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“The PENNCREST School District will 
be a dynamic educational community that in-
spires optimal student achievement and life-
long learning.” This is PENNCREST School 
District’s vision. It’s also a vision that is not 
being fulfilled.

With libraries across the school district 
closed and not circulating books, students 
don’t have the opportunity to receive a “life-
long learning.” Students are being openly 
denied access to arguably the most important 
learning tool available to them. How does this 
fit in with the ideals of a school?

Thankfully, the district still employs three 
librarians. But since no books have been cir-
culated since the pandemic started last March, 
we are unsure what duties the librarians have 
picked up over the past year. We wonder: How 
will elementary students learn to read, contin-
ue to grow in their reading, and expand their 
knowledge?

Above all, the elementary schools are suf-
fering the most due to the district library clo-
sures. Literacy should be a top priority, espe-
cially at a young age. Books should always be 
available to all students. 

So why aren’t the libraries open for circula-
tion? The answer we’re given is COVID-19. 

Yes, the global pandemic has left the world so-
cially distanced and rocking masks like there’s 
no tomorrow, but we’ve found work-arounds 

many times before. 
The remainder of last school year was on-

line only. And we used a hybrid model for a 

few weeks this school year. Otherwise, PENN-
CREST fought to remain open with all students 
and teachers in the classroom.

Sports teams have been another concern. 
We have fought for our beloved sports teams 
and guided them through quarantine after 
quarantine. So why can’t we fight for literacy 
and an open library?

It’s impossible for wrestlers, for example, 
to be socially distanced when they compete. 
They grapple with each other and come off 
the mat after potentially exchanging sweat and 
blood, but we cannot borrow a book from the 
library.

Where is the logic in that decision? School 
officials aren’t separating logic from reason, 
and it is affecting the students around them. 

The fight for the library is one we as students 
are willing to take on. Just as sports are needed 
to bring spirit, provide opportunities, and lift 
morale — so are books. They’re necessary for 
upward movement and forward-thinking.

So why stop where we are? We’ve come 
this far. We’re rebuilding our schools into the 
striving environments they once were. Why 
give up?

We stand for literacy. Are you willing to 
stand with us?

Opportunity for ‘lifelong learning’ is 
lost with lingering school library lapse

Staff editorial

Contributed photo
Saegertown High’s library has sat idle with treasures that have not been unearthed for nearly a year.



Well, it’s that time of year again, 
and Valentine’s Day is upon us. 
Store shelves are stocked to the ceil-
ing with cards, chocolates, and giant 
teddy bears, love is in the air, and 
bank accounts are draining. 

You heard me. Valentine’s Day is 
a corporate scam.

Now, before you go all ballis-
tic and get your knickers in a twist, 
I’m not just saying this because I’m 
some psychopath with an infinite 
amount of underlying teenage angst 
who just thinks love is dumb. Val-
entine’s Day does not make logical 
sense.

Let’s start with the concept of Val-
entine’s Day in general. What’s the 
point of it? To show how much you 
love someone, right? 

You get all mushy and spend the 
day trying to make your partner feel 
special. Now, I’m not out here trying 
to dish out life advice, but (hear me 
out) isn’t that something you should 
do every day?

If you truly love someone, you 
will spend every day of your life try-
ing to please them and let them know 
just how much they mean to you. 

If you’re only nice to your partner 
on Valentine’s Day, you might need 
to rethink your romantic approach 
there buddy.

“So, in that case, why does Val-
entine’s Day exist,” you ask? Well, 
let me tell you — corporations love 
money. Think about it. Say you’ve 
got a big brain and you don’t buy 
into all this Valentine’s Day hoopla. 
What happens then? You’re literally 
shunned by society. 

You get random strangers up in 
your life judging you for not “putting 
in enough effort” (in other words, 
spending as much money) as the 
next guy. 

The whole day becomes a mess of 
people trying to one-up each other to 
impress their significant others while 
companies sit back and flourish. 

I’m not kidding, these people 
know what they’re doing, and more 
often than not will actually spike the 
prices of their goods just because 
they know everyone’s buying for 

their valentines.
Last year, Americans spent a total 

of $27.4 billion on Valentine’s Day 
“necessities.” Which, I guess, makes 
sense. 

I mean you’ve got the cards, gifts, 
fancy dinners that literally cost you 
like $50 apiece, etc. The whole day 
is just an elaborate scheme to get 
your money.

Now, before you run off and tell 
your boyfriends, girlfriends, etc. that 
a high school journalist told you not 
to buy them stuff (which already 
sounds like a bad idea), that is not 
what I’m trying to say here at all. 

Buying gifts for your partner is 
good; it’s a nice thing to do and 
it gives them something to smile 
about.

The moral of the story here is that 
some things in life aren’t always 
what they’re cracked up to be. 

Sometimes, you’ll find that the 
ice cream machine is broken, and 
sometimes your clothes will come 
in and not look anything like they 
did on the model (been there too, my 
friend), and sometimes, holidays are 
scams.

Valentine’s Day is a corporate scam
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The intersection between sports 
and the arts rarely occurs and when 
it does, it is usually not very interest-
ing. Not so this year.

For the first time in the history 
of the Super Bowl, a poet ignit-
ed the world’s largest American 
stage. Twenty-two-year-old Har-
vard grad Amanda Gorman set the 
tone for the night’s festivities with 
her original work, “Chorus of the 
Captains.” Her recitation honoring a 
Pittsburgh-based Marine who works 
with the Wounded Warriors Project, 
a teacher from Los Angeles, and an 
ICU health care worker from Tampa 
Bay, proved that words can really 
matter. 

We live in a country where it is 
so easy to be an armchair quarter-

back and social media allows us all 
to be “experts” on whatever subject 
interests us. Gorman’s poem, with 
the amazing cadence of her delivery, 
with the remarkable enthusiasm and 
optimism for our country’s potential, 
hit the right emotional spot for all of 
us.

I must admit that after her incred-
ible performance at President Joe 
Biden’s inauguration as the young-
est inaugural poet in history, I wasn’t 
expecting anything as nearly spec-
tacular as what she delivered.

To an audience viewership of in 
excess of 102 million, Gorman drew 

us to the real heroes of our country. 
Yes, sports are important. But the 
heroes in this trying time?

They are your local communi-
ty volunteers, your educators, your 
nurses. Those who help others, get off 
their couches, and make a difference.

 These are the captains of our fu-
ture. Words can and do matter.  Gor-
man represents the best of what is 
in each of us. I was moved by her 
performance. It was better than the 
game. We call to our poets in trying 
times. Thank you, Amanda Gorman, 
for showing us what it’s really all 
about.

William Hetrick teaches AP Lit-

erature and English at Saegertown 

High.

Poet Amanda Gorman helps us define 
the true captains in this trying time

   

Compiled by Amanda Crowl
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Students flooded the halls as 
the virtual hybrid schedule came 
to an end on Jan. 26 and all stu-
dents returned to school every 
day. Saegertown students and 
teachers recently shared reac-
tions to the change. The Panther 
Press chose to keep reactions 
anonymous.

Sophomore girl: “It’s nice 
seeing my friends and everything, 
but I just don’t like having to get 
up every morning. Hybrid was 
nice because I could sleep in on 
the days I didn’t have school but 
still get my homework done, and I 
could work at my own pace. But I 
also like being fully in school just 
because I get to see my friends.”

Teacher: “I’m excited that 
everyone is back in person for 
the fact that most of our learners 
do better in an in-person envi-
ronment, but to me it feels as if 
we’ve kind of forgotten about the 
pandemic. We are not putting as 
much priority on safety, but we 
are more worried about students’ 
performances.”

Freshman girl: “School being 
open is good for me because I 
learn more in person, so it’s ben-
eficial for me, and I don’t really 
like the hybrid because I don’t 
like going back and forth. I get 
more time with my teachers and 
so overall I get better grades.”

Seventh grade boy: “Yes, it 
can be dangerous with everyone 
here, but it does give our genera-
tion and the rest of the school ac-
tual time to be at school and helps 
us understand different projects 
better and reconnect with friends 
we haven’t been able to talk to or 

see for the past however many 
months we have been out. In my 
opinion, it’s better to stay open.”

Eighth grade girl: “I like be-
ing open a lot more than just vir-
tual or hybrid because I didn’t do 
super good. I had trouble focus-
ing at home, and I think it’s bet-
ter for teachers to give in-school 
instructions.”

Eighth grade boy: “It is good 
to have someone teaching you in 
person instead of having the vir-
tual learning. It’s helpful to have 
the hands-on teaching and the 
in-person teaching. It’s way bet-
ter than the hybrid.”

Junior girl: “I think it’s bet-
ter to be back in school for our 
learning, but I don’t think it’s 
the smartest decision because 
of COVID. We are having a lot 
of kids have to leave because of 
quarantine.”

Teacher: “Those who want to 
stay hybrid are able to do that. As 
far as faculty, we were allowed 
to get the vaccine to keep us safe, 
but it doesn’t protect students and 
their families. Right now, safety 
is our number one concern.”

Teacher: “I think students 
need to be back full time, but I 
also feel strongly that we should 
not be back full time because 
of COVID. But with that said, 
teachers are vaccinated, and stu-
dents can be quarantined on a 
case-by-case basis rather than 
shut down the whole school.”

Senior girl: “I think it’s a big 
risk being back, and I honestly 
feel it was a decision that doesn’t 
make a lot of sense compared to 
other decisions the school has 
made.”

Students and teachers 
sound off on return 

to in-person learning

Column

Column



By LaWrynn Edwards
PANTHER PAW EDITOR

TikTok, a popular app used by 
Saegertown High School students, is 
implementing some new restrictions 
on younger users.

The app is full of fun videos and 
adapts to the user’s different inter-
ests. You can share different con-
tent, including the most popular con-
tent on the app — dancing while lip 
syncing the words to a song.

The app is popular globally, but 
due to its popularity it receives a lot of 
feedback and not all of it is positive.

But changes could be coming to 
this popular app.

TikTok wants to put new restric-

tions in place this year to make the 
experience safer for younger users. 
This can be accomplished in many 
different ways.

One way is to set accounts for us-
ers who are age 13 to 15 to private 
by default and also tighten control 
for all users younger than 18. The 
setting “Suggest your account to 
others” could also be turned off. The 
company believes this will lead to 
fewer videos circling throughout the 
app since some videos could have a 
follower limit.

TikTok also announced a partner-
ship with Common Sense Networks, 
which is a company that manages 
age-appropriate and engaging inter-
net experiences for kids.
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First ‘Golden Paw’ awards recognize outstanding students
By Haiku Peters
FEATURES EDITOR

At last! Students are finally getting the rec-
ognition they deserve for the work they do 
both inside and outside of classrooms. How? 
In the form of the Golden Paw. The new award 
was created this year by the student council.

“The Golden Paw recognizes students doing 
some outstanding event or absolutely being out-
standing in their field in whatever they are do-
ing,” student council adviser Phil Young said. 

What differentiates this award from Student 
of the Month — which it has replaced — is 
that both students and teachers can nominate 
those who make significant contributions to 
the SHS community.

Sophomores Sam Hetrick and Brady Greco 
and eighth grader Mallory Zook were the first 
recipients. Hetrick and Greco were recognized 
for their work broadcasting the livestreams for 
girls volleyball and girls basketball.

“I was definitely not expecting it,” Hetrick 
said. “I felt overjoyed, and it felt really good to 
be thanked for all the work Brady and I have 
been putting in. We are really appreciative of 
it.”

“I feel honored,” Greco said, “because I see 
that the teachers now recognize me more in the 
classroom and what I do outside of the class-
room.”

Zook was nominated by Spanish teacher 
Ms. Nova Dinsmore, who noted that Zook 
goes above and beyond with everything she 
does in class.

“I’m kind of stunned,” Zook said. “I was not 
expecting [the award], but I’m very grateful 
for it.”

The winners each received a $15 Amazon 
gift card, a plaque, a water bottle, T-shirt and 
candy.

The plan is to present two more sets of 

awards this year. The awarding process will be 
based upon who receives a nomination. From 
there, the committee will decide how many re-
cipients they feel deserve to receive the award 

for that quarter.
If you would like to nominate someone for 

the Golden Paw, you can find the link on the 
guidance Google Classroom.

Contributed photo 
Sophomores Brady Greco (from left) and Sam Hetrick and eighth grader Mallory Zook were the first recipients of the Golden Paw. The new award was 
created this year by the student council.

TikTok considers new age restrictions
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By Emma MacAdam
WEBSITE EDITOR

Saegertown 
graduate Maile 
Chang has 
returned to com-
plete her student 
teaching with 
science teacher 
Chris Greco.

Chang, who 
graduated from 
SHS in 2016, is 
completing her 
biology education certification 
through Gannon University. She will 
work with Greco for the remainder 
of the semester.

Chang feels fortunate to have been 
placed in her home school.

“Because of COVID, [many] 
other schools weren’t accepting stu-
dent teachers, so I got really lucky,” 
Chang said. “Mr. Greco offered to 
give me a chance to have a spot here, 
and [Principal] Mr. [Tom] Baker 
helped me out.”

Greco is pleased to have her back 
in his classroom and thinks she is 
connecting with the students excel-
lently

“She has adjusted very well and 
commands respect in th classroom,” 
Greco said. 

She is most interested in teach-
ing biology and anatomy. She has 
always wanted to teach because her 
teachers had a positive influence on 
her. Her love for biology also in-
spired her to want to help students 
understand it.

“I tried to do as much as I could 
around here,” Chang said as she 
looked back on her days at SHS. She 
was a tri-sport athlete who played 
volleyball, basketball, and softball. 
She also participated in TEAMs and 
National Honor Society. In her free 
time, she likes to be outdoors, go 
kayaking, hunt, and play volleyball.

Her favorite part about teaching so 
far is interacting with the students, 
particularly the junior high students.

“I really enjoy being around 
younger kids, and they’re usually 
happy,” Chang said. “It makes my 
day a little better.”

Chang

CHANG MAKES 
TRIUMPHANT RETURN

By Sam Hetrick
NEWS EDITOR

A new stu-
dent teacher is 
using his past 
endeavors to 
bring leader-
ship into the 
classroom. 

Mr. Lee 
Scandinaro is 
a history and 
social studies 
student teacher who is currently 
working with Mr. Rick Rutkows-
ki teaching economics to seniors.

Scandinaro is no stranger to 
working with teens, as he used 
to work with the county-wide 
Youth Leadership Summit with 
students and schools from around 
the area. The summit is a gather-
ing at Smith’s Country Gardens 
near Guys Mills where specifi-
cally chosen students who show 
active leadership in their school 
and community are invited.

For Scandinaro, he intends to 
translate what he learned from 
the summit into his classrooms.

“I have an expectation that stu-
dents will practice good leader-
ship,” Scandinaro said.

Teaching out of Rutkowski’s 
room 233, Scandinaro is com-
pleting a master of secondary 
education degree at Mercyhurst 
University. He will be with Rut-
kowski through mid-March and 
then teach seventh and eighth 
graders from mid-March to early 
May.

On Saegertown, “I think it’s 
great,” Scandinaro said. “The 
people and staff have been help-
ful and nice so far.”

Some of the things he does in 
his free time include acting at 
the Academy Theatre and play-
ing disc golf. Before COVID, he 
used to go to community gather-
ings, book clubs, and parties. He 
enjoys role-playing board games 
like Dungeons & Dragons as 
well.

Scandinaro

SCANDINARO 
BRINGS LEADERSHIP By LaWrynn Edwards

PANTHER PAW EDITOR

Saeger town 
has collected a 
number of stu-
dent teachers 
over the past few 
years, but one of 
them sticks out 
from the rest.

Mr. Dan Walk 
is an accom-
plished journalist 
who has worked 
for two different newspapers over 
the past 14 years. The question is, 
why is he a student teacher here?

He was furloughed from his posi-
tion at The Meadville Tribune due to 
the pandemic. Working off his expe-
rience from the previous year when 
he taught a beginning reporting class 
at Edinboro University, he decided 
to pursue a teaching career.

He found a love for teaching at Ed-
inboro, where he received feedback 
from Saegertown English teacher Mrs. 
Stacey Hetrick. Later, he requested to 
student teach under Hetrick at Sae-
gertown, and his request was accepted.

“I’ve learned a lot from [Hetrick] 
over the years,” Walk said. “I’m 
lucky to have her as a resource.”

 Walk experimented with exit 
slips one day to try to learn the clear-
est way the students would get the 
most information from him. 

“I had an exit slip with three of my 
classes,” he said. “I asked what are 
three things you learned, two things you 
liked, and one thing you didn’t like.”

Walk wanted to make sure he was 
broadcasting the information so the 
students would understand it.

“You have to involve the students,” 
Walk said. “You have to get them to 
move. I have to keep that in mind.”

Walk will teach at the high school 
with Hetrick until mid-March. He 
will then teach seventh and eighth 
graders with Mr. Brad Wise until 
early May.

“I learned that they are eager to 
learn, they know how to learn too,” 
Walk said of Saegertown’s students. 
”I’ve learned a lot from the students 
and Mrs. Hetrick.”

Walk

LOCAL JOURNALIST 
CHANGES CAREERS

Student teachers

By Haiku Peters
FEATURES EDITOR

Despite living in a global pandem-
ic, students are expressing them-
selves creatively in more ways than 
ever. This has certainly been the 
case for senior Matthew Nale as he 
participated in the PMEA (Pennsyl-
vania Music Educators Association) 
District II music competition for 
both band and chorus.

Rather than traveling and compet-
ing in person, this year’s festival was 
held virtually. Students recorded 
their auditions and emailed them in 
for judging.

“This year was somewhat easier 
for me,” Nale said. “Normally, they 
give you several pieces to memorize 
and then a random excerpt from usu-
ally two pieces. However, this year 
they gave me the excerpts upfront, 
so I knew what they were going to 
grade, and rather than studying the 
whole piece, I only had to perfect the 
part required.”

One difficulty Nale had to over-
come was recording from home.

“I actually had to record my pieces 
from my bathroom so that I could get 
the best acoustics possible,” he said. 
The recordings were judged, and 
Nale was recently informed that he 
received fourth chair tuba and third 

chair bass one.
Mr. Patrick 

Baldwin, Nale’s 
band and chorus 
teacher, could 
not be more 
proud of Nale’s 
accomplishment.

“To place as 
well as Matt did 
is a testament to 
his musicianship
and personal work ethic,” Baldwin 
said.

Music is important to Nale, and 
the pandemic, in a way, helped mag-
nify that.

“The pandemic has surprisingly 
given me a greater passion for mu-
sic,” Nale said. “Every chance I get 
at the end of school I practice per-
fecting my tuba playing and playing 
piano pieces that make me forget the 
stress we’ve been facing.”

Nale advanced to the virtual Re-
gion II band and chorus festivals 
where his placements will determine 
whether he advances to states.

“This is my last year to do this,” 
Nale said. “As hard as it’s going to 
be, I want to go out with a bang.”

Auditions for Region II Band 
are Feb. 19, followed by Region II 
Chorus auditions two weeks later on 
March 5.

Nale advances to PMEA 
Region II band and chorus

Nale
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Created by Josie Deeter and Emma MacAdam

“You guys are everything. 

I don’t know if I’d make it 

through a school day without 

y’all. Love you guys!”

To: Andrea & Josie

From: Marilyn “Hunter Blaine Frazier is the cutest person I’ve ever met. I enjoy having class with him because all I do is stare at him the whole time. His eyes are so dreamy. He sneezed today and I think his brains slightly fell out.”

To: Hunter FrazierFrom: Anonymous

“Hey IQ! It’s your bestie/val-
entine, thank you for always 
being there for me and being 
so kind to me. Without you I 
would be depressed. Love you, 
sometimes!”

To: Brynn McLaughlin
From: Kaitlyn Bauer

“My love for you is like diar-
rhea; I just can’t hold it in.”

To: Emma MacAdam
From: Me

“Well, here I am. What are 
your other two wishes, baby?”

To: Mallory ZookFrom: Robert

“I think you have a little 
crush on me...”

To: Cora
From: Andy

“Who needs a pickup line 
when you have a pickup 
truck?”

To: Kissystick
From: Emu

“You mean so much to me, 

Josh, and I cannot wait for 

you to be with me forever.”

To: Josh Swanson

From: Logan Oblinski

“Dear Kait, absolutely no 
words to describe your inter-
esting personality. You truly 
are the light of my life. Love 
you (I guess).

To: Kaitlyn BauerFrom: Brynn McLaughlin
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By Dan Walk
SPECIAL ADVISER

Oftentimes, one can take from a 
couple’s expressions toward one an-
other that they love each other. Then 
there are the couples who make it 
clear that they love one another.

Expressing love, especially pub-
lic displays of affection, during a 
pandemic isn’t easy. Masks halt the 
appearance of a smile that could 
brighten one’s day. Hugs used to be 
something given by many to those 
who perhaps need a shoulder to cry 
on, but six-plus feet of social dis-
tancing is necessary to stop the coro-
navirus’ spread. 

Yet, true affection is something 
Saegertown English teachers Stac-
ey and Bill Hetrick exemplify when 
they kiss while still wearing their 
masks. 

Mrs. Hetrick serves as the adviser 
to The Panther Press. She normally 
assigns stories for her students to 
write. This story was written sepa-
rately from Mrs. Hetrick’s assign-
ments and was approved by her staff 
to appear in the organization’s Val-
entine’s edition.

Love is in the air — and on these 
pages — this time of year. Who bet-
ter to portray fondness and affection 
than the Hetricks?

“Cringey” is how Panther Press 

News Editor Sam Hetrick describes 
the sight of his parents kissing each 
other while they wear their masks. 
A nearby teacher, witnessing the 
eccentricity of the Hetricks’ kiss for 
the first time, exclaimed, “A mask 
kiss; that’s so funny!”

But their bond goes further. Mr. 
Hetrick lovingly refers to Mrs. Het-
rick out loud as his “girlfriend.” Mrs. 
Hetrick was recently faux offended 
when Mr. Hetrick visited her room, 
asked someone in the room a ques-
tion and left. She wondered aloud 
if they had just broken up before he 
returned to assure her they had not. 

Just a few weeks ago, Mr. Het-
rick visited Mrs. Hetrick in the mid-
dle of class to say if there’s a prom 
this year, he wants Mrs. Hetrick to 
consider going with him. She asked 
her students what they thought of 
that. Smiles, somehow, were seen 
through the masks of Mrs. Hetrick 
and her students when Mrs. Hetrick 
said she thinks he could do better 
than that as far as a “promposal.”

Just like life, love isn’t easy. For 
some, watching your parents express 
their love may be a reason to feel 
queasy. But when it comes to love 
and the Hetricks, they don’t act this 
way to be intentionally cheesy. It’s 
natural for them due to their person-
alities being so forthright and breezy.

LaWrynn Edwards/SHS 
The Hetricks have been a couple since Mr. proposed to Mrs. during a school assembly in November 2012. They believe love 
should always win.

Hetricks make expressing love during a pandemic look easy

By Nick Opsanic
STAFF WRITER

While its origins are obscure, Valentine’s Day began as 
the festival of Lupercalia, which was held in mid-Febru-
ary, celebrating the coming of spring, and included fertility 
rites, along with the pairing of women with men by lottery.

Since those ancient times, the day we have come to 
know as a day for love has seen quite an evolution. Today, 
St. Valentine’s Day is going through another evolution-
ary period that is happening through necessity rather than 
choice. Now more than ever we need to consider what we 
do, who we do it with, and how we interact with others 
to try to keep our lives and the lives of others as safe as 
possible, rethinking how we share our Valentine’s Day.

Since COVID-19 hit the world in early 2020, we now 
need to think about dating and how close we can get to 
others in an entirely new way. Nowadays, if you want to 
go on a valentine’s date with someone, you need to take 
precautions and practice “safe dating.”

A “virtual date” using free apps such as Google Meet 

or Apple’s FaceTime is always a good idea. During the 
virtual date, you could have the “COVID talk” where 
you might ask questions like, “Are you experiencing any 
COVID-19 symptoms?” If yes, you should suggest that 
the person be tested. Ask also, “Do you go to restaurants 
and other public places?” If yes, you should ask them to 
be tested before you go on an actual physical date.

After all of the safety questions have been asked, be 
sure that you both wear a mask if you decide to meet, 
preferably outside, according to the CDC.

“Dining both indoors and out can be associated with 
spread of COVID-19 because people sit close together and 
masks are removed especially during eating and drinking,” 
according to infectious disease specialist Ellen Turner.

Kiss goodnight or not? A difficult choice, especially 
in a pandemic society. To be on the safe side; you might 
want to skip the goodnight kiss.

“It’s impossible to kiss, wear a mask and socially distance 
at the same time, so that brings added risk,” Turner said.

It’s Valentine’s Day, so if you can’t be with the one 
you love, love the one you’re with, and safety first.

Tips to enjoying a safe Valentine’s Day this weekend

Students, Staff, & Alumni:
David and Melissa Statman

Avid Reader:
Meadow Campbell

Mike and Becky MacAdam
Peters Family

Mr. Molnar Fan Club
Lori Maxiener

Chris, Heather, Foxx, and 
Kacie Mook

Xavier Dillinger
Justin Hayes

Friend of the Press:
In memory of Donnie Reagle

Nicole Keller

Blue and Gold:
Ryan Brocious Family

Editor’s Circle:
The Hetrick Family

Mr. and Mrs. James Wheelock
Anonymous

Thank you to our generous 
sponsors in 2020-21

To become a sponsor, visit the sponsorship page at 

thepantherpress.com or email amcrowl@psdmail.org.
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By Paisley Mangold
SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR

Lunar New Year is the observance 
of the start of a new year in a lunar 
or lunisolar calendar. This phrase is 
most often used to refer to a celebra-
tion held in China and worldwide by 
people of Chinese heritage. This year, 
the Lunar New Year falls on Feb. 12.

The Chinese calendar rotates in 
a 60-year cycle that is based on 12 
earthly branches. Each year is rep-
resented by an animal and five ele-
ments: wood, fire, earth, metal, and 
water. This is the year of the ox, 
which is the second animal of the 
Chinese zodiac. The ox is a symbol 
that represents hard work, positivity, 
and honesty.

Astrologers say that all of these 
traits will be manifested among ev-
eryone in the 12 months. People 
celebrate this to traditionally honor 
households and god/goddess as well 
as ancestors. It can also be known as 
a time to bring a family together for 
feasting.

Festivities will take place world-
wide, so there are multiple traditions 
people take part in to celebrate. Most 
commonly associated with China, 
Lunar New Year is more than just 
lanterns and dragons. The holiday 
is a two-week festival filled with re-
unions, loads of delicious foods, and 
wishes for a new year filled with good 

intentions, joy, and good fortune.
Just like many other holidays, it 

is a crucial tradition to spend time 
with family and friends. It’s a time 

to connect with others as a way to 
start a fresh new year. When it’s time 
for the Lunar New Year, streets are 
normally decorated with festive red 

scarlet adorns to scare off Nian. This 
is a lion-like monster that is fearful 
of the color red, according to the my-
thology of the holiday. 

These traditions, symbols, and rit-
uals are meant to wipe the slate clean 
and prepare for the determination of 
happiness in the new year.

Lunar New Year signals a clean state for many

By Josie Deeter
DESIGN EDITOR

For the first time in its 14-year history, The 
Panther Press has received a gold award ac-
cording to a statewide school newspaper orga-
nization.

The gold award is the highest level award 
given to high school newspapers by the Penn-
sylvania School Press Association (PSPA). 
The Panther Press earned the honor for its 
work during the 2019-20 school year on Vol-
ume 14.

“Last year was tough in so many ways, but I 
remember receiving our Silver Award critique 
in the fall” said adviser Mrs. Stacey Hetrick, 
who was proud of her staff’s accomplishment. 
“Editor in Chief Sam Shelenberger spent so 

much time going over the 
critique and making up-
dates to our publication. 
His hard work definitely 
paid off. Now we need to 
continue to pay attention 
to the details and work to 
keep improving our pa-
per.”

The critique is separated into four main cat-
egories, including essential content, photogra-
phy and design, content/coverage, and writing 
and editing. Each category contains various 
criteria on which the paper is judged.

Volume 14 of The Panther Press received an 
“excellent” ranking on 48 of the 49 overall cri-
teria classifications. Winning the gold award 

means the “Publication 
consistently exceeds jour-
nalistic standards in terms 
of content, writing, de-
sign, and photography,” 
according to the PSPA.

Explained further for 
gold award winners, “The 

publication need not be perfect, nor need to 
represent state-of-the-art trends, but must ex-
emplify high ideals of scholastic journalism. 
This publication is considered excellent/good 
in most categories in this evaluation,” accord-
ing to the PSPA.

Members of The Panther Press who worked 
on last year’s editions are grateful to be award-
ed gold status.

“I think we put a lot of effort into everything 
from web posts, to tweets, to papers, and I am 
so happy that we got something out of it,” said 
Amanda Crowl, who is this year’s editor in 
chief. “We just need to keep working equally 
as hard and find ways to better ourselves.”

A June senior issue was nearly not complet-
ed due to the pandemic, Crowl said, but she 
worked with Shelenberger, Nick Archacki and 
Hetrick to make sure it was finished on time. A 
pandemic-related issue was also completed in 
March just days after schools statewide closed 
for the year.

“Last year we worked very hard to publish 
seven issues,” Crowl said.

“The staff didn’t quit,” Hetrick said. “They 
kept telling the stories of our community.”

Panther Press honored with first ever PSPA gold award
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Lady Panthers rise to unenviable challenge
By Sam Hetrick
NEWS EDITOR

With the recent passing of their head coach 
Steve Scott, the girls basketball team was destined 
to have a challenging season, and sad feelings and 
emotions have been felt throughout the roster.

The passing of the coach affected the entire 
community, and his presence is honored at ev-
ery game. Newly painted signage in the Panther 
Hallway entrances to the gym reads “Steve Scott 
Gymnasium.” Before each home game, a moment 
of silence is held for Coach Scott, and as the girls 
leave the huddle, they shout, “For coach!”

Coach Scott’s unexpected death led to Amy 
Braymer, who was heading into her fifth season 
as Scott’s assistant, taking over as the interim head 
coach. While Coach Scott is no longer here, his 
spirit lives on through the Lady Panthers.

“We are playing Coach’s game,” Braymer said. 
“The only thing I have changed after we lost two 
games consecutively was our practice. We now 
play more full court scrimmage style. I want the 

girls to be able to think and make choices at a fast-
er pace, like in a game.”

The team is led by seniors Ava Jones, Dixie 
Kindervater, and Sydnee Smith. Jones can often 
be seen bringing the ball up and down the court, 
while Kindervater and Smith’s contributions can 
be seen on the scoreboard.

The Lady Panthers basketball team is known 
for offensive plays and the 2-3 defense, which rely 
on the players working together to execute plays. 
Without having a large post presence, they focus 
on being faster than their opponents.

“No one can carry the team by themselves,” ju-
nior Emma MacAdam said.

While Coach Braymer does not intend to pursue 
the head coach position beyond this year, many have 
been impressed with her efforts to keep the team 
moving forward, including her daughter, Averie.

“I’m really proud of her for stepping up when 
we needed her, and I think she is doing a great 
job,” Averie said. “She’s like a mom to all of us, 
and she takes a special interest in everyone.”

   

Compiled by Sam Hetrick
NEWS EDITOR

Q: Who is your assistant coach and how did she 
come to the program?

A: “Camryn Schmidt is my assistant coach. Cam-
ryn was a player for the Cambridge Springs bas-
ketball team who graduated in 2016. She worked 
for Coach Scott at Woodcock Lake Park for three 
years. This is Camryn’s third season with the high 
school team.” 

Q: How does your coaching style compare to 
Coach Scott? 

A: “Coach was well respected by his players. 
He had a special bond with each player. He often 
spoke to them individually to listen to how they 
were feeling about things. As his assistant, I was 
more of a support role to the girls. I focused on the 
JV players and encouraged varsity players. Due to 
the unforeseen circumstances of the season, my 
role has changed. I told the girls when I stepped 
into this unexpected position that we are playing 
Coach’s game that has been instilled in them. My 
role is to set the expectations and hold them ac-
countable to execute our plan. I will be transparent 
and honest with them about their individual and 
team performance.” 

Q: How do you feel about the team’s progress 
this year so far? 

A: “Our players have endured a great loss this 
season. I can’t express how proud I am of this team. 
It’s not the team record at the end of the season that 
will determine their success. It’s the team bond that 
has helped them through each win and loss. I could 
not be prouder of these girls. They faced adversity, 
and day by day they strive to overcome. They are 
amazing.” 

Q: What are your goals for the remainder of the 
season?

A: “Coach Scott was a legendary coach who built 
the Lady Panthers basketball program on traditions 
that have continued to be passed on from season 
to season for 35 years. It is truly my hope that the 
Lady Panthers basketball program continues those 
traditions for years to come. Our goal is to execute 
Coach Scott’s game by giving 100% of effort at ev-
ery practice and game, running his offense and de-
fense, and playing as a team by using each player’s 
strength to our advantage. We are striving to meet 
that goal every day until the end of the season.”

Q: Has anything happened so far this season that 
will be particularly memorable for you in a good 
way?

A: “The time we have spent together as a team.”

Q&A with coach
Girls basketball

“She’s like a 
mom to all of 
us, and she 
takes a special 
interest in 
everyone.” — 
Averie Braymer, 
talking about 
interim head 
girls basketball 
coach Amy 
Braymer

Photo courtesy of Jeff Ferguson 
The passing of Coach Steve Scott has affected both the Saegertown girls basketball team and the community. Interim head coach Amy Braymer 
has still been sure to include Scott in this year’s version of the Lady Panthers.



By Amanda Crowl
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Senior Karleigh Steiner has made Craw-
ford County history. She will be the first 
female in the county to advance to the col-
legiate level for wrestling.

Steiner received both a partial athletic 
and partial academic scholarship to attend 
Gannon University in its physical therapy 
program. She will compete on Gannon’s 
women’s wrestling team.

“I never thought doing this would have 
any effects,” Steiner said. “I’m just out 
there training, just doing my best, it’s a 
great accomplishment.”

Steiner’s current head coach, Jim Mulli-
gan, is excited for her and her opportunity.

“I want to see what she can do at the next 
level where she is wrestling girls all the 
time,” Coach Mulligan said. “Because of 
her work ethic, her toughness, she’s going 
to have a great college career.”

Steiner, the only girl on the team this 
season, has a record of 6-2 this year.

It’s rare for a girl to be on the wrestling 
team, which is predominantly male. But it 
wasn’t as awkward for Steiner, in particu-
lar, to adjust.

“The boys on my team make me feel 
comfortable; they never told me I couldn’t 
wrestle or anything,” she said. “I definite-
ly do see it being a male-dominated sport, 
and guys are just naturally tougher, but I 
don’t feel weird about it or anything. I 
think it’s fine.”

Gannon’s women’s wrestling program 
has existed for three seasons. When it 
came to be, it was only the 39th school to 
add such a program in the nation and was 
the first in Pennsylvania to have women’s 
wrestling as a four-year collegiate sport.

Christen Dierken, Gannon’s current 

head coach, reached out to Steiner after 
Steiner’s sophomore season and is excited 
to have her as a worthy addition. Steiner 
can’t wait for the experience of “meeting a 
new team, getting to know everybody, just 
being able to continue my wrestling career 
after high school” next year, she said.

Coach Mulligan took Steiner’s con-
nection to wrestling a step further. He in-
dicated he really wanted her to consider 
coaching wrestling after she completes her 
college career.

“I keep telling her after she’s done that 
she can come back because I would like 
to try and expand the girls wrestling team 
at PENNCREST [School District],” Mul-
ligan said, “but I just don’t have the time. 
We need a coach to do it, and I think she 
would make a phenomenal coach.”

Always humble, Steiner added, “I would 
like to thank my coaches. They have been 
the best coaches ever.”

And perhaps a few years down the road, 
Steiner will be one of those coaches.
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By Ted Little
JUNIOR HIGH BOYS COACH

The junior high boys basketball 
team, currently 6-2, has faced a 
tough schedule this year, with seven 
of eight games being close battles 
against strong opponents.

Led by freshman Jonathan Grundy, 
this young team’s depth has displayed 
“Panther Pride” in both offensive and 
defensive sets. Eighth graders Wyatt 
Burchill, Reese Wilkinson, and Garrett 
Crawford have made significant con-
tributions to the wins, while seventh 

graders Luke Young, William Shaffer, 
Ryder Bailey, and Erik Steudler have 
shown their dedication to the game 
and growth as the season progresses.

The team’s motto this year is 
“Pride,” which is defined by “a feel-
ing of deep pleasure or satisfaction de-

rived from one’s own achievements, 
the achievements of those with whom 
one is closely associated, or from 
qualities that are widely admired.” 
This team has stuck to that concept.

Assistant Coach Eli Draa and I 
are proud of the team and what they 

have accomplished thus far with 
“Panther Pride.”

The next game is Tuesday at Con-
neaut Valley Middle School. You 
can watch the action on Facebook at 
the Saegertown Jr. High Boys Bas-
ketball page.

Junior high boys basketball squad plays with ‘Panther Pride’

Steiner makes county history by 
signing with Gannon’s women’s team

Amanda Crowl/SHS 
Senior Karleigh Steiner signs to attend Gannon University and compete on the women’s 
wrestling team. She is pictured with parents (sitting, from left) Jeff Baldwin, Stacy Steiner and 
Robert Steiner; along with assistant coach Doug Luikart and head coach Jim Mulligan.

By Sam Hetrick
NEWS EDITOR

This season’s Saegertown’s boys basketball team 
is fighting hard to be a top-tier team.

The Panthers are led by head coach Chris Gre-
co, along with assistant coaches Tom Reynolds, 
Nathan Smith, Brandt Fuller, and former player 
Luke Smith. With a combination of successful 
coaches and former players, the team is 9-6 over-
all and 7-3 in Region 2. Compared to last year’s 
record of 8-15 overall and 1-11 in the region, 
things are looking up.

“I am very happy with how this season has trans-
pired so far,” Coach Grego said. “Sure, wins and 
losses are important, but just having the opportunity 
to play is something that the entire team is thankful 
for on a daily basis.”

As of press time, the team is in third place behind 
region leader Cambridge Springs and Cochranton. 
Next week, Saegertown plays both Cambridge and 
Cochranton on the road in two games that could 
help better define the success of this season.

The team’s camaraderie could help the Panthers 
win those two crucial games.

“This team just loves the game of basketball 
and wants to continue to play as long as they can,” 
Coach Greco said. “I am thankful for the opportu-
nity to coach these young men.”

The pandemic hasn’t really limited Saegertown’s 
ability to play as it has some other teams. That has 
helped the team’s success, as well.

This year’s squad is led by the starting five of ju-
nior center/forward Jaden Wilkins, senior power for-
ward Logan Ingram, senior guard Max Fuller, soph-
omore guard Brady Greco, and junior point guard 
Isaac Johnson. The Panthers have presented a bal-
anced attack with Greco, Fuller, and Wilkins, who 
are all averaging double digit points per game. The 
Panthers are riding a four-game winning streak into 
their next game Friday at home against Eisenhower.

Panthers enter crucial 
road stretch against 
region opponents

Boys basketball
Wrestling

This year’s District 10 Class AA Section 
3 wrestling tournament is Friday at 
Saegertown High. Per PIAA regulations, 
there will be no spectators permitted. 
Visit saegertownhs.net to watch a   
livestream of the tournament.

You can watch
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