
   “Graduation is not the end; it’s the beginning.” — Sen. Orrin Hatch     



When I walked into room 215 my 
sophomore year, I had no idea why 
I was there. I remember reading the 
school newspaper in middle school 
and ninth grade, and I remember 
my mom telling me how Mrs. Het-
rick was pestering my brother to 
join journalism, so I signed up and 
showed up for journalism. I never 
imagined I would be sitting in the 
fancy yellow chair one day.

I was clueless my first year, or as 
Mrs. Hetrick would say, “The deer 
in the headlights look,” but I grew. I 
learned to ask questions, how to write 
a story, and how to have fun with 
the most boring topic in the world. 
Journalism has become something to 
cherish, not something to fear. 

I remember Kassie Boyd laughing 
with Mrs. Hetrick and I thought that 
I would never be in the position she 
was. It feels like a different world 
looking back on it. I went from a 
staff writer to an EIC. I’m not say-
ing that being a staff writer is bad, 
though. It gives you the opportunity 
to improve and write rather than pil-
ing you up with the worries of finish-
ing your story and editing the others 
in your category. I’m proud of my 
time as a staff writer. 

I remember working with Sam 
Shelenberger my junior year and 

thinking about how much I had 
grown. We had a rather large staff that 
year, and I felt like I was editing sto-
ries more than I was writing them be-
cause we had so many people to write. 
All the editing gave me experience in 
what a story should look like, though. 

Journalism has taught me so 
much, and I know it will teach others 
too. I’m sad to leave, but I’m excited 
for the next generation of writers to 
come and learn and love room 215 
as much as I do. 

Finally, to the next editor in chief, 
don’t be afraid to ask questions, to 
inquire about everything. If you poke 
your nose in enough places, you will 
find a story to write. Yes, there is a 
possibility that you will make people 
mad, but that is a part of the process 
and a part of life. You should also 
know that it is OK to not know what 
you are doing, and it is OK to ask for 
help; it is a hard job. I believe in you. 
If you work hard, you’ll do well. 

Goodbye Saegertown and most of 
all, goodbye Mrs. Hetrick and room 
215. You will hold a special place 
in my heart as I move into the next 
chapter of my life. 
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If there’s one thing I’ve 
learned this year it’s that life 
moves fast. We grow and 
change with every second of 
every day, and we have little 
to no control over where we 
end up.

Each and every day de-
serves to be cherished. That’s 
something the pandemic 
helped ingrain in my mind. 
We always seem to think that 
we have more time than we 
do, and let’s face it, endings 
are just hard to fathom. Some-
times, we’re not even aware of 
when an event will be our last.

This time, though, we do 
know. June 10 marks a new 
beginning for the Class of 
2021. All of us will close the 
chapter of our lives labeled 
“high school” and move on 
to whatever it is that life has 
planned for us. For some, this 
idea is thrilling. For others, 
terrifying. However, the fact 
still remains that we’re all in 
this together (kudos to every-
one who got the “High School 
Musical” reference).

This year has served as the 

beginning and end of many 
things, and for me, journalism 
falls into that category. I never 
had the urge to be a journalist. 
I’ve always been close with 
the kids in the program, but I 
never really had the burning 
desire to join myself. I just 
didn’t view journalism as be-
ing “my thing,” and to be hon-
est, I still feel that way. The 
point is, though, that I gave it 
a try, and I wouldn’t trade it 
even if I could.

Journalism can be tough, 
as can everything in life, but 
it won’t kill you. I promise. 
I’ve had many fond memories 
along the way. For instance, at 
the journalism/Hi-Q after par-
ty during my sophomore year 
when Sam Shelenberger and I 
spilled cake on each other be-
cause we apparently can’t sit 
in a hammock and eat cake at 
the same time, or Amanda and 
I stopping for ice cream and 
ranting about life after every 

school board meeting.
It’s definitely been a time, 

and I learned a lot about my-
self along the way. My advice 
for anyone considering the 
program would be to just try 
it. I can sit here and tell you all 
about my personal experienc-
es with it, but one of the most 
beautiful things about life is 
that everyone is gifted their 
own. Yours could be the com-
plete opposite of mine. The 
only way to really and tru-
ly know how you feel about 
something is to live it.

I guess that’s my little wis-
dom tidbit that I’m leaving 
here for you. Try things. If 
anything ever sparks your 
interest or just conveniently 
happens to fall into your lap, 
do it. You never know what 
you’ll discover. You don’t 
have to live forever, and it 
doesn’t do you any good to 
spend all your time wishing 
for better. All we can really 
do is make the best out of this 
life we have.

This is Haiku Peters signing 
off.

Senior staff goodbyes

Note to future Panther Press editors: 
Don’t be afraid to ask questions

Try new things because you’ll 
never know what you’ll discover



By Nick Opsanic
STAFF WRITER

For the past 36 years, Mr. Steve Sim-
check has been coaching, teaching, and 
most importantly, helping young men, 
women, and children find their way. He 
has been teaching for 32 years in the PEN-
NCREST School District, with 27 of those 
spent at Saegertown Junior-Senior High 
School.

As his way of giving back and always 
hoping to make a difference in not only 
the community, but especially in the 
hearts and minds of its children, Simcheck 
has devoted his life to making a better to-
morrow one child at a time.

Beginning his teaching career at Maple-
wood in 1989, then finding his home at 
Saegertown High inspiring minds, touch-
ing hearts, and captivating imaginations, 
Simcheck has built many friendships and 
relationships that will surely stand the test 
of time.

Simcheck knows that there are many 
things he will miss about teaching, in-
cluding, “Working together for the whole 
student body and the respect that we all 
shared for each other,” he said. “The rela-
tionships that were formed in the commu-
nity by being at all the students’ events.”

When asked if any particular students 
stood out from all of his years of teaching 
at Saegertown, Simcheck said, “That kid 
that didn’t believe that they could do it and 
with my unique ability to make them feel 
important or special they achieved their 
dreams. No matter wherever I go I hear 

people say, ‘It’s Mr. Simcheck that was 
my favorite teacher, the best coach I ever 
had.’ Then, they show me pictures of their 
families, achievements, and a smile, hand-
shake, or hugs.”

Simcheck has helped so many students 
become great men and women. He has put 
his heart out there for everyone, and every-
one who had the pleasure of having been 
taught by him has no doubt been enriched 
and touched.

Simcheck has been a shining beacon 

of hope and comfort for me in this very 
difficult school year that was caused by 
the pandemic. He has helped me with my 
math, truly cared about me, and made me 
feel like I’m important when many times 
I felt alone and forgotten because I am in-
home learning.

“Thank you to everyone who has made 
my teaching meaningful and memorable,” 
Simcheck said.

Goodbye, Mr. Simcheck; we love you, 
and we’ll miss you!
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By Haiku Peters and 
Amanda Crowl
FEATURES EDITOR AND EDITOR AND CHIEF

Social stud-
ies teacher Kim 
Shaffner has de-
cided to retire 
after 21 years at 
Saegertown. 

Before coming 
to Saegertown, 
Shaffner taught 
for a year and a 
half at Meadville. 

Shaffner taught 
world history, psychology, sociolo-
gy, criminology, and contemporary 
issues at Saegertown. Students in 
grades 9-12 had the opportunity to 
learn from her. Shaffner was also 
one of two advisers for National 
Honor Society.

New expectations and textbooks 
played into Shaffner’s decision to 
retire now.

“With COVID and the changes in 
all the textbooks [next year], there 
is going to be a whole lot of work,” 
Shaffner said. “I’m going to be 63; 
it’s time to let someone younger 
with energy do this.” 

Shaffner feels ready to leave, but 
it’s bittersweet. She said she will 
miss the people. 

“My fellow teachers are just 
amazing, the kids are wonderful,” 
she said.

Shaffner has no plans for retire-
ment yet other than “not driving to 
work on a snowy day.” She said 
that she is “winging it.”

Teaching at Saegertown has been 
an honor and a joy to Shaffner, and 
she gives many thanks to everyone. 

“It is sad, but you know, every-
body has to move on,” Shaffner 
said. “You will all move on, we will 
have other great kids, and teachers 
will continue working with you 
guys.”

Shaffner

Amanda Crowl/SHS 
Mr. Steve Simcheck is retiring after 32 years in the PENNCREST School District.

Social studies 
teacher Mrs. 
Shaffner says 

final ‘goodbye’

Retiring Mr. Simcheck to miss ‘working 
together for the whole student body’

By Haiku Peters and 
Amanda Crowl
FEATURES EDITOR AND EDITOR AND CHIEF

The student government 
leadership for next year is in 
place: Kat Diesing, president; 
Hunter Fraizer, vice president; 
Paisley Mangold, secretary; 
Anthony Hernandez, treasur-
er; and Jaden Wilkins, public 
relations coordinator. The sixth 
and final position, historian, 
will be filled in the fall.

“Sometimes, it’s hard to 

put yourself out there and 
run against your classmates,” 
student council adviser Phill 
Young said. “I’m just happy 
to see that there were 10 peo-
ple willing to do that. I’m quite 
proud of the people that ran, 
and I’m looking forward to 
next year.”

Young and the new officers 
hope next year will be more 
“normal” than this year as the 
country continues to emerge 
from the pandemic. 

According to her campaign 
video, Diesing plans to have 
“field days, trivia or esports 
tournaments, dances where peo-
ple actually show up and dance, 
lucky tray day, teacher versus 
student activities, more incen-
tives with friendly competition 
between classes and grades, the 
lip sync, the variety show, spir-
it weeks, dodgeball, spikeball, 
three on three basketball, flag 
football, and of course the tradi-
tional powder puff game.”

Diesing also hopes the stu-
dent government can facilitate 
a better and safer environment 
for all students next year.

“I just think that everyone 
is a little down because of 
the pandemic,” Diesing said. 
“We’ve been restricted from a 
lot of things, and I would like 
to open up our possibilities.”

Frazier agrees: “I want to 
help the school be a better 
place, and I want to make the 
year fun.”

New student government excited for next school year
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“Tonight, I’m gonna dance for all we’ve been through.” — anonymous
A year like no other deserved a prom like no other, and the prom committee under the direction of Ms. Nova Dinsmore delivered. 

On May 15, Saegertown Elementary School was transformed into a magical setting for the Fabulous 80s Prom. 
The interior courtyard became a twinkling outdoor dance floor, and the King and Queen were crowned under the twinkling lights. 

“The whole place was dressed to the nines, and we were dancing like we were made of stars.” — anonymous

“Being yourself is the prettiest thing you can be.” — anonymous
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Graduation Speakers 
Class of 2021

Haiku Peters

“Your life is yours. Your 
future is yours. Claim it.”

Ripley Kindervater

“The journey to the summit 
can be a rough road. It’s 

always easier to overcome 
struggles when your 

journey is with others.”
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Sports Physicals
Wednesday, July 21

10 a.m. - Noon
Wednesday, July 28

10 a.m. - Noon
SHS Nurse’s Office

“It’s not how big you are ...
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By Sam Hetrick
NEWS EDITOR

Saegertown community member Denise 
Robison is organizing a GoFundMe to 
renovate the field house and press box at 
Canon Memorial Field in honor of teacher 
Scott Bidwell.

Bidwell walked for the last time on 
Sept. 19, 1987, according to the GoFund-
Me page. He was injured 34 years ago in 
a football accident that left him paralyzed. 

Despite this challenge, Bidwell did not 
give up, and he has been a math teacher at 
SHS for the past 23 years.

“His perseverance is undying, and his 
strength and zest for life is an absolute in-
spiration,” Robison said. 

The field house, which was built in 
2007-08, will be named “Scott Bidwell 
Field House” during a dedication ceremo-
ny at the football team’s home opener on 
Sept. 3. The press box will share that name 
in his honor.

Funds raised from the GoFundMe will 
go toward redoing the carpeting, floors, 
drywall, and ceiling as well as other up-
dates in the field house. A new shed for 
equipment storage will be placed behind 
the field house as well. The press box will 
be painted, its stairs will be replaced, and a 
new roof will be installed.

Robison hopes to raise $30,000 for the 
project. As of press time, she has raised 
more than $6,360.

To donate, visit gofund.me/1f3509cd.

Fundraiser to help honor Bidwell, renovate field house

it’s how big you play.” — John Wooden
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