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“Congress shall make no law ... abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press.”- From the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution

Election Sound-Offs
I honestly don’t like either candidate, but 
Biden seems a lot better than Trump. When 
Trump says “Keep America Great” it’s 
not good. People are dying every day from 
COVID. 

When Trump says “Keep America Great,” 

he doesn’t mess around. He helps Americans, 

African Americans, and the non-working class. 

I’m a Trump supporter. Trump 2020. 

Both candidates have attributes that can be 
intimidating to my race and my safety as well 
as the well-being of America. 

Personally, I don’t agree with either of these 

men leading our country. Yes, both have 

done some good things in their time in the 

government, but the reality is neither will be 

able to contain the others’ supporters’ anger 

post-election.

Trump’s slogan says that he will keep the stock 
market booming, unemployment rates down, a 
Covid-19 vaccine available soon. He will keep 
America great for another four years. 

Biden openly admits that he would try to con-

fiscate guns. Trump protects the rights of gun 

owners.

Library closure sparks outrage amongst avid readers
For many years the Saegertown High School 

library has served me and the countless other 
bookworms of the school as an extensive and 
easily accessible resource to fuel our minds 
and to unleash our wild imaginations. 

This year, things are looking slightly differ-
ent as we are currently experiencing a district-wide library closure. 
This closure was issued due to fear that the distribution of library 
books will lead to the spread of Covid-19. 

PENNCREST librarians have been informed that the libraries may 
in fact open again later in the school year. 

I believe there is no need for this closure. Yes, the coronavirus will 
spread through the air, through physical contact with someone with 
the virus, or through touching a surface containing the virus just like 
any other virus in existence including the flu. 

However, like everything else in this world, the virus will die. 
COVID won’t stay forever on the surface of library books just as 
nothing else can remain forever. 

If a human gets COVID, they are required to quarantine for a 14 day 
period. So the question is, what is this number for objects?  

According to an article on the healthline.com written 
by Jill Seladi-Schulman, Ph. D, the virus can survive 24 
hours on cardboard, up to 4 days on paper, and 3-7 days 
on plastic. 

Now, let’s talk about how libraries work. 
If I want to check out a book, the due date is stamped 

on the card in the back of the book, and the librarian documents that 
I have said book. 

That sounds like contact tracing to me. So if we can modify ev-
erything else in life to account for COVID, why can’t we modify the 
library system? 

The answer is we can. 
Therefore, I propose a reopening. Open the libraries, but keep coro-

navirus restrictions. Wear masks while browsing, trace who has had 
books in their possession, then isolate those books when they are re-
turned. 

When the books have been isolated for long enough that any virus 
on their surfaces are believed to have died, they may be returned to 
the shelves. 

Reopen the libraries and reignite the minds of students.
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As we slowly draw to the close 
of the first nine weeks,  there have 
been a multitude of changes. 

First and foremost are the 
changes that have occurred be-
cause of the COVID-19 Pandem-
ic. The “new normal” as it is be-
ing called is that the wearing of 
masks has become a part of the 
dress code. 

These masks have ranged in 
design from a simple bandana 
to an elaborate glitter-covered 
mask. This simple change has 

stirred emo-
tions across 
the entire 
range, from 
acceptance 
to denial. 

The next change has involved 
the transformation of the library 
into another cafeteria to increase 
the “social distancing” during 
lunches. This was a very hard 
decision to make, but in order 
to spread people out while eat-
ing, it was a necessary one. Un-

fortunately not 
everyone gets to 
use the new caf-
eteria tables that 
were purchased 

to move on from the round tables 
with the mismatched chairs that 
were in the cafeteria last year. 

Through all the changes, we 
have managed to maintain a 
sense of normalcy here in school, 
especially with athletics and ac-
ademics. As a community, we 
should be proud of these accom-

plishments.
We have faced all of these 

changes head on and been able 
to continue roaming the halls and 
the classrooms of Saegertown 
since September 2. 

This is something that cannot 
be said by other schools in the 
local area. This is a tribute to the 
perseverance of everyone in the 
building. 

And that is another reason why 
“I am glad I am a Saegertown 
Panther.”

Notes from the office: Be proud of our community



3People and Places The Panther Press
         Monday, November 2, 2020

By Amanda Crowl
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Saeger town 
High School’s 
art program has 
changed teachers 
for a second time 
in the last three 
years. 

When Ash-
ley Corvin, who 
filled in for Mrs. 
Papinchak last 
year, was hired to 
teach at Cambridge Springs High 
School, a new teacher was needed as 
Mrs. P. does not plan to return until 
next year. 

Mr. Caleb Hines accepted the po-
sition. 

Hines started his degree in edu-
cation in 2009. From 2012-14, he 
worked as a substitute teacher. Then 
he spent three years teaching English 
in Japan, which he noted was an un-
usual experience for him.

 “The town that I was in was about 
the size of Erie, as far as popula-
tion, but the actual arrangement was 
much more spread out,” Hines said.

“A lot of rice fields, moun-
tains, forests, that kind of thing.” 
A world-famous shrine also stood 
across from the high school where 
Hines taught, which resulted in 
many parades and festivals. 

Hines’s passion for art started in 
the commercial arts program at the 
Crawford County Career and Tech-
nical Center. 

“My original plan was to go into 
writing and illustration with the two 
combined, but I wound up switching 
into English education somewhere 
along the line,” Hines said. 

Art has remained a hobby of his, 
though, along with video games, and 
playing the trumpet, tuba, baritone, 
guitar, piano, and most recently the 
mandolin.

Since his arrival at Saegertown, 
Hines has been helping organize this 
year’s art club along with balancing 
helping students in school and stu-
dents in the virtual program.  

“I would say I hope for the best 
this year,” Hines said. “I look for-
ward to seeing what everyone can 
bring to the table in art class.”

Hines

Hines takes over 
art classes

Baldwin’s back in 
band and chorus

By Haiku Peters
FEATURES EDITOR

Mr. Patrick 
Baldwin, who 
spent 15 years 
teaching music 
at Saegertown, 
has returned 
this year after 
spending four 
years at Maple-
wood Elemen-
tary. 

He is excited to 
be back and shared that it feels like 
he has come back home. 

Baldwin is excited to be work-
ing with older students and re-
hearsing full ensembles. 

Making music while social dis-
tancing has proven to be a bit of a 
struggle within the music depart-
ment, but he is grateful for the op-
portunity to be making music at all 
and expressed that the technology 
he is using looks promising as the 
musicians are working on creating 
virtual ensembles. 

Baldwin lives in Linesville, and 
he has been married to his wife 
Debi since 2010. He has degrees 
from Grove City College (saxo-
phone and voice) and Drexel Uni-
versity (math). 

Outside of school, Baldwin is 
an avid board game collector with 
over 200 titles in his collection 
and an insurance policy on all of 
the games. 

He also loves gardening and has 
a raised bed garden that was quite 
successful this year. 

To anyone interested in enter-
ing the field of music education, 
Baldwin said, “Make sure that you 
are willing to sacrifice your time, 
your energy, and your love/emo-
tions because you will give that all 
to your students.”

Baldwin

guidance office 
welcomes mogel

devore takes 
guidance position

Hummel joins 
office staff

By Josie Deeter
DESIGN EDITOR

New to Sae-
gertown High 
School this year 
is Mrs. Christine 
DeVore, guid-
ance assistant. 

DeVore pre-
viously worked 
in the office 
at Cambridge 
Springs Ele-
mentary School. She has also pre-
viously served as an in-building 
learning support aide at both Sae-
gertown and Cambridge elemen-
taries.

As assistant to the guidance 
counselor, DeVore mainly works 
on filing school reports, enroll-
ments and withdrawals, and tran-
scripts for seniors. 

She hasn’t been in our building 
for very long, but she says every-
one is very nice and welcoming. 

In her free time, DeVore likes to 
travel and help with her husband’s 
family tool business. 

She also enjoys warm weather, 
the beach, and taking her boat out 
on the lake. 

“I have to say my passion is my 
kids. I kind of live for them,” De-
Vore said. She has four children 
and three grandchildren. She also 
has a small farm that houses six 
horses, four dogs, chickens, and a 
new puppy.

DeVore is adapting well to Sae-
gertown High School.  “Mrs. Mo-
gel is new to the position as well, 
as a guidance counselor,” DeVore 
said. “I’m eager to work hand-in-
hand with her.”  

DeVore

By LaWrynn Edwards
PANTHER PAW EDITOR

This year Sae-
gertown has a 
new guidance 
counselor, Chris-
ty Mogel. 

Mogel came to 
Saegertown from 
the Erie Charter 
School Of Excel-
lence.

“It’s very dif-
ferent coming to a 
county compared to being in the city,” 
Mogel said. “You still have the same 
issues, and same problems, but it’s 
just on a different scale.”

Mogel has helped students at Sae-
gertown in many different ways. She 
created a guidance Google Classroom, 
and has given all teachers and students 
the classroom code. “My plan is to be 
able to post things in there on a regular 
basis, that are of a specific context.” 
Mogel said.

And that is exactly what she has 
done. She shares different resources 
each day. The themes are  Motivation-
al Monday (topics on success and re-
silience), Training Tuesday (includes 
college and trade school informa-
tion), Warrior Wednesday (military 
and ROTC information), Technical 
Thursday (apprenticeships and other 
work force topics), and Free $$ Friday 
(scholarships, financial aid,  and grant/
loan opportunities). 

Mogel has been married to her hus-
band RJ since 2011, and she has two 
children: Colton and Evelyn. 

With regard to her experience so 
far at Saegertown, Mogel has positive 
thoughts: “I love it. Everybody is real-
ly welcoming. I think there is a really 
great group of kids. The staff is really 
phenomenal.” Mogel said. “I’m really 
excited to be here.”

Mogel

By Emma MacAdam
WEB SITE EDITOR

Mrs. Mon-
ica Hummel 
has joined 
Saegertown 
staff this year 
as an office 
secretary. 

She has 
been working 
for the PEN-
N C R E S T 
School District 
for 23 years. Before she came 
to Saegertown, she worked at 
Cambridge High School in an 
office position. 

Mrs. Hummel came to Sae-
gertown due to jobs being 
eliminated, and she decided 
that a change was needed.

In her free time, Mrs. Hum-
mel enjoys sewing, quilting, 
and canning. 

She was named Four-Star 
Homemaker at the Crawford 
County Fair, which isn’t easy. 
Contestants enter three items 
into the categories canned/dry 
food, clothing, baking, and 
needlecraft, and judges pick 
only one winner. 

Her favorite subject when 
she was a student was home 
economics. Her dream goal 
is “Being Martha Stewart,” 
she said. “I’m like her. I sew, 
quilt, bake, do canning and 
crafting.” She is married with 
no children, but has three 
nephews. 

She says she enjoys being 
at Saegertown.  “I like Sae-
gertown because the students 
show respect for their elders,” 
Hummel said. “Everyone is 
nice.”  

Hummel

Guidance Updates Guidance Updates Guidance Updates Guidance Updates Guidance Updates 

All students remember to watch the Guidance Google Classroom for important updates. Seniors applying to 4-year schools make sure to check out 
Gannon’s academic contests! The information is in my classroom, and you can win up to $12,000 for an hour-long test you take online from home, but 
you must sign up! Students planning on taking the SAT or ACT should talk to Mrs. Mogel if they have an IEP and would like to receive accommoda-
tions on these tests. Students who qualify for free/reduced lunch should also go to guidance for a fee waiver for these exams. All seniors should aim to 
have their college applications submitted by Thanksgiving. Make sure to tell guidance so your transcripts can be sent. Children’s Grief Awareness Day 
is coming up on Thursday November 19. Everyone should wear blue to create awareness around children’s grief. This day, which is always celebrated 
the Thursday before Thanksgiving, was started in Erie by The Caring Place in 2008 and is now celebrated all over the world. 
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Ms. Thomas’s spooky door takes top prize 

Timeline for downstairs hallway repairs uncertain
By Emma MacAdam
WEB SITE EDITOR

The walls of the first floor hallway 
have been in noticeably poor condi-
tion for over a year. 

They were stripped of wallpaper 
during the 2018-19 school year as 
part of the same renovation project 
that completed the upstairs Panther 
Hallway. 

According to David Dickson, 
PENNCREST School District direc-
tor of facilities and transportation, 
“They [the walls] have not been 
fixed yet because other projects have 
taken precedent.” 

The district plan calls for the walls 
to be patched and painted, and there 
is no definite time frame for the proj-
ect at this point. 

“The walls in the first floor corri-
dor will be patched and painted. The 
work will be done in-house as time 
permits, ” Dickson said. 

Principal Tom Baker noted that 
the project was approved by the 
school board at a meeting last year. 

“It has been discussed at several 
administrative meetings since that 
time,” Baker said. “And there is hope 
that the project may be completed by 
the end of the first semester.”

EMMA MACADAM/SHS 
The downstairs hallway has been in disrepair since the 2018-19 school year when 
renovations to the upstairs Panther Hallway were completed. It is hoped the walls 
will be patched and painted in the near future. 

By LaWrynn Edwards 
PANTHER PAW EDITOR 

Last year a group of students, 
along with art teacher Ashley 
Corvin, created a group called 
SPA (Saegertown Pride Alliance) 
to provide a positive space for 
LGBTQ+ students and their allies. 

This year, with Ms. Corvin 
teaching at Cambridge Springs, 
Mr. and Mrs. Hetrick have taken 
over advisership of the club. 

The goal of SPA is to provide 
support, promote equality, and 
spread awareness for students who 
are trying to figure things out such 
as sexuality, identity, and gender. 

The reason SPA was created 
was to help decrease bullying and 
create more acceptance. It is sup-
posed to help anyone who is un-
sure or struggling with different 
issues. 

According to president Jazlen 
Miller, the group is like a family. 
“I would have given anything to 
have a group like we have now, 
to walk in school and know I be-
longed somewhere,” Miller said.  

SPA isn’t only for members 
of the LGBTQ+ community, it 
is also open to everyone who is 
struggling or needs help.  It is a 

place to be yourself regardless of 
judgment, just coming to support 
your friends or family who are still 
trying to understand who they are 
and who they want to be. 

Mrs. Hetrick, who is new to the 
club this year, is enjoying the ex-
perience so far. 

“I’m very excited to continue 
the work that Ms.Corvin and the 
students started last year,” Hetrick 
said. “My major priority for this 
year is to grow our membership 
and create a safe and welcoming 
space for everyone in the build-
ing.” 

SPA meets during lunch plus 
on Thursdays and after school 
once every two weeks. According 
to Hetrick, the meetings include 
social hour type activities just to 
give people the opportunity to 
come together, talk, and share. 

Anyone who is interested in 
joining SPA can see Mrs. Hetrick, 
Jazlen Miller, or any of the other 
members. 

All are welcome, and the club 
is interested in gaining more al-
lies for the LGBTQ+ community. 
Listen for announcements about 
future meetings and see Mrs. Het-
rick with questions. 

SPA under new leadership 

Ms. Thomas’s WINN group was awarded first 
place in the Student Council spooky door decor-
rating contest. They will receive donuts for their 
efforts. Mr. Hines and Mr. Horne tied for second 
place and will be rewarded with a sweet treat.  
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EDITOR IN CHIEF

Geometry teacher Steve Sim-
check is well-known amongst stu-
dents and other teachers. His kind-
ness and respect was recognized 
when he received his second Golden 
Apple Award on October 30. 

Principal Tom Baker, Assistant 
Principal Kylene Koper, juniors Tori 
Miller and Ryan Yoder, and repre-
sentatives from Edinboro University 
and JET 24 news crew surprised him 
during fifth period. 

Simcheck was nominated by five 
Saegertown juniors, Brooke McK-
inney, Tori Miller, Ryan Yoder, Ni-
cole Oakes, and Ashton Henry. 

“Just one would have been amaz-
ing, five, that’s just humbling. It’s 
nice to be appreciated for the things 
that I’ve done,” Simcheck said. 

After being away from school for 

part of the year last year, Simcheck 
has received a warm welcome back. 

Three of the five students who 
nominated Simcheck were not able 
to surprise him with the award. 

However, Miller and Yoder were 
more than excited to be able to 
be present for the awarding of the 
Golden Apple. 

“I’m very very happy for him,” 
Yoder said. “He’s done a lot for not 
just me, but a lot of people through 
his own math classes, around the 
school, and just helping people. So, 
I’m really proud of him, and how 
much he’s worked to help other stu-
dents.” 

Simcheck’s Golden  Apple seg-
ment will air on JET 24 Wednesday, 
November 12 at 6 p.m. He previous-
ly won the award in Feb. 2013. 

“I think every student should have 
a chance to have him as a teacher,” 
Miller said
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Simcheck wins second 

Golden Apple Award
Compiled by Staff

Do you ever find yourself strug-
gling to make conversation? If the 
answer is yes, give some of these 
questions a try. Right now would 
be a good time to start. 

Gather up a group of friends and 
ask some of these questions. You 
may be amazed at what you learn 
about people you think you know,  
and people you might like to know 
better. 

What is that one thing your 
friends or family never let you live 
down?

What inspires you to be a better 
person?

What thing that you have made 
are you most proud of?

Would you ever ride a mechan-
ical bull?

Who gives you the best advice?

What is your most embarrassing 
moment in public?

What is your favorite place to 
take a walk?

Is there something in your life 
you’d never give up for anyone?

Are you a dog or cat person?

What is your favorite joke?

What is your favoirte side dish? 

What hobby or activity do you 
think is totally boring that other 
people enjoy? 

Do you have a favorite You-
Tube channel and what is it?

Have you ever done something 
and had no idea why you did it?

What is your favorite way to 
waste time?

What do people take for granted 
that really bugs you?

What’s the best gift you’ve ever 
been given?

What random act of kindness 
should be done every day?

What is the scariest thing you 
have ever done?

Who do you think has the best 
smile?

If you were on the run from the 
law, what country would you flee 
to?

What is the kindest thing you’ve 
ever done for a stranger?

Try some table talk with 3,000 Questions

By Piccadilly, Inc. 
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Saegertown Speaks: Donald Trump says that 
he will “Keep America Great.” 
What does this mean to you?

Saegertown Speaks: Joe Biden says he will 
“Restore the Soul of America.” 
What does this mean to you?

When Trump says “Keep America 

Great” this means to me that he is 

going to continue doing a great job 

and not let the corrupt democrats 

ruin the country. 

America was at its peak before 
Covid. Trump is bringing the country 
back to where it was. KAG means he 
is going to Keep America Great and 
restore law and order in the lawless 
democratic cities. KAG!

Trump will work on getting the 

economy back to how it was before 

the pandemic, The economy was do-

ing well, and it wasn’t his fault the 

pandemic happened. 

“Keep America Great” means 
greatness, individuality, strong-mind-
edness, and most importantly a for-
ward-looking mindset pushing to 
stay great and get better. 

It means that Trump will continue 

to do his job as America’s President. 

He will protect our citizens like he 

has for the past four years and help 

the United States continue to grow 

like it once was. He will help us out. 

I believe keeping America great  
means allowing everyone to have 
jobs and allowing gun owners to keep 
their guns without taxes being raised. 

I think “Make America Great” or 

“Keep America Great” means that 

he will restore the economy and 

bring back jobs in America. Trump 

will be a good president because he 

has a backbone and stands up for the 

middle class. 

He will do his best to make posi-
tive changes in the US. I do not par-
ticularly like this phrase because he 
is saying that he has already made 
America “great.”

It means that he will do everything 

he can to do whatever it takes to keep 

America at its best. The people of this 

country are his first priority. 

I believe Biden will build Amer-
icans back up from what we have 
gone through in the past few years 
and make people want to love being 
American again. 

Biden’s slogan means that he’s go-

ing to be trying so hard for everyone. 

He wants this place to be peaceful. 

He wants to bring back whatever 

good we had and make it bigger and 

better. Change it here. 

I believe this means to bring back 
actual kindness, morals, and sup-
port to the people because “keeping 
America great” isn’t working. There 
are many issues yet to be solved, and 
it is time to take action. 

Biden is going to do everything in 

his power to help the people connect 

with each other again. Many people 

are fighting and rioting. Biden wants 

to restore America’s harmony. 

Although I do not wholeheartedly 
support Biden, I think he is the best 

option we have. I’m scared I may 
lose the right to my bodily autonomy 
and my right to marry who I love, 
regardless of gender. Biden wants 
to give everyone their right to happi-
ness and freedom without fear. 

Biden is saying that he wants to 

unite people. Trump is saying that 

he wants to go back to the good old 

days and that he is a conservative.

Joe Biden is a decent and hon-
est man, I think. He will return our 
country to a country of kindness 
rather than anger. 

I think he wants to work on making 

everyone happy in the best way he 

can. He says he wants to be a presi-

dent for all of us. 

For Biden, the soul of America is 
the people. He wants to make sure 
everyone feels seen and heard, and 
he doesn’t want everyone to be an-
gry all the time. 

Quick Facts: 
*His astrological sign is Gem-
ini.
*Born June 14, 1946 in Queens, 
New York.
*Sent to New York Military 
Academy at age 13.
*Graduated in 1968 from 
Wharton School of Finance at 
the University of Pennsylvania. 
*Owned 14,000 apartments by 
the time he was 27.
*Starred in the series The Ap-
prentice, which started in 2004. 
*He has five children: Ivanka, 
Donald Jr., Eric, Barron, and 
Tiffany. 
*His favorite foods are Diet 
Coke, McDonald’s and meat-
loaf.

Donald Trump Mike Pence 
Quick Facts: 
*His astrological sign is Gem-
ini.
*Born June 7, 1959 in Colum-
bus, Indiana.
*Grew up idolizing JFK.
*Elected Governor of Indiana 
in 2012.
*Voted Jimmy Carter in 1980 
but Ronald Reagan inspired 
him.
*Moved to Indianapolis in 
1983 and attended Indiana 
University McKinney School 
of Law. 
*Superman is his favorite su-
perhero
*Was named by President 
Trump to lead the administra-
tion response to the coronavi-
rus pandemic. 

Quick Facts: 
*His astrological sign is Scorpio. 
*Born November 20, 1942 in 
Scranton, Pa. 
*Earned Law Degree from Syra-
cuse University.
*Served as a U.S. Senator for 36 
years. 
*Fifth youngest person ever 
elected to the Senate (age 29).
*Served as Vice President from 
2008 - 2016. 
*Ran for presidency once in 
2008. 
*He owns a 1967 Corvette Sting-
ray that his father gave him.
*He once challenged a reporter 
to a wrestling match.
*He loves ice cream and pasta. 

Quick Facts:
*Her astrological sign is Ari-
es.
*Born October 20, 1964 in 
Oakland, Calif.ornia.
*Attended middle and high 
school in Montreal.
*Graduated from Howard 
University and University of 
California.
*Served as Attorney General 
of California from 2011-2016.
*First African American  
woman to represent California 
in the Senate. 
*Her name comes from the 
Sanskrit word meaning “lo-
tus” flower. 
*She is the daughter of Jamai-
can and Indian immigrants. 
*She collects Chuck Taylor 
Converse sneakers.

Kamala Harris 

Did you know?
Crawford County 

has 56,580 registered 
voters.

Did you know?
Trump won 

Pennsylvania by 
44,292 votes in 2016.

Who would have your vote in this election? 

“I’d vote for Trump. 
Biden wants to get rid of 
fracking and that would 

cut lots of jobs and the oil 
industry.”
- freshman 

“Restoring the soul” means 
nothing because the America I 
grew up in has a different soul 

than the America Biden grew up 
in, and Trump’s “Keep America 
Great” means nothing because 
he didn’t prove that he made it 

great already. They are both too 
old.” 
-junior

“I don’t think ei-
ther of them are good 
choices. They don’t 

seem fit to run. Other 
than that, I really don’t 

care about politics.”
-sophomore 

“I’d vote for 
Trump. He doesn’t 
target emotions, he 

targets facts.”
-sophomore

“Sure, both candidates 
sound promising, but let’s 

be honest, they say the 
greatest things but don’t 

accomplish them.”
-junior

“I’d vote for Trump. 
I like my guns, and I’d 
rather not lose them.”

-sophomore 

“I’d vote for Biden. Don-
ald Trump already said 

he’d Keep America Great, 
but now look where we 

are: 228,000 + dead and 8 
million sick. In America 

alone.” 
-junior

Compiled by Amanda Crowl, Michael DeJohn, Sam Hetrick, Haiku Peters, LaWrynn Edwards

Joe Biden 
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By Brittany Houck
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

When the students returned to 
school this year, they were greet-
ed by some amazing new art in the 
gym, the cafeteria, and the Panther 
Hallway created by local artist Steve 
Staats. 

These projects are the gift of the 
Class of 2020. 

Senior class adviser Chris Greco 
noted that the graduating seniors 
were committed to leaving some-
thing visual behind.

 “It is nice that last year’s senior 
class was primarily involved with 
the purchase of the murals because 
they lost so many other things due to 
Covid.”

Student reaction to the murals  (as 
well as other updates to the gym and  
cafeteria) has been overwhelmingly 
positive. 

“They make me proud. Now 
other schools see our facilities and 
how much better they look,” soph-
omore Maggie Braymer said.  

Greco added, “The new murals 
are very nice and really dress up 
the gym.” 

For Staats, the project was per-
sonal. “My kids go to Saegertown, 
and this is where I am going to 
spend the rest of my life,” Staats 
said. “I am proud to be a Panther, 
and I want to make sure everyone 
else is proud to be a Panther, too.”  

In addition to the murals in the 
gym and cafeteria, Staats also 
completed the accent artwork in 
the Panther Hallway. 

(Houck is a member of the 

Sports and Entertainment Market-

ing Class)

Gift of murals from Class of 2020 increases Panther Pride

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO 
The new mural in the gym (pictured here) is just one of several funded by the Class of 2020 as their senior gift to the school. 
Local artist Steve Staats completed the projects over the summer.

During COVID-19,  few spec-
tators are able attend athletic 
events due to Governor Wolf’s 
guidelines. The district pur-
chased livestreaming equipment 
to broadcast these events for the 
community. 

Spectators can now hop on the 
livestreams to hear Sam Hetrick 
and Brady Greco commentate 
girls volleyball while Principal 
Tom Baker has been announcing 
the football games. 

You can find the livestream 
on all Panther Press media and 
at penncrest.org., click on on-de-
mand video. 

Have you tuned in to the livestreams?

Coach Bill Hetrick and the 
members of the cross country 
team would like to thank the 
following sponsors of the 2020 
season:

Family of Brennen McWright
Congregation of Twelve 
Apostles Lutheran Church
Jill and Bill Carlson
Jamie and Paul Harakal
In memory of Victor Mum-
ford
In memory of Sue Presby and 
Morris DeYoung
In memory of Don Reagle
In memory of Randy Deemer
The Hetrick family
Many anonymous donors

Cross Country 
Team Sponsors 
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Football captain reflects on legacy of ‘winning season’
By Jake Reisinger
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

 As a senior on the 2020 Sae-
gertown football team, if there’s one 
word that I would use to describe our 
team, it would have to be family.

Your family are the people who 
have your back no matter what. Your 
family are the people who you can 
count on for anything. Your family 
are the people who you continue to 
fight for, and who continues to fight 
for you, no matter what the outcome 
might be. 

Going into the season, amongst 
all of the distractions of whether we 
would even be able to have a season 
or not, we had one thing in mind: 
change the culture of Saegertown 
football and bring some wins to the 
community. 

We knew that people doubted 
us. We knew that people thought 

we would just be the same old Sae-
gertown. 

But from the first practice, to the 
last game, we never lost faith in each 
other. We knew that as long as we 
believed, we could shock everyone.

Sure, there were hiccups. It wasn’t 
the perfect season that every senior 
hopes for, ending with a champion-
ship ring on their finger and a shiny 
trophy in the school hallway, but we 
did what we set out to do. 

Going into the last game we were 
already set up for a successful win-
ning season, something that Sae-
gertown hasn’t seen in almost a de-
cade. 

But even more than that, we set a 
foundation for the teams to come. So 
no matter what happens in the future, 
I’ll know one thing for sure: I am 
proud to be part of Panther football, 
and I always will be. Senior Captain Jake Reisinger and the Panthers football team take the field before a recent game. As of press time, the 

Panthers’ record was 4-3. 

Saegertown Sports Roundup: Highlights from the fall sports seasons
By Michael DeJohn
SPORTS EDITOR

We are rounding off fall sports 
in our 2020 school year, and a cou-
ple of teams are breaking records 
and making a run for states. 

For instance, the varsity football 
team has broken two school goals 
this year, breaking the 0-38 losing 
streak, and getting the first home 
field win in five years. The football 
team’s record for this season is 4-3 
as of press time. 

The girls volleyball team round-
ed off their season 13-7 to become 
co-champions in Region 3. The 
last time the Lady Panthers were 
region  or league champions was 
1976. 

The cross country season is also 
coming to an end. The boys varsity 
team ended their season 2-7. As for 
the girls, their record of 7-2 made 
them the Class A representative at 
the D10 championship on Satur-
day. 

Results were unavailable as of 
press time, but sophomore Sam 
Hetrick, who finished twenty-sec-
ond in the state last year and junior 
Paige Fuller, who came in 70th, 

were both hoping to return to the 
state race in Hershey which will be 
held Nov. 7.

As for our soccer teams, the 
boys varsity team finished their 
season 5-9. Their final win 3-2 
came against CASH on Oct. 17. 

The girls varsity team (Cam-
bridge Springs) put up a good sea-
son going 11-4-1 so far. Results of 
their playoff game against Franklin 
on Oct. 31 were unavailable as of 
press time. 

The junior high football team 
capped off their season on Oct. 
29 against Conneaut, Ohio. Their 
record of 5-2 reflected their hard 
work and tough play. Their last 
game was played on 10/29 against 
Conneaut, Ohio. 

On the hardwood, the junior 
high girls basketball team ground 
out a 5-15 record on the season, 
with their final win coming against 
Conneaut Lake Middle School 38-
28 on Oct. 21. 

You can find final results from 
the fall sports at thepantherpress.
com. The first official practice day 
for winter sports is Nov. 20, and 
the first possible date for regular 
season play is Dec. 11. The Lady Panthers shared the Region 3 title this season with the Cochranton Cardinals. This is the first time since 1976 that 

the ladies have been league or region champions. 

SHS Yearbook

SHS Yearbook
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Masks. Why 
wear them? We 
wear masks to 
protect ourselves 
and others. Mu-
tual respect is shown when you 
cover your mouth and your nose 
with the mask. 

When someone isn’t doing any-
thing about COVID-19, what does 
that say about how they feel about 
your health?

Wearing masks prevents you 
from accidentally harming some-
one without even knowing it.

If you wear a mask, it creates a 
barrier between your mouth, nose, 
and others. 

One of the ways COVID-19 is 
spread is through water droplets 
we release when we talk, sneeze, 
and cough. Masks prevent those 
droplets from reaching other peo-
ple. 

They also help protect you from 
other people releasing droplets 
that may contain COVID-19.

The doctors and nurses who 

care for us 
in hospitals 
wear masks 
everyday, and 
the idea that 

masks make it hard to breathe for 
the vast majority of the population 
is false. 

If masks were really harmful, 
we would have known before the 
year 2020. 

Wearing a mask can also give 
you a new way to express your-
self! 

Think about it, you could sup-
port your school, favorite band, 
and even more, just as we can 
express ourselves through the 
clothes we wear. 

Overall, even if you believe 
wearing a mask does nothing for 
you, wear it anyway! 

Wearing a mask does nothing to 
harm you or others. It helps show 
respect to those around you, and it 
can be a means of expression. 

Wearing masks does more good 
than bad. So why not just do it?

Wear the mask: Just do it! The downside of masks
For many stu-

dents, wearing 
masks at school 
has become rou-
tine. 

Most of the time you don’t even 
notice that you’re wearing one. 
However, there are some major 
negatives to mask-wearing. 

One thing with a lot of students, 
including myself, is that our glass-
es fog-up unless the mask has a 
wire in it. 

Sometimes it is easy to fix that 
problem; other times it is not. In 
class, this is a distraction as it 
causes students to focus more on 
fixing their foggy glasses, rath-
er than the lessons they’re being 
taught in class.

Another major issue is that it’s 
harder to understand people in 
masks. 

Many teachers have to speak 
louder so that everyone can hear 
them. Students also have to speak 
louder when working in groups, 
which is hard on the throat and 

voice box. 
This is a 

problem for 
both students 
and teachers. 

It creates issues where students 
feel like they need to yell or sim-
ply lift their mask up so they can 
be heard. 

Masks come in all different siz-
es, and this is a problem. If you 
have the wrong size, the mask eas-
ily slides down off the nose and is 
just another distraction. 

Many students do not realize 
that their mask isn’t covering their 
nose until a staff member reminds 
them.  

After a few warnings, this be-
comes a disciplinary issue.  It’s a 
dress-code violation that can re-
sult in office discipline. 

Even though masks are re-
quired, it is difficult for all of us 
to have the exact same experience 
with them.  

Yes, it’s complicated, but the 
negatives are very real.

Tori Miller- “I don’t have 
any particular feelings about it. 
Sometimes it makes it hard for 
us to breathe, but at the same 
time it’s keeping others safe.” 

Xavier Dillinger- “Honestly, 

they don’t bug me as much oth-

er than say, me having glasses. 

They do fog up once in a while.”

Glenn Sample- “They help a 
lot to get rid of COVID.”

Brady Williams- “I feel that 

they’re annoying.”

Camryn Harakal- “I don’t re-
ally mind them as much. I find 
that often I just wear it, and I 
don’t even realize.” 

Nicholas Craig- “I’ve been 

getting used to them, and I keep 

wearing it most of the time.”

Donovan Mastiatti- “I think 
that obviously we need them, 
because of the virus. You don’t 
want to get the virus. They’re 
annoying especially with glass-
es, but it’s something that we 
need to have in order to keep 
people safe.”

WHAT YOU SAID:

Many issues have come up in 
debates and interviews about race, 
police brutality, climate change, 
and COVID-19. 

I agree with most of the ideas 
that Vice President Biden has 
brought to the table. 

Across the country, many pro-
tests have been held about race and 
police brutality, and people want 
these things addressed. 

Biden wants to do just that. He 
wants to make policies and pro-
grams to help with racial inequal-
ity, which is a good thing. 

Biden does not want to defund 
the police; he wants to allocate 
resources better and find a way to 
create higher standards. 

He wants to put money towards 
mental health and other social ser-
vices. If we can create affordable 
care for people with mental illness, 
maybe crime rates would go down. 

Another issue I agree with Biden 
on is climate change. Biden wants 
to create a healthier America. 

He believes in green technolo-

gies research, and he wants to have 
zero emissions in the U.S. by 2050. 

I want to be able to live a long, 
healthy life, and not have to deal 
with smog or polluted drinking 
water. 

Biden wants to work at knock-
ing out fracking and fossil fuels 
as well. This is controversial and 
would rely on other energy sourc-
es like nuclear power plants, solar 
fields, wind turbines, and hydro-
electric plants. 

These would create a variety of 
jobs and bring down the carbon im-
print on the planet. 

The biggest debate in this elec-
tion has been how each candi-
date would handle/has handled 
COVID-19. 

Trump has repeatedly said it will 
get better, and he is pushing scien-
tists to create and push out a vac-

cine--perhaps too quickly. There is 
a possibility that this vaccine will 
not be safe or effective because of 
the pressure he is placing on those 
who are making it. 

Meanwhile, there have been 
more than 8.9 million cases, and 
more than 220,000 deaths. 

Biden wants to provide free test-
ing for everyone, and hire 100,000 
people to set up a national contact 
tracing program. 

This is a good idea because fre-
quent testing and mask wearing 
can bring awareness and help bring 
down the spread. Biden would 
work with the states better to get 
COVID under control. 

Looking at the social, science, 
and health issues today, Biden is 
the best choice for America. He 
has plans to help people in need, 
better our climate crisis, and try to 
get the COVID-19 pandemic under 
control. 

Yes, it might raise our taxes, but 
if that means we will have a better 
world to live in, then so be it. 

This year’s 
election has 
come down 
to choosing 
between two 
unappealing options. 

Americans have to choose be-
tween two aged men, who have 
already humiliated the country on 
national television by arguing like 
children instead of participating in 
a mature, respectful debate. 

It seems like the country is be-
ing forced to choose the lesser of 
two evils. 

The candidates show no respect 
for each other, which is a red flag 
knowing one of them will be the 
leader of our country. In the end, 
citizens will have to cast their 
votes. 

It all comes down to who you 
believe will make the best choices 
for this country. 

When I look at the candidates, 
I look at what they stand for and 
support. 

I do not like to get deeply in-

volved in poli-
tics, but I lean 
more towards 
the Republican 
side, so I support 

Trump. 
I do not support the rude, imma-

ture attitude that he has portrayed 
towards Biden, but I do support 
some of his goals for our country. 

The main reason I want a Re-
publican president is that I am 
strongly against abortion. 

If supporting Trump can help 
save unborn infants, then I will 
definitely support his side. 

I understand that many other 
important issues are going on in 
America today, but abortion is a 
huge issue for me, so that is what 
influences my opinion. 

When it comes down to it, I am 
not happy with the candidates who 
are running for president this year.

 If I had to vote though, it would 
be for Trump because he supports 
my beliefs. 

Why I support Donald TrumpWhy I support Joe Biden
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“I think there definitely will be a 
lot of commotion and disagreement 
A lot of people may be especially 
angry.”

 -Travis Peters   

“I think that so many people are 
split. A lot of people support Trump 
and a lot of people support Biden 
and the people who support one are 
strictly for that person, so it’s going 
to lead to a lot of division between 
Republicans and Democrats.”

 -Fayelynn McWright

“I think it all depends on the can-
didate who wins.”

 -Brady Williams

“I think that by December 14 we 
will have a certification of the bal-
lots, and I think we’ll have a presi-
dent.”

Hypothetically, if Biden wins, 

will there be a peaceful transition of 

power? “I certainly hope so.” 
If the election is too close to call, 

what do you think will happen? “I 
think that there will be challenges 
in the courts for both sides on bal-
lots, on validity of the process, if it’s 
close enough, but I don’t think it’s 
going to be close.”

 -Mr. Rick Rutkowski 

“I think I feel like it’s pretty close 
to call, but I’m kind of nervous for 
any political discord that might hap-
pen afterwards. I think there’s going 
to be sides that are very unhappy 
with the results, especially if Don-
ald Trump doesn’t win, like I feel 

like there will be some contentious 
feelings.”

Hypothetically, if Biden wins, 

will there be a peaceful transition 

of power? “I think so, but I read an 
article today about guns and polling 
places and how people feel like their 
Second Amendment rights are be-
ing restricted if they can’t take their 
guns.  It’s a very specific group of 
people who want to be able to car-
ry their guns to a polling place, and 
it’s a form of intimidation. That in-
timidation might still occur after the 
election.” 

If the election is too close to call, 

what do you think will happen? “I 
think that it might come down to the 
electoral college, and also Congress 
might have to step in. I know that 
the electoral college is supposed to 
be that kind of buffer between the 
people and the actual person elected, 
but the electoral college is set up so 
there is not a tie, so I think it’s going 
to really come down to the electoral 
college.”

“It’s kind of nerve-wracking, this 
is the most nervous I’ve been in 
terms of an election. I miss the days 
of it just not being a big deal. I mean 
I guess every election is a big deal, 
participating in democracy, and ex-
ercising our right, but at the same 
time, I think there is a level of anxi-
ety associated with this election that 
I’ve never experienced before, and 
I  know a lot of people feel the ten-
sion.” 

-Mrs. Kara Bridger

What do you think will 
happen after the election?

By Haiku Peters
FEATURES EDITOR

The year 2020 has certainly prov-
en itself to be a year of change in al-
most all aspects of life; Amid all the 
present health concerns and misgiv-
ings of the public, a new voting op-
tion has emerged — mail-in voting.

Mail-in voting is an alternative 
available to all Pennsylvania voters.

On Thursday, September 17, the 

Pa. Supreme Court ruled to extend 
the deadline for mail-in ballots in 
Pennsylvania. 

The ballots must now be post-
marked by Tuesday, November 3 
(Election Day), but they can be re-
ceived and counted until November 
6 at 5 p.m. three days after the offi-
cial election date.

This extension, like most deci-
sions made, pleased some and infu-
riated others. Just five weeks after 

the decision was passed, by Octo-
ber 22, there was already a lawsuit 
against it. This lawsuit named four 
voters from Somerset County and 
Republican congressional candi-
date Jim Bognet as plaintiffs, and 
Kathy Boockvar, Pennsylvania’s 
top election official under Governor 
Wolf, as a defendant — Bognet and 
the voters suing the Pennsylvania 
election officials.

The plaintiffs claimed that the 

Supreme Court’s decision violated 
the Constitution arguing that since 
Congress has already set a uniform 
Election Day, Pennsylvania has no 
right to change the deadline in any 
way. 

Boockvar refuted this assertion 
by stating that the deadline exten-
sion was necessary to account for 
postal delays.

In theory, this lawsuit has the 
potential to return to the Supreme 

Court. With Justice Amy Coney 
Barrett freshly sworn in, she could 
provide a tie-breaking vote to deter-
mine the fate of the lawsuit granted 
that the case reaches the court prior 
to the election.

In the meantime, the case remains 
at a standstill, and Pennsylvania’s 
mail-in ballot deadline extension 
still stands. The effect this exten-
sion has on the upcoming election 
is yet to be determined. 

Mail-in ballots to be counted in Pennsylvania through November 6
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Help us out! Draw some 
masks on us. Take a photo 

and send to pantherpressshs@
gmail.com. Best photo will 

receive a prize. 


