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Sophomore Sadie Polach will take her baton 
twirling talents to Disney World in Florida to 
compete in the Twirl Mania competition on 
Feb. 18-21. A twirler is someone who twirls 
a baton, a performing artist, an athlete, and an 
entertainer all at the same time. 

“I got involved in baton twirling when I was 
eight years old and watched twirlers at a pa-
rade in Meadville,” Polach said. “I then joined 
the Captivators out of Cambridge Springs run 
by Patti Fiely  and twirled with them for seven 
years.” 

Often baton twirling is misconstrued as not 
a sport, but competitive twirling is different. 
Twirlers work for hours in gyms practicing 
strength and spatial awareness, refining motor 
skills, and hand-eye coordination. They also 
work on stamina, teamwork, self-confidence.

Locally, Polach performs with the Panther 
marching band, but she has competed in many 
places both locally and nationally. 

“Personally I travel almost every weekend 
to in-state competitions a couple hours away, 
or out of state,” Polach said.  “There are also 
our AYOP (America Youth in Parade) Na-
tionals that are held in Indiana which I will be 
attending.” 

Although Polach will be competing in the 
Twirl Mania competition individually, she is 
also a part of Twirling Angels from Hermitage, 
run by coaches Missy and Brianna Colbert. 

Twirling Angels is a recreational and com-
petitive baton twirling group that competes in 
state competitions, regional competitions, and 
in the TU (Twirling Unlimited) International 
championships. This is Polach’s first year with 
th team. 

Because this is Polach’s first year with the 
Twirling Angels, she does not currently hold 
any titles, but in the past, she has held model-
ing, strut, and solo titles in the past with pre-
vious teams. She intends to compete for Miss 
Teen Majorette of Pennsylvania in a couple 
months. 

According to Polach, twirling consists of 
multiple sections: a beginning, fingers, rolls, 
horizonals, and an ending. 

“The baton is in your control, and cold metal 
is spinning inches above your face so fast you 
can hear it cut through the air,” Polach said. 
“You know if you lose concentration, you 
could hurt yourself or even your teammates.”

 “Twirling is extremely difficult, tossing a 
baton very high then doing seemingly impos-
sible movements underneath, and catching it in 
multiple different ways to increase difficulty.
You develop spatial awareness, refine motor 
skills, hand-eye coordination, stamina,team-
work, self-confidence, and dedication,” Po-
lach said. “Competitive twirling is the sport 
that has saved me and given me friends from 
all over the world.”

For more information about Twirl Mania, 
visit twirlmania.com.

Polach takes twirling talents to Disney

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Sophomore Sadie Polach is headed to Disney this weekend. 
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By Luthea Sweeney
STAFF WRITER 

Students’ privilege to take their book 
bags to class was revoked on December 21 
during an “A” lunch verbal announcement 
by Principal Tom Baker. 

Since then, some students have stopped 
wearing coats due to the lack of space in 
their lockers.

Some students stopped eating their lunch 
as three minutes is not enough time for 
some to go to their lockers and make it to 
the lunchroom, and I’ve seen more pushing, 
shoving, and physical contact in the hall-
ways because students are not used to the 
hallways being crowded. 

In other words, the book bag ban has had 
a negative impact on students. 

Students have been carrying their back-
packs with them since their return to school 
after quarantine in 2020. 

Students have been carrying their book 
bags with them for nearly two years, so it’s 
a difficult transition to have to keep all per-
sonal items and school belongings on one-
self without a book bag. 

“Students are leaving class more fre-
quently to get materials left in the lockers 
since they can’t keep it in their book bags,” 
junior Marilyn Smith said. 

Sophomore Skyler Bland agrees with 
Smith on the negative impact of the book 
bag ban. 

“The hallways are also much more chaot-
ic now, and I notice that a lot of students are 
late to class,” Bland said. “We also have to 
leave class often to go to our lockers to get 
something we forgot, which disrupts class 
time.” 

On the other hand, some students and 
staff don’t see an issue with the new policy. 

“Not carrying a book bag all day has 
reduced my back pain,” said sophomore 
Kaylee King. 

King has scoliosis and admits that since 
she hasn’t been permitted to carry her back-
pack, her back has felt better. 

As an added benefit, students are getting 
more exercise going to and from their lock-
ers to grab needed supplies for their classes. 

Despite these silver linings, the benefits 
of the book bag ban do not outweigh the 
disadvantages. The book bag ban should be 
revoked.

Book bag ban 
needs to go

By Josie Deeter
DESIGN EDITOR 

Seniors pay for their own caps and gowns so 
they can walk across the stage with their peers 
and receive their diplomas. If the seniors are 
paying for their caps and gowns, why aren’t 
they allowed to express themselves by decorat-
ing their graduation caps? 

A simple Google search for graduation cap 
ideas can show just how many seniors have 
decorated their caps. High school students 
across the country not only look forward to 
graduating but also look forward to getting to 
personalize the graduation cap. 

A personalized cap can show off the stu-
dents’ uniqueness, hobbies, or even where they 
plan on attending college. “All of us as students 
are very individual people, and we should be 
able to express that,” senior Paisley Mangold 
said.

One of the senior class advisors explained 
that decorating graduation caps is “informal” 
and stated that students would have the oppor-
tunity to decorate their graduation caps when 
they graduate from college. However, some 
students won’t attend college and will go into 
the workforce or attend a program that may 
not have a graduation ceremony. This means 

they might have only one chance, high school 
graduation, to walk across the stage with a cap 
decorated to represent individuality. 

The graduating class of 2020 was able to 
decorate their graduation caps since they had 
an alternative graduation ceremony due to 
COVID-19. The Class of 2020 was given this 
privilege because much had been taken from 
them. Has the world really changed that much? 
We are still in a pandemic, and the world is still 
in a state of uncertainty. So why not extend the 
privilege to the Class of 2022 and beyond. 

Seniors of any graduating class should be 
able to decorate their graduation caps if they 
wish and not be forced to suppress their indi-
viduality.

Graduation caps: Let 
the decorating begin

Contributed photo
2020 graduates Shayla Deeter and Alexi Lewis
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Valentine’s Day: Overrated or Not? 
By Sara Slayter and Paisley Mangold
OPINION EDITOR AND EDITOR IN CHIEF

Sara’s view:
Valentine’s Day is the day you spread love, so 

why do people dislike it so much? With all store 
aisles decked in chocolates, stuffed animals, and 
clichè cards with a message to your partner, it 
should remind you of the importance of making 
your significant other feel pampered and show 
them you appreciate their love vice versa. There 
is something exciting about buying or making 
all these things for your partner and giving them 
on this special day. It doesn’t even have to be a 
significant other, you can buy your family gifts 
or take your friends out because overall the holi-
day is about love and love defines us all. 

Paisley’s view: 

Valentine’s Day has always seemed like an-
other commercialized holiday where big busi-
nesses are just  trying to bring in more revenue. 
There is this enormous   pressure to give your 
significant other some cheesy gift or grand 
gesture, and companies have completely taken 
advantage of it. Besides, people shouldn’t just 
be showing their love and appreciation for oth-
ers just because it’s marked as a national hol-
iday in the calendars. The expectations seem 
almost impossible to fulfill, making or break-
ing relationships of any kind. Then you start 
seeing all these posts flooding your media of 
the”stereotypical” relationships, leaving you to 
second guess yours. Obviously there’s nothing 
wrong with being single, but something about 
Valentine’s Day just highlights the fact you’re 
“alone.” Seeing all of the happy couples being 
showered with affection makes you feel singled 
out. In reality, Valentine’s is just a day that has 
become too commercialized, making it full of 
disappointments and unrealistic expectations.

By Paisley Mangold
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Many issues that occur within the school 
building are barely recognized or are com-
pletely disregarded. 

School should be a place for students to 
worry about their education, not their safety. 
Turning a blind eye to socially significant dif-
ferences is not the answer. 

These issues need to be addressed among 
both the student and administrative body. 

PENNCREST School Board policy 249 
(the bullying/cyberbullying prevention policy) 
states, “The Board recognizes that bullying 
creates an atmosphere of fear and intimidation, 
detracts from the safe environment necessary 

for student learning, and may lead to more se-
rious violence.” If the members of the board 
recognize this, then why does it seem that the 
policy is not enforced?

It appears that many students are able to 
get away with inappropriate actions such as 
discriminatory speech directed at others, ha-
rassment online, and physically harming one 
another. 

For example, it has been reported that a mul-
titude of slurs and hate speech are used casual-
ly throughout the building in both the hallways 
and the classrooms. 

Although administration is dealing with the 
issue, it doesn’t seem that the consequenc-
es are harsh enough to make a difference in 
school culture.  

This needs to change. 
Increasingly stricter punishments can be 

used in order to quickly diminish a student’s 
rate of problematic behaviors, making it a saf-
er environment for others. 

Along with making punishments tougher, 
more sensitivity education for the student body 
could make a positive difference in how stu-
dents treat each other. 

Admittedly, some people feel as if sensitiv-
ity talks may be too controversial for school. 
This argument has little merit, however. Stu-
dents need to become more aware of their ac-
tions and how they might be affecting others. 
They could be creating an unsafe environment 
for another without even knowing it. 

According to the Fordham Institute, “Learn-

ing suffers when students fear for their safe-
ty, worry about being bullied, or don’t sense 
their teachers have high expectations for their 
success.” Students come to school expecting a 
safe learning environment. It is up to all of us 
to work to make that a reality. 

The amount of insensitive comments being 
thrown around freely is disturbing. It seems as 
if there’s more of a concern with our attire and 
how we look rather than what actually comes 
out of our mouths. 

Action needs to be taken and a sensitivity 
talk would be a great way to start. Students 
need to be shown that these bullying policies 
are actually being taken seriously and that 
school is not a place where they should have to 
worry about their well-being and safety. 

We need to talk: Time for sensitivity 



By Brennen McWright
NEWS EDITOR

Graduating early is a dream for 
many high school students; for Lo-
gan Dodson, this dream became a 
reality. 

Dodson is the first student in the 
Class of ‘22 to graduate early from 
PENNCREST Cyber Academy 
(PCA). 

Because the Academy is part of 
PENNCREST, Dodson will have the 
opportunity to attend the graduation 
ceremony in June, accepting the di-
ploma on stage at his home school. 

Dee Henry, a social studies teach-
er at PCA, explained that early grad-
uation is just one of the many bene-

fits to learning in a self-paced, online 
environment. 

“Another plus is that students can 
work during the times that are best 
for them, and they can be on their 
own schedule since our courses are 
not necessarily synchronous,” Henry 
said. 

PCA director Dr. Kelli Trenga 
sees great growth and success in the 
program. “This is a great solution for 
students who have plans post high 
school,” Dr. Trenga said. 

Some of the plans Trenga men-
tioned are entering the workforce, 
attending trade school, joining the 
military, or simply being done with 
school. 

Students around the world share 

these goals; however, Trenga stress-
es that PCA provides unique oppor-
tunities for prospective students.

“We offer dual enrollment for 
elective credits from technical 
schools, colleges, or universities in 
and out of state,” Trenga said. 

PCA also offers virtual tutoring 
and a mentor program. Clubs will be 
added soon and family art nights will 
continue. 

All of these benefits are meant to 
make learning fun, engaging, and aid 
struggling students.

“While online learning can be ab-
solutely perfect for some students, it 
is not a perfect fit for all students,” 
Trenga said, “PCA has systems in 
place to help struggling students be 

successful.” 
Students receive individual at-

tention via assignment feedback, 
emails, phone calls, and Google 
Meets. 

With this personal assistance, 
many students could follow Dodson 
and gain enough credits to graduate 
early.

“We are excited to continue to 
provide an excellent education expe-
rience for our current students, pro-
spective students who may need an 
environmental change, and for stu-
dents in outside cyber charters who 
we would love to have join PCA,” 
Trenga said. 

For more information, visit https://
www.penncrestcyber.net/home
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SHS Hi-Q team competes in Scholastic Scrimmage

Contributed photo 
On Monday, Feb. 7, the SHS Hi-Q team traveled to WQLN studios in Erie to compete in the Scholastic Scrimmage tournament. They faced off against Cranberry Area and were defeated  280-165. The match 
will be broadcast on Thursday, March 17 at 8:30 p.m. Team members from left: Travis Peters, Ezra McClymonds, Royal Miller, and Paige Hershelman. Alternates were LaWrynn Edwards and Ella Tautin. 

First Class of 2022 PENNCREST Cyber Academy student graduates early
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By Luthea Sweeney
STAFF WRITER

This month, Saegertown welcomed Mrs. 
Mariah Beusch, a PENNCREST alumni, as 
the substitute learning support teacher for the 
remainder of the 2021-22 school year. 

Beusch taught kindergarten last year at 
Warren County Area Elementary. She had as-
pirations to teach special education since she 
graduated from college, so when the PENN-
CREST position became available, she could 
not pass it up. 

“I felt as though teaching in special educa-
tion would allow me the opportunity to help 
those who needed it the most,” Beusch said.

 In addition to her time as a kindergarten 
teacher, Beusch spent five years as an assis-
tant teacher in multiple preschool centers. 

For the remainder of this year, her goal is 
to, “to keep the kids I meet on track, be suc-
cessful, and finish the year strong.”

Beusch, who graduated from Maplewood 
in 2014,  is especially excited to work in the 
PENNCREST school district. 

She noted that it has been a 

dream of hers to return to this district since 
she left high school.

“I had some amazing teachers in school that 
really guided me and helped put me on the 
right track,” Beusch said. “I wanted to be able 
to help others like they helped me.“ When she 
isn’t teaching, Beusch loves camping and hik-
ing with her husband and two dogs. 

You can find Mrs. Beusch in room 222. 
Stop in and make her feel welcome. 

Saegertown welcomes 
Mrs. Beusch

Mrs. Mariah Beusch

By Hazel Peel
STAFF WRITER

The National Honor Society is hosting a 
penny war fundraiser that will run Feb 28 - 
Mar 4.  

A shower of coins will clink into containers 
in the cafeteria during lunch as the grade lev-
els compete against each other. 

The total count will be updated and stand-
ings announced daily. 

In addition to the Penny War, peer tutoring 
is making a comeback. Student Council has 
organized a system so that NHS members can 
get community service hours for tutoring stu-
dents in any subject in which they need help. 

NHS members who tutor fellow peers 
during Thursday’s WINN will be permitted 
to claim double hours for their time logs, as 
they’re giving up their junior and senior re-
lease privilege to help others.  

The current plan calls for tutoring to be 
available to the students by the next academic 
WINN, which is on Feb 24.

WINN, an acronym for What I Need Now, 
is for students to ask their teachers for help 

with material; however, some students do not 
feel comfortable asking for help. 

Whether from nerves or from the teacher 
not being available to help in a busy class-
room, peer tutoring will help students learn 
the material to improve their grades. 

“Sometimes what a student needs is help 
in a class that the teacher is not available 
to help,” Student Council adviser Kathryn 
Thomas said.

Peer tutoring has multiple benefits. Some 
students do not retain the material taught 
during the lesson, and a tutor can rephrase 
teachers’ words and teach the material in a 
way that the student understands.

“Some students take directions from their 
peers better than from teachers,” science 
teacher Kelli Peters said. 

Student Council and NHS members will be 
able to tutor. The Google form will be pushed 
out to students from the guidance Google 
classroom.

If you are interested in tutoring or being 
tutored, please see Mrs. Thomas for more de-
tails. 

Penny wars and peer 
tutoring make return

By Zaine Eback and LaWrynn 
Edwards
PANTHER PAW EDITOR AND MANAGING       EDITOR

After school today, SPA (Saegertown 
Pride Alliance) will hold a Valentine’s Day 
Unity Meet in the Library from 3:30 pm to 
5:30 pm. 

This event is open to anyone: allies, 
friends, nonmembers, students, teachers, 
staff, and even students from other schools 
are encouraged to attend. 

This will be the third unity event SPA has 
hosted this year. 

President Royal Miller (he/him) suggest-
ed the idea of hosting a specific meet for 
the holiday. 

“The last unity meet we held went well 
and attracted a decent amount of people. 
The idea of a Valentine’s Unity Meet at-
tracted my attention because Valentine’s 
Day symbolizes love and friendship,” Mill-

er said. “I also thought members could 
bring guests they are in a relationship 
with, friendships, and allies to introduce 
to us and be more inclusive of other peo-
ple in the area.” 

The meet will include activities such 
as drawing, creating identity name tags, a 
trivia contest, music, and games. 

These activities were voted on by club 
members through a Google Form created 
by the club’s vice president, Zaine Eback 
(they/he). 

Food and drinks will be provided. 
Anyone interested in attending can sign 
up in room 215. 

SPA continues to open its doors to 
new members and allies. Each meeting 
includes an update, a presentation, and 
a discussion. You can join by visiting 
room 215 during the lunch plus period 
each Wednesday. All are welcome.

SPA unity meet welcomes all this afternoon
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By Luthea Sweeney
STAFF WRITER

Between social media and the 
new season, trends have been pop-
ping up left and right. Many of these 
are fashion trends such as Hey Dude 
shoes,Y2K inspired clothing, and 
Hello Kitty branded clothing. 

Other trends include collecting 
crystals, fidget toys, and finding 
newer means of self expression 
through jewelry, horoscopes, and 
piercings. 

Have you kept up with the latest 
trends?

Y2K fashion trends have been re-
emerging in social media. 

This trend consists of wearing 
neon colors, bulky jewelry, tiny 
bags, Juicy Couture, bedazzled lo-
gos, metallic jackets, really anything 
that was very popular in the early 
2000s. 

This trendy style is fun and cute as 

you shop for the same clothing you 
bought during your adolescence. 

“The 2000s trend is a super fun 
style that allows me to play with col-
ors and jewelry,” said senior Lynsie 
Kimple. 

Hello Kitty inspired everything 
has been selling out in stores. Hel-
lo Kitty first became popular in the 
1990s when celebrities such as Ma-
riah Carey adopted Hello Kitty as a 
fashion statement. It seems the trend 
is back for round two. 

 “It’s cute and hyper feminine, and 
hyper femininity is coming back,” 
said Lennon Campbell. 

Campbell owns Hello Kitty 
themed slippers, lip balm, shirts, 
stuffed animals, and mirrors.

Hey Dudes were deemed “much 
more than an awesome shoe,” by 
Honest Brand Reviews on July 9, 
2021. Hey Dudes hit the market in 
Feb. 2009 and now are more popular 

than ever. 
“I saw they were comfy and slip-

ons,” senior Rachel White said.” I 
also enjoyed the fun styles as well as 
their super light fit.”

Fidget toys are being sold in stores 
everywhere. These toys consist of 
the fidget cube, pop-its, Nee-Doh 
balls, the marble fidget toy, pop 
tubes, squishies, and more. 

“I keep a variety of fidget toys on 
my desk to help students with ner-
vous energy find a way to channel 
it to both help them calm down and 
feel comfortable in my office,” said 
guidance counselor Christy Mogel.

A recent trend involves collecting 
different rocks, crystals, minerals, 
and more. 

Some influencers admitted they 
use crystals for healing properties, 
and singer Adele said these prop-
erties helped her overcome stage 
fright. 

”I started liking crystals when I 
learned about their healing proper-
ties, and I love the way they look in 
the light,” Kaylee Reynolds said. 

Reynolds herself owns Rose 
Quartz, Tigers Eye, Blue Topaz, 
and Clear Quartz. “I like to cleanse 
with them,” Reynolds said. “They 

make me happy, and I like to collect 
them.”

Trends just come and go regard-
less of how popular they become. 

According to senior Mollie Przy-
browski, “Trends are important be-
cause they keep life interesting.”

Saegertown students full send on trends

Collage made by Luthea Sweeney



7Features The Panther Press
         Wednesday, February 16, 2022

By Cora MacAdam, Alaina Merchant, 
and Nola Zook
STAFF WRITERS

The Positive Attitudes Winning Saegertown 
(PAWS) team is made up of a group of teach-
ers who are focusing on uplifting student spirit 
and promoting good behavior in the student 
body.  

Brian Lipps, a social studies teacher, is part 
of a ten-member team focusing on PBIS (Posi-
tive Behavior Intervention and Support). 

The PAWS team, partnering with the Stu-
dent Council, works hard on creating enjoy-
able activities for the student body.

One of their most recent developments has 
been the restoration of PAWS tickets that  
can be given to students who stand out in ac-
ademics, athletics, exceptional efforts, arts, or 
4-H/community outreach.

“The PAWS tickets are a part of the process 
of trying to instill and encourage positive be-
haviors throughout the school building,” Lipps 
said. “The tickets are meant to encourage stu-
dents to continue to do these actions as we are 
acknowledging and rewarding them for doing 
so.” 

Students who cash in five tickets are quali-
fied to win small prizes using the Plinko game 
board. Prizes are awarded daily, weekly, bi-
weekly, and monthly. 

Teachers are also eligible for large and small 
rewards as their students hand in their tickets 
to the office. The list of prizes range from front 
row parking spots to leaving a half hour early 
from school. 

“We think we have had a good start,” Lipps 
said. “We will look to continue to add new fun 
things the rest of this year as well as for next 
year.”

PAWS team pushes for ‘pawsitivity’

Contributed photo
The first Golden PAWS ticket winners were drawn on Feb. 14. They are (from left) Sam Hetrick, 
Connor Shaw, Kaitlyn Bauer, Olivia Lenker, and Winston Zook. Missing from photo is Owen 
Herschelman. These students will enjoy perks such as free snacks at lunch, first place in lunch line, 
a homework pass, a membean pass, and extra  gym or art time during WINN. New winners will be 
drawn every two weeks. 
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Super-fans go all out to support teams
By Claire Barickman
SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR

With the winter sports sea-
son in full swing, super-fans 
are in their zone. Students and 
teachers alike have been going 
to as many games and matches 
as they can to support the ath-
letes. 

Super-fans are the students 
who show up, sometimes in 
costume, but always at maxi-
mum intensity, to support their 
friends and have a good time. 

The super fans are a crucial 
part of the atmosphere of the 
student section. The cheer-
leaders, who are also part of 
the super-fan section, rely on 
them to amp up the volume. 

Senior basketball cheerlead-
er Melissa Clayton said, “It’s 
great! We are really loud and 
cheer well.” 

Some athletes participate 
as super-fans for other sports. 
Junior basketball player 
Henry Shaffer can be found 
super-fanning at wrestling 
matches. 

“It’s a good time,” Shaffer 
said.  “I like to watch the se-
niors.” 

One thing that keeps the 
super-fans coming back are 
theme nights. Many students 
have favorite themes from red, 
white and blue to whiteouts. 

“My favorite is the blue 
and gold theme,” eighth grad-
er William Shaffer said. His 
brother, Henry Shafer, said 
his favorite has been Hawaiian 
Night. 

Basketball super-fans Evin 
Barickman, Garrett Young, 

Hunter Frazier and Hunter 
Wright even made signs to 
support their friend Max Giles. 

“It’s really a blast,” Evin 
Barickman said. “Going to the 
games and just hanging out 
with people and yelling is so 
much fun.”

Science teacher Kathryn 
Thomas agrees with Barick-
man. “I love sports, competi-
tion in general, but I also like 
to go out and support our stu-
dents,” Thomas said. “Chirp-
ing is also one of my favorite 
pastimes (I have been told I 

would win the gold medal if it 
was an Olympic sport).”

As a former athlete, Thomas 
knows how much fan support 
can mean. 

“I have loved sports for 
as long as I can remember,” 
Thomas said. “I try to talk to 
my students about their sports 
and accomplishments as much 
as possible.”

To get in on the super-fan 
action, come out to support 
the girls team tomorrow or the 
boys game on Friday.

Contributed photo 
From left: Seniors Garrett Young, Evin Barickman, Hunter Frazier (top), and Hunter Wright (bottom) hold signs and megaphones to show support at the boys basketball game



By Evin Barickman
SPORTS EDITOR

As we approach the end of the Winter sports 
season, the boys basketball team has a solid 
record of 16-4. Led by junior Brady Greco 
(108 pts.)  and senior Jaden Wilkins (97 pts.) 
in scoring, the Panthers have had many key 
victories over rivals including the thrilling 57-
51 road victory over Cambridge Springs and a 
51-50 overtime win against Union City. 

As of press time, The Panthers are ranked 
first in Region 2 with a 11-1 record against 
region opponents. They are set to play the Co-
chranton Cardinals on Friday. Varsity tip-off 
is at 7 p.m.

The girls basketball team has certainly faced 
its share of hardships this year. 

With a limited number of girls on the roster, 
they have been unable to field a junior varsity 
team, so it is impressive that they’re in the po-
sition that they are in the standings. 

As of press time, the Lady Panthers are fifth 
in Region 2 with a 8-12 record overall and a 
6-6 record in the region. 

Led by senior Averie Braymer (65 pts.), the 
girls basketball team has certainly been a resil-
ient bunch this season and put up a good fight.

The junior high boys basketball team has 
had a solid season. The seventh grade team 
finished the regular season with a 17-1 record, 
while the eighth grade team had a perfect 19-0 
record. 

“This year’s team was a really hard work-
ing and dedicated team,” Coach Ted Little 
said. “All 12 players strived at practice for two 
hours every day to show up for the game ready 
to play.”

In the playoffs, they defeated Rocky Grove 
38-35 to move on to the finals, where they de-
feated Eisenhower 27-24 to win the champi-
onship.

“This year’s motto was ‘Take care of busi-
ness’,” Coach Little added. “This year’s record 
of 21-0 was an enormous feat and truly shows 
what Panther Pride is all about.”

The wrestling team finished the season first 
place in Region 3 with a 14-3 record overall 
and a 7-1 record within the region. 

Not only was this season a success for the 
team as a whole, but it was also a success for 
senior Landon Caldwell, who achieved his 
100th win January 26 against Maplewood.

 At the D10 class 2A team duals in Sharon 
on Feb. 5, the team notched a thrilling victory 
against the Reynolds Raiders in the quarterfi-
nals, marking the first time in many years that 
the Panthers have defeated this formidable foe. 

Although the Panthers were defeated by Fort 
LeBoeuf and Corry to finish in fourth place, 
the victory over Reynolds will remain a high 
point for the season. D10 individual champi-
onships will be held Feb. 18-19 in Meadville.

(Note: Scoring totals and records are from 
goerie.com)
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Winter sports roundup: teams headed into home stretch

By Logan Corner
STAFF WRITER

On Jan 26, at Maplewood High School, Saegertown 
wrestler Landon Caldwell achieved his one-hundredth 
win. The atmosphere was buzzing; many fans were 
packed into the stands. All of them witnessed Cald-
well’s win.

“It was awesome to finally accomplish something 
that I’ve been dreaming about ever since I was little,” 
Caldwell said, “I’ve been looking at that one hundred 
win banner and wanting my name on it”

Because of his belief in himself, he got the job done. 
Caldwell’s coach, Jim Mulligan, was ecstatic for him. 
Mulligan said that Landon “has worked super hard” to 
accomplish one hundred wins.

However, Caldwell’s match did have one downside: 
it was a forfeit. Caldwell wished that he had a match, 
but he was very glad that there were so many people 
that came to spectate. 

“It would have been nice to wrestle a match, but the 
number of people that showed up was amazing,” Cald-
well said, “It just shows how much our community and 
fans support us.”

Caldwell gained motivation from his family, coach-
es, and teammates. 

“My motivation to get 100 wins was my parents 
and sisters who supported me ever since I was young,” 
Caldwell said, “And my coaches who make me better 

every day and are like a family to me.”
According to Caldwell, his most memorable win 

was against Malvern Prep when he attained a medal. 
Mulligan’s most memorable match with Landon, how-
ever, was at Tool City, where he had a very close match 
and won in overtime.

Caldwell wants to make more memories until the 
end of the postseason, and Mulligan says that Caldwell 
is aiming big.

“He has the goal of winning a state title,” Mulligan 
said. “He’s easy to motivate.”

Caldwell achieves one hundred 
wrestling wins

Boys basketball Girls basketball

Junior high boys basketball Wrestling

Contributed photo 
The Saegertown Girls Wrestling Co-Op team defeated 29 other teams on Sunday at 
Indiana High School to win the northwest regional championship with 115 points. 
Sophomore Kylie Stafford is Saegertown’s first female regional champion. According 
to Coach Kane Patron, “Stafford pinned everyone who stood across from her, none of 
which lasted more than a minute.” 

Contributed photo 

For all the latest sports updates, follow the Panther Press on Facebook and 
Instagram @pantherpressSHS and Twitter @PantherPressSHS
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By Evin Barickman
SPORTS EDITOR

Need a movie to watch on Valentine’s 
Day? 1942’s “Casablanca” is a classic 
that you should definitely watch. Di-
rected by Michael Curtiz and fueled by 
performances from Humphrey Bogart 
and Ingrid Bergman, “Casablanca” is 
an excellent love story set in the city of 
Casablanca during WWII.

Although it was filmed as a pro-Amer-
ica propaganda piece, “Casablanca” 
stands as a classic film that everyone 
should watch at least once in their lives.

The story follows Rick Blaine (Boga-
rt), a night club owner in Nazi occupied 
Casablanca. 

Blaine is indifferent towards the Nazi 
occupation until he discovers that his 
former lover (Bergman) is married to a 
man wanted by the Nazis. 

They are both on the run and trying to 
escape to the United States when they 
approach Blaine and ask him to help 
them escape. 

“Casablanca” is a staple of classic 
filmmaking that features two of Holly-
wood’s biggest stars at the top of their 
game. 

The film relies heavily on the acting 
abilities of its actors and they provide ex-
cellent performances. 

You should definitely watch “Casa-
blanca” any time possible. The film is 

not strictly a romance movie, so it can be 
enjoyed at any time of year. 

Overall, I highly recommend “Casa-
blanca” to anyone who needs a good 
movie to watch and has not seen it.

FAST FACTS 
ABOUT ‘CASABLANCA’

The original authors signed away 
their rights for $20,000.

Two Casablanca TV shows have 
been made.

It’s the most quotable movie of all 
time.

Ronald Reagan was rumored to 
star in it.

Originally the story was set in 
Lisbon, Portugal. 

Consider watching 
‘Casablanca’ this Valentine’s Day

By Alaina Merchant
STAFF WRITER

Have you ever witnessed your friend 
or family member in a toxic relationship? 
Have you yourself ever been in a toxic 
relationship? 

To an outsider, it seems impossible to 
explain why anyone would ever stay in 
an unhealthy relationship. 

But to the person inside the relation-
ship. It’s not that easy. 

In “It Ends With Us” by Colleen 
Hoover, Lily Bloom is a free-spirited 
Maine native with a seemingly normal 
life...until she meets Ryle Kincaid.

The novel “It Ends With Us” delivers 
so much more than just a simple story of 
a love triangle. 

Instead, it illustrates a story of a domes-
tic abuse survivor finding the strength to 
make the right choice in the most compli-
cated situation.

“Fifteen seconds. That’s all it takes to 

completely change everything about a 
person. Fifteen seconds that we’ll nev-
er get back,” Hoover wrote to illustrate 
Lily’s inner dialogue about that haunting 
night when Ryle first hit Lily. 

Days after the incident, Atlas Corrigan, 
Lily’s first love from childhood, enters 
the picture when Lily and Ryle bump into 
him at his restaurant. 

Atlas begs Lily to break up with Ryle, 
but Lily refuses to acknowledge the sim-
ilarities between hers and her mother’s 
abusive relationships, which is excep-
tionally heartbreaking. 

Regardless of her refusal to acknowl-
edge the obvious, Lily is the most admi-
rable heroine of all the romance books 
that I have read. 

She portrays the independence, con-
viction and strength that I want every 
woman to possess. 

The most upsetting aspect of this nov-
el is that Hoover based the incidents be-

tween Lily and Ryle on her parent’s abu-
sive relationship.

The book was constantly surprising 
me, and I never wanted to put it down. 

It is not only one of the best romance 
books that I have read, but one of the best 
books I have ever read in general. 

I highly recommend reading “It Ends 
with Us,” and I’m sure you will give it 
five stars too. 

(Please be aware that the book contains 
some scenes that may be disturbing for 
some readers.)

NOTE: Simon and Schuster publish-
ing recently announced that the sequel to 
“It Ends With Us” will be published on 
Oct. 18. 

“It Starts With Us” will tell fan favorite 
Atlas’s side of the story and share what 
comes next. According to thebookseller.
com, author Hoover said, “I’m honored 
to pick up where we left off with  Lily and 
Atlas’s story.” 

‘It Ends With Us’ delivers 
redemption and romance
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