
SENIOR ISSUE 2020

Compiled and Designed by 
Sam Shelenberger, Editor In Chief



2 Opinion The Panther Press
Friday June 5, 2020 3Senior Staff Farewells The Panther Press

  Friday June 5, 2020

“Congress shall make no law... abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press...” - From the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution

The Panther Press is published once a month either in 
house or at the Meadville Tribune. The publication and its 
authors have won multiple awards from organizations such 

as PSPA, PNA, Pennsylvania Press Club, and the North West 
Pennsylvannia Journalism Competition. The publication be-
longs to the Pennsylvania School Press Association and the 

Journalism Education Association. 

Editor in Chief
Sam Shelenberger

Managing Editor
Nick Archacki

Senior Publications Editor
Kaitlyn Kozalla

Design Editor
Sam Hetrick

News Editor
Dayna Woodruff

Opinion Editor 
Meadow Campbell

Features Editor
Amanda Crowl

Sports Editors
Josh Weaver, Brady Greco

Photo Editor 
Juliann Perry

Social Media Editors 
Sydnee Bowersox, Kylie Beck

Web Site Editor
Emma Shenk

Multimedia Editor
Nathan Campbell

Panther Paw Editor
Camryn Trzeciak
Staff Writers
Autumn Atkins, Lennon Campbell, 

Josie Deeter, Michael DeJohn, Genny 
Gajdowski, Hailee Gregor, Paisley Man-
gold, Brennen McWright, Jake Reising-
er, Nathan Samuels, Theama Scott

Adviser 
Stacey Hetrick

The Panther Press Staff    Volume 14: 2019-2020

The Panther Press
Founded 2006

Published Monthly 
18079 Mook Road, Saegertown, Pa. 16433

Write Us
Letters must be typed and 300 words or less. Sign 

your letter and drop it off in room 215. 

Nick Archacki
MANAGAING EDITOR

Before I reached high school, the 
students and staff upstairs already 
knew who I was. One day, Mrs. 
Hetrick had a conversation with me 
and said, “It’d be really cool to have 
a bowler as a journalist.” From that 
day on, I’ve always had an interest 
in The Panther Press.

Looking back, I’ve shared a lot 
of great memories with journalism 
over the past three years. One of my 
favorities was the first story I ever 
wrote, which made every editor say, 
“We have a problem,” because I 
wrote over 1200 words when they 
asked for 300. Another was the 
day Mrs. Hetrick received her sec-
ond Golden Apple Award while we 
were in fifth period journalism class. 

I also really enjoyed my time as 
the News Editor, having Kaitlyn as 
my partner-in-crime since we were 
J1’s, and spending days after school 
working on the paper with Kassie, 
Braeden, Sam, and Mr. & Mrs. Het-
rick. 

Journalism has allowed me to 
have confidence in public speaking 
and voicing my opinion. I’ve been 
able to tell stories that may get un-
told, communicate with people bet-
ter, dig deeper into our local com-
munities, and represent Saegertown 
High School because of journalism. 

Most importantly, I’ve learned 
to enjoy the moments that matter 

most… with your friends, family, 
classmates, and teachers. This time 
you have in high school is precious, 
and time flies by so fast.

 2020 has not been the year we all 
expected it to be. In fact, it’s been 
the polar opposite of anything we 
expected. This year hasn’t been fair 
to the world. So many unfortunate 
events have happened that have af-
fected us all in one way or another. 
Even though this time is tough, we 
have to fight through it. 

For the future journalists of Sae-
gertown High School, please keep 
the passion of journalism alive. 
Make the upcoming years for The 
Panther Press some of the best. You 
all have some great stories to tell be-
cause of what has happened in the 
past three months.  

Fight for your words and express 
your voice until the very end. Don’t 
give up when you’re having a dif-
ficult time getting past “writer’s 
block.” Be versatile in your writing. 
Don’t quit. Don’t be afraid to ask for 
advice. Keep journalism going, our 
school needs it.

 I will miss this class so much; it 
meant so much to me. Journalism 
was my favorite part of the school 
day. I hope one of you journalists 
can fill the shoes of the predecessors 
in this publication’s history to the 
BEST of your ability.

Thank you, SHS. One final time, 
This is Nick Archacki, signing 

off.

Sam Shelenberger
EDITOR IN CHIEF 

“Hello everybody, I’m Sam She-
leberger, and welcome to the Pan-
ther Pawdcast!”

Those words were ones I never 
thought I would say, and yet that’s 
how Dustin Steiger and I started off 
every video we did together.

Life can take you down multiple 
paths where you never expected to 
go. I think the end of this year has 
proven that to all of us. At the begin-
ning of this school year, I thought I 
would end my year like the seniors 
always had. 

In May, I would spend time with 
the people I have grown up with and 
have one final laugh before we all 
go our separate ways. I expected to 
learn and have a great time with all 
of my teachers, have my final band 
and chorus concert that I have been 
looking forward to since I was in 
seventh grade, and hand out my fi-
nal issue of the Panther Press to the 
lunchroom before I handed the reins 
of the Panther Press to a new gener-
ation of journalists. 

It is safe to say none of that went 
as planned.

While that is upsetting to know 
that everything I’ve worked for was 
canceled, I’ve learned something 
from Monty Python. 

“Always look on the Bright Side 
of Life.” 

We are living through something 
that will be talked about in history 
books, and I had the opportunity to 
document it all. 

Through our Saegertown Shut-
down Stories, we were able to re-
cord what people were doing to 
make it through a time when every-
thing was changing on a daily basis. 

I’ve written and edited stories 
about a huge variety of topics, but I 
got the opportunity to make and doc-
ument history as we lived through it.

I joined journalism in my soph-
omore year simply because Mrs. 
Hetrick sought me out and said, 
“You’re a pretty good writer. I want 
you to take journalism.” 

Ironically enough, I barely wrote 
anything for the first year and a half, 
as I was building the broadcast pro-
gram with Dustin Steiger. 

I never thought I would make 
it beyond staff writer. I thought 
the biggest thing I would ever do 
in journalism is make a broadcast 
about homecoming, but life took a 
different path. 

I’ve influenced the school board, 
caught the attention of people all 
across the country with the stories 
we told, and written the first rough 
draft of history. 

However, the most important 
thing I did was entertain. I brought 
smiles to people’s faces just from 
taking two idiots and a camera and 
going around the school. 

I will never be able to get over 
how crazy my high school journal-
ism career has become, but I can 
say that I will never forget it, and I 
would like to thank Mrs. Hetrick for 
making it all possible. 

She has helped me grow and ma-
ture into who I am now, and she was 
always supportive of what crazy 
idea I came up with. 

I know that now may be a strange 
time, but remember Saegertown, the 
best is yet to come. 

Thanks for watching Saegertown, 
I hope you enjoyed. 

Remember to follow us on twitter 
@PantherPressSHS. 

This is Sam Shelenberger, signing off.
Kaitlyn Kozalla
SENIOR PUBLICATION EDITOR 

Life puts you through tons of ob-
stacles that you have to face every-
day. 

For most seniors, our year began 
with hope in our eyes and excite-
ment to have a traditional gradua-
tion amongst other things. 

Since the pandemic of COVID-19 
senior year has all but flipped upside 
down, a very unexpected obstacle 

life has thrown at us. 
The Class of 2020 was born when 

the world was grieving over 9/11 
and now graduating in the time of 
a pandemic, with stories being told 
around the world for years to come. 

Even with these obstacles, the 
student press has overcome, using 
social media to act and document 
this unprecedented time. 

When I chose to sign up for jour-
nalism in my sophomore year of 

high school, I never expected to be 
where I am now. 

Stepping into a busy newsroom 
was very intimidating, but once 
you get to know everyone, it just 
becomes a big family working to-
wards one goal. 

This class has taught me a lot 
about not only journalism but my-
self as well, things that I probably 
wouldn’t have ever learned if it 
weren’t for writing so many pieces 

that are important to me and what I 
believe in. 

I urge you to keep this program 
alive for years to come, tell your 
story and so many others, because 
the student press is heard and valued 
by so many. 

Although we may not have the 
same beliefs, make yours heard, 
know that people are reading your 
amazing work, and keep pushing 
through any obstacles life throws at 

you. 
The three years of journalism 

have been well worth the hard work 
of finding new and more creative 
ways to speak for myself and others. 

As my senior year comes to an 
end, I will always be grateful for my 
opportunity to be a part of this pro-
gram. Always remember, there is no 
democracy without journalism. 

This is Kaitlyn Kozalla signing 
off. 

One last time: Senior editors say goodbye

Sam Shelenberger 

Nick Archacki

Kaitlyn Kozalla 

To the Seniors of Saegertown 
High School Class of 2020, you 
have done it. 

You have persevered through this 
time of uncertainty and achieved 
your goals of graduating from this 
place that you have been a part of 
for the last few years. 

This was not an easy journey; it 
has been full of ups and downs as 
well as highs and lows, but you have 
overcome them all. 

This most recent event that has 
affected all of us at the school was 
just another chance for this year’s 
graduating class to show that they 
have what it takes to succeed in an 
ever-changing world. 

This experience has strengthened 
you in ways that you may not even 
realize. 

You have become better thinkers, 
better listeners, and better friends as 
a result of this unprecedented school 
shutdown. 

Your senior year has been forever 
altered. You have missed many of 
the traditional elements of being a 
“senior.” 

These events, which in pre-
COVID-19 world were thought of 
as essential elements of a senior 
year, now seem like things that have 
been taken from you.  

However, I would like you to 
view them as elements that have 
made you stronger, not only as peo-
ple, but as a class of students.  

You may not think people will 
remember what you have gone 
through this year, but I believe that 
your class will be remembered for 
years. 

The experiences of the Class of 
2020 have been truly unforgettable.  

Now that you have graduated, do 
not forget all the people who helped 
get you there. 

What I mean by that is that you 
should honor not only your parents, 
teachers, and friends, but everyone 
else you have encountered on this 
graduation journey. 

Now that you have graduated, do 
not forget where you came from and 
do not lose the memories that you 
made while you were at Saegertown 
High School.

No matter what, always remem-
ber that you are a Saegertown Pan-
ther.

Principal Tom Baker

From the Principal’s office: Goodbye to seniors
When I was about 10 years old, I 

lived in a small Edinboro neighbor-
hood.  

I was a tomboy; playing foot-
ball, making forts in the woods, and 
spending summer evenings playing 
hide and seek with the neighbor 
kids.  

Summer seemed to last forever, 
and it was filled with carefree fun.  

I remember listening to music on 
the radio and to the music my older 
brothers were listening  to on their 
vinyl records.  

I recall really loving the two 
songs below. 

Not knowing why then, but look-
ing back now and listening to them 
again, I believe it was because of the 
harmonies I was hearing.   

Now, as I listen I still love the har-
monies, but I also listen more care-
fully to the meaningful lyrics. 

Now you take the time to listen. 

Truly listen.  
Anyway, I had sparkles in my 

eyes at that time, and I thought, 
“Why not see if the neighbor kids 
would want to start a band so that 
we could sing songs like that?”  

Well, my idea was kind of pushed 
aside as playing football, making 
forts and playing hide and seek were 
not quite as complicated.  

I basically buried the idea of mak-
ing music at that time.

At the age of ten, I had a passion 
for music and I didn’t know it nor, 
did I understand it.  

I had a passion to make music;  
to organize and direct musicians so 
that I could hear them singing and 
playing harmonies and feel those 

sweet sounds in my soul.  
It took years for me to realize that 

this is what I loved and what I want-
ed to do.  

Now that you have that inside 
scoop about me, I am here writing 
to thank you.  

Thank you for allowing me to 
fulfill my passion and to live out a 
lifelong dream.  

I have been blessed to have had a 
great career teaching music to won-
derful students such as yourselves 
for 33 1/2 years.  It has been fun!!  

As you grow and search for your 
passion, look back to your youth.  
Your passion could be buried within 
you and you just need to rediscover 
it, as I did.

Find it and you will be truly hap-
py.  This is what I wish for you. I 
will miss all of you more than I can 
ever express in words. 

It is time for me to say “so long”.  

So long and thanks for the songs: Final message from Susan James

Mrs.  Susan James, 
Retired SHS Music Teacher

“Wasted on the Way”
-Crosby, Stills, and Nash

“Teach Your Child”
-Crosby, Stills, Nash, and Young



4 NewsThe Panther Press
Friday June 5, 2020 5Words of Wisdom The Panther Press

 Friday June 5, 2020

Compiled by Staff

Giving advice comes naturally to 
teachers, so it’s no surprise that they 
have some last-minute wisdom to 
share with the seniors as they head 
off into the next stage of their lives. 

Certainly, this year’s senior class 
will be remembered by the staff for 
many reasons, and the epically odd 
end to their senior year will never be 
forgotten. With that being said, here 
is what staff members had to share 
with the seniors: 

“You have to do you! Who you 
think you are will definitely evolve 
as you experience this thing called 
life. This change is you growing 
into who you are supposed to be. 
I want you to remember above all 
else that human decency and kind-
ness will take you further than any-
thing. Try to be better than you were 
the day before and appreciate the 
small things!” 

- Assistant Principal Kylene Ko-
per

“In any time of uncertainty, re-
member the good advice that was 
always given to you-respect others, 
be true to yourself, and be both ac-
countable and responsible.  When 
you do all of these things, every-
thing else will fall into place.”  

- Mr. Chris Greco

“Don’t know what you want out 
of life? Take some experiences to 
mold you and your opinions. You’ll 
have plenty of time to live the rest 
of your life, take your time getting 
there!

 - Mr. Justin Hayes

“Nothing is known yet in your 
life, and everything is a possibility, 
so take the time to have an epic ad-
venture, make some leaps of faith, 
do what you always wanted because 
this is the best time in your life to do 
so.  This pandemic will pass as do 
all things.  When this virus becomes 
a footnote of the past, and before 
you make decisions that will form 
your life, live for a moment or two 
and make a memory.” 

- Mr. Greg Molnar

“Sine labore nihil --Those who 
earn success will know what this 
means.”

 - Mr. Stephen Roesch

“Life is too short to worry about 
tall grass.  Don’t get so involved 
with the minutiae of life that you 
miss the big picture.  Things have a 
way of working out, often in spite of 
our best plans. Consider well your 
choices, but then make a choice and 
don’t look back.” 

- Mr. Mike Brenneman

“To be awake is to be alive. Be 
awake.” 

 - Mr. William Hetrick

“Leave people better than you 
find them. No hurt is forever. All 
wounds can heal.” 

- Mrs. Stacey Hetrick

“Continue to smile, laugh and 
be a bright light in the world. You 
have the ability to bring joy to oth-
ers without even meaning to do so. 
Always be kind, as you never know 
what someone else might be going 
through. I have the fondest mem-
ories laughing and joking with the 
Class of 2020 when you were in 7th 
grade. That was a challenging year 
for me personally, as many of you 
may recall. I genuinely enjoyed the 
good times we shared. I wish you all 
the joy and happiness you brought 
to me five years ago.” 

- Mrs. Kara Bridger

“Live without regrets!” 
- Ms. Heather Eckart

“Remember only the wonderful 
things others say about you and say 
wonderful things about others.  Find 
people who make you happy and 
keep them as friends forever.  Work 
hard, play harder and laugh often.  
Be willing to laugh at yourself.”  

- Mrs. Debora Houck

“Every task that you wish to ac-
complish, no matter how big it may 
seem, can be broken down into 
smaller, more manageable steps. 
Sometimes things seem to come 
easy so you can take leaps and 
bounds, other times you may have 
to resort to baby steps.” 

- Mr. George Nahay

“Best wishes and good luck with 
your future endeavors!  Enjoy life to 
the fullest!  Stay true to yourself!” 

 - Mrs. Heather Mook

“Be curious. Never lose your 
sense of wonder or adventure.  
There is always something new to 
learn or try.  If you keep an open 
mind there are no limits to the won-
ders that you can invite in.  And 
above all remember to LIVE your 
best life, LAUGH at yourself often, 
and LOVE unconditionally. PS stu-
dent loans are the devil!”

 - Ms. Kathryn Thomas

“Whatever you decide to do with 
your life, do it with love in your 
heart! You can be anything you 
want to be if you stay focused and 
work hard.”

 - Ms. Ashley Corvin

“Find your passion and live it to 
the utmost.  When a door closes 
somewhere, a window will open.  
Always find a song you love and 
sing it.  Oh, and seize the last donut 
in the box when everyone else is too 
shy to do so. YUM!!”

 - Mrs. Susan James

“Never be afraid to try new 
things. You can do anything you 
want in life despite the obstacle, 
whether it takes two minutes, or 
your whole life. Don’t regret not 
giving it a shot.” 

- Mr. Scott Bidwell

“Enjoy each day as you leave 
high school and start out on your 
own adventure in life. Don’t look at 
what you don’t have or currently are 
missing that you want, instead EN-
JOY each moment of every day and 
all it has to offer.” 

- Mr. Brian Lipps

“Find your joy and live every day 
to its fullest.” 

- Mrs. Kim Schaffner

Teachers and staff offer words of wisdom to the Class of 2020

contributed photo
Principal Tom Baker and Assistant Principal Kylene Koper delivered yard signs to 
teachers on May 8 and 9 for Teacher Appreciation Week. 

By Amanda Crowl
FEATURES EDITOR

At the PENNCREST school 
board meeting on May 11, Policy 
214 Class Rank was approved. It 
ends the tradition of naming vale-
dictorians and salutatorians at PEN-
NCREST schools with the Class of 
2020. The policy states: “The class 
of 2020 will be the last graduating 
class to receive a class rank as previ-
ously defined. The titles of valedic-
torian and salutatorian will end with 
the class of 2020.” 

This means that Kaylee Mulligan 
will be the last to hold the title of 
valedictorian at Saegertown, while 
Lauren Haylett and Ashley Wenzel 
will be the last salutatorians. 

“What an honor it is to be vale-
dictorian of the Saegertown Class of 
2020, and what a bigger honor it is 
knowing that I’m the last one ever,” 
Mulligan said. “The three of us are 
the last ones to hold these titles, and 
there is no one else I’d rather share 
this honor with than Ashley and 
Lauren.”

Haylett feels similarly:  “Holding 
the title of salutatorian is already a 
huge honor, but now that I will be 
one of the last people to have the ti-
tle,  it means even more.” 

Noting that she was thankful to 
have the opportunity, she added, 
“These titles have been a long last-
ing tradition, so I never would have 
thought that we would be the final 
ones.” 

For Wenzel, the academic compe-
tition provided an incentive to strive 
for more each year academically. 
“Walking into seventh grade, I took 
an honest look at myself. My one 
real attribute was being relatively 
smarter than the average, awkward 
teenager, so I decided I would strive 
to be valedictorian,” Wenzel said. 

“Becoming valedictorian was 
not only my goal but also my mo-
tivation to put in more effort than 
the rest of my class. I wish Lauren, 
Kaylee, and I could have fought 
until the very end for valedictorian 
even if that would mean I’d lose my 

co-salutatorian title.” 
Regarding Policy 214, Wenzel 

expressed dismay, “I really have a 
hard time understanding why the 
school board would even consider 
taking these titles away, ‘’ Wenzel 
said. “Many people seem adamant 
about making academic achieve-
ment feel just as important as sports, 
and you would never take away the 
competition aspect of a sport.” 

Mulligan also voiced concerns: “I 
do feel for all the younger kids who 
will not get the chance to earn these 
honors because their academic suc-
cess should not go unnoticed.” 

According to Principal Tom Bak-
er, the policy had been under con-
sideration for some time, and the 
school shut down provided an op-
portunity to make the move away 
from class rank and the titles of 
valedictorian and salutatorian. 

“This is a change that should have 
been made a long time ago,” Baker 
said.  “Having a nationwide pan-
demic prompted us to adopt a policy 
that will allow more students to be 
recognized for their academic ac-
complishments in the future.” 

Assistant Principal Kylene Koper 
agrees. “I am happy that we ended 
up having a tie for salutatorians this 
year to be able to honor one more 
student with that recognition,” Ko-
per said. “I am also happy that, if it 
had to end, it ended with this class, 
because so much has been taken 
from them with the COVID-19 pan-
demic, so it is good that they are the 
last to have this tradition.” 

For the Class of 2021 and beyond, 
the policy establishes categories for 
honors as follows: “Graduating 
with Distinction – 98% or higher 
Graduating with High Honors – 90-
97.99% Graduating with Honors – 
80-89.99%.” It also stipulates that 
class rank can be calculated at the 
student’s request for scholarships or 
entrance into post-secondary institu-
tions. 

To read Policy 214 Class Rank 
and learn more about the coming 
changes, visit penncrest.org/board. 

School board Policy 214 ends 
PENNCREST tradition of 

valedictorian and salutatorian

2020 Crawford County Bowler of theYear
&

4-time Crawford County Youth Bowler
of the Year (2014, 2016, 2019, 2020)

Nick Archacki

Dear Panthers,

We all agree that so much was 
missed this year from prom to con-
certs to spring sports and gradua-
tion. 

We’re also missing our chance 
for a formal “goodbye.” 

No last day of school hugs or 
yearbook signing to mark the end of 
this crazy year. 

What I would write to you all is 
“Thank You, SHS!” 

Thank you so much for the time 
we did have together. Every day 
was an adventure in the art room. 

While we were together, we took 

care of each other like family. 
We’ve laughed and cried, learned 

and loved and sometimes danced. 
To my Art Club, I am sorry you 

sold a bazillion meat sticks and still 
didn’t get your field trip. 

Next year you should go big! 
To my SPA members, every sin-

gle one of you are amazing individ-
uals, and I am so proud of you. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hetrick will be your 
support, and your school stands 
with you. 

My seniors, go out and change the 
world. Your hearts and minds and 
talents are desperately needed. 

I started the year with a quote “If 

you can be anything in this world, 
be kind.” 

I hope I’ve shown you kindness 
this year, and maybe you learned a 
little art along the way too. 

I will miss you all and I will nev-
er forget my year as a Saegertown 
Panther.

Ms. Ashley Corvin

Ms. Ashley Corvin says ‘Goodbye’

By Nick Archacki
MANAGING EDITOR

Senior Kaitlyn Kozalla has 
received national recognition for a 
recent Panther Press column.

“Shutdown Column:  When 
your dad works at Wabtec, you 
worry,” which was published on 
April 5 as part of the ‘Saegertown 
Shutdown Stories’ series, earned 
Kozalla fourth place for Outstand-
ing Coronavirus Coverage (OCC) 
from the National Scholastic Press 
Association (NSPA), the Society 
of Professional Journalists, and the 
Society for News Design in the 
General Content/Online category. 

This is the first time that a Pan-
ther Press journalist has received 
national recognition.

“I’m at a loss for words about 
how this story gained so much 
attention for the NSPA OCC 
awards,” Kozalla said. “With-
out my adviser Mrs. Hetrick, I 
wouldn’t have gotten that recog-
nition. After three years of high 

school journalism, I feel that it’s 
the best way to end my high school 
journalism career.”  

Kozalla’s opinion story focused 
on her concern about her father’s 
safety working at Wabtec during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 “Every day is a struggle.,” she 
wrote. “My father is a committed 
worker, but with the outbreak, it’s 
truly terrifying to have him in that 
environment.”  

Kozalla, who had previously 
written articles about the conditions 
at Wabtec, said, “I needed to be a 
voice in support of the union work-
ers during this unprecedented and 
unpredictable time.”  

She also noted that Wabtec’s 
response to the pandemic exposed 
again what she describes as the 
company’s corporate greed. 

Responding to Kozalla’s recog-
nition, her parents Dan and Amy 
Kozalla expressed excitement. “We 
are so proud of Kaitlyn’s accom-
plishments! She has consistently 

strived to improve and refine her 
writing skills. This recognition truly 
shows how hard she has worked 
over the last several years. We 
couldn’t be more proud of her.”  

Adviser Stacey Hetrick agrees: 
“Kaitlyn has worked very hard 
for the past three years to devel-
op into the fine journalist she is 
today. When you look at the list of 
winners, she is in some impressive 
company. I am thrilled for her and 
proud.” 

As a part of the graduating Class 
of 2020, Kozalla has left words of 
advice for the underclassmen of 
SHS who have an interest in writ-
ing. “If you have the option to take 
a journalism class in high school, 
do it! All the hard work pays off in 
so many ways.” 

To view all the winners from the 
first round of outstanding coronavi-
rus coverage, visit studentpress.org. 

You can read Kaitlyn’s 
award-winning column at thepanth-
erpress.com.

Senior editor’s column receives national recognition 
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 Katelyn Young

Zane SchlosserLauren Haylett &
Abbey Passilla

Brandon Gaus &
Josh Weaver 

Max RavenscroftLexie Burdick

Kaylee MulliganKenny Kiser
Basketball: Beating General

McLane twice and hitting a three-
pointer to win against Northeast
Softball: Getting to play at the

beautiful complex in Dubois
after winning District 10.

  Jaden Higby. I swear every
night he got blasted by a spike.
If we were having an off night,
it’d always bring up the mood.
Thanks Jaden for sacrificing

several pairs of glasses!

Winning the 
District 10 Softball title

twice.

Taking eighth in the state
for baseball my freshman

year.

Being named Captain
of the soccer team and

getting to lead my
team to an overtime
win on Senior Night.

Winning the first
playoff game in

Saegertown/Cambridge
girls soccer history.

Sweeping CASH when
they expected to destroy

us and our motivation
being the "here kitty

kitty" sign.

On Senior Night, I was the last
match and we were down by five

points. I had to pin my opponent or
we lost. I bumped up a weight
class, and I wrestled the kid I

couldn't pin last year. I was able to
stink him for the win.

Infographic created by: Nick Archacki, Managing Editor

"The moment you give up, is the moment you let someone else win."- Kobe Bryant

Maddie Mondi

Making it to states my
sophomore year for

Cross Country.

As I leave SHS for the next 
chapter of my life, I want to thank 
everyone for sharing their time, 
talent and lives with me.  

It seems just yesterday that I 
began at SHS as a Learning Sup-
port teacher.  But when I look at 
the photos of my children I realize 
they were 3, 8 and 11. 

Often I refer to students as “my 
kids.”  

I did come from a large family 
with 6 other brothers and sisters, 
but if I calculate the number of 
“kids” I’ve had, it would be some-
where around 2500.

The next chapter of my life is a 
bit of a blank slate.  

I now will have a little bit more 
freedom with my time, and will 
spend that time with my own chil-
dren and two grandsons. 

Recently, I obtained my coun-
seling license and will be doing 
some private practice work.  

Additionally, I will continue 
to compete with my horses in the 
sport of Working Equitation  

This sport allows me to travel 
around the East coast. 

I definitely will miss the school 
family, and I wish every one of you 
the best.  

Thank you so much for the 
memories.

Mrs. Rose Watt
Mrs.  Rose Watt

Mrs. Watt says ‘Farewell’

By Amanda Crowl
FEATURES EDITOR

In a time where nothing is cer-
tain and the world is changing on 
a daily basis, the PENNCREST 
school district is already looking 
ahead to how schools can safely 
reopen in the  fall. 

School reopenings will large-
ly depend on the county’s phase, 
which ranges from red, yellow, 
and green.

 As of right now, Crawford 
County is in the green phase, 
meaning schools can re-open with 
the fewest restrictions

When schools do reopen, they 
must follow guidelines set by the 
Pennsylvania Department of Edu-
cation (PDE). 

The most recent guidelines pub-
lished on June 3:  “Preliminary 
Guidance for Phased Reopening 
of Pre-K to 12 Schools,” state that 
schools who are in the process of 
opening must have a “‘pandemic 
coordinator’ and/or a ‘pandemic 
team’ with defined roles and re-
sponsibilities for health and safety 
preparedness and response plan-
ning.”

According to Superintendent 
Timothy Glasspool, PENNCREST 
will be organizing three school 
re-entry teams: the first team will 
be community, parents, and stu-
dents, the second team will be 
teachers, and the third team will be 
support staff. 

These teams will provide guid-
ance about how the opening of the 
2020-21 school year will proceed. 

The administrative team will 
then aggregate the feedback from 
the teams and construct a School 
Re-Entry Plan that will be ap-
proved by the school board and 
submitted to the PA Department of 
Education.

Dr. Glasspool shared that he be-
lieves virtual learning is likely to 
continue this year. 

To support that, the district has 
planned additional professional 
development for teachers this sum-
mer, created enhanced WiFi access 
in school parking lots and build-
ings, purchased online resources 
and programs, and completed the 
purchase of 1200 new iPads with 
funds from the CARES Act (Coro-
navirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security Act). 

All plans for the coming school 
year are still under construction ac-
cording to Dr. Glasspool. 

With the state’s plan, schools 
can begin reopening after July 1. 

“Our plan is to open our facilities 
for summer school organizations 
on July 6 (fall sports and band),” 
Dr.               Glasspool said.

The preliminary guidance pro-
vided by the state takes into ac-
count the rapidly evolving nature 
of the situation: “Given the dy-
namic nature of the COVID-19 
pandemic, PDE’s guidance will 
evolve as further research, data and 
resources become available.” 

The report also noted that 
schools should be prepared to re-
spond quickly to changing condi-
tions and include how they may 
cycle from less to more restrictive 
environments. 

For Dr. Glasspool, the focus 
is clear:  “Our concerns include: 
protecting our most vulnerable 
students and staff;  implementing 
mandated CDC guidelines; and 
providing high quality learning to 
2648 students.”

To read the latest state guidance, 
visit education.pa.gov 

Looking Ahead: PENNCREST prepares for Fall reopening

Traditionally, Mrs. Watt reads this poem each year 
to the graduating class at the Awards Assembly
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Dear Covid-19,

Students sound-off on nobody's favorite virus

    Hi. Gosh, do I have things to say to you. In a
few short months, we have grown to have more of
a love-hate relationship than Amy and Elder
(people in this book series I’m reading which is
amazing by the way but beside the point). 
     Part of me wants to thank you. You saved me
from socializing at a time when school to me was a
place I dreaded, and you gave me a chance to grow
closer to the people I work with. So for that, I will
forever be grateful. 
    You do annoy me though. A lot actually. No one
can go anywhere. If it wasn’t for work, I doubt I
would have had the chance to leave the house at
all. I just want everything back to normal now. 
     If it wasn’t for you I could be seeing my friends
and going bowling, watching movies. I could be
college touring because that’s something I need to
be thinking about but because of you I now have
other worries. I could have my license! I could be
driving around and visiting people and doing
everything that I can’t be doing now. 
     So thanks Corona. Thank you for saving my
butt when I needed it, but I think I can handle it
from here. I appreciate the good you’ve done for
me, but maybe now you should just let everyone
get their lives back on track. I think we’d all
appreciate it.
 
From: A junior

Dear COVID-19,
    Last week, the philosophy course I am enrolled
in discussed the nature of adversity. It became
clear to me that adversity is what makes us strong,
and without adversity, we would be mentally
underdeveloped and unable to adapt to new
situations. 
    It is disappointing that students are missing out
on many high school memories. Especially
seniors, who do not get to enjoy the last months of
their high school career. However, students are
gaining a new, unique experience through this
pandemic that you have created, COVID-19, and
it will shape who they are. It is true that students
are missing out on a “normal high school
experience,” but students are gaining exposure to
situations that will teach them how to adapt to
unusual circumstances and will guide their future
decisions. After all, we are the culmination of our
experiences. 
    For better or for worse, this pandemic will
change the world, and we are watching it happen
around us. It will be difficult, but the world will
persevere. 
    Humans are built to adapt. I do not want to
direct anger towards anything - not the country
this originated in, not the race of the people in that
country, not the officials that are responding to
this virus, and not even you, the virus itself. A
virus is a natural thing in our world, and it is no
one’s fault. We are all trying our best to do what
we think is right, even if we are sometimes wrong
about what is right. 
    The best that we can do right now is to pay
attention to our surroundings, stay connected, and
love and care for each other.

Sincerely,
Trinity Ives

Dear COVID-19… Thank you.

    I’ve learned a lot this year. To be honest, this
might have been the hardest lesson I’ve had to
learn. Nothing is completely permanent. 
    I have to place a six-foot distance between
my friend and me as she’s on her knees crying
over some stupid guy. I can’t hold her. Instead,
I show my love by keeping my distance,
wearing a mask, staying home. 
    Thank you, COVID 19, for teaching me how
to make deeper connections with people, for
showing me who will be there for me, and
opening my eyes to how fortunate I am to have
parents caring enough to let me spend hours on
the phone each day contacting them. 
     Thank you, COVID 19, for making me
realize how grateful I am for my teachers.
Although it’s hard to find the motivation to
complete every assignment, I’m so grateful I
have teachers who haven’t turned their backs
on me. 
     I realize now, nothing is permanent. Not
only has my daily routine changed, but also the
people in my everyday life have changed. It’s
not a bad thing to change; however, sometimes
it’s hard to watch it happen. Humans by default
are afraid of change, yet that’s all this year has
brought. 
     Thank you COVID 19, for forcing me to
face this fear. I thoroughly believe Adrianne
Hemenway was right. “Sometimes our lives
have to be completely shaken up, changed, and
rearranged to relocate us to the place we’re
meant to be.”

Sincerely,
Lynsie Kimple


