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By Joe Slye
STAFF WRITER

Defined as a Christmas celebra-
tion with friends, “Friendsmas” is a 
merry celebration with a few select 
differences from regular Christmas 
that make it a separate occasion that 
still has the Christmas spirit.

Peter Williams, founder of Brit-
ish lifestyle and fashion brand Jack 

Wills, was one of the first groups to 
embrace “Friendsmas.” The first of-
ficial occasion was held on Dec. 17, 
2016.“Some of my happiest Christ-
mas memories actually revolve 
around spending that week before 
it with mates….plus, who doesn’t 
want to celebrate Christmas twice,” 
Williams said.

Friendsmas gives an opportunity 
for close friends to get together and 

celebrate Christmas before the offi-
cial holiday. 

The idea of such a thing being 
popular enough to get several lo-
cal people to celebrate the occasion 
is not that far-fetched. Such is the 
case with junior Luthea Sweeney 
and sophomore Layilah Drakes, the 
latter of which says she uses the cel-
ebration as an opportunity to slow 
down and be around others. 

Short of the difference in who 
is involved and the date, Friends-
mas isn’t that much different from 
Christmas. 

The official date of Friendsmas 
is the Saturday before Christmas, 
although for some it is the date 
that works best for those involved. 
However, the truly special part of 
Friendsmas is the way people make 
it their own and differentiate it from 

Christmas.
Sweeney travels to Erie for her 

celebration and looks forward to the 
casual nature of the gathering. “You 
can focus on enjoying it more by 
playing games, eating whatever you 
like, and simply hanging out with 
people,” Sweeney said. “Christmas 
is more cut and dry and it feels like 
more of an obligation compared to 
Friendsmas.”

‘Friendsmas’ provides a time for pre-holiday casual celebrations
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By Luthea Sweeney
STAFF WRITER

Sophomore Alexis Clayton won 
the September 11 essay contest 
sponsored by Bob Gray, former 
Battalion Chief of the Arlington 
County Fire Dept and First Re-
sponder to the Pentagon on 9/11. 

The essay called for the stu-
dents to describe what 9/11 means 
to them. Clayton has family in the 
military and her mother served as 
an inspiration for this piece.

“I think my mother was the per-
son who inspired me to write this 
essay the most,” Clayton said. 
“She’s been in the army for almost 
19 years and has set such an exam-
ple throughout my life.”

Clayton formed an easy connec-
tion to the essay due to her family 
and even admitted she cried while 
writing the essay as the topic means 
so much to her. 

“Being exposed to these people 
my whole life has formed a second 
family to me, and I grow to respect 
and value their presence more and 
more as I get older.”

Clayton won a $100 check and a 
9/11 Ride of Hope Challenge coin. 

About 30 students entered the 
contest. Bob Gray and his family 

read all the essays and picked Clay-
ton’s essay as the winner. 

Gray FaceTimed the first, sec-
ond, and third place winners to 
specially congratulate them and 
formally announce Clayton as the 
first place winner. 

“I was honestly pretty shocked, 
but overall I was pretty proud of 
myself.” Clayton said, ”It was ex-
citing to know something I worked 
hard on was recognized.”

Alexis Clayton wins 9/11 essay contest

News

 Bob Gray met virtually with essay 
contest winner Alexis Clayton. 
Clayton won $100 and a Ride of 
Hope Challenge Coin.

By Hazel Peel
STAFF WRITER

Every person seems to want a 
puppy, and that came true for Royal 
Miller in August 2016. Who knew 
that owning a show dog with such 
little experience could lead to be-
ing invited to the Westminster Dog 
Show? 

“I only went to two handling 
classes prior to my first show, and I 
was thrown into the show ring with 
very little knowledge of what to do,” 
Miller said. “After a few shows, I 
had a general idea of what to do.”

With the cameras rolling and the 
lights shining brightly, the Westmin-
ster Dog Show highlights the top 
dogs of both breeds and handlers. 

“Competing at Westminster this 
year means a lot to me not only as 
a junior handler, but as a breeder 
because I have actually qualified for 
this prestigious event.” Miller said.

 Miller’s two-year-old Soft Coated 
Wheaten Terrier, Dyna, has qualified 
for the best of breed competition. 

“Winning my breed with a dog 
that I have bred is always a goal at 
the shows that I attend year round, 
but it matters much more at shows 
like the one that takes place annually 

at Westmin-
ster,” Miller 
said. 

Miller has 
also quali-
fied in junior 
s h o w m a n -
ship, where 
the handler 
is judged on 
their ability to 
show the dog, 
rather than on 
the dog and its 
qualities. 

“For the junior showmanship, I 
am competing in the limited junior 
showmanship competition, where 
qualified juniors compete against 
each other for first, second, third, 
and fourth, as well as scholarships 
for each,” Miller said.

From the scholarships to the pre-
miums and rosettes, competitors 
have show goals.

“Because I tend to be realistic,” 
Miller said, “I am planning on do-
ing  the limited juniors competition  
to have fun and cherish my very last 
show as a junior handler.” 

Miller and Dyna qualify for Westminster

ROYAL MILLER 
AND DYNA

Achievements:
Invited to AKC National Champi-

onship for:
Junior Showmanship (2018,2021)

National Owner Handled Series Fi-
nals (NOHS)-2018,2019,2020, 2021

Number 1 Owner-Handled Soft 
Coated Wheaten Terrier in the Unit-
ed States for 2021; Number 8 in 
2020.

Number 6 Soft Coated Wheaten 
Terrier in United States for 2020; 
currently ranked number 6 in the 
United States (subject to change)

Number 1 Soft Coated Wheaten 
Terrier Junior for 2018, 2019, 2020, 
2021

Ranked number 7 Terrier Group 
junior (2020); currently number 5 
for 2021 (subject to change)

 Awards:
Top Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier 

Junior (Nationally Ranked) Sponsor: 
Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier Club of 
America. Years: 2018, 2019, 2020, 
2021

Tommy Glassford Junior Show-
manship Memorial Award for $250 
savings bond. Sponsor:  Medina 
Kennel Club in Lima, OH. Year 
2021

Dennis and Mary Lou Kniola Me-
morial Scholarship, $200. Sponsor: 
Delaware Ohio Kennel Club. Year: 
2021

By Brennen McWright
NEWS EDITOR

Students from Spain to Thailand 
have come to Saegertown to indulge 
in the American experience. This year, 
the McWright family hosts Daniel 
Tregubov, harking from, Berlin, Ger-
many. 

Tregubov seems to be enjoying 
America, but he misses his family and 
friends from Germany. He also noted 
that he missed the transportation.

“I really miss trains and buses,” 
Tregubov said.

Transportation isn’t the only change 
that Tregubov has noticed since ar-
riving at Saegertown. According to 
Tregubov, the school systems in Ger-
many and America are drastically dif-
ferent.

“You cannot select your subjects 
like you can here,” Tregubov said, 
“It’s much better.”

He continued to point out the strug-
gle he’s faced with the German school 
system.

“I want to go into information tech-
nology,” Tregubov said. “There are 
subjects in school that I don’t need for 
information technology. In Germany, 
I still have to do those subjects.”

Naturally, Saegertown students are 
curious about life in Germany. Tregu-
bov often finds humor in American 
questions.

“I joke that ‘we don’t have McDon-
ald’s in Germany,’” Tregubov said, 
“and they believe me.”

Tregubov wishes to explore more 
of American culture than just McDon-
ald’s. He’s already been to Florida and 
wants to expand his view of the United 
States, especially in New York City. 

“I liked all of the Disney stuff and 
the roller coasters there,” Tregubov 
said of his recent trip. 

Not only 
is Tregubov 
interested in 
traveling, but 
also likes to 
play sports. He 
was a senior 
on the Sae-
gertown soc-
cer team last fall. Tregubov said that 
he really enjoyed the soccer season. 
He also likes video games including 
“Rocket League” and “Clash Royale.”

Tregubov also shared that he has 
found people in America to be more 
polite. 

He will return to Germany in June. 
He will have to complete one more 
year of secondary school there, then 
he plans to attend university for com-
puter science. 

German exchange student enjoying Saegertown experience

DANIEL TREGUBOV

By Zaine Eback and LaWrynn 
Edwards
PANTHER PAW EDITOR AND MANAGING         
EDITOR

A common practice that is often 
over publicized and broadcast is the 
task of making New Year’s resolu-
tions (as evidenced by our front page 
graphic). 

With the new year coming in like 
a lion, many students and staff mem-
bers make resolutions to accomplish 
over the next year. 

Here’s the real question though, 
are New Year’s resolutions worth 
it in the end? To put simply, we be-
lieve they aren’t worth the effort.

Some people say, “I’ll start it 
as soon as I can!” And before they 
know it, it’s already June. Since it’s 
already June, it’s not even worth try-
ing to start your resolution because 
half the year is gone. 

We often put things off until it’s 
too late and resolutions are a great 
example of this.

How often do we actually carry 
out these resolutions? 

According to a 2021 study refer-
enced on the website Discover Hap-
py Habits, “After one month, the 
number drops to 64%. And after six 
months, 46% of people who make 
a resolution are still successful in 

keeping it.” 
Statistics like this make it clear 

that for many people, making resolu-
tions is mostly an exercise in futility. 

It’s possible people find it hard to 
make resolutions because they wish 
to avoid the negative emotions that 
come with the goals they have set.

 This is a side effect of setting un-
realistic goals. 

Successful goal setting depends 
on knowing your limits. It takes time 
to build automatic habits such as eat-
ing healthy every day, drinking the 
correct amount of water, and getting 
into shape. 

Like anything, this needs time to 
build, so don’t rush into it by setting 
goals that are unachievable.  

Although resolutions may not be 
worth it, there is an appeal to prepar-
ing for the coming year and a variety 
of things you can do other than mak-
ing resolutions. 

For example, getting a planner for 
the next year, practicing self care, 
and simply not stressing yourself out 
can lead to a better start that can be 
sustained throughout the year. 

In the end, we don’t need to make 
resolutions in order to improve our-
selves. 

What do you think? Are resolu-
tions worth it?

New Year, New You? 
Or, Not-So-New You

By Cora MacAdam
STAFF WRITER

“Share the Warmth” is a ser-
vice project dedicated to provid-
ing winter coats for children in 
need in the school community. 

Started 13 years ago, this an-
nual project is organized by the 
Saegertown Pantherian Key 
Club, which is a student-run or-
ganization. 

“We raise money to buy coats 
for kids who are less fortunate 
and may not be able to afford 
them,” said club president Sadie 
Polach. 

The Key Club members devote 
time and effort into raising mon-
ey. They held two bake sales in 
Saegertown and solicited dona-
tions and sponsorships. The coats 
are purchased by club

 adviser Marlene Jenkins, who 
represents the Kiwanis Club of 
Meadville. 

The Key Club members then 
wrap and deliver the coats to the 
elementary school. 

The idea for the project 
emerged when the former advisor 
collaborated with the Saegertown 
Women’s Improvement Club, 
who had identified the need. 

“The Key Club is proud to 
have continued such a project 
that helps so many people,” Po-
lach said. 

This year, 43 coats were pur-
chased and delivered, and the 
club would like to do more next 
year. If you are interested in con-
tributing, you can email 

sapolach@penncrest.org.

Key Club continues 
‘Share the Warmth’ tradition

By Paisley Mangold 
and Sara Slayter
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF AND OPINION EDITOR

With Christmas around the cor-
ner, the Hallmark Channel is doing 
its yearly 25 days of Christmas. 

This year it will contain over 41 
new movies to celebrate the joy of 
Christmas and the love surrounding 
it. 

We think the movies are a great 
tradition and a good way to keep 

yourself busy for the holidays. 
Others could see it as an overused 
plot device that can’t put you in the 
Christmas mood. 

Basically, in almost every movie 
a small-town boy meets a big-city 
girl (vice-versa) who has always 
put her career over the holidays, 
and most importantly, her love life. 

There’s a variation of this sto-
ryline but it almost seems tradition-
al for Hallmark at this point. 

Even though every movie has a 

predictable ending, there’s just a 
certain level of comfort and envious 
love you can get from just watching 
it around this time of year. 

We think this particular movie 
marathon event is something that 
provides a little extra Christmas 
spirit. 

To find a complete listing of all 
movies, visit hallmarkchannel.com. 

Hallmark 25 Days of Christmas” is NOT overrated

By Luthea Sweeney and Nola 
Zook
STAFF WRITERS

In response to the December 21 
lunchtime announcement that stu-
dents would no longer be able to 
carry book bags when we return 
after break:

We believe students should be 
allowed to carry backpacks through 
the hallways. 

High school students have many 
heavy books and a decent amount 
of homework which can become 
very messy and unorganized when 
it’s all shoved into a small locker. 

Furthermore, it’s difficult to fit 
a summer coat in your locker, let 
alone a bag full of books. 

Due to their size, book bags also 

tend to easily jam students’ lockers 
which can result in being late to 
class. 

Being able to carry a book bag 
decreases students’ stress about 
getting to class on time as they 
don’t have to stop at their locker. 

This gives students time to use 
the restrooms in the three minutes 
we have between periods, and stu-
dents are less likely to lose or forget 
their materials if they are all in their 
book bag.

To continue, since we’ve been 
allowed to carry book bags, we per-
sonally have heard a lot less about 
theft because students their posses-
sions with them. 

There is no reason to search nor 
steal from lockers because students 

keep everything valuable with them 
in their book bags. 

In spite of all this, we can under-
stand where book bags might be a 
safety concern due to the amount 
of privacy they allow as students 
could hide school prohibited items 
in their bags. We also concede that  
Covid protocols that discouraged 
congregating at lockers have been 
relaxed. 

However, students have been 
allowed to carry their book bags 
since we returned from quarantine 
in 2020. We don’t know of any ma-
jor incidents or concerns involving 
book bags, and we don’t see any 
reason to revoke this privilege.

Please don’t ban book bags



By Hayley Butler
STAFF WRITER

Have you ever seen that vine where the boy 
was so happy to get an avocado for Christmas? 
If you haven’t, you should definitely check it 
out. The holiday season definitely causes people 
to reflect on past gift experiences. So we asked, 
“What was the worst Christmas gift you’ve ever 
received?”

“I got a wrapped box for Christmas one year. 
There was nothing inside of it!” sophomore 
Kaylee King said. “ I think they forgot to put the 
gift inside the box. Now every time I unwrap a 
present and I see a box, I say, ‘Oh great, I got a 
box again.’”   

“I got a cat toy from my little brother,”  junior 
Kylie Beck said. “It was Santa’s workshop in 

elementary school. My little brother thought it 
would be funny to get me a cat toy. It’s okay be-
cause the next year I got him a dog toy!” 

Sophomore Ella Anderson received a can of 
corn from her grandfather. “Oh my goodness,” 
Anderson said. “He duct taped it, and it took me 
about twenty minutes to open it. I told him he was 
mean, and my whole family laughed about it.”

Social studies teacher Brian Lipps received 
Mt. Dew and Doritos from his sister-in-law. “All 
right! Mt. Dew and Doritos,” Mr. Lipps said. “I 
wasn’t pleased even though I like Mt. Dew and 
Doritos. It made me think she was a lazy shop-
per.”  

Many people say it’s the thought that counts, 
and that is undoubtedly true, but some gifts clear-
ly miss the mark. Here’s hoping that what’s un-
der your tree is actually something you like.
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What’s the worst Christmas gift 
you’ve ever received?

By Paisley Mangold and Claire 
Barickman
EDITOR IN CHIEF AND SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR

The year 2022 is right around the 
corner, but it’s more than the year 
that’s changing. It’s the time of the 
Chinese Zodiac Rotation as well.

There are twelve different animals 
that symbolize the zodiac signs, and 
they rotate annually in order to rep-
resent the start of the  Chinese New 
Year. It rotates in a 60-year orbit that 
is based on 12 earthly branches. 

This is now going to be the year of 
the water tiger, starting February 1. In 
China the tiger is known as the king 
of all beasts symbolizing strength, 
exercising evils, and braveness.  Ac-
cording to legend, Tiger was confi-
dent that no one could compete with 

its speed and vigor for the celestial 
race that would decide the order of 
the zodiacs. 

However, when Tiger climbed out 
of the river, thinking it was first, it 
was informed that Rat placed first for 
its cunning and Ox placed second for 
its diligence. This left the king of the 
jungle having to settle for third place. 

People who are born in the year of 
the tiger are said to be vigorous and 
ambitious, daring and courageous, 
enthusiastic, generous, and self-con-
fident with a commitment to help 
others for the greater good.

The fortune of the tiger year is 
overall lucky and has an optimistic 
outcome with the rabbit following. 
This is the start of a new year, which 
means to start fresh and find prosper-
ity within the new year.

Chinese Zodian: The ‘Year of the Tiger’ is coming

By Alaina Merchant
STAFF WRITER

Crowned on April 24, 2021, Ol-
ivia and Emma Lallemand are cur-
rently serving as Miss Military Star 
Queens for Pennsylvania. They are 
the first sisters to win titles at the 
same time, according to Olivia. As 
representatives of the Miss Military 
Star organization, they use their year 
of reign to help veterans and service 
members and participate in charity 
work for military-oriented organi-
zations. Olivia, whose title is Teen 
miss Pennsylvania Military star 
queen, is a senior; and Emma, whose 
title is 2021-22 Junior Miss Pennsyl-
vania Military, is a sophomore. 

“I was honestly surprised when I 
got this title,” Emma said. “It was 
Nationals and there were many girls. 
My family has many people in the 
military, so getting this title made 
me happy that I would be able to 
share that.” 

  Olivia has competed in pageants 
since 2018, and Emma has partici-
pated since 2015. 

“I started doing pageants to gain 
confidence and to help with my 
ability to speak in front of the pub-

lic which I was 
never able to do 
before,” Emma 
said.

“In our pag-
eant, we took 
on an interview 
with a panel of 
judges and after 
that, we had a 
personal intro-
duction,” Olivia 
said.  “We had to 
stay on the stage 
in front of every-
one. After that 
we competed in 
beauty, which is 
where you walk 
on stage with 
your dress and they read a biography 
of you.” 

The Lallemand sisters signed a 
Military Star Organization contract, 
stating they would participate in sev-
eral events every couple of months. 

Community service projects in-
clude donating food to the Meadville 
Men’s Shelter and helping at the 
Soldiers and Sailors Home in Erie.  
They also completed the French 
Creek cleanup and participated 

in a 22-mile walk for Mission 22, 
which is a charity that helps veter-
ans with PTSD and traumatic brain 
injury. Their next project is Wreaths 
Around America where they place 
wreaths on the graves of veterans. 

   “Our titles are based on helping 
the military and doing as much as 
we can to be involved with the com-
munity,” Olivia said. “We want to 
remember those who have sacrificed 
all they had for us.”

Saegertown sisters crowned 
Pennsylvania Military Star Queens

OLIVIA AND EMMA LALLEMAND

By Brennen McWright
NEWS EDITOR

As 2021 comes to a close, stu-
dents are more able than ever to 
observe the pros and cons of the 
current year from an educational 
perspective. 

After analyzing the strengths 
and weaknesses of the high school 
in 2021, students have voiced their 
concerns with some issues that 
haunt the school.

The most resounding complaint 
regarded the dress code.

“I don’t want a lack of dress 
code, but I do want a less strict 
one,” junior Janaya Trisket said. 

“There are certain things that 
are understandable like wearing 
decent clothes. But having to have 
clothes completely full length is a 
bit absurd.”

This concern was backed by 
senior Averie Braymer, who said 
she wants to see “a less strict dress 
code for girls.”

Some students think that the 
music room is not up to dress code. 
Sophomore Travis Peters com-
mented on the state of the music 

department, saying that it needs 
remodeling.

“I would like to see a change in 
the music department, especially in 
the music room,” Peters said, “It’s 
kind of falling apart.”

Some students reminisced about 
the days of the 8-period day. Ju-
nior Marilyn Smith was outspoken 
about downsides of 7-period days.

“I think we should be switching 
up the period lengths because I 
miss the eight period days,” Smith 
said. “Seven periods and cram-
ming in everything can stress out 
students.”

Sophomore Grant Anthony 
wants to remove aforementioned 
stress and spur an increase in 
school spirit.

“I would like to see a little more 
student involvement with Sae-
gertown pride,” Anthony said.

For sophomore Rhiannon Par-
ris, the newly announced book bag 
ban is a problem, “Students should 
definitely be able to carry book 
bags.”

Many students are hopeful that 
PENNCREST will make the de-
sired changes to school policies.

Sound-offs 2021: Students 
encourage revisions to school policy
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By Nola Zook and Cora 
MacAdam
STAFF WRITERS

“A Boy Called Christmas,” 
“Home Sweet Home Alone,” and 
“The Princess Switch 3: Romancing 
the Star” are new Christmas movies 
for the whole family. They feature 
amusement and holiday spirit. 

“A Boy Called Christmas”  
               Netflix 
A young boy named Nikolas sets 

out to find his father who has taken 
on a quest to find the fabled elvish 
village, Elfiem. Nikolas meets a 
reindeer named Blitzen and a loyal 
mouse named Miika who help him 
along his journey to prove nothing is 
impossible.

“A Boy Called Christmas” is a 
heartwarming new movie that ex-
plains the origins of Santa Clause 
and how he came to be. 

The characters in the movie are 
well rounded and have deep emo-

tions. Their interactions and dia-
logues are interesting because of the 
skilled actors.

Again, the theme of family shows 
up between the main character and 
his father. 

The father does anything for his 
son, including going on a dangerous 

mission in order to earn a reward 
to provide the life he has always 
wanted for his son. 

The mouse friend Miika brings 
humor and comfort to the darkest 
places, especially when Nickolas is 
going through hard times. 

Other themes include hope, brav-
ery/doing the right thing, and truth. 

It is hard to watch when Nicko-
las loses someone close to him, but 
his loss teaches him a powerful les-

son about grief and strength. 
Overall the movie was entertain-

ing and magical. Our rating for “A 

Boy Called Christmas” was an 8/10.

“The Princess Switch: Ro-
mancing the Star” 

                   Netflix
When the Star of Peace, a valu-

able Christmas relic is stolen, the 
doppelgängers Queen Margaret and 
Princess Stacy turn to their third 
look-alike for help to return it. 

The Princess Switch 3 had high 
expectations after following the first 
and second movies, but it did not 
rise to meet the challenge. The three 
cousins solve a strikingly similar 
problem with the exact same solu-
tion. 

The storyline was predictable, 
cheesy, and not that interesting. The 
acting was poor and the characters 
lacked complex personalities. 

The dialogue between characters 
was bland and the behavior of the 
main actress was either over-the-top 
or completely monotone. 

However, the theme of family 
added some flavor to the repetitive 
narrative. 

One character, Peter, stood out for 
his humor and made the movie more 
tolerable. Our rating for “The Prin-
cess Switch 3: Romancing the Star” 
is a solid 3.5/10.

“Home Sweet Home Alone”        
Disney+

 In a familiar plot sequence, one 
troublesome boy, Max Mercer, is 
left at home to defend his house, 
while trespassers, a married couple, 
try to steal a valuable heirloom with 
no success. Through all the chaos, 
Max learns that there truly is no 
place like home.

“Home Sweet Home Alone” had 
a lot of expectations to meet. Archie 
Yates, who plays Max Mercer in the 
new movie, has quite the assignment 
to live up to Macaulay Culkin’s act-
ing as Kevin McCallister in the orig-
inal “Home Alone” movies.

 The storyline and humor of two 
robbers being outplayed by a young 
boy are similar to prior movies, but 
much more brutal. 

Max hits the male robber in the 
head with many different objects, 
including bags of flour, a gallon of 
milk, and an eight ball shot by a pow-
erful toy gun. The impact of the eight 
ball leaves a giant welt on the fore-
head of the man. Then, the female 
robber is shot in the face by nerf bul-
lets that have thumbtacks stuck on 
the end. It is painful to watch, even 
more so than the old movies. 

The kid is a stuck-up rich boy in 
the beginning but changes his way. 
Some of the adult characters are 
childish and clueless, making the 
movie seem immature at times. One 
of the very clear aspects of the movie 
is family. It emphasizes that a fami-
ly is not a house but the people who 
love each other in the house. 

Altogether, the movie needs 
some improvement, but it could be 
good for families to watch together 
this holiday season. Our rating for 
“Home Sweet Home Alone” is 5/10.

The Christmas break gives people 
time to spend together, and there’s 
nothing better than sharing a movie, 
even if it’s just tolerable. So make 
some popcorn and get ready to 
cringe. 

Approach cringy Christmas movies with care

By Claire Barickman
SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR

Looking for something sweet and 
simple to read this holiday season? 

If so, you have come to the right 
place. 

“Dash and Lily’s Book of Dares” 
by David Levithan and Rachel Cohn 
is a great story that will put you in 
the spirit for the holidays. 

Sixteen-year-old Lily didn’t want 
to be alone for the holiday, so she did 
what any teen girl would do, she left 
a notebook filled with clues on the 
shelf next to her favorite book in her 
favorite book store. 

Dash, who chose to be alone for 
the holidays, was wandering the 
shelves of his favorite store when he 
stumbled across a bright red note-
book filled with dares. 

Intrigued by this strange notebook 
and the girl who wrote the dares 
within, Dash decides that maybe it 
would be nice to have someone to 
spend the holidays with. 

The red notebook soon becomes 
an outlet for both of the teenagers. 

They can tell the truth without 
feeling judged, and it is a way for 
them to let loose and be themselves 
while completing each other’s dares. 

“Dash and Lily’s Book of Dares” 
is short and sweet. The love story 
between Dash and Lily is absolute-
ly heartwarming with their ability 
to make each other feel comfortable 
with themselves. 

These characters push each other 
and help make one another a better 
person. You can see Lily develop 
as a person and slowly come out of 
her shell. “Dash and Lily’s Book of 
Dares” is a light and fluffy story. It 
isn’t very deep, but that is perfect for 
the holidays. 

I highly recommend reading it to 
get you in the spirit this holiday sea-
son.

Get booked for the holidays with ‘Dash and Lily’s Book of Dares’

By Evin Barickman and 
Camden Gjovik
SPORTS EDITOR AND SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR

Boys Basketball:
The boys basketball season kicked 

off with a strong showing at the 
Sheffield basketball tournament on 
Dec. 10 and 11. The Panthers defeat-
ed North Clarion 52-40 in the first 
round to advance to the champion-
ship round. Senior Jaden Wilkins 
and junior Brady Greco led the way 
with 22 and 21 points respectively.

The team went on to defeat Shef-
field 52-32 to win the tournament. 
Senior Isaac Johnson and Brady 
Greco led the team with 15 points, 
while Jaden Wilkins had 13 points. 

Wilkins was named All-Tourney 
MVP and Greco was named to the 
All-Tourney team.

Sadly, that momentum did not 
translate to a win against Seneca on 
Dec 14. where they were defeated 
69-43. 

However, they were able to get re-
demption on Dec. 16 against Titus-
ville, with a winning score of 66-36. 

The team will be in action again 
on Dec. 27 for the Mercer tourna-
ment.

Girls Basketball:
The girls basketball season start-

ed on Dec. 15 against Greenville. 
The Panthers ended the game with a 
score of 42, which was not enough to 

beat Greenville’s 63 points. Senior 
Averie Braymer led the team with 
a solid 13 points, followed closely 
by junior Hailee Gregor with 9 and 
freshman Lindsey Greco with 7.

The team was closely matched 
the majority of the game up until the 
very end. 

The girls played again against 
Jamestown Dec. 18, where they won 
41-22.

 The team has a matchup tonight 
against General McLane at home. 

Varsity Wrestling:
The wrestling season began with 

a 4-1 record at the Sheetz Dual tour-
nament on Dec. 11. They began 

the tournament with a 20-39 loss to 
Brookville, but then responded with 
wins against North East 64-6, Cran-
berry 49-19, North Star 60-15, and 
Slippery Rock 45-18.

The next match was against Eisen-
hower on Dec. 14. The Panthers won 
with a score of 48-22. 

The team will travel to the Pow-
erAde tournament on Dec. 29-30 at 
Canon-McMillen. 

Boys Junior High Basketball:
The junior high boys basketball 

season has started off on the right 
foot, that’s for sure. The boys have 
had a total of three games already 
this season. 

 Their season kicked off against 
Rocky Grove on Dec. 13 with an in-
credible 11 point comeback. The fi-
nal score was close, but Saegertown 
won by three points, 36-33. On Dec. 
14, the boys beat Titusville by 30 
points with a final score of 43-13. 
The final game of the week was on 
Dec. 15 against Jamestown, with a 
crushing score of 53-2.

 Saegertown walked away with a 
winning week, setting their overall 
record at 3-0.

Their next matchup is after school 
today at Cambridge Springs. 

To keep up with all the latest sports 
news, follow us on Twitter, Insta or 
Facebook @PantherPressSHS.

Winter sports seasons are underway with Panther teams

By Camden Gjovik and Claire 
Barickman
SOCIAL MEDIA EDITORS

The boys basketball cheer coach-
ing position has been filled by Ner-
issa Galt, who was approved at the 
Dec. 9 meeting of the PENNCREST 
School Board. This will be Galt’s 
first time coaching a sport. 

“With the pandemic, it has been 
hard on kids the past few years, 
with canceling games, and students 
having to quarantine.” Galt said, “I 

want this season to be as normal as 
possible.”

Galt’s goal is to make the season 
as rewarding as possible for every-
one involved.

Both of Galt’s daughters have 
been involved in cheer, so her love 
for the sport has come from watch-
ing them. Galt wants for each girl 
to have fun and have a sense of ac-
complishment this season, and walk 
away feeling like they learned some-
thing new. 

“I want to get a baseline for how 

well the 
g i r l s 
work to-
gether,” 
Galt said 
w h e n 
t a l k i n g 
a b o u t 
how she 
plans to 
improve 
the team. “Then I’d like to hear their 
ideas and see if we can implement 
any of them.”

Nerissa Galt named basketball cheer coach

By Brennen McWright and Logan 
Corner
NEWS EDITOR AND STAFF WRITER

In June, the PENNCREST School 
Board approved the creation of a girls’ 
wrestling club. Crawford County Girls’ 
Wrestling operates out of PENNCREST 
school district but is open to girls from 
other districts. The roster currently in-
cludes 15 women, with four from Sae-
gertown.

Head coach Kane Patron is confident 
in the ability of the new team.  “We’re 
doing everything guys can do,” Patron 
said. “Maybe even more.”

Many wrestlers on the team also 
wrestle for their school’s team. Accord-

ing to Patron, Crawford County Girls 
Wrestling is set apart from other teams 
by their work ethic.

“What sets us aside from other girls’ 
teams is that we’re in the weight room 
every other day,” Patron said. “At the 
start of the season, we were barely able 
to compete with other teams that just 
started this year. Now, we’re competing 
with teams that won state champion-

ships in the last two years.”
Sophomore Kacie Mook is also posi-

tive that the club will do well. Mook ex-
plained that the team has already had a 
great start.  “We already got first at two 
tournaments and we got a team award 
for second,” Mook said. “A lot of girls 
on our team have a lot of talent and can 
make it to states.”

The strong start has left the team 
with hopes of winning a state title, but 
mostly they just want to improve. The 
Crawford County Girls’ Wrestling team 
is currently operating under USA Wres-
tling, and is pursuing an affiliation with 
PIAA.

“We’re planning on coming back big-
ger and better next year,” Patron said.

Crawford County welcomes girls wrestling

Claire Barickman
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