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Shutdown 2020: Notes from the Principal’s Office 
By Tom Baker
PRINCIPAL SAEGERTOWN JR. SR.
HIGH SCHOOL

We are currently in the midst
of some unprecedented times in
our country’s history. As we
enter the end of the first week of
the mandatory school shutdown,
it is hard to fathom what is occur-
ring.

There are still many questions
that need to be answered, and
many of them must be answered
at the highest levels of our state
and national government. 

As I write this, I am taken back
to college courses that must be
taken to not only become a
teacher in Pennsylvania, but to
become a principal as well. 

There is not a course entitled
“What to do when school is shut
down for two weeks because of
a virus,” much less a course on
what to do when confronted by a
national pandemic. 

As this national issue pro-
gresses, we are essentially writ-
ing the rules on what to do and
what not to do. 

For those of you enrolled in
school today, you will look back
on this event and pass on what
occurred to those who come after
you at Saegertown High School. 

This will be a similar event to
the bombing of Pearl Harbor for
your grandparents and the events
that occurred on 9-11 for your
parents. 

This event will bring similar
memories, and you will be able
to tell what you were doing dur-
ing this trying time in our coun-
try’s history. 

I would encourage all of you
reading this to create a journal of
your activities so that the infor-
mation can be passed down and
will not be lost. 

We are currently living history,
and it should not be forgotten. As
the time passes, be thankful that
you get to spend time with fam-
ily creating new memories. 

Take advantage of this time off
and do something that you have
wanted to do, but have not had
enough time to accomplish. 

This could be as simple as

reading that
book that you
wanted to or
learning a new
skill online. 

First and
foremost, be
thankful for
what you have
and don’t forget
to appreciate those things. 

Continue to follow the dis-
trict’s website for updates as they
become available. The informa-
tion changes daily as we continue
to write new policies for this type
of event. 

And finally: Stay Calm, Stay
Safe, Stay Home. 

Mr. Baker

By Dayna Woodruff
NEWS EDITOR

After many years at
Saegertown, Kim Martin
and Sondra Hunter’s last
day was March 12 (which
also ended up being our
last day due to the shut-
down).  

Both ladies are being

transferred to other jobs
in the district as a result of
contract changes for the
PENNCREST support
staff. 

Hunter, who served as
building secretary, will
work in the office at
Cambridge Springs High
School. Martin will
switch from her position

as learning support aide
to Student Services at
PENNCREST Central
Office. 

Hunter has worked in
the school for nearly 22
years, serving as secretary
for the past seven years. 

She will miss the
friendships with the office
staff, teaching staff, and
aides she met in her time
here. “It is sad to be leav-
ing the students that I
have watched grow
throughout the years,”
Hunter said. 

Her favorite part of the
job was “making the of-
fice a fun environment to
work in and helping stu-
dents whenever they
needed it.”

Martin has worked for
the district for 15 years,
and currently is an aide
for the junior high stu-

dents. She has mixed
feelings about leaving,
but she believes that “life
is full of changes, and
part of being successful is
accepting these changes
with a good attitude.” 

Martin noted that she
will miss the connection
she had had with the stu-

dents over the years and
seeing their academic and
personal successes. 

Her final message to
the students is to “be
strong, truthful, and fair
to yourself and others.”

We thank them both for
their service to our
school. 

Saegertown says farewell to Mrs. Hunter and Ms. Martin

Nick Archacki/PANTHER PRESS  
Ms. Kim Martin has been transferred to Student
Services at central office. She will be especially
missed by her students and Mrs. Heather Mook. 

Nick Archack/PANTHER PRESS  
Saegertown’s dynamic office duo of Debbie Chaney
(left) and Sondra Hunter said goodbye on March 12.
Hunter will be at Cambridge High School. 

910 Market Street
Meadville, Pa. 
(814) 807-0820

Cindy Thompson, 
Proprieter

On March 19, the Pennsylvania Department of Education
announced that all standardized testing has been can-
celled for the remainder of this year due to the COVID-19
outbreak. That includes PSSA and Keystone Exams. 



By Patrick Amy
STAFF WRITER 2009?10

Fire department per-
sonnel have been nobly
responding to their com-
munity's needs when
called to action since
1736 when Benjamin
Franklin co-founded the
Union Fire Company—
the first organized volun-
teer fire company in the
United States. 

Since then, about 3,000
departments have formed
across the state of Penn-
sylvania alone. 

The Saegertown Vol-
unteer Fire Department
has proudly served the
community and sur-
rounding areas since
1895 and will celebrate
its 125th anniversary this
year. 

However, a notable de-
cline of volunteers has
become a crisis across
the U.S. and right here in
Crawford County. 

According to the Penn-

sylvania Fire and Emer-
gency Services Institute,
in 2018, the number of
volunteers was about
38,000, which is signifi-
cantly down from
300,000 in the 1970s.

Today, of the roughly
2,500 active companies
serving Pennsylvania,
more than 90 percent of
members are volunteers. 

Without enough volun-
teers, fire departments
cannot function, and
communities will not
h a v e the immediate
emergency services it re-
quires. 

The fire service has
evolved to include med-
ical emergencies, motor
vehicle accidents, haz-
ardous weather condi-
tions, and other
responsibilities, as well
as fighting fires. 

Members learn numer-
ous skills, including
teamwork, confidence,
and communication in
serious situations. They

also learn how to prop-
erly use equipment and
trucks along with the
maintenance that comes
with them. 

Emergency Medical
Technicians (EMTs) play
a crucial role in a fire de-
partment's services as
well. The majority of
calls are for emergency
medical services, so hav-
ing trained professionals
on location to assist is
crucial. 

Fire departments are
also looking for individ-
uals to help and develop
the business side of the
organization. 

Business volunteers
ensure that departments
have sufficient funds to
operate regularly. This is
achieved through dona-
tions and fundraisers. 

Without community
support and volunteers,
first responders could not
do their jobs adequately. 

If you or anyone you
know may be interested

in volunteering with your
local department, please
feel free to contact the
Saegertown Volunteer
Fire Department on
Facebook at
@SAEGVFD or through
their website at
www.saegertownvfd.co
m. 

Applicants must be at
least 16 years old. Volun-
teers would be happy to
assist you through the ap-

plication process or con-
nect you with depart-
ments in the surrounding
area. Thank you for your
support!

(Patrick Amy is a vol-
unteer fireman with the
Saegertown Volunteer
Fire Department. His
wife Jenna is a former
Panther Press photo edi-
tor.)

The Panther Press is published once a month either in
house or at the Meadville Tribune. The publicaton and its

authors have won multiple awards from organizations such
as PSPA, PNA, Pennsylvania Press Club, and the North

West Pennsylvannia Journalism Competition. The publica-
tion belongs to the Pennsylvania School Press Association

and the Journalism Education Association. 
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“Congress shall make no law... abridging the freedom of speech or of the press...” -  From the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution Local fire department seeks volunteers

Jenna Amy/PANTHER PRESS  
Saegertown Volunteer Fire Department is currently
seeking new members. Visit saegertownvfd.com
for more information. 

By Brady Greco
SPORTS EDITOR

Everyday, millions
of people use social
media to communi-
cate to others. 

At Saegertown
High School most
students use Snapchat
and Instagram. Sen-
iors Chloe Luchansky and Karley Price
are known for having a variety of social
media networks.

For Luchansky, social media tends to
be a distraction. “I wake up and check
my phone, and I tend to be distracted by
being on social media when I could be
more productive with my time,”
Luchansky said. 

Luchansky added that being busy
keeps her off social media. “If I’m busy,
I could go hours without being on it.”
She  also shared that if she has spare
time, she uses social media to see what
is new.

Price’s daily routine revolves around
social media.  “I go on it everyday,

which probably isn’t a
good thing. It’s just my
daily routine,” Price
said.

She admitted that
being off social media
for a few days is diffi-
cult but beneficial. 

“When I went to
Camp Venango a few
years ago, you weren’t allowed to have
phones, which was super nice,” Price
said. “It was a joy to take a break from
my phone. That lasted only three days.”. 

Price and Luchansky are two of the
many students who are on social media
for most of the day. 

Many students like Luchansky and
Price use social media to help them
communicate and have  something to
talk about everyday. 

How long could you last without so-
cial media? 

If you don’t have or use social media,
we’d like to tell the story of how your
life compares. Contact us at
shetrick@penncrest.org.

Social media part of daily routine for many

PriceLuchansky

How are Saegertown stu-
dents feeling about the hy-
brid schedule and block
days? 

I personally thought it
would be met with outrage and negativity,
but it seems most of the students feel that
it benefits their education. 

Students say that they appreciate having
longer periods, as there is more they can
learn in a single period, and because there
is usually an opportunity to complete
homework in those classes. 

Other students are very appreciative of
the Lunch Plus and the WINN period. 

There are, of course, the students who
only like those additions because they are
permitted time off or to leave early, but the
majority of people see this as a benefit be-
cause they get time to study, work on late
work and homework, and ask their teach-
ers additional questions they may have.

Students have expressed that the sched-
ule gives them plenty of chances to en-
hance their learning. A lot of the feedback
also discussed how having the block days
gives the week some variety, allowing a
break from half the classes.

I, for one, agree that the schedule is a
positive thing. 

I feel that I have both the opportunity to
learn and do more and get somewhat of a
break from some of my classes. 

Having more time for every class means
different things for every class. In art, it
means working on projects for a longer pe-
riod of time and going at my own pace. 

In chorus, there is not only more time in
the periods, but there are also more periods
in general since we changed from the A/B
schedule. 

We’ve been able to hold more concerts

than we could normally fit in
a year, and we have more
time in a period to refine
songs. I feel that the band
program may be benefitting

in the same way. 
Not everyone shares my positive opin-

ion of it, however. Many did not appreciate
going from eight to seven periods in a day. 

This shift cut time for electives and a
crucial part of our school’s spirit, the
Chamber Singers. Another issue is that sci-
ence classes that used to have a lab period
have lost some of that essential extra time
(both issues were covered on last month’s
opinion page by EIC Sam Shelenberger). 

The most negative impact of the new
schedule, in my opinion, is that students
who go to the career center have to leave a
quarter through their fourth-period classes,
missing out on valuable information. 

A handful of these students have an AP
class that period, which means they aren’t
just losing knowledge, but they also are not
as prepared for the tests as their full day
counterparts. 

Opinions on the schedule changes and
what to do about them vary, which is to be
expected, but I hope that we keep it the
same or similar next year. 

It brings so many things to the table that
if we fix the main bugs, like not having ad-
equate time for Chamber Singers and sci-
ence labs, and allow career center students
to be able to engage in all of their periods
without being forced to leave halfway
through, it’s sure to be a continuted  suc-
cess. 

Email me at auatkins@psdmail.org if
you would like to read the student feed-
back for yourself. 

Hybrid block encourages growth
Autie Atkins
Staff Writer

The College Board,
like everyone else, is ad-
justing to the uncertainty
of COVID-19. 

As of this printing, Ad-
vanced Placement exams
are being moved to en-
tirely online, at-home
tests.  

The tests will be signif-
icantly shorter, around 45
minutes, cover less mate-
rial than a full year of in-
struction would have
provided, and be able to
be taken with any tech-
nology available.  

For more information

and specifics regarding
each particular AP class,
please keep checking the
AP site at:  https://apcen-
tral.collegeboard.org/abo
u t - a p / n e w s -
changes/coronavirus-up-
date.

AP UPDATES

Have you been reading
“Saegertown Shutdown Stories” on

Panther Press Media?
Let our community know how you are

spending your time. Share your story by
contacting sashelenberger@psdmail.org

Across the
world, people
have felt the full
effect of the
coronavirus that
has shut down
schools, colleges, and non-
essential businesses. Penn-
sylvania Governor Tom
Wolf closed schools on
March 16, and it seems that
COVID-19 might prolong
this “break” from school
for a total of eight weeks
and potentially even longer.

Although most students
are elated about school
being canceled, there is one
high school class that is
upset, frustrated, infuriated,
and disappointed with the
current situation: our sen-
iors, the Class of 2020. 

“It’s a sad feeling know-
ing that we (seniors) may
never walk the halls again,"
senior Brandon Gaus said.
"It sucks for every senior
that plays a spring sport.
We may never get to play a
game again. Not only that,
but we may never get to
create any more memories
with our friends."

Since elementary school,
this year's seniors have
dreamed about walking
across the stage on gradua-
tion night, earning their
high school diploma, say-
ing goodbye to their class-
mates and peers, and

opening a
new jour-
ney into
their fu-
tures. 

H o w -
ever, the Class of 2020 may
not be able to have a proper
graduation like we deserve.
We may not be able to cel-
ebrate our graduation the
way we've always
dreamed. 

Not only will graduation
be in question, but the sen-
ior trip to Cedar Point,
spring sports, senior nights
at sporting events, prom,
and the spring chorus/band
concert are all in question. 

This is not what our class
deserves; we don’t deserve
to be dealt the wrong hand
on the year that was sup-
posed to be “our year.”

This is our final ride. We
don’t want to be the class
that never got to have a
graduation, a final spring
sport season, a final prom,
a final field trip, a final con-
cert, a final farewell.

Keep us, the seniors, in
your prayers. We want to
live the moments like all
the graduating classes be-
fore us. 

Saegertown Panther tra-
ditions are important. Help
us find a way to keep them
alive. 

CoronaClass of 2020
Nick Archacki
Managing 
Editor
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By Autie Atkins
STAFF WRITER

Five-thousand people
applied for one of the
country’s most respected
writing programs: the
Iowa Writers’ Workshop.
Twenty were accepted.

Saegertown alum and
former Panther Press ed-
itor in chief Erin Sherry
is one of them. 

She will begin her
Iowa journey this fall. 

“It was one of the most
stressful and exhausting
periods of my life. It was
terrifying to know I was
working so hard on appli-
cations for programs
where there was a very
real chance I wouldn't get
accepted,” Sherry said.

Sherry was ecstatic
when she found out she
had been accepted. 

“I hadn't really allowed
myself to dream about
Iowa, or to picture myself

there since the accept-
ance rate is extremely
low and so many great
writers from all over the
world apply every year,”
Sherry said. “I never
imagined I'd be accepted,
so I'm still processing the
news.”  

How was she ac-
cepted? To put it simply,
she wrote space stories. 

“I spent my final year
of college writing a col-
lection of short fiction
called ‘Exiting Earth,’”
Sherry said. “It had three

standalone stories that
had to do with the idea of
space travel and leaving
the planet.”  

Sherry has been work-
ing towards becoming a
writer since childhood. 

She and her best friend
Lexie Erdos (who later
served as co-editor in
chief of the Panther Press
with Sherry) did what
they call, “Weeklies”
throughout their school
years, where they came
up with prompts to trade
and write about. 

In junior high, she was
in a creative writing
course in the Alleghany
Arts Immersion program.

Sherry has also partic-
ipated in National Novel
Writing Month
(NaNoWriMo) several
times, which is where
participants write a
50,000 word manuscript

during the month of  No-
vember.

At the zenith of her
high school journalism
career, Sherry, who
started writing for the
Panther Press in seventh
grade, was the co-editor
in chief for both her jun-
ior and senior years. 

During this time she
wrote award-winning
columns about wide-
ranging topics including
the inequality of the
school dress code and the
negative impact of losing
a full time librarian at the
high school and elemen-
tary school. 

In May of 2019, Sherry
graduated from the pres-
tigious Emerson College
in Boston with a BFA de-
gree in fiction writing. 

Even after being ac-
cepted to the Writers’
Workshop course, Sherry

is still striving towards
more. 

“My goal is, by the end
of my time in the work-
shop, my goal is to have
created a body of work
that is ready for publica-
tion and surrounded my-
self with a network of
writers and editors that
will continue to support
my work for the rest of
my writing career.”

At the conclusion of
her time in Iowa, Sherry
hopes to be awarded an
MFA (Master of Fine
Arts). 

“So many writers I ad-
mire have either studied
at the Iowa Writers'
Workshop or taught there
at one point or another,”
Sherry said. “It's thrilling
(but also very intimidat-
ing) that I've been given
the opportunity to join
them.” 

Saegertown’s Erin Sherry accepted into Iowa Writers’ Workshop

Erin Sherry, 
SHS class of 2015
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By William Hetrick
SPECIAL TO THE PANTHER
PRESS

Three of them came,
one by one, to tell us their
stories.  

They were instructed
to bring their own chairs
and beverages as we
would not go inside our
house. 

“We could just meet on
our front porch,” my wife
Stacey Hetrick said.
“And keep six feet apart.
No touching.” 

And that is how a
porch meeting happened
in the time of COVID-19.  

I remember when a
porch was the gathering
place for young and old
alike. It served as the
heart of the home. 

On March 17, Kassie
Boyd, Braeden Kantz,
and Hunter Trzeciak,
three Panther Press alums
suddenly home from col-
lege, came to Grant Street

to update us on their
lives.  

All three, Kassie from
Robert Morris, Hunter
from West Chester, and
Braeden from Michigan
State, were sent home
with little warning, in-
formed that their spring
semesters would go on-
line only, their college
experiences shut down,
much like ours here in
Saegertown.  

We caught up with one
another, learned their
fears and joys, and essen-
tially got down to the
most important facts, the
ones that mattered.  

They are disappointed,
but okay.  They don’t re-
ally know what will hap-
pen but have faith that
family and friends will be
safe. 

I like to think these
successful and insightful
young adults were called
to our porch by our

friendship with them, but
as I headed back inside
after their departures, I
spied the journalism
computer set up in the
corner of our dining
room.

And I remembered all
four of them (including
their adviser, Mrs. Het-
rick) had work to do.

They were former high
school journalists, the
writers who told the sto-
ries of their community.

We are friends, of
course, but also story-
tellers, those who write
history.  

If the porch meeting is
any indicator of the mood
of this current time, I
think that we will all be
okay.  

We smiled, we talked,
we shared.  We didn’t
even elbow-bump as they
left, but our invisible
hugs were there.  

And very real. 

By Kassie Boyd
EIC 2018?19

Spring break for many
college students has been
extended - indefinitely. 

Many colleges have
switched to online in-
struction until mid-April,
with some even closing
for the remainder of the
semester. 

This means packing up
dorm rooms, saying
goodbye to friends and
professors and heading
home until the fall. 

Some professors have
chosen to simply modify
their course to consist of
online assignments and
readings while others are
meeting with their stu-
dents via Google Hang-
outs or Zoom. 

Professors who have
never taught online
courses and students who
have never taken them
are being forced to make
the transition. 

Because colleges have
closed their campuses,
students are scrambling
to move out and move
home on short notice.
Luckily, businesses like
U-Haul are offering 30
days of free storage to
students in need. 

Other concerns include
room and board refunds,
how to return rentals at
the end of the semester
and hour requirements for
internships and clinicals. 

While these circum-
stances are certainly un-
desirable, these decisions
are being made in the in-
terest of public health.

Sacrifices must be
made in order to flatten
the curve and, hopefully,
contain the spread of this
global pandemic. 

Eventually, things will
return to normal, but for
now, we must all do our
part to combat COVID-
19. 

Porch Story: Catching up in the time of COVID-19 Pandemic sends college kids home

By Hailee Gregor
STAFF WRITER

March is Music in Our
Schools Month, and even
though we aren’t actu-
ally in school, it seems
fitting to feature
Saegertown’s only
music and theater teacher
Mrs. Susan James for this
month’s Day in the Life. 

Mrs. James has been
teaching for 33 years.
Prior to coming to
Saegertown, she taught
grades k-12 in Dunning,
Nebraska, an extremely
small town. 

She taught in three dif-
ferent schools in that
area; one of them was a
one-room schoolhouse.
The entire school system
had two hundred stu-
dents. 

James came to
Saegertown in October of
1986. She currently
teaches junior and senior
high chorus, junior and
senior high band, Cham-
ber Singers, general
music and theater arts.  

Tell us about your ed-
ucation:  I went to several
elementary schools
growing up as we moved
5 times when I was a kid
and my family finally set
roots down in Edinboro
when I was 8. 

I graduated from Gen-
eral McLane High
School.  I played varsity
basketball, softball (was
named all-county left
field as a 9th grader) and
volleyball.  I was one of
the setters for the team 

and
we took second  in the
state two years in a row.

Then I attended and
graduated from Edinboro
University. 

What inspired you to
become a music teacher?  
I grew up with music in
my family.  My dad was a
university music profes-
sor.  

I was never really sure
that music is what I
wanted to do as a profes-
sion, but  I did know that
I had a passion for it, and
I wanted to pass on that
passion to others through
leading and making
music with and for others. 

 I was always playing
music and singing.  I
started piano lessons at
age seven, and I started
violin lessons at age 12.  I
consider my main instru-
ment my voice, however.
I ALWAYS sing.

What does music
mean to you?  Any event,
poetry, emotion, history,
movies, art, etc. can be
expressed through music.
Music is life.  Life is
music.  Nature is full of

music. You just have to
listen. 

Have you ever seen a
small child who does not
like music?  Put on
music and they will
dance and sing. It is part
of all of us from the time
we are born. 

What do you do in
your  free time?   My hus-
band Duane and I spend
a great deal of time to-
gether outside and at our
cabin deep in the woods.

We archery hunt, cut
firewood, and build
things. This summer we
will begin building my
tiny house on a 10' X 7'
trailer. 

I love to walk/jog so
my dog, Sam and I take
time every day to do our
3-4 mile route.  I love to
watch "The Walking
Dead" and also love
"Downton Abbey." 

I have two children,
Cathy and Sean.   Both
are married.  Cathy is
due to have her first
child April 7, so I am
going to be a Gramma!

Any final thoughts
you would like to
share?I would like to
take this opportunity to
sincerely thank all the
WONDERFUL students
who walk through my
door each day.  

They honestly keep
me happy, sane, and
feeling truly blessed.  I
will miss the 2020 sen-
ior music students
tremendously when they
graduate.  

A day in the life of: Music teacher Susan James
By Madelyn Lehner
BLUE DEVILSÕ DAILY

Cambridge Springs has
a YouTube channel that
features books read out
loud by both teachers and
students. Then people can
listen to the stories, or fol-
low along with their own
book, if they have the
same book. 

Mr. Brocious, our tech-
nology specialist, created
the channel for the school
in February. 

Mr. Turner and Mr.
Daddio made the name
for the YouTube channel
which is, “CSES Elevate
Your Mind.” 

“We had a meeting for
the reading community
and thought about some-
thing that would help the
students at the school.
Kids could listen to fa-
miliar people reading
books. That would help
them fall asleep, instead
of staying up and playing
games. Kids can use it at
night when parents are at
work, or at dinner when
they get bored,” Mrs. De-
Frances explained. 

The readalouds give
students a good website
to visit if they’re just
learning to read. 

It also can be helpful
for students to get com-
fortable with reading out
loud. The channel has
had a few read alouds so
far, but there is still going
to be more posted in the
future. 

You can find the site on
our own website at

w w w . c a m b r i d g e -
springselm.net/ or by
searching for it on
YouTube!

From Blue Devils’
Daily adviser Dee
Henry: 
The staff at Cambridge

Springs Elementary has
reacted to the shift to-
wards online educational
resources by continuously
adding content to a new
YouTube channel. 
‘CSES ElevateYour-

Mind’ began with just a
few read-alouds, but the
idea has gained traction
and viewers now have 18
videos from which to
choose. 
“Published authors are

reading their own books
online, but our channel is
unique because it’s our
own staff, our own little
community, and our stu-
dents can see and hear
their familiar teachers,”
Title 1 teacher Nicole De-
Frances said. 
This article, by sixth-

grade staff writer Made-
lyn Lehner, was published
earlier this month in the
Blue Devils’ Daily, Cam-
bridge Springs Elemen-
tary School’s new
newspaper. 

CSES teachers create readalouds

Madelyn Lehner
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Shutdown 2020: Saegertown Family Album What to do? What to do?

#pantherpride #alwaysapanther #together #family


