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‘Average Joes’ claim victory in dodgeball tournament
By Amanda Crowl

EDITOR IN CHIEF

Dodgeball to bring school spir-
it back to Saegertown; that was the 
goal of the Student Council as they 
held their first dodgeball tournament 
of the year. 

Yesterday during WINN period, 
twelve teams competed for the first 
place prize of $100 through a game 
of dodgeball. 

Teams were allowed up to five 
members, and they could be from 
any grade as long as they were pass-
ing all of their classes. 

The winning team called them-
selves the Average Joes. Members 
were Jake Reisinger, Jaden Reagle, 
Matt Nale, Nate DeYoung, Max 
Fuller and Josh Wyant. 

“Our strategy is the five D’s of 
dodgeball: dodge, duck, dip, dive, 
and dodge,” Reisinger said. “We 
knew that if we could stick to the 
game plan, we knew we could win.”

Their strategy paid off when 
they faced the Ninja Turtles, whose 
members included Hunter Wright, 
Landon Caldwell, Andy Rockwell, 
Max Giles, and Garrett Young, in 
the final match.  

Due to COVID-19 students have 
not been able to have or participate 
in many events like this tournament. 

“The student council officers 
wanted to do something. They’ve 
been told no a lot due to COVID 
restrictions and things,” advisor 
Phil Young said. “They heard other 
schools were doing something like 
this, and they wanted to try it, so 

they asked and I said ‘I’ll ask’ and 
the administration agreed to this ar-
rangement.”

Student Council set up the tourna-
ment with high hopes to get students 
in the spirit for the end of the year, 
and it seemed they were successful. 

Because spectators were not per-

mitted in the gym, the tournament 
was livestreamed into classrooms. 
Sophomores Brady Greco and Sam 
Hetrick provided commentary when 
they weren’t playing for their team, 
Men in Black, and English teacher  
William Hetrick called the remain-
der of the matches. Freshman LaW-

rynn Edwards operated the cameras 
for the event. 

“From my vantage point, every-
one seemed to be having fun,” Het-
rick said. “It was nice to see the en-
thusiasm of the students. It felt like a 
positive step.”

One highlight of the afternoon 

were the performances from the 
“Science Spuds,” a team of teachers 
who were fiesty and hard to beat.

Chris Greco, student teacher 
Maile Chang, Pat Bradshaw, Katie 
Thomas, Christy Mogel, Stephen 
Roesch, and Justin Hayes provided 
smack talk, powerful throws, and 
deceptive antics to amuse the crowd. 

At one point, Mr. Hetrick could be 
heard commenting about Mr. Brad-
shaw’s rifle arm and athletic prow-
ess. 

In a post-match interview, Brad-
shaw shared that his strength comes 
from eating his spinach like Popeye 
when he was younger. 

Teachers Tim Houck and Aman-
da Scott officiated the tournament, 
keeping track of the five-minute 
match times and making sure peo-
ple stepped out when they were hit. 
Overall, there were no problems 
with sportsmanship and it was a 
clean competition. 

Mr. Young appreciated the safety 
provided by the livestream and the 
fact that it allowed the school com-
munity to share some much-needed 
fun. 

“I walked around the building and 
a lot of teachers gave me positive 
feedback,” Young said. “They said 
students were enjoying it.” 

Student Council officers Nale and 
Reisinger hope to organize future 
events including a spikeball tourna-
ment, a powderpuff game, or a field 
day.

“We want to make the end of the 
year fun for everyone,” Reisinger 
said. 

LAWRYNN EDWARDS/SHS 

The Average Joes defeated the Ninja Turtles in the final round of Thursday’s dodgeball tournament to claim the champion-
ship and the $100 prize. Team members from left are Josh Wyant, Jaden Reagle, Nate DeYoung, Matt Nale, Jake Reisinger, 
and Max Fuller.  
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A recent change in the school’s 
Wi-Fi has removed students’ ability 
to connect with their phones. This 
change has not been well-received. 
The following opinions from Pan-
ther Press staff members express 
the frustration felt by many over this 
change. 

Amanda Crowl: School rules 
state that students should only be 
on their phones at lunch, not in the 
classroom, hallways, or bathroom, 
but it’s not a rule heavily followed 
or enforced. So the lack of Wi-Fi 
has been quite the topic lately. Some 
students blatantly ignore their teach-
er so they can Snapchat a friend or 
like an Instagram post, and yes, this 
is wrong, but what if a student needs 
to text a parent/guardian?

What if the student’s iPad is dead 
or left at home, and they need to use 
their phone? I get the school wanting 
students to pay attention in class, but 
they have blurred the lines. Imagine 
coming out of school to ten messag-
es about a family tragedy or a missed 
doctor’s appointment. The school 
should open up the Wi-Fi network 
for students, and if they don’t want 
students on social media, then they 
should set filters on the network. 

Haiku Peters: By now it’s com-

mon knowledge that there have been 
changes made to the school’s Wi-Fi. 
These tweaks were made in order to 
protect the network’s integrity, but 
my question is, does this move take 
things a step too far?

Students have always had access 
to the Wi-Fi in the past, so why 
change things now? Yes, making re-
strictions is an effective way to get 
students off their phones in class, but 
most teachers already have adequate 
rules in place to prevent this. What 
about those times when we’re not in 
class — those few moments during 
lunch when kids are trying to contact 
their friends and family?

This change in internet access 
fixes one problem but causes multi-
ple others. To me, it’s just not worth 
it. This is not the solution to our 
problems.

Sam Hetrick: For nearly the 
whole school year, students could 
hop on the school’s Wi-Fi. They 
could snap friends, go on Instagram 
or TikTok, but most importantly, text 
their parents. Teens need to commu-
nicate with their parents. For a lot of 
kids, data plans are not in play. The 
school would provide a time where 
kids would be able to text their par-
ents. Now, however, that has been 
stripped.

Kids need to text their parents in 
order to help with finding rides af-
ter school, sports, or extracurricular 
activities. Without Wi-Fi, this is im-
possible. The school needs to bring 
back the Wi-Fi so students are able 
to stay in touch with their families. 
Personally, I use my phone all the 
time. I am always texting or talking 
to my parents about plans I might 
have or about information with re-
gard to sports. Although I have a 
data plan, data is not free and costs 
my parents monthly. Also, data is 
slow.

If there is dire news my parents 
must tell me about or news I must 
tell my parents, it would be too late. 
From a Panther Press Staff mem-
ber’s point of view, I tweet results 
for sports on Twitter and Instagram. 
Without the WiFi, this can be ex-
tremely challenging. 

LaWrynn Edwards: Students 
use the Wi-Fi consistently through-
out the day, such as using it for 
schoolwork, communication, and 
informing other students. An exam-
ple is in our journalism class. We use 
our technology to inform each other 
about whether livestream equipment 
is working, who is posting scores for 
what sports, and transportation for 
different events.

For that, Wi-Fi is needed. Data is 
an option, but that costs money for 
students’ parents or for the students 
themselves. Not everyone has a data 
plan. Taking away the ability to con-
nect to Wi-Fi on our phones is mak-
ing life harder than it needs to be. 

Paisley Mangold: Having Wi-Fi 
access at school is a must. Students 
need a way to be able to communi-
cate with their parents when it comes 
to emergencies or simple things such 
as schedule changes. Anyone in-
volved with sports knows that prac-
tice times get changed around quite a 
bit due to weather modifications and 
such. Our parents don’t get informed 
about the new times either which 
makes this a dilemma. If our IMes-
sages won’t be sent, how are we sup-
posed to get a hold of our parents for 
transportation? Not everyone drives 
themselves around.

Not only is it a communication is-
sue, but we also need to be able to 
look things up. Personally, I have 
a few classes that deal with cur-
rent events throughout the day. The 
problem is those specific topics are 
blocked out on the IPad. On our 
phones, were able to look issues up 
to become informed. Wi-Fi access 
on phones is essential for the stu-
dent’s needs and should not be taken 
away from us.

Emma MacAdam: It is under-
standable that school authorities do 
not want students on their phones 
during classes, but completely 
blocking many of their apps on the 
school Wi-Fi is unnecessary. Some 
students need the Wi-Fi to send an 
email or text to their parents on their 
phone, but they can’t do that when 
the Wi-Fi is being blocked from 
most of their apps.

The school Wi-Fi even blocks 
most normal websites from being 
accessed. As website editor for the 
Panther Press, I need to post stories 
on the website during class, but the 
website I need to access to post sto-
ries is blocked on    my iPad and on 
my phone by the school Wi-Fi. That 
means I can only do my work on one 
computer in the school, and that’s 
not always available.

Panther Press staff responds after school Wi-Fi change
Staff editorial
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By Haiku Peters

FEATURES EDITOR

Along with a new year and new 
hopes, January 2021 brought to 
PENNCREST a new director of 
technology, Mrs. Amanda Porter. 
The position includes overseeing the 
use of all technology throughout the 
district in order to promote a safe 
and secure environment for students 
and staff along with ensuring that all 
said technology is working correctly 
and appropriately.

Porter is a Cambridge Springs 

graduate and earned her bachelor’s 
degree in computer science at Edin-
boro University. She was hired as a 
tech specialist in the Girard School 
District while she worked on her 
master’s degree. 

She later returned to Edinboro as a 
professor where she taught computer 
science classes for four years. Now, 
she has returned to PENNCREST. 

“It’s interesting to come full cir-
cle,” Porter said. “To come back to 
a district that taught me and support-
ed me, where I started from, and use 
what I’ve learned over the years to 

help them.”
She recounted how she appreci-

ates the familiar aspect of living in 
rural areas. 

“You can always go make new 
friends in other places,” Porter said. 
“But there’s something about people 
that have had the same background 
and have done the same things as 
you.”

Outside of work, Porter is a strong 
music advocate. She participated in 
band in high school, playing both 
saxophone and clarinet, and she 
shared that she’s been to over fifty 

live concerts. She plans to see Elton 
John in January.

Porter is excited about the position 
and hopes that through it she will be 
able to see younger people become 
more involved in technology. She 
specifically hopes to see a higher in-
terest in coding and the creation of 
mobile apps.

“Technology is a thing that you 
have to stay on top of and contin-
uously maintain and learn,” Porter 
said. “That’s one reason I love tech-
nology so much — I love learning.”

PENNCREST welcomes new director of technology

AP Exams begin next week
By LaWrynn Edwards

PANTHER PAW EDITOR

Saegertown students are eagerly 
preparing for the upcoming Advanced 
Placement (AP) exams which begin 
on Monday. 

In the 2019-2020 school year,  31 
students took 51 tests. This year 50 
students are taking 82 tests. Sae-
gertown’s AP programs keep grow-
ing. Teachers have been encouraging 
students to take the AP courses and 
exams, which can give students col-
lege credits. 

“I think AP tests are extremely im-
portant because they are nationally 
and internationally normed tests,” AP 
Literature teacher Bill Hetrick said, “It 
allows a small school like us to com-
pete with  anyone.”

AP tests are not mandatory, but 
there are many benefits to taking 

them. The 
highest score 
you can get on 
a test is a five. 
With a five, 
all colleges 
that accept 
AP test scores 
will give you 
credit for the 
course that 
exam is in. A three on a test is a quali-
fying score for college credits, but this 
may vary depending on the policies of 
the college. 

Students are allowed to take multi-
ple tests. In the past, students have tak-
en as many as seven exams. This year 
junior Rachel White is taking five.

“I feel a little anxious,” White said. 
“You can do what you can do, and it 
will show in the scores.”

Rachel White

By Amanda Crowl

EDITOR IN CHIEF

A three-day shutdown, a chance 
to get a vaccine, and three more vir-
tual days scheduled in May. Between 
COVID-19 and upcoming state test-
ing, it’s been a strange time at SHS. 

On April 13 it was announced that 
Saegertown High School would be 
all-virtual for three days. This shut-
down resulted from four students 
testing positive for the virus and 52 
students in quarantine due to contact 
tracing. 

When students returned to school 
on April 19, they received a letter that 
detailed three scheduled virtual days 
that are unrelated to the pandemic. It 
said, in part: “Saegertown Jr/Sr High 
School students will be participating 
in the PSSA and Keystone examina-
tions on May 18th, 19th, and 20th. 
This year during the three testing 
days, only students who are taking 
the exams will be required to report to 
school. All other students will partic-
ipate in virtual learning. The normal 
school schedule will return on Friday, 
May 21st.” 

This testing schedule is completely 
new for Saegertown and is the result of 
much planning on the part of the staff. 
According to Principal Tom Baker, 
the changes should create a better test-

ing environment for students.
“Because only the students being 

tested will be in the building, we can 
spread them out and have fewer in 
each testing room,” Principal Baker 
said. “And there won’t be slamming 
lockers and noise from the hallways. 
This should help our students be more 
focused.” 

The plan also allows for almost all 
state testing to be completed in three 
days, where in the past, several days 
have been scheduled.

Students who are not testing will 
complete their work from home, and 
students enrolled in the CCCTC pro-
grams that are not testing are permit-
ted to attend school, with transporta-
tion provided as normal.

In addition to shutdowns and test-
ing, Covid vaccines were offered to 
students on Wednesday, April 28. 
Students who registered were trans-
ported to Meadville to receive the first 
dose of the Pfizer vaccine, which re-
quires two doses.

These students will receive their 
second dose on May 19.  

For updates on the district’s re-
sponse to COVID-19, visit penncrest.
org, and if you have questions about 
the upcoming state testing, you can 
call the Saegertown High School of-
fice.

Vaccines, testing, and COVID-19 
make for strange times at SHS

Mrs. Amanda Porter
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Saegertown to celebrate prom 
with ‘Fabulous 80s’ theme

By Josie Deeter

DESIGN EDITOR

Saegertown High School’s “Fabu-
lous 80s” prom will be held on Satur-
day, May 15 at Saegertown Elemen-
tary School. The red carpet will begin 
at 6:30 p.m. at the back entrance to the 
building.

Prom goers will be photographed, 
and family and friends (socially dis-
tanced and masked) can be there to 
watch their arrival. The dance will be 
from 7 to 10 p.m., and the king and 
queen will be crowned at 9. 

Although planning for last year’s 
prom, which was cancelled due to 
Covid,  included a dinner at the venue, 
this year’s event will feature appetiz-
ers and desserts with late-night pizza 
and chicken wings to be served at 9:30 
p.m. To-go boxes will be available. 
This change was made because stu-
dents expressed a desire for restaurant 
dining as Covid restrictions have been 
relaxed. 

Prom Spirit Week will be May 
10-14 and all are welcome to partic-
ipate. The spirit days are as follows: 
Monday wear Flannel, Tuesday wear 
Tie-Dye, Wednesday wear Hawaiian 
attire, Thursday go all out 80s, and 
Friday wear blue and gold for spir-
it day. Prizes will be awarded each 
day for the best interpretation of the 
theme. 

Due to Covid restrictions, masks 
will be required at prom, and all in at-
tendance will receive a prom mask and 
custom hand sanitizer. A professional 
photographer will be on hand for the 
red carpet and throughout the evening 
for couples, candid, and group photos. 
There will also be a photo booth and a 
lighted patio area in the interior court-
yard for outdoor seating.

Hi-Q trivia challenge returns to PENNCREST next week in Saegertown
By LaWrynn Edwards

PANTHER-PAW EDITOR

The Hi-Q team is back in action, 
with the 40th annual PENNCREST 
Hi-Q coming up on May 5 in the Sae-
gertown High School auditorium at 7 
p.m.

Teams from Cambridge Springs, 
Maplewood and Saegertown will 
square off in what is known as “Craw-
ford County’s Oldest Scholastic Quiz 
Bowl.”

English teacher William Hetrick 
will be the moderator, and PENN-
CREST Director of Student Services 
Patti Fiely and Assistant Superinten-
dent Ken Newman will be the official 
scorekeeper  and judge, respectively. 

Saegertown’s team meets every 
Wednesday during the Lunch plus 
period to broaden their knowledge 
and prepare for competition. The club 
roster currently has nine members in-
cluding captain senior Haiku Peters. 

Senior Amanda Crowl, junior Royal 
Miller, and freshmen LaWrynn Ed-
wards, Chloe Wensel, Sadie Polach, 
Travis Peters, and Nola Zook round 
out the roster. 

The rules are as follows: The com-
petition includes three 15-minute 
rounds. Four players can play at one 
time for each team. Substitutions may 
be made at the beginning of both sec-
ond and third rounds.

There are two types of questions: 
Toss-ups which are worth 10 points 
each, and bonus questions that are 
worth a pre-stated number of points. 
Players must be recognized by the 
moderator before giving a response. 

Team members may not confer on 
toss-up questions. Answering a toss-
up question correctly will give that 
team an opportunity to answer a bo-
nus question.

Team members may confer on bo-
nus questions. The designated captain 
will answer. If a player interrupts the 

moderator during a toss-up question 
and gives an incorrect response, five 
points will be deducted from the team 
score and the other teams will have 
the opportunity to hear the rest of the 
question. 

Peters feels good about her team’s 
chances on May 5.

“I think we have a pretty well-bal-
anced team this year, so I think we 
have a pretty good chance against the 
other schools,” Peters said. 

She also reflected on this being her 
last year of competition.

“I’ll miss Hi-Q in general,” Pe-
ters said. “I like the atmosphere of 
our practices. You feel the pressure, 
but it’s a place where it’s okay to be 
wrong.”

PENNCREST Hi-Q begins at 7 
p.m. and will be livestreamed at thep-
antherpress.com and all Panther Press 
media. The event is closed to the pub-
lic, but each participant may invite 
two guests.

Saegertown adds Young 
Conservatives Club

By Amanda Crowl

EDITOR IN CHIEF

“The objective of this club is to 
meet to organize club activities, possi-
ble field trips, and to generate interest 
in and support of conservative beliefs 
while being tolerant of other view-
points,” reads the constitution and 
by-laws of the SHS Young Conserva-
tives Club. 

This new club was approved at the 
April school board meeting. Science 
teachers Kelli Peters and Chris Greco 
are the advisers. 

“We are just the advisers, they are 
completely in control of this,” Greco 
said. “We are just here to guide them, 
that’s all we’ve been asked to do and 
that’s all we are willing to do.”

The club has two officers, seniors 
Cassidy Boylan (president) and Kyla 
Swavey (treasurer). 

“Students were coming to us to talk 
about their viewpoints,” Peters said. 
“They felt their beliefs were not being 
heard, and they could not speak what 

their beliefs 
were.”

Peters also 
shared that they 
want to edu-
cate students on 
viewpoints and 
bring unity in the 
school amongst 
students with 
opposing views. 

“We want to make sure both sides, 
conservative and liberal, can get 
along,” Peters said. 

Shirts are also in the works. The de-
sign  will be posted in room 204 (Pe-
ters’s room). 

“All are welcome to attend any 
meeting. It’s an open floor. We’re try-
ing to grow it for next year and future 
generations. It’s for anyone in grades 
9-12,” Boylan said. 

Meeting dates are still being decid-
ed on at this time. For more informa-
tion email kepeters@penncrest.org or 
cgreco@penncrest.org.

Cassidy 
Boylan
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Clayton pursues her ‘Passion’ on the football field
By Emma MacAdam

WEBSITE EDITOR

Junior Melissa Clayton has recent-
ly joined a women’s football team in 
Pittsburgh: the Pittsburgh Passion. 
Clayton first heard about the Passion 
through a friend whose dad, Mike 
Adams, is the defensive line coach.

“There are a lot of coaches, but 
Coach Adams is the coach that I 
know personally and is the reason 
I’m playing,” Clayton said.

The team was founded in 2002 
and is owned and coached by Teresa 
Conn. Legendary Pittsburgh Steelers 
running back Franco Harris is also a 
part owner.

It is part of the Women’s Football 
Alliance, which is the largest 11-on-
11 football league for women.

According to the website, “Pitts-
burgh Passion Women’s Football 
is the most recognized women’s 
full-contact football franchise in 

the world and winner of a National 
Championship and four Divisional 
Championships.”

Playing on a women’s team will 
be different from high school foot-
ball, but Clayton is looking forward 
to the competition. “It will be more 
competitive because it is on a more 
professional level,” Clayton said. 
“Also I won’t be the only girl, so I 
won’t have to worry about being tak-
en easy on.”

Clayton is excited to be around 
other women who are also passion-
ate about football, and she wants to 
continue playing after high school. 
She attends practice every Tuesday 
in Pittsburgh.

She does not know for sure what 
position she will be playing, but she 
is hoping to play wide receiver. The 
team’s first scheduled game is June 
12. To learn more about this team, 
visit pittsburghpassion.com.

Compiled by Sam Hetrick

NEWS EDITOR          

Varsity Boys Volleyball

The boys volleyball team started 
off strong with a record of 4-4. The 
boys recently played Cambridge 
Springs. After not having a season 
last year due to COVID-19, the boys 
look forward to success this year. 
Key players for the Panthers are out-
side hitter Max Fuller, libero Jake 
Reisinger, and setter Logan Ingram. 

The team includes three seniors, 
three juniors, three sophomores, 
and four freshmen. With a team of 
13 players, everyone is crucial to the 
team. The team includes four man-
agers and is coached by Justin John-
son and Tim Houck. 

Track

The SHS Track Club is small but 
mighty. The team mainly consists 
of cross country runners while also 
containing new runners. Senior Na-
than DeYoung leads the pack. 

The team also consists of four 
juniors and three sophomores. The 
juniors include Averie Braymer, 
Paige Fuller, Emma MacAdam, and 
Makayla Stevens. 

The sophomores include Eddie 
Hazelet and Sam Hetrick. The team 
has had multiple meets and looks 
forward to running more. 

Standout runner, Averie Braymer, 
qualified for districts in the one mile 
event.

Varsity Girls Softball

The team has started off very 
strong with a record of 3-1. With a 
very strong record in the past, the 
team looks to uphold their standings. 
The team plans to win as much as 
possible. The team is led by captains 
Brittany Houck and Abigail Kir-
hady. The team is strong in numbers 
this year consisting of three seniors, 
six juniors, two sophomores, and six 
freshmen. 

Seniors include new players Ava 
Jones and Ella Nicholson and re-
turning player Sydnie Smith. Head 
Coach Jenn Krider leads the team 
while Mike Gregor, Brittany Zajac, 
and Jamie Obenrader assist with 
coaching.

Varsity Boys Baseball

Spring brings flowers and heat 
but also baseball too. Along with the 
volleyball team, the boys season was 
cancelled last year. 

The team has seven wins so far 
this season and four loses. The team 
is led by seniors Jaden Reagle and 
Foxx Mook. 

The team consists of two seniors, 
seven juniors, three sophomores, 
and three freshmen. 

The team is coached by Scott Wal-
ters, Brad Wise, and David Bradley.

*All records are as of press time.

Girls, Boys Jr. High Volleyball

The Jr. High boys and girls vol-
leyball teams are striving to be the 
best they can be. Both teams, high in 
numbers, provide a good outlook for 
the future of the volleyball program. 
The girls team includes 16 ladies. 
The boys team includes 16 as well. 
Numbers are looking promising for 
both teams.

While the varsity boys team only 
consists of 13 players, these 16 boys 
coming up will be very helpful. The 
girls team is looking at even more 
numbers than they have already. 
Substitutions will not be sparse for 
the girls team.

That could be crucial to having an-
other D-10 winning season.

Spring Sports Roundup

Panthers football scoreboard to be replaced this summer
By Sam Hetrick

NEWS EDITOR

A new scoreboard was approved 
for Saegertown High School at a 
cost of $10,950 during the April 8 
PENNCREST School Board meet-
ing.

“We are getting a new scoreboard 
because the one we have now is very 
old and seems to need major repairs 
to it every other year,” Athletic Di-
rector Dana Mason said. “Fixing 
such an old item is not cheap be-
cause parts that are that old are hard 
to find.”

The new scoreboard will feature 
a new LED scoreboard, MP80-0213 
wireless control panel and carry 
case, Gen 3 wireless receiver card, 

and a standard outdoor horn.
“The new scoreboard will be a 

fantastic improvement over the cur-
rent board. All the lights will work 
on the new board,” Mason said. “The 
new controller will be wireless. The 
new board will bring a lot of pride to 
the field.”

The plan is for the board to be in-
stalled before the first football game 
on Aug. 27. “I am hoping to have 
it by the end of June,” Mason said. 
“The SHS custodial staff will install 
it.”

Rather than repairing the current out-
dated football scoreboard, Saegertown 
will get a new scoreboard over the 
summer.
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Crowl makes Panther Press 
history with PSPA award

By Emma MacAdam

WEBSITTE EDITOR

Senior Amanda Crowl recently 
received recognition for placing first 
in the Pennsylvania School Press 
Association’s (PSPA) State Journal-
ism competition for newspaper news 
story writing. This is a first in Panther 
Press history. Crowl was surprised to 
receive the news.

“It feels surreal in a way,” Crowl 
said. “I never thought I’d do that.” 

Earlier this year, Saegertown’s stu-
dent journalists competed in the PSPA 
competition from the classroom due 
to COVID-19. In previous years, they 
traveled to Penn State main campus for 
the state finals. This is a write-in com-
petition, meaning contestants receive a 
prompt and are given one hour to com-
plete their entry in categories including 
newspaper, yearbook, literary maga-

zine, photography, and broadcast.
Crowl, who has been in journalism 

for three years, noted that she had few 
struggles writing her story.

“I felt as if the story was able to 
write itself,” Crowl said.  “I knew it 
was a news article, so when you write 
it, they give you the quotes and the 
facts already.” 

Adviser Stacey Hetrick provided a 
bit more context to Crowl’s achieve-
ment.

“What Amanda has done here is 
amazing,” Hetrick said. “She took 
first place in one of the most compet-
itive categories this state-wide com-
petition offers, and she did it working 
under a very tight time constraint. It’s 
an impressive achievement.”

Crowl hopes that upcoming jour-
nalism students will be inspired to 
work towards achievements like this. 
Her advice for these young writers is 

to remain calm 
while writing 
competitively. 
“Sometimes it 
feels like you’re 
drowning and 
really stressed,” 
Crowl said. 
“Just sit down, 
take a breath 
and keep go-
ing.”

By Emma MacAdam

WEBSITE EDITOR

A group of journalists from 
Saegertown recently received 
Keystone Press Awards from 
the Pennsylvania NewsMedia 
Association for their exceptional 
work. 

Former editor in chief Sam 
Shelenberger and the entire 
2019-20 staff received second 
place in the ongoing news cover-
age category for the “Saegertown 
Shutdown Stories Spring 2020.”

Together, Shelenberger and 
sophomore Brennen McWright 
received honorable mention in 
the video story category for their 
2020 “Saegertown Student Pa-
rade.” 

“It’s exciting since it’s my sec-
ond time winning,” Shelenberger 
said. “It really is an honor be-
cause of everything we did after 
the shutdown. We made the best 
of the situation we were given.”

Senior Amanda Crowl and 
sophomore Sam Hetrick received 
second place in the best feature 
(broadcast) category for their 
piece “Homecoming 2020.”

“Journalism is not only import-
ant, but it is also exciting,” Crowl 
said. “There are so many differ-
ent things you can do and love in 
the field, and I feel the variety of 
awards given shows that.”

On her own, Crowl received 
first place in the best sports cov-
erage (broadcast) category for 
her “Cambridge Springs Girls 
Soccer Sendoff.”

Shelenberger, who currently 
attends Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania, wants to encour-
age others to give journalism a 
try.

“Don’t be afraid to get out 
there,” Shelenberger said. “There 
is always a story to be told. Make 
the best of every situation you are 
in.”

Panther Press staff wins statewide newsmedia awards

Amanda 

Crowl

Contributed photo

Amanda Crowl (left) and Sam Hetrick were among Saegertown’s 2019-20 Keystone award winners.


