 

It’s like trying to play a sport without the team captains there to 
inspire everyone else, or like a marching band without its drum major. 

It is possible through hard work and determination, but it is unnec-
essarily complicated.

The solution is simple. If it is desired that the Saegertown commu-
nity knows the majority of what happens in the school in a timely and 
accurate manner, then we must not allow the leadership and the staff 
of our publication to be split in the future.

   -Sam Shelenberger, Editor-In-Chief

Letter from the editor: 
The issue with the paper
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By Michael DeJohn
STAFF WRITER

PENNCREST School District 
has a newly created cyber academy 
with courses available for students 
in grades 3-12. The purpose of the 
academy is to serve students who 
may need online coursework to be 
successful.

The advantage of PENNCREST 
Cyber Academy (PCA) over other 
cybers is that students graduate with 
a PENNCREST diploma and can par-
ticipate in any extracurricular activi-
ties at their home school. 

Although the students may not be 
in a traditional public school setting, 
this doesn’t mean that they don’t take 
the PSSA exams or Keystone exams. 
They take these exams at their home 
school building. This ensures that 
they are learning what they will need 
to be college or career ready. 

Former Saegertown science teach-
er Melissa Statman is the Cyber 
Academy coordinator for secondary 
schooling, while Dr. Kelly Trenga 
manages the elementary students. 
Statman and Trenga are responsible 
for recruiting and enrolling students 

in the program. 
Statman thinks the cyber approach 

is a “different way to teach” and it’s 
“not for all learners but some stu-
dents like the flexibility that an online 
course has to offer.”

There are currently 22 full-time 
students and eleven blended students 
enrolled in the program district-wide. 
Full-time students take classes at 
home, while blended students take 
classes online and at school. “I man-
age five kids, and they can ask me 
questions anytime,” Statman said. 

Not only does the program benefit 
the students, it also provides savings 
to the district. 

According to one recent estimate 
from PENNCREST school board 
member Jeff Brooks, the program 
will save taxpayers in the district 
$100,000 this year alone and has the 
potential to achieve even greater sav-
ings in the future as more students 
take advantage of what PCA has to 
offer. 

More information about PENN-
CREST Cyber Academy can be found 
at penncrest.org or by contacting As-
sistant Superintendent Ken Newman 
at knewman@penncrest.org. 

PENNCREST Cyber Academy 
enrollment is growing

By Emma Shenk
WEBSITE EDITOR

Freshman Kylie Beck is currently 
in California competing for the title 
of National American Miss Junior 
Teen. She is the reigning Miss Penn-
sylvania Junior Teen, a title she has 
held since August 5. 

She competes through NAM (Na-
tional American Miss), an organiza-
tion she has been with since she was 
six years old. 

In 2012, Beck won Miss Pennsyl-
vania Princess and placed in the top 
ten at nationals. Then, in 2014, she 
won the Miss Pennsylvania Junior 
Preteen title, and placed second run-
ner up in the nation. 

For Beck, the major difference in 
the junior teen division is the make-
up. 

“Once you hit junior teen, you’re 
allowed to wear make-up. I’ve gotten 
used to it, but it’s kind of a struggle 
for me because I don’t wear it in my 
everyday life,” Beck said. 

The pageant has four phases: for-
mal wear, interview, introduction, 
and a final show. 

“I’ve done it so many times that 
I feel confident on stage, but at the 

same time, I can’t get caught up in the 
moment because I have to keep eye 
contact with the judges.”

The pageant will be streamed on-

line at namiss.com. The Panther 
Press will share results as they be-
come available. 

Beck seeks National Miss Junior Teen title 

contributed photo
Freshman Kylie Beck is currently in California competing for the title of  National 
American Miss Junior Teen. 

By Nick Archacki
MANAGING EDITOR

Since the re-opening of The Fac-
tory restaurant in June, the eatery 
has been extremely successful with 
the increase of space and seating at 
the new location in the H&H Market 
Place Plaza. 

Owner Alyssa Hinkle is grateful 
for the new opportunity. “It was the 
best thing that could’ve happened to 
us and the restaurant!” Hinkle said.

After re-opening, the staff had to 
adjust because of an increase in busi-
ness. 

“The first couple of weeks after we 
re-opened were crazy,” Hinkle said. 
“The support from the customers was 

amazing, and they were also very pa-
tient with us as we worked through a 
few kinks.” 

Now with the highly successful 
transition complete, The Factory is 
ready for another Saegertown first. 
The eatery plans to begin serving din-
ner starting in December. 

“We have always been intrigued 
by dinners and now being in a bigger, 
much nicer establishment, we want to 
experiment with it,” Hinkle said. “I 
think there’s a good market for it and 
I think it will go over well with the 
Saegertown community.” 

You can follow the most recent de-
velopments on their Facebook page, 
“The Factory Restaurant.”

The Factory to open for dinner
By Amanda Crowl
FEATURES EDITOR

In November 2018, The Penn-
sylvania Department of Education 
(PDE) launched the Future Ready PA 
Index. The program recognizes the 
students and schools are more than 
just a test score. 

The PDE uses a four-tier system to 
source and score all of the informa-
tion of students’ academics. 

These four categories include: 2030 
Goal Targets, Academic Growth 
Standards, Performance Standards, 
and Informational. 

These four criteria measure aca-
demic performance, student progress, 
and readiness for graduating students 

to succeed in college or a career. 
At futurereadypa.org,  you can 

view information on any school.
When looking at the statistics, 

three colors are given: blue, green, 
and red. 

Blue shows that the school met 
and/or exceeded the all-student state-
wide 2030 goals, green shows that 
the school met statewide interim or 
school target, and red shows that the 
school did not meet statewide interim 
or school target. 

The category also displays an up 
(increase over last year)  or down  
(decrease over last year) arrow.

Saegertown High School’s data 
shows green for English Language 

Arts (ELA), red for math, green in 
student progress, and blue college 
and career readiness. 

There are two sections in ELA and 
Math, percent proficient and academ-
ic growth expectations. 

In the percent proficient, a green 
arrow faced downward for ELA and 
a red arrow faced upward for math. 

For academic growth expectations, 
ELA had a green upward arrow, and 
math had a red upward arrow. 

Saegertown is improving, but there 
is still room for school-wide im-
provement. 

Principal Tom Baker said, “We 
have things we do well, and some ar-
eas we need to improve.”

Saegertown Future Ready PA Index data available
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By Meadow Campbell, Nathan 
Campbell, and Juliann Perry
OPINION EDITOR, MULITMEDIA EDITOR, PHOTO 
EDITOR

In recent years, gay-straight alli-
ances have popped up in high schools 
across the country to promote a pos-
itive atmosphere around gender and 
sexuality. 

After being approached by a group 
of interested students, administrators 
have approved the plan to create a 
pride alliance at Saegertown. 

“There is a need for a club that in-
cludes everyone,” Assistant Principal 
Kylene Koper said. “We need to do a 
better job of that.”

A gay-straight alliance (GSA) is 
not only for people who identify as 
LGBTQ+, but also for those who 
are struggling with any issue. Many 
teenagers go through forms of find-
ing identity, whether it’s emotional-
ly, sexually, romantically, or just in 
general.

Saegertown’s newly formed club 
will be called SPA, Saegertown Pride 
Alliance. The group will help those 
who need support and work to im-
prove the environment in the school 
by educating people about different 
lifestyles. 

Art teacher Ashley Corvin is the 

adviser of the club, and she em-
phasizes the inclusive nature of the 
group: “You could be supporting a 
teammate, friend, sibling, cousin, 
or anyone.” According to Corvin, a 
group like SPA can help teens feel 
more understood.

The first meeting was held Nov. 
13. “It was really nice, because peo-
ple were able to talk to each other and 
know what others are going through,” 
sophomore Amira Dempsey said. 

SPA meets every Wednesday 
during A lunch in Ms. Corvin’s room. 
Club members hope to see more peo-
ple there soon, as it’s a safe environ-
ment where all are accepted. 

Look for future SPA activities as 
this group completes the process to 
be an official Saegertown club. 

Saegertown Pride Alliance formed

edison.us

By Genny Gajdowski
STAFF WRITER

Dual enrollment is the practice of 
allowing a student to be enrolled in 
two academic institutions at once, 
usually a high school and a college. 
The credits apply both to high school 
diploma requirements and college. 

Saegertown students can take 
classes through Allegheny, Edinboro, 
Gannon, and the Northern Pennsyl-
vania Regional College (NPRC). 
Each school’s classes and subjects 
vary by semester. 

“This program opens a window for 
high school students to gain college 
credits before graduation,” guidance 
counselor Rose Watt said. 

She noted that the classes are also 
useful in preparing students for the 
college atmosphere and experience.

These programs offer students a 
significantly discounted price com-
pared to what most pay after high 
school. For example, through the 
NPRC, dual enrollment tuition for 
residents of nine NW Pennsylvania 
counties is $60/credit hour. 

According to the Pennsylvania 
College Credit Transfer System, in 
2009 students saved nearly $35.4 
million by having their transferred 

credits count towards a degree under 
the new system of dual enrollment.

Junior Sydney Zaksheske is cur-
rently taking Introduction to Ameri-
can Government and Introduction to 
Criminal Justice through the Region-
al College Initiative. 

She attends classes at the Crawford 
County Career and Technical Center 
and will receive Edinboro University 
credits.             

“I love doing something different 
instead of having the same schedule 
every day,” Zaksheske said.

 Senior Kim Reisinger has also 
taken a great number of the offered 
courses, including college composi-
tion, History Without Borders, Intro-
duction to Psychology, and the Psy-
chology of Human Development.

She is currently enrolled in a public 
speaking course through the Northern 
Pennsylvania Regional College. “I 
would recommend people to do it. It 
will definitely save me a lot of money 
in college,” Reisinger said. 

For more information on dual en-
rollment, visit the guidance office. 

contributed photo
 Senior Kim Reisinger is currently dual enrolled in a public speaking class through 
the Northern Pennsylvania Regional College. Classes at NPRC are $60 per credit for 
high school students. 

Dual Enrollment courses prepare students

By Sam Shelenberger
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

With numbers in the PENN-
CREST marching bands dwin-
dling, members of the community 
and other administrators met on 
Nov. 6 to discuss the possibility 
of combining the marching bands. 

Students, parents, and faculty 
members voiced their opinions 
about a combined PENNCREST 
competition band to Superin-
tendent Timothy Glasspool, As-
sistant Superintendent Kenneth 
Newman, and Patti Fiely, Director 
of Student Services.

A combined PENNCREST 

band was attempted in 2016 fol-
lowing cuts to the music program.

The Saegertown and Maple-
wood bands combined under the 
direction of Jamie Gardner to 
form the PENNCREST combined 
outdoor marching band ensemble 
(PENNCOPE) following the cut-
ting of three music teachers.

 “It was the best year of march-
ing band. I made lots of friends,” 
said Hannah Davis, a senior at 
Maplewood who was a part of 
PENNCOPE. “I still talk with 
my friends who were from Sae-
gertown.”

Cases were made from both 

those who wished to see a PEN-
NCREST band and those who 
wanted each band to keep their 

own. However, many agreed that 
if the bands were to combine, the 
district needs to iron out all of the 

logistics.
Another strong point that was 

made by many was the necessity 
for the band to grow as a whole. 

“You cannot grow a marching 
band program without growing 
the elementary band program and 
without growing the concert band 
program,” said Patrick Baldwin, 
music teacher at Maplewood El-
ementary.

 “We need to do an overhaul of 
all of the music programs in each 
of the schools. We need more 
staff. We need more funding,” 
Baldwin said. 

contributed photo
 PENNCREST administrators met with members of the community on Nov. 6 to 
discuss the future of the music program.

PENNCREST community meets to discuss marching band and music program
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Paper report cards out at PENNCREST
By Autumn Atkins
STAFF WRITER

The third annual induction ceremo-
ny for the National Technical Honor 
Society at Crawford County Career 
and Technical Center was held on 
Oct. 30. 

The National Technical Honor So-
ciety is a program dedicated to giving 
scholarships and acknowledgment to 
career-ready students enrolled in a 
vocational school or major. 

Seven Saegertown seniors were 
inducted: Benjamin Burger, Hannah 
Manross, Elizabeth Morris, Aurora 
Phillips, Hailey Ruhl, Megan Se-
novich, and Aaron Tomcho. 

“These students have made a com-
mitment to their career and technical 
education, and will continue to be 
leaders in their classrooms and in 
their communities,” said Mrs. Julie 
Vavreck, the advisor of the CCCTC 
chapter of NTHS. 

NTHS candidates must have a 95% 
or better grade point average, regu-

lar attendance, the drive to succeed, 
leadership capabilities, and a recom-
mendation from their instructor to be 
considered for induction.

At the Nov. 14 school board meet-
ing, the new honor society members’ 
names were read, and they were con-
gratulated by Superintendent Tim-
othy Glasspool and the board mem-

bers. All together, PENNCREST had 
12 students inducted at the Oct. 30 
ceremony. 

Assistant Principal Kylene Koper 
is proud of their achievement: “It’s 
an honor to have so many of our stu-
dents recognized and see them excel 
in the areas of interest that will lead to 
successful careers.” 

Seven seniors inducted into Technical Honor Society

contributed photo
 Seven Saegertown seniors were honored at the Career Center on Oct. 30.

By Brennen McWright
STAFF WRITER

 For many years, parents and 
guardians of PENNCREST stu-
dents have received paper report 
cards at the end of each grading 
period. This year is different. 

As part of the transition to Pow-
erSchool, the new information 
management system, paper report 
cards will no longer be issued.

The administration team at PEN-
NCREST recently announced that 
the change would be made because 
of PowerSchool’s ability to com-
municate grades to parents and 
guardians. According to Principal 
Tom Baker, final grades for the 
first grading period can now be 
viewed on PowerSchool.

This decision has received mixed 
reviews from parents and students.

“The printed report card is more 
than just a piece of paper. Parents 
hang them on the refrigerator, kids 
show them to their grandparents, 

and I don’t believe all parents are 
looking at PowerSchool the way 
we think they are,” said Bill Het-
rick, English teacher and parent of 
two Saegertown students. 

Freshman Brady Greco agreed: 
“My sister and I share our report 
cards with our grandparents. They 
love seeing our grades.” 

Others don’t mind the change: 
“[It] means I don’t have to show 
my parents the piece of paper,” 
freshman Sydnee Bowersox said. 
“I know they’ll see my grades on-
line.”

A Nov. 11 letter from the PEN-
NCREST administrative team stat-
ed, “We acknowledge that the up-
grade to PowerSchool has proven 
to be challenging… we have been 
working daily with PowerSchool 
programmers.” 

According to Mr. Baker, one of 
the challenges of the new system 
has been the transition from one 
report card system to another. 

MEADVILLE TRIBUNE

HARBORCREEK TOWN-
SHIP, Erie County — Four Sae-
gertown Junior-Senior High 
School students are headed to 
Pennsylvania School Press Asso-
ciation state finals.

For local high school journal-
ists, the quest to become a state 
champion commenced once again 
when the PSPA opened its sixth 
annual regional Student Journal-
ism Contests (SJCs) on Oct. 18 
at Penn State Erie, The Behrend 
College. Some 120 journalism 
students and advisers from north-
west Pennsylvania traveled to 
Behrend for a morning of learning 
and competition.

Saegertown’s Sam Shelenberg-
er, Paisley Mangold, Josie Deeter 
and Dayna Woodruff each earned 
a trip to the state finals at Penn 

State’s University Park campus on 
March 25.

Shelenberger finished in a 
tie with Justin Wesmiller, Zack 
Yeager and Meghan Longo of 
McDowell High School in the 
“Broadcast Carry-In Feature 
Package” category.

Mangold won the “Editorial 
Cartoon” category, Deeter won 
“Literary Magazine Stand-Alone 
Artwork” and Woodruff won 
“Yearbook Copy Writing.”

“I’m always proud to have jour-
nalists qualify for states,” said Sta-
cey Hetrick, who is the adviser for 
Saegertown High’s student news-
paper, The Panther Press, among 
other English and journalism roles 
at the high school. 

“Our regional competition in 
Erie is the largest one in the state 
right now, so the competition is 
fierce. The students who qualified 

will be working hard all year to 
grow their skills and make their 
mark at finals.” 

The other finalists from the 
northwest Pennsylvania region 
attend McDowell, Fort LeBoeuf, 
General McLane and North East 
high schools.

This was Saegertown’s fourth 
consecutive year competing in the 
PSPA regional SJCs. In 2018, Sae-
gertown had two students place 
first in the state: Hillary Twiford 
for a feature story and Paula Sta-
chuletz for an editorial cartoon.  

At each of the eight regional 
SJCs throughout Pennsylvania, 
judges evaluate students’ journal-
istic work produced for on-site 
and carry-in contests in newspa-
per, yearbook, literary magazine 
and broadcast categories. PSPA 
invites regional winners in each 
category to attend the state finals.

Each SJC also involves educa-
tional workshops for student par-
ticipants. This year’s theme was 
“Integrity: Media in its best form.”

Erie photographer and Penn 
State Behrend Lecturer Rob Frank 
discussed thinking outside the box 
in photojournalism in the morning 
keynote session. 

Students and teachers also at-
tended a panel discussion with 
college journalists from the Beh-
rend Beacon, PSB-TV, Winter-
green Media Productions and 
BVZ Radio, moderated by PSB 
Lecturer Karrie Bowen.

“Our competition keeps grow-
ing each year,” said Hetrick, who 
also serves as contest organizer 
and a PSPA board member. “We 
are thankful to Penn State Behrend 
for providing top-level speakers as 
well as a beautiful space for our 
regional competition for the past 

five years.” 
The PSPA originated in 1925 

and stands as one of the oldest 
scholastic journalistic organiza-
tions in the country.

This story has been reprinted with 
permission from the Meadville Tribune 
It was originally published Nov. 22.  

Students headed to state School Press Association finals

Dayna Woodruff
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By Josh Weaver and Sydnee 
Bowersox
SPORTS EDITOR AND SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR

If you have never been to a gym 
where you are met with an enthu-
siastic mass of people dressed up 
in school colors, now may be your 
chance. 

In recent years, there has been an 
emphasis placed on trying to grow 
Saegertown’s school spirit. This year, 
the effort has been spearheaded by 
the creation of the Panther Pit, a spe-
cial section of bleachers designated 
specifically for the superfans. 

For many years, superfans have 
come out in droves to support all 
sporting events in the gym. They 
show up clad in extravagant costumes 
and chant loudly to jar the opponents. 

As this year has rolled on, the sec-
tion is picking up steam, most nota-
bly with large turnouts in support of 
the girls’ volleyball team.  

Athletes from across the school 
have expressed their delight with the 
newly named official fan section. “I 
am happy we finally have an actual 
student section. It adds more energy 
to the room that we don’t experience 
in too many other places,” senior vol-
leyball player Kaylee Mulligan said. 

The idea for naming the section 
came from first-year varsity basket-

ball coach Chris Greco. 
He approached the multimedia 

class about creating a banner, and that 
effort was led by sophomore Hunter 
Wright. Coach Greco also designed 
the official Panther Pit t-shirt that 
students can wear as part of theme 
nights in the gym. 

The shirts are $10 and can be pur-
chased anytime in Mr. Greco’s room. 
Greco noted that he was inspired to 
undertake this project after he attend-
ed a white-out football game at Penn 
State. 

“My goals for the project are to 
encourage school spirit and unite all 
the superfans under one title and ban-
ner,” Greco said. 

contributed photo
Superfans will gather in the newly named Panther Pit section to cheer on teams. 

Panther Pit puts pride on display

Panther Pit shirts are available in Mr. 
Greco’s room for $10. 

By Michael DeJohn
STAFF WRITER

First-year boys varsity basketball 
coach Chris Greco is eager for the 
upcoming season to begin. He took 
over the program from English teach-
er Greg Molnar, who retired after 11 
seasons at the helm. 

Greco has been coaching basket-
ball at all levels for the past eight 
years, working his way up from 
third grade to junior high, which he 
coached last year, as well as coaching 
girls’ junior high basketball for two 
years at Maplewood.

The team has already been training 
for quite some time. “I am very excit-
ed to get the season started. We have 
been playing together since June,” 
Greco said. 

The players are hopeful for a good 
year. “I have high expectations for 

this season. I would like to make 
the playoffs and get through the first 
round,” junior Logan Ingram said. 
The players are excited about having 
a new coach and a new system to play 
under. 

Greco’s goals for this season are 
simple; they include bringing a pos-
itive attitude and effort to every prac-
tice. 

He also stressed that it is important 
for the players to trust one another, 
trust their coaches, and have faith in 
their own abilities. 

“We will sit down as a team early 
in the season to develop goals. I have 
several, but I want to hear of theirs 
first, without giving them hints,” 
Greco said. 

Although coaching may seem fair-
ly simple, there are many challenges 
thrown at the coaches throughout a 
season. 

”The big-
gest challenge 
is developing 
c h e m i s t r y 
and to get the 
team to trust 
one another,” 
Greco said.

As for the 
seniors, they 
are excited to 
begin their fi-
nal high school season. “I feel great, I 
have a lot of faith for the guys coming 
up, this year will be fun,” senior Na-
than Barner said. 

The team will be in action on 
Thursday, Dec. 12 in a non-region 
contest against Tidioute Charter at 
home, and the first region game will 
be home against Eisenhower on Dec. 
17.

 Coach Greco prepares for first varsity basketball season

Coach Chris Greco

              
By Nathan Samuels
STAFF WRITER

     As the regular season quickly 
approaches, the varsity girls are 
looking to remain competitive in 
Region 3. 
    Last year, they finished with 
a 13-14 record and said goodbye 
to seniors Carlie Schlosser and 
Courtney Hess.
    This year, the team includes 
seniors Katelyn Young and 
Kaylee Mulligan, and juniors 
Ava Jones, Ella Nicholson, 
Landis Crawford, Emily Dunn, 
and Sydnie Smith. There is also a 
talented underclassmen group. 
    With a strong core, the ladies 
are preparing to make a deep run 
into the playoffs this year. 
“It’s a fun group of girls, practic-
es are really fun, I’m excited for 
this year,” Nicholson said.
   According to team members, 
the goal for this season is to win 

in the playoffs. 
“We just want to be number 
one in the region and win the 
D10 championship,” sophomore 
Mollie Pryzbrowski said. “We 

seem to bond well on and off 
the court, so it should be a good 
season.”  
    The first game is home against 
Eisenhower on Tuesday, Dec.10. 

Lady Panthers have a strong core of leadership                

file photo 
The Lady Panthers will be led by seniors Katelyn Young and Kaylee Mulligan 
this season. Home opener is Dec. 10 against Eisenhower. 
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By Josh Weaver
 SPORTS EDITOR

The Pennsylvania Game Commis-
sion is scrapping the 60-year tradition 
of rifle season’s opening day starting 
the Monday after Thanksgiving. 

In its first year since the voting 
passed, the first day of rifle season 
will now begin on the Saturday fol-
lowing Thanksgiving. 

This change adds an extra day to 
the two week season, which consists 
of the first week being only antlered 
deer, and the following being both 
antlered and antlerless. 

With the additional day, hunters 
are adjusting their schedule to pre-
pare for the year. “It’s nice, fami-
lies can go and get ready on Friday 
and hunt till Monday,” junior Dixie 
Kindervater said. 

Many people have voiced their 
approval of this change because the 
extra day allows people to hunt the 
first day of rifle - even if they can’t 
get that day off work. 

Hunting in general is about to ex-
perience a change that it has been 

talked about for years. 
As of November 18, a bill is sitting 

on Governor Wolf’s desk awaiting 
his signature. This bill would allow 
Sunday hunting for the first time 
since the 19th century. 

Senate voted on the bill and passed 
it with a 38-11 vote. The bill allows 
for one day of Sunday hunting in ar-
chery season, one day in rifle season, 
and another day selected by the game 
commission. 

While both Ohio and New York 
allow Sunday hunting all year, Penn-
sylvania is making its first push to-
wards this new tradition. 

The hunting community seems to 
be happy with this change, as many 
opinions expressed have been posi-
tive. 

“When you look around, hunting 
license sales are down,” gym teach-
er and avid hunter Mr. Wayne Lloyd 
said, “So why not allow Sunday 
hunting, better yet, go all the way and 
allow Sunday hunting all year round 
instead of just those three days.”

Big changes to a lasting tradition;
Rifle season to begin on Saturday

contributed photo
 Sophomore Josh Snyder bagged this seven-point on Oct. 5 
near Guys Mills. This was Snyder’s fourth deer of his hunting 
career. He previously shot two bucks and one doe.  

contributed photo
Mr. Chris Brocious shot this nine-point on Nov. 6 on his 
property in Cussewago Township. This is his second year in 
a row shooting a nine-point  in archery season. 

By Theama Scott
STAFF WRITER 

The Panther wrestling team has 
high expectations as they enter the 
new season with a very talented veter-
an lineup. The upperclassman-heavy 
team sports eight seniors, all ready to 
take on the competition. 

Senior Kenny Kiser, a standout 
wrestler for the Panthers and run-
ner-up at states last year, is optimis-
tic. “I know that we can be one of 
the top teams in the district, we are a 
tough team and aren’t afraid to wres-
tle anyone,” Kiser said. 

He is hoping for a great last sea-
son as a Saegertown Panther before 
he goes on to wrestle for West Point 
after graduation. 

Coach Jim Mulligan has the inten-
tion of winning regionals and hav-
ing the team qualify for state duals. 
“This group of kids I have high ex-
pectations for. Every day they show 
improvement and put the work in,” 
Mulligan said.

The Panthers set 
the bar right where 
it was last year, with 
hopes to start by 
making the district 
duals.

Senior Alex Ki-
ghtlinger, a return-
ing state qualifier, 
is striving for even 
greater achieve-
ments. “I would 
really like for us to 
win sections and the 
region, but mainly I 
want to win the re-
gion as a team,” he 
said. 

The season be-
gins on Dec. 11 
in a match against 
Corry. “It will be a 
tough one, but we’ll 
wrestle tough,” Kiser said. 

Coach Mulligan agrees: “Corry is a 
big match coming right out the gate, 
we are bringing our whole team back.  

I truly believe we have out worked 
them, and we have a very tough 
group of kids.”

VARSITY WRESTLING SQUAD SETS 
BIG GOALS FOR SEASON

file photo 
Senior Kenny Kiser  (shown here in Hershey last year )
hopes to return to the state finals this year.

By Brady Greco
SPORTS EDITOR

     For the past few years, there’s 
been a decline in students across 
the district who are interested in 
bowling competitively for local 
high school teams. 
    Despite this challenge, 
PENNCREST still finds a way to 
be a driving force in the Ven-Craw 
bowling league.   
    While last year Saegertown 
bowlers were part of the 
Cambridge Springs team, this 
year Saegertown, Cambridge, and 
Maplewood have come together to 
create the PENNCREST bowling 
team.
    The members of this year’s 
team are Nick Archacki from 
Saegertown, Julia Kingsley, 
Jasmine Walker, Callum York, 
Michael McElheinny, Jake Moyer, 
and Trent Dailey from Cambridge, 

and Issac Heim, Weiss Heim, and 
Wyatt Heim from Maplewood.
    Coach Natalie Hanks believes 
the bowlers can have another win-
ning season. “My goal is for us to 
win the title again, but in order to 
do that, spares are a must for us. If 
you can’t make your spares, you 
can’t be successful,” Hanks said.
    After the first two match-
es,   PENNCREST is in the lead 
over 17 other teams in the Ven-
Craw league which include teams 
from Meadville, Conneaut Lake, 
Cranberry, Oil City, and Franklin.    
    On Nov. 10, at Lost Lanes in 
Cambridge Springs, they placed 
second; and they took first at 
Seneca Lanes in Cranberry on Nov. 
17.
Nick Archacki is leading the indi-
vidual standings with an average 
of 241.25 after four games with 
games of 267, 228, 225, and 245. 

PENNCREST bowling update
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ByTheama Scott 
and Hailee Gregor
STAFF WRITERS

Being a teacher means getting up 
early, dealing with kids from a range 
of ages with various maturity levels, 
and academic levels, and having les-
son plans that need to be strictly fol-
lowed. 

For Mr. Brad Wise, his years of ex-
perience have made his day at school 
a lot easier.

He begins his day teaching eighth 
grade ELA. His second period is ac-
ademic enrichment, which is used to 
prepare students for higher education.

He then gets a break from teaching 
during third period due to his plan 
period, then he finishes off the day 
with fifth and sixth period ELA and 
language arts seventh grade during 
seventh period.  

“I have different goals for each 
class to make sure that all my class-
es are where they need to be at the 
end of the year,” Wise said. “I want 
my students to exceed and become a 

well-rounded, caring and respectful 
young person who learned how to 
think, articulate, and write along the 
way.”

Commenting on the structure of 
his day, Wise said: “Transitioning 
from each class has its own identity 
and flow, it all depends on the group 
I have coming in and leaving. Classes 
will always be different because just 
as in life people are different.” 

He noted that this diversity requires 
him to change his approach through-
out the day: “My classes mirror that 
and each have their own personalities 
which brings out my multiple person-

alities. Each period is a new group, 
and a new style of teaching.”

At the end of the day, teaching 
leaves Mr. Wise feeling optimistic 
about humanity: “People are unique, 
amazing and just simply awesome.”

Five Fast Facts about Mr. Wise:

1. He has been teaching at Sae-
gertown Junior Senior High School 
for 28 years. 

2. He was a sports writer for the 
Meadville Tribune.

3. He taught at George Junior Re-
public (an alternative ed school near 
Grove City) before he came to Sae-
gertown. 

4. He says the best part about 
teaching is interacting with the stu-
dents and seeing the light bulb come 
on when a student “gets it.”

5. He says the worst part about 
teaching is the outside forces that 
must be dealt with, like new pro-
grams and initiatives. They can make 
teaching harder. 

A day in the life of: Mr. Brad Wise

By Camryn Trzeciak and
Sydnee Bowersox
PANTHER PAW AND SOCIAL MEDIA EDITORS

At the Nov. 14 school board meet-
ing, additional  bleachers were ap-
proved for the end section of the gym, 
and the floor will be resurfaced. 

Concerning the need for more 
bleachers, PENNCREST Director of 
Facilities and Transportation David 
Dickson said, “We revisited the orig-
inal project and decided to add that 
section back in this summer.”

During the summer of 2020, 260 
seats will be added to the gym. The 
gym floor will also be sanded down, 
and graphics will be installed. 

The new bleachers will cost 
$46,380.00 according to the contract 
signed with C.M. Eichenlaub of Pitts-
burgh. 

The floor re-
surfacing will be 
$30,880, with the 
work being com-
pleted by Tom 
Brown Perfor-
mance Floors, Inc. 
of Lawrence, Pa. 

The funding 
comes from the 
capital expendi-
tures budget for 
the district, which 
has funded other 
projects that are 
fixed roughly ev-
ery 20-30 years. 

The work 
should be com-
pleted by the start 
of the 2020-2021 
school year. 

More gym renovations coming in 2020

Sydnee Bowersox/SHS
Next summer, the rock wall will be replaced with a new set 
of bleachers that have 26 seats. 

Autumn Atkins/SHS
Seventh graders Jazlynn Oswald, Alayna Nale, Lillian Oakes, Raya Schlosser, Alexis 
Frye, and Kaylee Reynolds performed at the Variety Show on Nov. 22 at CSHS. 

VARIETY SHOW COMING DEC 4
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By Sam Shelenberger
EDITOR IN CHIEF

With streaming giants such as Hulu 
and Netflix having so much populari-
ty, a new competitor has stepped into 
the limelight, and it is backed with 
years of nostalgia. 

On Nov. 12, Disney released its 
new streaming service, “Disney+.” 
Will it be worth it?

With all of the properties owned by 
Disney, there is something for every-
one to love on the app. 

It includes all of the classic mov-
ies, cartoons, and shows from our 
childhoods. It has all of the Star 
Wars, Marvel, and Pixar movies, as 
well as other content from National 
Geographic. 

On top of the movies we know and 
love, there are multiple original series 
and movies that have been released 
and are in the works, such as a live 
action “Lady and the Tramp” and a 
Star Wars spin-off “The Mandalori-
an.” Marvel fans are looking forward 
to spin-offs such as “The Falcon and 

the Winter Soldier” and “Loki.”
From a design standpoint, the 

app is well designed. You can sort 
the content by franchise, and from 
there you can find categories such as 
“Disney Channel Originals” or even 
“Darth Vader.” Its compatible to cast 
to any casting device such as Apple 
TV or Google Chromecast, and any 
smart TV. 

The best part: it’s only $7 a month. 
That’s half the price of Netflix and 
Hulu. 

You can create up to 7 different 
profiles, and you can stream from 
four devices at one time. Disney+ 
gives a cheap and easy way to relive 
all the classic shows and movies that 
we grew up with, and it is definitely 
worth it.

Disney+ adds a new way 
to relive our childhoods

variety.com

By Meadow Campbell
OPINION EDITOR

After six years of waiting for the 
sequel to a modern Disney classic, it 
is finally here. The highly anticipated 
follow-up to one of the best movies 
of this decade, “Frozen 2” was re-
leased on November 22. 

After hearing a tale told by her 
father about a dispute between the 
people of Arendelle and the tribes of 
a magical forest, Elsa starts to won-
der about the secret powers the forest 
holds. Years after her parents pass, 
she starts to hear a calling noise. 

 Elsa, the brave, spunky, and fear-
less woman she is, wants to follow 
the voice. Four elements hold the for-

est together and Elsa strives to find 
the fifth, but not without her sister 
Anna. 

Anna volunteers herself, her boy-
friend Kristoff, and Kristoff’s rein-
deer Sven to help Elsa find the fifth 
power and free the people who have 
been trapped by the cloud covered 
forest for 40 years. 

2019 has had various movies that 
have crazy jumping records and even 
though “Frozen 2” has been out for 
five days, the movie has passed “In-
credibles 2”  by $58 million for the 
opening weekend. Not to mention the 
hordes of merchandise that can be 
found just about everywhere.

Like many other Disney movies, 
“Frozen 2” has action, heartbreak, 

comedy, and love. It involves sister-
hood and how strong love really is 
between the most important people in 
your life. 

Various songs had many wiping 
the tears from their eyes and sniffling. 
In fact, the sound track includes Evan 
Rachel Wood singing “All is Found”  
as Elsa and Anna’s deceased mother, 
and Johnathan Groff’s solid perfor-
mance as Kristoff singing “Lost in 
the Woods.” 

The second movie is a must if the 
first movie was dazzling. It was well 
worth the $8 for the ticket and the $5 
popcorn. You can check it out at the 
Movies at Meadville. Show times are 
4:45 p.m., 6 p.m., 7 p.m., 8:15 p.m, 
9:15 p.m. and 10:30 p.m.

“Frozen 2” brings life back into Frozen world

huntpng.com
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DESIGN EDITOR

A different type of sport is coming 
to PENNCREST. Saegertown alum 
Braeden Kantz is running an esports 
tournament on Monday, Dec. 16, 
from 4-11 p.m. 

The games in the tournament in-
clude the popular battle royale Fort-
nite (Squads), Super Smash Brothers: 
(singles), and Rocket League (teams 
of four).

These games will be played on the 
Xbox One console. Participants who 
bring their own console will receive 
free entry into the event and a vouch-
er for a free dinner. 

Cash prizes and bragging rights 
will be awarded to the winning team 
for each game. 

Currently, there are eight squads 
for Fortnite, five people for Smash 
Bros, and three Rocket League 

Teams registered. Pre-registration is 
open until the day of the tournament. 

“I am hoping for 20-30 teams for 
each bracket,” Kantz said. “If the 
students want esports to take off, this 
tournament has to be a hit.” 

All competitors are encouraged to 
bring their own controllers. Only one 
player per team is allowed to use a 
keyboard and mouse. 

Participants bringing consoles 
must make sure the games and sys-
tems are up to date on updates. Com-
petitors can also bring wired head-
phones if desired. 

The tournament will begin prompt-
ly at 4 p.m. Kantz advises all attend-
ees to be on time. Registration cost is 
$3 per person and $12 per squad. 

To register, visit https://challonge.
co/communities/NWPEL Any ques-
tions can be directed to Braeden 
Kantz at brkantzjournalism@gmail.
com.

eSports tournament on tap Dec 16




