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When the renovations of the Pan-
ther Hallway began, the namesake 
statue’s stand was disassembled and 
the panther disappeared. For the past 
year, the panther has made quite the 
journey, but last Friday it returned 
to its home as the centerpiece of the 
school’s central hallway.

“The old base was falling apart,” 
Principal Tom Baker said. “The car-
pet was gross, and it didn’t feel mod-
ern.”

The panther desperately need-
ed fixed as well, due to some of its 
teeth being broken and the tail be-
ing cracked. Local taxidermist Matt 

Shaffer donated his time and resourc-
es to repair the beloved mascot.

Senior Nathan Barner took on the 
task of designing and building the 
new stand for the panther for his Ea-
gle Scout project.  With help from his 
family, friends, and boy scouts from 
Saegertown Troop 254, he worked 
on the stand throughout the month of 
January. 

On Feb. 7, a group moved the pan-
ther back into the hallway, and with 
assistance from the wrestling team, 
the panther was placed in its new 
home.

“It feels great being able to give 
back to the school,” Barner said. “I’m 
glad I could boost our school spirit.”

The project cost $1306.33 
in total, and the case, 

which was designed to match all the 
other cases in the hallway, weighs 
over 900 lbs. 

Reaction to the new display has 
been positive. “I’m really excited the 
panther is fixed,” junior Haiku Peters 
said. “I’m excited to show my father. 
He’ll be proud of the changes, of how 
far we have come, and he will be 
proud to be an alumni of the school.”

Senior Megan Senovich said, “It 
didn’t seem like the Panther Hallway 
without the panther. I’m glad it’s 
back.”

For Mr. Baker, the project marks 
the beginning of the end for the up-
stairs hallway renovations. “I think 
we are almost finally done,” Baker 
said. “We have some awards to put 
up, but for the most part we are fin-
ished with recreating the Panther 
Hallway.”

Senior Nathan Barner (right) constructed  the 
new display case for the panther with help from 
his grandfather Ken Wetzel, Doug Shelenberger, 

and the members of Boy Scout Troop 254. 

contributed photos
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Tomorrow is Valentine’s Day, 
and most couples want to show 
their love for one another. But is it 
harder for LGBTQ+ couples in our 
school to celebrate? 

Everyone wants 
to feel loved by their 
significant other, 
but sometimes harsh 
statements and re-
actions to LGBTQ+ 
couples can make 
showing that love 
difficult. 

Going into the 
“love season” all stu-
dents want to be able 
to show their special 
someone some love 
without hearing insen-
sitive and insulting comments. 

This environment can cause 
LGBTQ+ people in the school to 
not want to show affection at all 
and can make them feel like out-
casts. 

They may believe that who they 
are and how they love is wrong. “I 
tried to be open about [our] rela-
tionship, but lost some friends in 
the end,” said one LGBTQ+ stu-
dent. 

With the founding of SPA (Sae-
gertown Pride Alliance) earlier 
this year, our school has taken an 
important first step in providing an 

accepting space for every-
one.

 Now, members of the school 
community need to become more 
self-aware that their words and ac-
tions can have a major impact on 
others who may be different from 
them. 

The students in Saegertown also 
need to know that their words and 
ideas can hurt and cause a lot of 
issues. 

The LGBTQ+ community keeps 

gaining acceptance, 
and our school 
should be keeping 
pace with the times. 
People should be-
come more under-
standing about who 
loves who. 

Love is love, and 
whether you sup-
port it or not, you 
still need to show 
people the respect 
they deserve. Treat 
people as you want 
to be treated and 

love whomever you want to love. 
If you would like to be involved 

with SPA or need to talk, find any 
member or see Ms. Corvin in the 
art room for details. 

We welcome everyone.

(Meadow Campbell is the opin-
ion editor of the Panther Press and 
a founding member of SPA. Juli-
ann Perry is the photo editor of the 
Panther Press and SPA member.) 

SPA Update: LGBTQ+ Love is in the air, or is it?
This has been a year of great 

change at Saegertown. 
One of the most impactful 

shifts has been the move from an 
eight-period traditional schedule 
to a seven-period hybrid block, a 
change that has impacted the stu-
dent body in all the wrong ways.

Almost every student in the 
school has that one day of the week 
they hate, and it is either Wednes-
day or Thursday. Students could 
be stuck in English for an hour 
and a half and then be sent right to 
math class. And some students can 
have an entire day with nothing but 
AP classes back to back. 

In addition, taking a period out 
of the day has also hurt students 
who had to choose between classes 
that are only held once during the 
day, making it difficult to fit what 
they needed without sacrificing 
what they wanted. 

The chamber singers, Sae-
gertown’s elite vocal ensemble, 
has also suffered.  Instead of 
practicing every other day, they  
can only meet for 30 minutes on 
Wednesday and Thursday during 
Lunch+ and 45 minutes during 
WINN. This may sound like a lot 
of time, but students are constantly 

in and out of the rehearsal to make 
up tests or other assignments. The 
group still exists, but it is a shadow 
of its former self.

The hardest hit department is the 
science hallway. Science classes 
lost a total of 44.4 hours through-
out the entire school year. With 
the elimination of the lab periods 
every other day, students are strug-
gling to understand the concepts 
due to having less time to spend 
with the teacher in class. 

Not only this, but the teachers 
are struggling to find time to do all 
of the necessary labs that go along 
with the chapter they are teaching.

The changes to the sched-
ule were unnecessary and have 
harmed students more than helped 
them. The easiest fix is to keep 
the day from 8:10 to 3:05, and go 
back to having 8 periods with an 
A/B day rotation. The schedule has 
worked for years, why did we have 
to change it in the first place?

(This is the first in a series on re-
actions to the new schedule. Next 
month’s column will focus on the 
benefits of the hybrid block. )

Hybrid block causing concerns
Sam Shelenberger, EIC Meadow Campbell 

and Juliann Perry
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Seasonal Depression is here 
By Kylie Beck

SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR

With the bitterness of frost in the 
air, three million Americans are cur-
rently suffering from SAD. 

Seasonal Affective Disorder 
(SAD), is a type of depression that 
occurs in fall and winter. Only about 
10% of SAD victims experience the 
disorder throughout summer. 

Many professionals say it is 
caused by a lack of light exposure, 
feelings of hopelessness, and/or so-
cial withdrawal. 

The Mayo Clinic in Rochester, 
Minnesota claims that people’s 
moods typically show/experience 
anxiety, apathy, general discontent, 
loneliness, loss of interest, mood 
swings, or sadness. 

Appetites change for people diag-
nosed with SAD, and weight fluc-

tuation is common. People tend to 
become less sociable and can seem 
more isolated.  

But don’t worry - this type of de-
pression is self-diagnosable and can 
be treated by medical professionals. 
Lab tests are not required for SAD 
diagnosis. This type of depression 
can be treated with light therapy, talk 
therapy, and medication.

What to do if you think you may 
have Seasonal Depression: 

1. 10 minute daily nature session. 
Get outside for at least 10 minutes, 
no matter what the weather is doing. 

2. Aromatherapy: find scents that 
make you feel energized like mint or 
lemon. Breathe them in. 

3. Get some plants. Taking care of 
something small can lift your mood. 

4. Fill your social calendar. Force 
yourself to do things. 

By Sydnee Bowersox and Nick 

Archacki

SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR AND MANAGING EDTOR

Downtown Saegertown has a 
new addition to the list of places to 
eat after lunch time. 

On Feb. 1, The Factory Restau-
rant opened its doors for dinner. 
This is the first time in the eatery’s 
history that it’s offering dinner 
hours. 

The evening hours will run from 
4 p.m. to 8 p.m, Thursday-Satur-
day. As usual, the normal daily 
hours  will be 6 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
Monday-Saturday and 7 a.m. to 2 
p.m. on Sunday.  

The Factory’s Facebook page 
shared the success of the first eve-
ning of service: “Thank you to ev-
eryone that came out for our first 
night of dinner on Saturday [Feb-

ruary 1st]. It was definitely a suc-
cess.” 

As the restaurant offers great 
meals at low prices, their dinner 
menu is another reason to have 
your mouth watering. 

In their first two weeks of eve-
ning business, they’ve offered: 

Prime Rib, Sheppard’s Pie, Cajun 
or Garlic Herb Grilled Tilapia, 
Chicken and Biscuits, Shrimp or 
Chicken Alfredo, Chicken Parme-
san, plus many different flavors of 
homemade pies.

Since ‘The Factory’ is becoming 
widely known across the area, the 
restaurant is looking for staff assis-
tance to accommodate the evening 
hours. 

‘The Factory Restaurant’ Face-
book page stated, “We will be 
hiring wait staff and kitchen help, 
so if you are looking for a friend-
ly, fast paced environment stop by 
and fill out an application!”

With their newer and bigger lo-
cation, low prices, and now dinner 
hours, ‘The Factory Restaurant’ 
may become one of the best restau-
rants in Crawford County.

‘The Factory Restaurant’ celebrates dinner time

The Factory Restaurant

Poetry Corner has arrived

Are you a poet? Share your poetry with the Sae-
gertown community at the Poetry Corner in the 
English hallway. Drop off poems in Room 215 
anytime so they can be added to the wall. 

Created by Nick Archacki
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By Autumn Atkins

STAFF WRITER

The end of the world is coming! 
Will it be because the sun explod-
ed or because a tidal wave flooded 
the world? Will it be due to a new 
disease, or because of mass hyste-
ria? 

Senior Sam Shelenberger and 
junior Mackenzie Tolbert might 
know the answer.

Shelenberger and Tolbert were 
among the “Mission Catastrophe” 
writing contest winners. 

The contest, which is sponsored 
by Young Writers USA, asked 
students to write a short story in 
100 words describing a natural di-
saster that could end the world. 

“When you’re given a 100-word 

limit, you just make some creative 
decisions,” Shelenberger said. 

The winning entries were pub-
lished in a book released in Dec. 
2019. 

Neither student thought their en-
tries would be chosen. 

Tolbert acknowledged that she 
was pretty surprised because she 
didn’t think she could write that 
well. 

Shelenberger agreed: “I was 
kind of surprised, I didn’t think it 
would do as well as it did. It’s a 
national competition, I just didn’t 
think I compared.”

In Shelenberger’s story, the sun 
explodes as you wake up, but it 
is just a dream. When you really 
wake up, it is unnaturally bright 

outside. 
Tolbert envisioned a day at the 

beach that goes horribly wrong; a 
tsunami appears out of nowhere 
and wipes out your city.

The Survival Saga is a book se-
ries full of student entries about 
how the world ends. 

Each book of the series focus-
es on different ways the planet 
collapses; “Mission Catastrophe” 
sees a natural catastrophe deci-
mate Earth, “Mission Contamina-
tion” sees a variety of plagues that 
kill all hope, and “Mission Chaos” 
features unbridled pandemonium 
that reigns supreme. 

The book is currently in the li-
brary, so you can read the entries 
of our local published authors. 

Shelenberger and Tolbert published in ‘Mission Catastrophe’

contributed photos
 Senior Sam Shelenberger and junior Mackenzie Tolbert show off their works that 
were published along with over 150 other students from across the country in 
“Mission Catastrophy.”

By Michael DeJohn

STAFF WRITER

   The PENNCREST School 
Board voted unanimously at 
the Jan. 15 meeting to accept 
a $23,366 grant to update 
security at 
Saegertown 
High School 
as part of the 
Safe Schools 
Initiative 
Targeted Grants for Equipment 
through the Pennsylvania De-
partment of Education. 
    The new safety equipment 
will include classroom lock sets, 
exterior door cores, and hard-
ware that will be used to prevent 
intruders from gaining entrance 
to the building or classrooms. 
   “These funds are in the final    
workflow step from the Office 
of Safe Schools, and they  are 
anticipated in 30 days,” Superin-
tendent Timothy Glasspool said.        
“Once funds are transferred, we 
will order the hardware and be-
gin installation once it arrives.”  

     Tomorrow marks the two-
year anniversary of the shooting 
at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
School in Parkland, Florida that 
left 17 dead. 
   In light of such incidents, 

schools need to 
boost protec-
tion. This has 
propelled the 
school secu-
rity industry 
to grow into a 

$2.7 billion market, according 
to an article in the Washington 
Post.
    The Safe Schools     Target-
ed Grants are intended to help 
“prevent and reduce violent 
incidents, to purchase safety and 
security-related equipment, and 
to provide for the training and 
compensation of school resource 
and police officers,” according 
to the Pennsylvania Department 
of Education web site.
    According to Dr. Glasspool, 
more security updates may be in 
store. “We are currently evaluat-
ing our Emergency Operations.” 

Saegertown receives $23,366 Safe Schools Grant

By Brennen McWright

STAFF WRITER

Andres Sanchez Mayo is a sopho-
more foreign exchange student from 
Madrid, Spain. 

He has been living with the Her-
nandez family since September, and 
has enjoyed his time thus far. “I’m 
doing better than I thought I would,” 
Sanchez Mayo said. 

Sanchez Mayo is happy about the 
change of scenery, although some ad-
justments were difficult. “It’s hard to 
get used to living in a small town,” 
Sanchez Mayo said. 

He previously attended one of the 
largest schools in Spain, and took a 
public bus to school every day, and 
he lives on the fourth floor of an 
apartment building. 

“In Spain you can walk out of your 
house and to your friend’s house, but 
here you need a car to go anywhere,” 
he said. 

Despite the differences, he enjoys 
the school here at Saegertown. “It’s 
nice,” Sanchez Mayo said, “It’s a lot 
like the schools you see in the mov-
ies.” 

In the fall, he played soccer, and he 
has served as a manager/player of the 

boys basketball game. He has played 
in three games and scored two bas-
kets at the game against Commodore 
Perry. In the spring, he plans to try 
volleyball.  

Sanchez Mayo is not completely 
isolated in rural Saegertown, as he’s 
been out of state to some popular cit-
ies. 

“I’ve been to New York City and 
Cleveland, and I went to an NBA 
game in Cleveland,” Sanchez Mayo 
said. 

Looking toward his future, San-
chez Mayo shared that he would like 
to become a lawyer, as both his par-
ents are lawyers. 

“I always like to think I would live 
in New York City, but it is too expen-
sive,” he said, “But I think that is my 
‘for real’ place. I’d also like to go to 
L.A. and Florida.”

Sanchez Mayo said that America’s 
culture is one of the major differenc-
es he noticed, stating that America is 
more patriotic than Spain, as people 
here always sing the national anthem 
before sports games. 

Sanchez Mayo said that he would 
like Spain to be more patriotic and 
is having fun in the patriotic envi-

ronment of 
America. 

He enjoys 
hanging out 
with friends, 
playing soc-
cer and video 
games.

A l t h o u g h 
where he lives 
in SpainSpain 
doesn’t receive much snow, Sanchez 
Mayo does ski when he is at home, 
but he has to drive several hours to 
do so. 

“I like the snow for about two days, 
but then I get tired of it,” Sanchez 
Mayo said.   

When he returns to Spain in June, 
he will still have two more years of 
school to complete, and he will not be 
eligible to drive until he is 18. 

Sanchez Mayo continues to shape 
the lives of those around him by 
bringing a bit of Spain to Saegertown 
before he heads back home in June.

“I miss my family, my friends, and 
what I do there,” he said. “But I am 
very happy I chose to do an exchange 
year, and I know I will be visiting 
America again in the future.”

Catching up with exchange student Sanchez-Mayo 

Sanchez Mayo



By Nathan Myers

STAFF WRITER
E v e n 

though she 
has been part 
of the staff 
since the be-
ginning of the 
year, it has 
taken the Pan-
ther Press a 
while to catch 
up with Mrs. 
Brenda Baker, 
Saegertown’s junior high learning/
emotional support teacher. 

She has been teaching for 16 years 
total, with the last 11 at Cambridge 
Springs. 

According to Mrs. Baker, the rea-
son she wanted to be a teacher is the 
simple fact that she loves to learn, 
and she loves helping others to learn 
even more. Before her time at Cam-
bridge, she worked at Union City 
High, Mount Clemens in Detroit, 
and the Crawford County Jail.

Mrs. Baker describes herself as an 
introvert who spends her free time 
relaxing at home listening to pod-
casts or audiobooks while she cro-
chets or plays games. 

She noted that making others feel 
better about themselves or their abil-
ities is one of the biggest ways she 
improves her own self worth. In her 
words: “It recharges my batteries. 
It’s why I love teaching.”

Her best moments as a teacher 
come when she meets a student who 
hasn’t done well in previous years 
and can help them enjoy learning. 

Her worst moment was her third 
week into her first job when a stu-
dent came into class with a weapon 
and started waving it around. 

With the help of a couple staff 
members, she was able to take care 
of it. 

She also shared an interesting dis-
cipline write-up. There was a time 
when a student felt the need to run 
out of class, go to the school gym, 
put on roller blades, and wouldn’t 
stop roller-blading around the gym. 

Mrs. Baker thinks junior high is 
the right place for her: “It’s the hard-
est time to be a kid, and the most 
rewarding when you can help them 
through it,” and she is happy to be 
a Panther.  
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By Dayna Woodruff and Kaitlyn Kozalla

NEWS EDITOR AND SENIOR PUBLICATIONS EDITOR

Each week from September through May, 
Edinboro University and JET-24 present the 
Golden Apple to a northwestern Pennsylvania 
teacher who is nominated by a student or stu-
dents for making a difference in their lives. 

On Wednesday, January 22, junior high so-
cial studies teacher Kara Bridger won this pres-
tigious award. 

Bridger, who has been teaching at Sae-
gertown for ten years, was nominated by 
eighth-graders Travis Peters, Lyndzee Amory, 
Kacie Mook and Elora Dillinger for her “en-
gaging lessons and mother-like personality.” 

 “I’m very flattered and appreciative of the 
students who nominated me,” Bridger said. 
“When the kids want to come to class and en-
joy being with [me] and learning, that’s what 
makes me the happiest.” 

The JET-24 crew and officials from Edin-
boro University surprised Bridger in her sev-
enth-period class. 

“I was in shock, really. The news crew 
came bursting through the door, and it all 
happened so fast,” Bridger said. “It felt like 
a whirlwind.” 

After the craziness settled, she noted that 
she “felt very flattered, and it was wonder-
ful to be recognized by her students.” 

She loves working with the junior high 
students, as they are still figuring out who 
they are, and she wants to create a happy, 
safe, and fun learning environment for 
them. 

Bridger tries to maintain a fun classroom 
while teaching her lessons, and goes by the 
motto, “A day without laughter is a day 
wasted.” 

She enjoys being around her students, 
and is happy that some feel the same way. 

The award presentation was aired on 
Wednesday, Feb. 5, during Action News 
24 and Thursday, Feb. 6 during WJET-
TV’s Good Morning Erie program. 

Mrs. Kara Bridger honored with Golden Apple Award

contributed photos
 Mrs. Kara Bridger was awarded the Golden Apple on Jan 22.

A day in the life of: Guidance Counselor Rose Watt
By Hailee Gregor

STAFF WRITER

   On a day to day basis, a guida  
nce counselor keeps graduation 
records, makes sure students have 
enough credits to graduate, over-
sees standardized testing, and 
makes sure kids are prepared for 
a tech school. 

In addition to all these duties, 
a guidance counselor needs to 
be ready to be interrupted at any 
point in time to help students who 
are struggling and need assistance. 

Counselor Rose Watt under-
stands that multi-tasking is the 
most important skill required for 
her job because she can’t afford to 
miss anything that comes her way. 

Have you ever thought about 
what the difference is between 
being a counselor and a teacher? 
For Watt, the difference is that a 
counselor has to be more flexible 
with her schedule. 

A regular teacher can plan 

around kids who will not be there, 
but if there is an issue, Watt has to 
drop everything she is doing and 
attend to the problem. 

Participating in the community 
also plays a big role in her job as 
well. 

“I am involved in a lot of agen-
cies, colleges, and tech schools 
and am always gathering info and 
bringing it all in from different di-
rections,” Watt said when describ-
ing how being a leader fits into her 
job as a counselor. 

Watt learned her leadership 
skills at Edinboro University, 
graduating with an elementary and 
secondary level certification. 

Before becoming a school coun-
selor she was a special education 
teacher for seventh and eighth 
graders, and a transition counselor 
for fifth through eighth graders for 
nine years. She has been a school 
counselor for seven years at Sae-
gertown High School. 

After Watt retires, she plans on 
doing private counseling and con-
tinuing to ride and judge with her 
horses. 

In November, Watt was award-
ed the ‘2019 Horsewoman of the 
Year’ in Texas for the IALHA 
(International Andalusion  & Lu-
sitano Horse Association). She 
taught riding and trained horses 
after graduating from Edinboro 
University. 

Being the school guidance 
counselor is a big job, and Watt 

does it well. Working closely with 
students has always been some-
thing she is passionate about, 
and she has lived that mission for 
many years..

Five Fast Facts about Mrs.   
Watt:

 
1. She does Qi Gong, which is 

exercise to enhance the flow of en-
ergy throughout the body

2. She is a Chocoholic, so feel 
free to drop off chocolate at her 
office.

3. She suffers from Occupation-
al ADHD (caused by juggling too 
many tasks at once).

4. She didn’t have a horse until 
the eighth grade when she moved 
from Gettysburg to Cambridge 
Springs.

5. She is a zany horse lady and 
she likes zany kids too, which is 
what led her into her career as a 
Guidance Counselor.

Mrs. Brenda Baker

Mrs. Brenda Baker 

joins the staff
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By Brady Greco

SPORTS EDITOR

As the D10 regular season has con-
cluded, the Lady Panthers have one 
goal still in the picture. That goal is 
to win the D10 title in the postseason. 

The Panthers ended with a record 
of 17-5(12-4). Recently, the Panthers 
beat rival, Cambridge Springs, 38-34. 
The Lady Panthers’ senior night was 
a win against Tidioute Charter.

Seniors Kaylee Mulligan and Kate-
lyn Young knew that this game was 
different than other games, and both 
were looking forward to their last 
game at home. 

“It’s different than any other game 
because I knew in the back of my 
head it’s my last home game ever,” 
Young said. “It’s more meaningful 
because this was the last time I’ll play 
basketball in this gym,” 

Mulligan said. Both Mulligan and 

Young hope the team plays solid and 
builds confidence for the playoffs.

Sophomore Averie Braymer is 
happy that the team has accomplished 
their goal, through all of the injuries 
to key players. 

“We have accomplished our goal 
because we have gotten so far and 
worked so hard, considering every-
thing our team has been through with 
our players getting injured,” Braymer 
said. 

“Our mindset is to always work 
hard, so we have no regrets about the 
amount of effort we put forth on the 
court,” Braymer said.

Sophomore guard Mollie Przy-
browski knows that goals still can be 
accomplished in the next few weeks. 
“We want to win the D10 title and 
are going to get after it.” Przybrows-
ki added that the team is excited for 
what the playoffs hold for them.

Lady Panthers basketball team headed for post season 

Beki Mulligan/SHS

Katelyn Young and Kaylee Mulligan cel-
ebrated their senior night on Monday, 
Feb. 10 with a victory over Tidioute 
Charter.  

By Dayna Woodruff

NEWS EDITOR

There’s no doubt that the varsity 
wrestling team has dominated this 
season. This year’s team consisted 
of mostly upperclassmen, giving 
the Panthers an upper hand in ex-
perience. 

After suffering a 48-28 loss to 
the Corry Beavers on Dec. 11, they 
managed to bounce back and prove 
themselves to be better than ever. 

“I think we really improved this 
year because of the tough schedule. 
I think we’ve also had more dedi-
cation this year. The new guys, the 
one and two year members, have 
gained new experience this year 
due to the tougher matches.” senior 
Alex Kightlinger said.

Throughout the season, the team 
was a force to be reckoned with in 
the district. After the Corry match, 
the team took down competitors 
with big wins. 

In a near-perfect match against 
Youngsville, the team secured 13 
pins, rolling over the Eagles with a 
score of 78-6. 

Meadville’s Tool City tourna-
ment ended with Alex Kightlinger 
and Kenny Kiser taking first place 
in the 126 and 138 weight classes, 
and the team as a whole landing in 
fourth place. 

The Panthers had a goal of mak-
ing it to the state championships, 
defeating the Hickory Hornets to 
secure a place in the District 10 
AA Duals on Feb 1. The journey 
ended at the duals as they lost 39-
30 to General McLane. 

They put up a good fight, with 
Brandon Gaus winning his match 
in the seventh period, and Kenny 
Kiser and Landon Caldwell pick-
ing up pins. 

“I think the team wrestled very 
well, honestly, but a big factor of 
wrestling is the coin toss. If we’d 
won the toss, we would have won 

for sure.” Kiser said.
Following the loss, there were 

two matches left to conclude the 
season. Saegertown’s senior night 
match against Titusville was a 
very close match, but ultimately 
the team pulled through, winning 
37-36. I

In the last match of the year, the 
McDowell Trojans beat the Pan-
thers 47-19. The team boasts a sea-
son record of 11-6. 

Although the regular season is 
over, the wrestlers aren’t done yet. 
Seniors Kenny Kiser and Alex 
Kightlinger are hoping to make it 
back to the state tournament this 
year, along with junior Jaden Rea-
gle and sophomore Landon Cald-
well also looking to make some 
noise.

All varsity wrestlers will have 
a chance to make it to individual 
states, beginning with Sections on 
Feb. 14 at Meadville High School. 

Wrestling team caps off season; hopes to send matmen to Hershey

contributed photo

Senior Kenny Kiser hopes to return to the PIAA state finals in Hershey. Last year 
he wrestled his way to a silver medal, becoming the tenth wrestler in Saegertown 
history to appear in the state finals. He lost in the final 7-5 to Jacob Ealy from 
Hopewell High School, who became his school’s first ever PIAA class AA gold 
medalist. Kiser’s journey this year begins at Meadville High School on Feb. 14. 

By Josh Weaver 

and Nathan Samuels

SPORTS EDITOR AND STAFF WRITER

As Coach Greco and the team 
wrap up their season, the first year 
coach sees promise and somewhere 
to build off next year. They finished 
the regular season with a record of 
8-14.  The year isn’t over though, 
as the boys have their first playoff 
game Friday at Lakeview.

Reflecting on his first year as var-
sity coach, Greco was pleased with 
the progress that the team made. “It 
was a great first year of coaching 
boys’ varsity. Although we were 
very young, we had many successes 
including winning a tip-off tourna-
ment and finishing as runner-up in a 
Christmas tournament,” said Greco. 

The players saw positives as well. 
“This year went pretty good. We 
are a young team and substquect-
ly had our share of mental errors,” 
said sophomore Jaden Wilkins. “We 
have a good group of freshman com-

ing up and we have built a strong 
core of players.” 

To many, this year was a building 
year with Coach Greco setting up a 
base for years to come. “This year 
could have gone better, but it’s the 
start of a new chapter for Saegertown 
basketball,” said junior Max Fuller.

The players had high praise for 
the first year coach. “He had a really 
good first year. His coaching strate-
gy grew as the year went by and I’m 
excited for next year,” said junior 
Logan Ingram. 

As for his preparation, players 
applauded Greco’s pro-active ap-
proach. “His preparation for each 
game was detailed and valuable. He 
had scouting reports on each team 
which gave us an advantage,” said 
Fuller.

The boys have their first playoff 
game against Lakeview on Feb. 14.  
“We have a good chance of winning 
if we communicate and play as a 
team,” said Wilkins.

Boys basketball team to take on Lakeview
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By Nick Archacki

MANAGING EDITOR

January 12, 2020. It began as a nor-
mal day by going to Lakeside Lanes 
on a Sunday afternoon to bowl the Jr./
Majors league. 

I didn’t have any huge expecta-
tions before league started, but I had 
no idea that I’d make history and earn 
one of the most prestigious honors in 
my bowling career. 

My first game was a 246, a nice 
way to start out the day. At that point, 
my goal was to shoot a 700 series, 
which can be achieved with scores of 
235-235-230 in a three-game set. 

The next game, I knew something 
special was going on when I started 
out with the first eight strikes, before 
I left an eight pin in the ninth frame.

After I picked up the spare, I knew 
if I wanted to have a good shot at 800, 
I had to strike out in the tenth frame. I 
did just that, shooting a 279. 

I had a score of 525 after two games, 
which meant I needed to shoot a 275 
game or higher in the third game to 
shoot 800. I never could’ve predicted 
what happened next. 

Game three: First nine strikes. I 
hadn’t shot an 800 series since Jan-
uary 2, 2016, a four-year drought 
which I was eager to break. 

Before I stepped onto the approach 
for the tenth frame, I looked over to 
Bruce Beers, my first bowling coach 
and co-owner of Lakeside Lanes. 

He nodded his head, reassuring me 
that I could do this.

I needed the first X in the tenth 
frame to secure the 800, and I did 
just that. Ten in a row. The next ball 
wasn’t perfect, but it still got all ten 
pins to fall. 11 in a row. 

With one ball to go, I had the 
chance to shoot a 300 and an 825 
series. It’s uncommon to shoot both 
300 and 800 in a three-game set. 

I threw the last shot all out of 
nerves as I pulled my ball inside of 
my target, and left the 6-10 pins for a 
final score of 298 and an 823 series. 

About ten minutes after I finished 
bowling, I took a moment to look 
at the 800 series board at Lakeside 
Lanes, seeing all the names I’d be 
joining who’d previously shot 800’s 
at that center.

Then I looked at one name, Brant 
Granda. I looked at his series, 818. 

It took me a couple seconds, then 
I shouted to my parents, who were 
in attendance… “I broke the youth 
county record!”

Granda had held the Crawford 
County youth series record since 
2013. 

I never thought about breaking his 
record until the moment I looked up 
at the 800 board. 

With my 823 series, I added anoth-
er piece to my historic youth bowling 
career. 

My accomplishment is engraved 
as the highest youth bowling series in 
Crawford County ever! 

This is undoubtedly one of the 
greatest moments of my bowling ca-
reer… thus far.

I’m also announcing that I have 
committed to Webber International 
University in Lake Wales, Florida.

I’m going to major in Sports Busi-
ness Management and bowl for the 
Webber Warriors.

 I am extremely excited to begin 
this next chapter in my life!

Column: Breaking a Crawford County bowling record

The Meadville Tribune
 Nick Archacki holds the ball he used for his record-setting series. 

By Sam Hetrick

DESIGN EDITOR

For the first time this season, the 
PENNCREST bowling team was in 
doubt of not advancing to the cham-
pionship match of the Ven-Craw 
playoffs. 

However, PENNCREST made a 
thrilling comeback to defeat Mead-
ville in the semifinals, 3-2. They 
will now bowl in the championship 
match against Cranberry this Sunday 
at Lakeside Lanes in Conneaut Lake.

PENNCREST faced off against 
Meadville last Sunday at Plaza 
Lanes, and the Bulldogs took an early 
2-0 lead against the Devil Cats with 
scores of 913-911, and 972-957. 

Although discouraged with their 
performance in the second game, the 
PENNCREST bowlers didn’t want 

to lose after being the #1 seed for the 
playoffs.

The third game turned the tide in 
PENNCREST’s advantage, as they 
defeated Meadville with a baker team 
score of 199-175. PENNCREST 
continued their momentum into the 
fourth game as they outlasted Mead-
ville once again, 211-168, to bring 
the match total to 2-2.

The fifth and final game would not 
start out in PENNCREST’s favor as 
they opened in the first two frame’s, 
giving Meadville a 20-pin lead. 

However, the five PENNCREST 
bowlers, Wyatt Heim, Julia King-
sley, Weiss Heim, Issac Heim, and 
Saegertown’s Nick Archacki made 
clutch strikes and spares when they 
needed it most. 

Archacki threw the first strike in 
the tenth frame to secure the victory 

and the unbelievable comeback with 
a score of 204-188. 

“That was the toughest semifi-
nal match I’ve ever been a part of, 
and I’ve competed in six semifinal 
matches in my nine years of high 
school bowling,” Archacki said.

In the individual standings, Sae-
gertown’s Nick Archacki leads the 
league in average for the seventh 
consecutive year with an average of 
222.55 for the regular season. 

His PENNCREST teammate, Issac 
Heim, placed third in the standings 
with an average of 199.15. 

PENNCREST will compete at the 
Western Regional Team Champion-
ship, and Archacki and Heim will 
compete at the Western Regional In-
dividual Championship to be held at 
North Versailles Lanes in Pittsburgh 
on March 6-7.

PENNCREST advances to Ven-Craw championship 

By Emma Shenk

WEBSITE EDITOR

This year the Saegertown swim-
mers have kicked off their season 
with a good start as part of the 
Meadville Bulldogs swim team. 

The girls  current record is 2-8 
and the boys record is 6-4. The four 
swimmers from Saegertown are 
junior Amanda Crowl, sophomore 
Brittany Houck, and freshmen Ed-
die Hazelet and Peytyn Bailey. 

Peytyn Bailey who has been 
swimming since she was five says, 
“I had a really good meet at home 
vs. Villa.” Bailey’s personal record 
in her 100 Back is 1:10.12. 

“When you swim a personal best 

you know that you worked for it,” 
Houck said.  “We all have been 
swimming since we were little, and 
they’re [the swim team members] 
like family.” 

Because of the techniques the 
swimmers have learned, they work 
to improve their personal records. 

These swimmers train to make 
themselves better everyday and 
are working their way to districts, 
which will be held Feb. 28-29 at 
the Spire Institute in Ohio. 

Crowl, Houck, and Bailey have 
already qualified in several events.  
“I am very excited about districts 
and anxious to see if I can get some 
personal bests,” Houck said. 

Swimmers headed to districts

Follow us on Twitter @PantherPressSHS 
for all the latest sports updates.
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By Paisley Mangold

STAFF WRITER

Whether you’ve had your first kiss 
or not, it can be a nerve-wracking mo-
ment.  We’ve all imagined scenarios 
of how our first kiss would turn out. 

You think it has to compare to the 
stereotypical kisses in movies, during 
a moment of pure romance, lying un-
derneath the stars, or taking a long 
walk on the beach. 

After staring into each other’s eyes 
for what feels like centuries—your 
crush slowly leans in and presses 
their lips against yours. 

Well, news flash! Life’s not always 
like the Hallmark Channel.

Science teacher Phil Young freely 
admits he wasn’t so lucky when it 
came to his first kiss. 

It was in the fourth grade, and ev-

eryone was 
gathered in 
the stairwell. 
“This girl I 
was friends 
with went to 
kiss me in 
front of ev-
eryone, and I 
didn’t know 
what was hap-
pening, so I turned and she kissed 
my ear,” Young said. “It was really 
embarrassing. Then she proceeded to 
fall down the stairs.” 

He noted that the encounter made 
him feel awkward with the ladies for 
several years after because he wor-
ried that his bad experience might be 
repeated. 

Luckily, having your first kiss 

in your childhood years is more of 
something to laugh about. The more 
embarrassing it seems, the funnier it 
is. 

Junior Jake Reisinger definitely 
had a first kiss to remember. He was 
in the first grade attending a church 
meeting. 

When Jake saw the girl he liked, 
he approached her and went in for 
the kiss. Apart from that, it went well 
because it lasted a whole “five sec-
onds.” Later on, he continued to im-
press her by attempting to do a split. 
Unfortunately, the only thing that 
he split were his pants. “After that 
night, I don’t remember talking to her 
again.”

When you’re a teenager, it can 
seem like the scariest thing in the 
world. 

All you think about is everything 
that could possibly go wrong. How-
ever, not all first kisses turn out trau-
matic. 

Senior Dayna Woodruff had more 
success when it came to hers. “I was 
really happy with how my first kiss 
turned out,” she said. “It didn’t hap-
pen as early as I would’ve liked, but 
I’m glad it happened when it did be-
cause I don’t think it could’ve been 
better.” 

She was nervous going into it but 
said that it was completely natural 
and easier than she thought. 

If your first kiss was long ago or it 
hasn’t happened yet, it really doesn’t 
matter. 

Just remember that it will always 
be part of your story.

Students and staff reflect on first kiss fiascos

Mr. Phil Young

By Nathan Campbell

MULTIMEDIA EDITOR

     Growing up can be awkward for 
sure,  and first dates can be filled 
with anxiety inducing moments. 
    Many have memories of an em-
barrassing first date that they might 
want to bury forever, but somehow, 
they just can’t seem to forget.

“I went to the movies with this 
kid,” sophomore Paisley Mangold 
said. “And when I got there, I real-
ized he was about eight inches shorter 
than he told me.” 

She noted: “He was really awk-
ward and didn’t talk a lot.” Although 
he wasn’t what she was expecting, 
what made it truly awkward was 
something completely different.

“The problem was I had to give 
him a ride home, and when I opened 
the car door, my brother was sitting 
inside wearing a panda mask,” Man-
gold said. She wrapped up her story 
by explaining how he blocked her 
and they no longer speak to each oth-
er.

Freshmen Kylie Beck has a cringe-
worthy story, too.  The date was 

planned to be watching a Marvel 
movie that Kylie’s brother really 
wanted to see.

 “My parents made my little broth-
er come,” Beck said. That made the 
date awkward from the start. It wasn’t 
the boy who made the date unpleas-
ant, Beck said, but rather the fact that 
her brother started sobbing during a 
heart-wrenching scene. 

Finally, although you’re not sup-
posed to include yourself in a journal-
ism story, this first date story is too 
good to miss. I was about 12, and I 
was meeting a girl at the skating rink 
in Meadville. 

She showed up, and she brought 
her parents. I wasn’t expecting that, 
but I politely made their acquaintanc-
es. 

What happened next may surprise 
you. Her dad followed us around 
the rink all night, while her mother 
watched from the bleachers. 

The girl kept falling and wanting 
me to pick her up, but there was no 
way I was putting my hands on her in 
front of her dad. 

After that night, we never saw each 
other again. 

Sharing awkward first date stories
By Kaitlyn Kozalla

SENIOR PUBLICATION EDITOR

     In a world where cellular devices 
are the first and last thing we see 
every day, there’s no doubt these 
devices affect our relationships both 
online and offline. 
      Constantly bouncing between 
social media, people tend to lose 
sight of family relationships 
and the world around 
them. Various kinds 
of relationships are 
affected by social 
media today. 
     According to 
Social Media Ex-
plorer, a popular 
online news source, 
social media is as ad-
dictive as taking drugs. 
     If a couple lives together, 
this can cause a serious problem 
in the household. Instead of recon-
necting at the end of each day, most 
find it impossible to stay off their 
phones, missing out on a valuable 
conversation that could strengthen 
the relationship. 
     This problem also exists in family 

households. 
     While at a family reunion or a 
holiday party, how much are you on 
your phone? 
     “I notice this a lot in my house-
hold, and I don’t like it,” senior 
Dariann Beebe said. 

    “It seems like everyone’s just 
sticking their nose in their phone all 
the time rather than spending time 
with people who matter the most.”
     Fostering relationships online 
can lead to hurting offline relations 
and also can make us less able to 

communicate. 
     Many teens who have social me-
dia talk to people from all over the 
world, and these online friendships 
and relationships can feel very ad-
dictive because texting and chatting 
creates a sense of intimacy. 
     This can distract people from the 

real world and lead them to be 
introverted and incapable of 

talking to people offline. 
     Not only does 

social 
media affect 
person to person 
relationships, it 
can also affect a 

person’s self-image 
and self-worth. 

     Social media has 
been linked to higher levels 

of loneliness, envy, anxiety, de-
pression and decreased social skills.
    “Teenagers seem to take more 
to heart than adults,” senior Theo 
Smith said. “I see social media 
affecting a lot of people in our 
school emotionally and it’s not a 
good feeling to know how much it’s 
influencing them.” 

How social media affects relationships
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By Sam Hetrick

DESIGN EDITOR

Valentine’s Day is a time to show 
and give love to your significant oth-
er. Oscar Wilde said, “Keep love in 
your heart. A life without it is like a 
sunless garden when the flowers are 
dead.” 

For lonely people like myself, it 
sometimes feels like the flowers are 
beyond dead in my garden. And feel-
ing lonely on Valentine’s Day may 
seem like the end of the world. 

It’s easy to feel this way because 
the media and advertising make it 
very clear that being alone should not 
be the norm for anyone. 

Although you may feel you are 
alone, there are many others in the 
same predicament as you. The best 
thing you can do is be happy with 

what you already have. 
One thing you can do is ignore 

Valentine’s Day completely. There 
is no rule that says you need to cele-
brate Valentine’s Day. 

Another possibility is to treat your-
self. Provide yourself with the love 
and appreciation you deserve. Take 
yourself out to eat, enjoy your favor-
ite hobbies, or go on a walk by your-
self through the park. 

You could also be your own secret 
admirer. Send yourself flowers or 
chocolates via the mail. Avoid listen-
ing to love songs or seeing romantic 
videos or movies. 

Make some fun plans. Go to a 
sporting event, see a play, or heck, go 
skydiving.

Another great thing is to reach out 

to some other 
single friends 
you may have. 
Go to the gym 
together, see a 
movie, go out 
to eat, or just 
chill at one of 
your houses. 

You can 
also incorpo-
rate work ethic into being lonely. Do 
some housework, clean your room, or 
clean up your bathroom. 

Finally, consider playing Cupid for 
your lonely friends. Send one of them 
an anonymous bouquet of flowers, 
chocolates, or a gift card. 

Remember, it’s just one day, so 
find a way to make it magical for you. 

The single person’s guide to navigating Valentine’s Day

By Amanda Crowl

FEATURES EDITOR

Valentine’s Day, the day of love, 
is tomorrow. 

There will be flowers, chocolate, 
and cards, but most importantly, 
love and happiness. 

The National Retail Federation 
predicts that this year Americans 
will spend roughly $20.7 billion on 
Valentine’s Day on people and pets 
they love, and even themselves. 

Is this for a holiday that isn’t even 
a holiday? The Saegertown commu-
nity has a lot to say about it.

The feeling in the air that sur-
rounds everyone on Valentine’s Day 
is generally warm and fuzzy. 

A number of people are looking 
forward to happiness being spread on 
this day. 

Dinner with family and friends 
also plays a major role in peoples’ 
celebrations.

 “It is a good way to acknowledge 
everyone; a happy day,” eighth grad-
er Travis Peters said.  

Peters looks forward to the amount 
of liveliness throughout the public. 

Others question whether February 

14 is a holiday or not.
Seventh and eighth grade teacher 

Heather Mook said, “I see it as just 
another day.  I don’t see anything 
special about it other than to tell peo-
ple that you love them. Society has 
made it too materialistic.” 

The holiday has earned the contro-
versy through the commercializing 
sense of it. 

In fact, Feb. 14 is the second most 
popular holiday for greeting cards 
in the U.S. with around 145 million 
cards sold, according to data from the 
Greeting Card Association. 

English teacher Greg Molnar said, 
“Instead of cards, I prefer moments, 
and moments can occur on any day.” 

While some may see the day as an-
other day that has been turned into a 
big deal, others disagree. 

Sophomore Maycy Troples com-
mented, “You should be able to cel-
ebrate love,” and senior Theo Smith 
said, “It just exemplifies the love that 
you show for somebody.”

Valentine’s Day was made to cel-
ebrate love since the fourteenth cen-
tury, according to Britannica. So why 
not show the people in your life how 
you feel about them. 

Variety found in views on V-Day

Sam Hetrick
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By Brennen McWright

STAFF WRITER

DISCLAIMER: This information is 
purely fictional. None of these events 
actually happened, and are all part 
of the puzzle. Please do not accuse 
people of actions based on this ac-
tivity and news story, or the Panther 
Press will be forced to stop releasing 
these puzzles.  Also, if you find any 
parts of this puzzle, please keep them 
in the area you found them. If they 
are moved, you will not receive your 
prize.

Saegertown’s Principal David-
son strolled into his office. He sat in 
his chair and looked around. Then, 
he saw it. One of his drawers was 
open, and a folder was missing. He 
searched the room, but the folder 
wasn’t there. This is Davidson’s re-
telling of the events. 

The incident occurred on Jan. 17, 
but information wasn’t released to 

the Panther Press until yesterday. 
Davidson said that he had hoped to 
resolve the issue without releasing in-
formation to the press. Davidson also 
shared that the documents contain 
important information.

Other than the drawer being open, 
the only object out of place in David-
son’s office was a Sherlock Holmes 
book, one of his prized possessions. 
He dismissed the loss as a misplace-
ment of the book. “I probably left it in 
the Panther Hallway,” Davidson said. 
“I like to talk with the students before 
school.” 

Principal Davidson is urgently 
searching for the file. If you find the 
documents, please email shsmyster-
ies@gmail.com through gmail or the 
website shsmysteries.carrd.co, and 
you will receive a reward. 

Start your search in the Panther 
Hallway and the website. The person 
who solves the mystery will receive 
a prize. 

SHS Mysteries Case 1: Crucial documents go missing

Cut out this card and give it to someone you love. Original design by Paisley Mangold.

Special Thanks to Pro Auto of Edinboro 
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