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By Livia ‘Scout’ Van
Cise
EDITOR IN CHIEF 2017?
18

I must admit, when I
heard that my university
was going remote, I pan-
icked. 
As a student on the

pre-med track, there is lit-
tle to no room for error in
my studies, and learning
outside of the traditional
classroom environment
was a new concept for
me. 
How would I adjust to

online learning with just
five weeks left in the se-
mester? Despite my anx-
iety, I was pleasantly
surprised once I resumed
classes remotely. 
My learning experi-

ence is different from
most of my friends and
peers because instead of
being quarantined in my

p a r e n t s ’
home, I
have an
a p a r t -
ment just
a few 
b l o c k s

away from campus. 
Even though I can’t re-

ally leave my apartment,
I’ve found that it is a very
relaxing place for study-
ing with minimal distrac-
tions.  
I have always been an

independent learner, so
remote classes are really
catering to my study
needs. And to be honest,
it really isn’t very differ-
ent from learning in the
classroom. 
Pitt is a large univer-

sity, and the majority of
my classes have over 200
students in them. 
This leaves no oppor-

tunity for class participa-

tion and interaction in
most cases, so listening
to a lecture at my kitchen
table doesn’t really differ
from listening in a lecture
hall. 
If anything, I prefer it

because I can work at my
own pace and take the
time to comprehend the
content rather than just
follow along. 
It definitely helps that

my professors have been
very adaptive and under-
standing during this time.
Several of my instructors
have removed the final
exam completely, and
others have made it op-
tional. 
The university itself is

giving students the oppor-
tunity to keep their letter
grades or take a pass/no
credit grade after seeing
their final course scores. 
This gives students the

option to choose if their
classes from this semester
will contribute to their
overall GPA, so students
who are negatively af-
fected by online classes
are not penalized. 
While I cannot wait to

get back to the hustle and
bustle of everyday life, I

understand the impor-
tance of social distancing,
and I am so grateful to
have the opportunity to
still learn during this quar-
antine. 
In the meantime, I will

continue to study hard,
wash my hands, and Hail
to Pitt. 

Hailing from a distance: Remote learning at the University of Pittsburgh

Livia Van Cise is a sophomore at the University of
Pittsburgh. She is a neuroscience major on the
premed track.

By Braeden Kantz
MANAGING EDITOR 2018?
19

Today, with most of the
world living under the
threat of the COVID-19
virus, we are witnessing
the changing of an era. 
The term “social dis-

tancing” has become both
the symbol of the resist-
ance against the coron-
avirus and the hallmark of
the “meme” countercul-
ture.      
This era of quarantine

has undoubtedly changed
the way that the masses
consume, interact, work,
and, for a large portion of
the younger population,
learn. 
As a student at Michi-

gan State University, one
of the largest universities
in the country, life changed
in an instant. 
Michigan State was, as

far as I know, the third uni-
versity to close its physical
doors as a result of

COVID-19,
following
only Ohio
State and
Rutgers. 
A p -

proximately
a week before the i n i -
tial shutdown professors
began telling students that
they were being prompted
to prepare for a possible
transition to online
courses. 
Like many students, I

took little notice of the
warnings and assumed that
the university was being
overly paranoid about a
pandemic that seemed a
world away. 
Then, on Wednesday,

March 11 at 10 a.m.,
MSU students received the
email notifying us that
physical classes would be
suspended as of noon that
day and we would begin
online courses the follow-
ing day. 
For many students, in-

cluding myself, classes
were not immediately
available as some profes-
sors were not as prepared
for the transition as well as
others. 
When Zoom classes fi-

nally began, there was a
noticeable difference in
the overall curriculum.
Classes were cut to the
bare bones to accommo-
date the drastic change in
instruction. 
Many classes either

completely dropped
exams or found a way to
break the exams into
smaller quizzes that would
be administered every
week. 
For me, the transition to

online learning has proven
to be detrimental to the
learning process. 
Students who choose a

physical university gener-
ally choose it because it is
what best fits their learn-
ing style. 
Personally, I struggled,

and continue to
struggle with the
scheduling and
time manage-
ment aspects as-
sociated with
each class. 
This is not an

u n c o m m o n
issue.
Over twenty-

two thousand
MSU students
signed a petition
for the school to
introduce a pass/fail grad-
ing scale that will not im-
pact cumulative GPA,
which the university did,
relieveing some pressure
on students. 
With Zoom classes now

the norm and even a possi-
bility for the Fall semester,
the question remains if the
classes are effective or if
the students enrolled in
them are benefiting. 
Some of my classes

have become disorgan-
ized, making it harder to

learn the important topics
that will be essential to my
future success. 
That being said, I have

taken it upon myself to use
the time that the pandemic
has provided to learn be-
yond Zoom by exploring
topics that interest me. 
To my fellow scholars, I

implore you to make the
most of the time you have
been given to reflect on
your dreams and aspirations
and ultimately become a
better version of yourself. 

Michigan State University turns to online classes with mixed results

Braeden Kantz is a freshman at
MSU majoring in entrepreneur-
ship and innovation. 
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“Yay! A two-week va-
cation” is all anyone
heard in the living-learn-
ing centers at Duquesne
University when the
school first announced
the idea of online learn-
ing for a two week quar-
antine period. 
Reality set in after the

university announced it
was closing for the se-
mester. 
Honestly, I was really

nervous about how the
whole process would
work, and I knew the
road ahead would not be
smooth for anyone.  
Duquesne, a small, pri-

vate Catholic university,
relies on its relatively
small class sizes of typi-
cally fewer than 30 stu-
dents as a key component
of learning. 
In a lot of courses,

classroom participation is
a major portion of your

grade. So
for me,
a soph-
omo r e
e c o -
n o m i c s
major en-
rolled in 18 credits of
courses directly related to
my major, the idea of not
having in-person lectures
was terrifying. 
Overall, the transition

to online learning has
been a bumpy road for
everyone. 
Professors had to make

all of their “person-to-
person” material accessi-
ble online. This has not
gone smoothly for some,
and students have been
expected to keep up with
the transition while still
being responsible for
schoolwork that had al-
ready been assigned. 
It's safe to say every-

one was confused for a
while.
As the confusion has

cleared, the most stress-

ful part has been staying
organized. 
Duquesne did not

mandate professors to
teach in any certain for-
mat so each class is being
managed differently
among a range of online
platforms. 
When you are enrolled

in six different classes all
using different platforms,
it can be a lot to manage. 
The university has,

however, issued a
pass/fail incentive to
allow students to choose
to pass or fail a class or
take their earned grade
depending on what will
best help their GPA. 
Since the transition, I

have been spending ex-
ponentially more time
per class trying to teach
myself material that
would typically be taught
through conversation.
On top of this, I have

had to dedicate a lot of
time to learning each new
online platform/tool as

well as relearning how to
learn considering most of
the professors’ teaching
techniques have been al-
tered in some way. 
Although the process

has not been easy, it was
necessary, and I think it
has made everyone learn
something about them-
selves that they did not
previously know,  and re-

ally, who doesn't love
that?
It also means I get to

“go to” class with all four
of my dogs, which is
pretty cool! 
So with just a short

time remaining in the se-
mester, I plan to put my
nose in my books and
power through. Go
Dukes!

Online Learning: A bit of a bumpy road at Duquesne University 

Laura Monico is a sophomore at Duquesne Uni-
versity. She is an economics major with a public
health minor and hopes to run a non-profit some-
day.

By Hunter Trzeciak
FEATURES EDITOR 2017?
18

On March 10, I was
home for spring break
and walking out the door
for my eight hour work
shift when I got an email
notification that made my
heart sink. 
“WCU to Move to Al-

ternate Modes of Instruc-
tion for the Remainder of
the Spring Semester” was
the headline, and it was
then that I realized just
how severe COVID-19
actually was. 
As a second year phar-

maceutical product de-
velopment major, almost
all of my classes are sci-
ence-based courses and
labs. 
When I first heard

about the switch to on-

line, I was
confused
and con-
cerned by
h o w
classes like

drug design
and organic chemistry 2
lab would be conducted,
as they typically require
very hands on learning. 
After being in online

classes for about a month
now, I can genuinely say
the transition has been a
unique adjustment for
sure, but not as hard as I
initially thought. 
Many professors have

seemed to “up” our
workload in order to
compensate for not hav-
ing in-person classes.
This has been extremely
stressful, especially as I
am still working part

time as a personal care
aide and considered an
essential worker. 
I do, however, under-

stand and appreciate all
the hard work my pro-
fessors have put forth to
help us all successfully
learn the material.
One positive about

being in remote learning
instruction is the lack of
social distractions. 
As someone who is a

part of greek life on
campus and West
Chester’s Honors Col-
lege, it can be hard to
balance both the fun so-
cial and intense aca-
demic environments that
come with being a col-
lege student. 
This situation has al-

lowed me to focus solely
on my academics which

has led me to appreciate
the material I am learn-
ing even more. 
This whole experience

will definitely be some-
thing I will remember

for the rest of my life,
but I think I will be com-
ing out as a better stu-
dent overall knowing
that I can handle what-
ever is thrown my way. 

West Chester: A semester inside ‘Zoom University’

Hunter Trzeciak is a sophomore at West Chester
University. She majors in pharmaceutical product
development, with minors in biology, chemistry,
and communications.
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