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On April 21, Superintendent Tim-
othy Glasspool visited the newsroom 
to answer questions from the Panther 
Press staff about the the school, dis-
trict, and future. Responses are para-
phrased. 

Q: What do you like about be-
ing superintendent?

A: I never lament coming to work. 
I’m never not working. I enjoy work. 
Usually when people call me, it’s 
important. I go to meetings. Lots of 
meetings. And what I do is definite-
ly part of a team effort. Good ideas 
don’t just come from me, so if you 
have any, share them. The best part 
of my job is that I can remove barri-
ers for students and teachers. 

Q: What are the most difficult 
things about being a superinten-
dent at PENNCREST?

A: No one really knows what a 
superintendent does. Right now, 
being a superintendent is an impos-
sible job. PENNCREST is a top ten 
employer in Crawford County. It’s a 
big operation; there’s a lot of moving 
parts. We have 2600 students and 
375 full time employees. It’s a $58 
million operation. Basically, you are 
my job. 

Q: What changes would you like 
to see in PENNCREST schools in 
the future?

A: It’s not about what I want to do. 
It’s about what the community wants 
to do. We’ve come a long way. The 
district is in a really good position 
right now. One thing on my mind is 
possibly consolidating sports teams 

in the future. We 
have three football 
stadiums. Replacing 
lights for one atten-
dance area would be 
$750,000 and new 
bleachers would be 
$350,000. Times 
that by three, and 
you can see that we 
might need to con-
sider changes down 
the road. 

Q: How do you 
feel about the use of 
social media within 
the school?

A: I am proud to 
say that I don’t have 
a Facebook page. 
However, I think 
it’s a powerful plat-
form. I also think 
social media in gen-
eral is problematic 
for misinformation. 
I’m okay with dis-
trict-sponsored so-
cial media. Social 
media is the quickest 
and most efficient 
way to communicate with parents.

Q: Do you have any goals for 
boosting theatre and music pro-
grams across the district?

A: We’ve been trying to do a 
district musical for the last couple 
years. I have money in the budget 
for that. We’ve been talking about 
renovating at least one auditorium 
in the district so we can have a more 
robust theater program. In addition, 
this is the first year we’ve had three 

dedicated K-6 music teachers. They 
want to do a fifth and sixth grade dis-
trict-wide music festival next year. 
We are going to make that happen. 

Q: When you came to PENN-
CREST, you shared that you were 
not a huge fan of field trips. What 
kinds of field trips do you think 
are really beneficial for students?

A: I absolutely hate field trips. I 
dislike anything that deviates from 
the normal school day. Anything 
that changes the show up, come to 

school, leave school routine. With 
that being said, I do think there are 
some good field trips. 

Q: Do you foresee PENNCREST 
going fully cyber in the future due 
to the teacher shortage?

A: No. There is always going to 
be a place for cyber education. It’s 
not going away. But  the value that 
a teacher adds is almost immeasur-
able. Teachers have always made the 
difference in education. That’s the 
reason why there is always going to 

be a brick-and-mortar school.
Q: PENNCREST hired a men-

tal health coordinator at the last 
board meeting. How will this pos-
tion impact students?

A: Everybody is [struggling with 
schoolwork and stress]. Mental 
health is an issue across the coun-
try, and we know more students and 
families are struggling. We’re trying 
to address mental health concerns in 
general. The coordinator will help 
connect students with services they 
need. 

Q: Do you have any comments 
on the substitute teacher short-
age?

A: Substitutes have been a prob-
lem in the district; they will continue 
to be. When I started, we paid $90 a 
day [for substitutes]. Now we work 
on a 3 level [Level 1: $120, Level 2: 
$130, Level 3: $140] pay scale. Sub-
stitute jobs are now in demand. What 
concerns me more than substitute 
teachers right now is bus drivers. We 
need to have more local control from 
the state to find creative solutions to 
solve these problems. 

Q: What do you think of having 
no valedictorian and salutatori-
an? Could you see a return to this 
practice?

A: I know why the valedictorian 
position was eliminated. A lot of the 
most high achieving school districts 
in the state have eliminated vale-
dictorian. Individuals believe that it 
was creating unhealthy competition. 
None of the high school principals 
are in favor of going back to having 
a valedictorian.

See GLASSPOOL, Page 5
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Luthea Sweeney/SHS
Dr. Timothy Glasspool  attended 
a  newsroom press conference 
on April 21. 
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By Luthea Sweeney
STAFF WRITER 

Standardized tests are detrimental 
to students’ mental health. Accord-
ing to the Washington Post, stan-
dardized testing is a cause of stress 
and other negative health impacts 
such as anxiety, depression, sleep-
lessness, low self-esteem, and life-
long metal blocks. 

On average, students spend be-
tween 20-25 hours per year taking 
standardized tests, not including 
preparation. 

And students are encouraged not 
to miss testing days regardless of if 
they’re unwell that day. 

A standardized test is defined as 
(1) “a selection of questions from a 
common bank of questions, in the 
same way, and that (2) is scored 
in a ‘standard’ or consistent man-
ner…”according to the “Glossary 
of Education Reform.” Standardized 
tests evaluate whether students have 

met the state learning standards. 
Allegedly or in theory, standard-

ized tests hold schools accountable 
for their academic performance. And 
we are told that these tests enable 
policy makers to identify the schools 
which need intervention. 

 An article written by The Wash-
ington Post discussed the statistics 
from surveys taken by students re-
garding their mental health and stan-
dardized testing. The article states 
standardized testing results in a lack 
of learning. Teachers must work 
through the required amount of ma-
terial before the test and this often 
pushes them to move forward with 
content even if the class is not ready. 

Students may end up memorizing 
the information given for the test in-
stead of taking the time to learn the 
material themselves. Another neg-
ative result of standardized testing 
is reduced content knowledge. Stu-
dents learn how to take the test and 

not the material needed for the test. 
Standardized testing, however, af-

fects much more than the students’ 
learning experience. Loss of curios-
ity and love of learning, feelings of 
internalized failure, and stress have 
all been results of standardized test-
ing. 

Teachers have reported children 
throwing up, losing control of their 
bowels, and increased commitments 
for psychiatric and anxiety issues 
during standardized testing season. 

Moreover, standardized tests are 
designed to fail a portion of test tak-
ers. 

Struggling students who continue 
to fail these tests may believe they 
are bad students who will not suc-
ceed in school. 

So while standardized testing may  
help dictate which schools need re-
form and may keep teachers on task 
with their curriculum, it harms stu-
dents in the process.

Standardized testing detrimental 
to students’ health and well-being

“I don’t believe it’s fair. Men shouldn’t even be making choices about 
my body. Plus, if a girl is assaulted, why would you force her to have that 
child? ” - Izzy Walters

“Trying to overturn Roe V. Wade is a complete violation of bodily 
autonomy which is one of our fundamental rights. Being pro-life is just 
being pro-birth unless you truly want to fix the foster care system and 
make getting access to medical care easier.” - Madison Smith 

“I believe every person is a child of God. Not one person should have 
the right to a child’s life on this Earth.” - Brady Greco

“I think that abortions shouldn’t be completely abolished but also 
shouldn’t be open to anyone at any time. There are so many other forms 
of contraceptives that abortions should be a last resort. There are some 
extreme cases of rape or when either the child or mother is in danger that 
there is no other option.” - Janaya Trisket

“I strongly believe that women should have the right to choose what 
they do with THEIR body. Overturning Roe v. Wade will be taking us 
back in time when we should be moving forward. Being able to choose 
what I want to do with my body is a right that shouldn’t even be consid-
ered to be taken away.” - Aidanne McLaughlin

“I strongly believe that all lives matter, even the unborn.” 
- Theama Scott

Student opinions on leaked 
Supreme Court draft to 
overturn Roe v. Wade
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By Lennon Campbell
FEATURES EDITOR

In 2019, the PENNCREST 
School Board funded the first 
round of Pride Projects that re-
sulted in the addition of the Sae-
gertown High School sign on the 
front of the building. 

Again this year, each high 
school has received $10,000 to 
fund additional projects. 

Working with student council 
adviser Kathryn Thomas, students 
created a proposal that highlights 
privacy and school spirit. 

It was decided that this money 
would be used to wrap the cafete-
ria windows, maintain the Panther 
Hallway as well as re-wrap it, paint 
the green tile upstairs, repaint the 
bathrooms that need it, and add 
other vinyl graphics around the 
building to add school spirit. 

The vinyl wrap on the cafeteria 
windows will add both privacy and 
school spirit to the building. Cur-
rently, the clear cafeteria windows 
allow access to anyone approach-
ing the building from the parking 
lot, which could be potentially 
dangerous. 

Implementing the vinyl wrap 

will reduce visibil-
ity and add school 
spirit by using a de-
sign that showcases 
the panther mascot.

The remaining 
money will be used 
to paint parts of the 
building and add 
more vinyls. 

The green tiles in 
the gym and locker 
room hallway will 
definitely be includ-
ed on the list for an 
update. The tiles 
have been referred 
to as an “eyesore,” 
and painting them 
would make that 
area of the building 
look much nicer. 

This will be cost-
ly because of the 
special paint need-
ed to adhere to the 
tiles, but it will defi-
nitely be worth it, according to Ms. 
Thomas. 

There are also plans to redo 
the vinyl on the panther hallway 
entrance which will be removed 
this summer as part of the ongoing 

GESA project. 
Those wraps were originally 

purchased by the class of 2019, 
and the school has received many 
compliments on this entrance and 
hallway, so replacing them after 
new doors are installed with be a 

priority. 
Any additional money left will 

be used to provide a fresh coat of 
paint for bathrooms that need it. 

This is important to maintain-
ing the building as all parts should 
be upgraded to make for a better 

school environment. 
The current timeline calls for all 

projects to be completed before 
the start of the 2022-23 school 
year, but that depends on the prog-
ress of the GESA updates. 

PENNCREST funds second round of “Pride Projects”

By Josie Deeter
DESIGN EDITOR

On Tuesday, April 26 students 
showcased their artistic and musical 
talents at the annual ‘Arts and Aca-
demics’ night. 

Guests mingled in the Panther 
Hallway taking in the art and proj-
ects before the yearly chorus and 
band concert which kicked off at 7 
p.m.

This year’s RoboBots were also 
on display as well as some wood 
projects from Mr. George Nahay’s 
manufacturing classes. 

In the gym, guests enjoyed the 
Hispanic Fair, which featured booths 
from many Spanish-speaking coun-
tries created by Mrs. Nova Holeva’s 
students.  

A donation box and a scavenger 

hunt were placed outside the gymna-
sium doors for the Spanish fair, and 
each booth included informational 
displays and food from the different 
countries.

The Student Council also held a 
free spaghetti dinner in the cafeteria 
from 5 to 6:30 p.m. 

Student council members and oth-
er students helped by volunteering 
their time to help cook and serve the 
spaghetti. 

Adviser Kathryn Thomas, social 
studies teacher Justin Hayes, and art 
teacher Angela Granat also volun-
teered their time after school to work 
on the spaghetti dinner.

This year’s junior high chorus 
performances were “Heroes and 
Dreamers,” “Mr. Blue Sky,” “Some-
where Over the Rainbow/What a 

Wonderful World Medley,” and 
“The Wellerman,” 

The senior high chorus perfor-
mances included “Flashlight,” “I 
Want It That Way,” “Shenandoah/
He’s Gone Away Medley,” and 
“Fascinating Rhythm.” The com-
bined chorus performed “This Is 
Me” and “Stand Up.”.

The junior and senior high band 
performed “Radioactive” from 
Imagine Dragons and composed by 
Paul Murtha, “Pirates of the Carib-
bean”, from Walt Disney written by 
Jeoff Zanelli and arranged by John-
ny Vinson, and “Dedication March” 
composed by Greg Danner. 

The music programs are under the 
direction of Mr. Patrick Baldwin, 
and the art program’s director is 
Mrs. Angela Granat.

Arts and Academics Night showcases student talents 

Artwork, projects, 
and music filled the 
Panther Hallway 
on April 26 as SHS 
celebrated Arts and 
Academics Night. 
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By Luthea Sweeney
STAFF WRITER

Alexis Clayton won the 2022 
Pennsylvania American Legion es-
say contest. 

For its 87th year, the essay topic 
was “What does the 19th Amend-
ment mean to me?” The annual con-
test created and sponsored by the 
Legion Post 205 in Saegertown pro-
vides the winner with the opportu-
nity to win $200 and the runner-ups 
the opportunity to win $100 along 
with certificates.

The essays were read by a com-
mittee of Saegertown High School 
teachers and judging was finalized 
by the board of the Legion Post 205. 

Sophomores Nola Zook, Alyssa 
Arblaster, Ella Tautin, and Sadie 
Polach were awarded runners-up to 
Clayton out of the thirty tenth-grade 
honors students who entered the 
competition.

Clayton believes the 19th Amend-

ment is an important topic and claims 
her mother inspired her and enabled 
her to be a better fit for the topic. 

“She always raised me and my 
siblings to be independent and fight 
for our rights, and I think that learn-
ing drove a passion to write about 
something as important as the 19th 
Amendment,” Clayton said.  

The contest inspired many others, 
including Zook, who felt the contest 
was very enlightening.

“I researched about activists for 
women’s suffrage, and it inspired 
me to write an interesting and edu-
cated essay,” Zook said. 

Zook wasn’t the only student who 
benefited from the competition.

“I never realized the gravity of 
the suffragettes’ experiences until I 
began to write my essay,” Arblast-
er said. “It opened my eyes to the 
feelings of isolation and anger that 
anyone who fights against discrim-
ination often feels.”

Clayton wins 2022 American Legion Essay Contest

Contributed photo 
Alexis Clayton recently placed first in the American Legion Essay contest sponsored by Post 205 in Saegertown. 
From left: Nola Zook, Sadie Polach, Ella Tautin, Alyssa Arblaster, and Alexis Clayton
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Glasspool
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Q: Regarding disciplinary is-
sues within the district, are there 
any future plans to crack down 
on vaping or smoking within the 
buildings or on school properties?

A: If you look at the statistics, 
discipline has not increased or de-
creased significantly post pandemic. 
With that being said, we know that 
vaping is a problem. We have look-
ied into putting vape detectors in the 
restrooms, and that may be a possi-
bility in the future. 

Q: Do you have any plans for 
making a safer environment for 
LGBTQIA+ students?

A: Who has a large stake in mak-
ing this school safe? Everybody in 
this room and everyone in a build-
ing. The Board passed a statement 

of equity, but those are just words 
on paper. It takes everybody to make 
a safe environment. It does seem 
like we have had an increase in the 
number of individuals who have 
been more intolerant and that is an 
issue that needs to continue being 
addressed. 

Q: Do you think PENNCREST 
will ever hire resource officers?

A: We are having conversations 
with the school board about this, and 
I hope there will be some sort of de-
cision on resource officers by Janu-
ary 2023.

Q: What are some of the chang-
es we will see next year?

A: Every school will have a new 
Mac lab and a new PC lab. The ro-
botics crew will have a new CAD 
lab. There will be a lot more air 
turnover. This building [SHS] will 
be more comfortable because of the 
improvements with the GESA proj-
ect. You will also see more credit 
recovery at the high schools. This is 

part of the learning loss program for 
grades 9-12. 

Quotable Quotes from Dr. 
Glasspool:

“I always win. When you achieve, 
I achieve. I share in your successes, 
and I also share your failures. Your 
thoughts, opinions, and ideas mat-
ter. Share them.” If YOU have any 
questions for Dr. Glasspool, you can 
email him at tglasspool@penncrest.
org. The Panther Press staff would 
like to thank Dr. Glasspool for his 
time. 

Subscribe to the “Secondary” 
podcast on Spotify by scanning the  
QR code on the front page.

News editor Brennen McWright 
created the podcast to have an in-
depth opportunity to hear stories 
from the community. 

“I listen to a lot of podcasts with 
my dad, so I wanted to create my 
own verson,” McWright said. “Plus, 
I love listening to other people’s sto-
ries. Every person has a whole life of 
stories to tell.”

In the first episode, McWright 
talks with senior Royal Miller about 
his thoughts on the current situation 
between Russia and Ukraine. 

Miller immigrated to the United 
States from Russia, and has strong 
feelings about what’s going on over 

seas. 
If you have a story or opinion 

you’d like to share, feel free to e-mail 
us at sedondarypodcast@gmail.com

*DISCLAIMER* The opinions of 
guests on Secondary podcast do not 
reflect the opinions and views of the 
creators and helpers on Secondary 
podcast.

‘SECONDARY’ PODCAST LAUNCHED
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By Sara Slayter and Kaylee 
Reynolds
OPINION EDITOR AND STAFF WRITER

With the return of a classic DC comic 
hero comes chaos and cryptic clues on 
who is committing heinous crimes on Go-
tham’s wealthiest men. 

The viewers will see Batman go on the 
hunt to find The Riddler and put an end to 
the lives lost. 

While the shots and acting was beauti-
fully done, the script and pace could not 
tag along. 

The script seems oddly-paced. For ex-
ample, the plot started off slow and then 
increased in speed in the middle and ended 
slow, making fans not so pleased with the 
loss of action and understanding. 

It was full of surprises only at the very 
end when the viewers find out the Riddler 

misjudged Batman’s intelligence which 
leads to the bridges blowing up and all of 
Gotham flooding during the mayoral elec-
tion. 

Before that, unfortunately, the movie is 
a predictable journey that all leads to Bat-
man cleaning out a flooded Gotham and 
helping citizens, but at least he has more 
self-awareness. 

You should expect for a movie with a 
long run-time (almost three hours), that 
there would  be plenty to keep viewers on 
the edge of their seats, but the most excit-
ing parts come at the end. 

So considering all the hype generated 
by this movie, the reality of it was definite-
ly underwhelming. You see the budding 
relationship between

 Catwoman and Batman, which seems 
promising, just to have her leave Gotham. 

I mean, the heartfelt goodbye is nice, but 
then the movie just goes on. Even with 
these criticisms, both Robert Pattinson and 
Zoë Kravitz gave excellent performances, 
and their chemistry was appealing, even 
though it seems there was little time to ex-
plore it.  

FAST FACTS:
The Batman’s plot is inspired by “The 

Long Halloween,” considered one of the 
best batman stories ever.

For his audition, Robert Pattinson wore 
the Batsuit of actors who had previously 
portrayed the Dark Knight.

The film took inspiration from Kurt Co-
bain, Nirvana’s lead singer. 

It was Zoë Kravitz’s idea for Catwoman 
to have long and scary nails without polish 
so they looked more like claws. 

(imdb.com) 

The Batman: Was it Worth the Hype?

By Camden Gjovik
SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR

Prom is right around the corner. 
Boutonnieres are bought, dresses 
are fitted and tickets are being pur-
chased. 

For Saegertown students, one of 
the many fun aspects of getting a 
date for prom is the fun and cheesy 
“Prom”posals. 

According to an article in the 
Washington Post, the promposal 
phenomenon has been around since 
at least 2001 when an article in the 
Dallas Morning News commented 
on a “charming new phenomenon” 
of students asking each other to prom 
over the loudspeaker at their school 
by rewriting words to Adam San-
dler’s song in “The Wedding Sing-
er.” 

Since then the practice has taken 
off with creative proposals around 
the world, and SHS is no exception. 

Prom this year will be Friday, 

May 20 at The Concourse of Union 
Station in Erie.  The theme is “Drip-
ping in Luxury.”

A few students have already asked 
their dates with fun and exciting 
PROMposals.

One of the many dynamic date 

duos is Evin Barickman and Averie 
Braymer. 

Barickman asked Braymer during 
seventh period with a sign, candy, 
flowers, and one of her favorite can-
dies.

“I used a sign that said ‘I know 

this might be Dumbo but, Prom?’’ 
Barickman said, “With a stuffed el-
ephant, flowers, and circus peanuts, 
one of her favorite candies.” 

Braymer gave him a great big yes, 
and even said she’s really excited.

Another cute prom couple to look 

out for is Josie Deeter and Joey La-
perriere. 

Laperriere asked Deeter on April 
27 during seventh period. Laperriere 
also used a sign, which said, 

“Josie I couldn’t BEAR going 2 
prom without you!” Deeter gave an 
emphatic yes.

“I’m excited, I’ve never been 
asked to prom before!” Deeter said.

Our final couple is Leah Guy and 
Henry Shaffer. 

Shaffer hit it out of the park with 
his baseball themed promposal. Us-
ing inspiration from TikTok, a sign 
and flowers he asked Guy after a 
baseball game.

“I thought I mean I’ve seen tik toks 
of baseball PROMposals and thought 
it would be cute,” Shaffer said. 

Prom tickets are currently on sale. 
Cost is $30 per ticket. You can see 
prom adviser Cassidy Kravec or any 
member of the prom committee for 
details. 

Early “Prom”posals set the stage for May 20 event

Contributed photo
Averie Braymer and 

Evin Barickman

Contributed photo
Joseph Laperriere and 

Josie Deeter

Contributed photo
Leah Guy and 
Henry Shaffer

A&E
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By Evin Barickman
SPORTS EDITOR

Baseball season is in full swing. As of press time, the 
Panthers boast a solid 10-2 record, with wins against 
Maplewood, Cambridge, Cochranton, Eisenhower, 
Youngsville, Iroquois, Conneaut, and Union City.

The Panthers have been very efficient fielding and 
generating runs. 

Junior Henry Shaffer leads the way in hitting with a 
0.541 batting average and a 0.585 on base percentage. 

Saegertown has been averaging (12.4) runs per game. 
Senior Landon Caldwell is also batting 0.375 and boasts 
a 0.476 OBP.

Shaffer has been very solid on the mound as well, with 
a 0.31 earned run average. Seniors Caldwell (0.89) and 
Zach Balog (2.23) are also having good seasons pitching

In terms of fielding, senior Dylan Flinchbaugh leads 
the team with a 0.989 fielding percentage, followed 
closely by Caldwell 0.979 and Anthony Hernandez 
0.969. 

The Panthers are second in Region 3, led only by 
Rocky Grove who bested them 9-5 earlier this season. 

Saegertown will hit the road to play Iroquois on Sat-
urday at 3 p.m., and follow up at Cambridge Springs on 
Monday at 4 p.m. 

*Stats and records according to Maxpreps

Baseball
By Evin Barickman
SPORTS EDITOR

As we approach the end of the 
boys volleyball season, the Pan-
thers are currently fifth in Region 
1 behind Meadville, McDowell, 
Cochranton, and Conneaut. 

 As of press time, the team has 
a 6-3 record. They have already 
played Cochranton twice, los-
ing both times. They have also 
already played the first of two 
games against McDowell, where 
they lost in three close sets.

Aside from those losses, Sae-
gertown has had solid play this 
season, defeating Cambridge 
twice, Cathedral Prep, Fort LeB-
oeuf, Erie First Christian, and 
Rocky Grove. 

Next week will be busy for 
the team. The Panthers are set 
to play Meadville away on 
Tuesday, McDowell at home 
on Wednesday, and Conneaut 
at home on Thursday, a crucial 
stretch late in the season. 

Boys Volleyball

By Mollie Przybrowski
STAFF WRITER

The Saegertown softball team has 
been off to a great start this season 
with 6 wins under their belt already. 

The team took a spring training 
trip down to Florida before their 
regular season began. 

No games were won in Florida, 
but they came back to Saegertown 
ready to play, beating rivals Co-
chranton, Cambridge and Maple-
wood. 

The ladies also won both games 
against Rocky Grove. Their current 
record stands at 6-2 overall and 6-1 
in Region 2.   

Senior Brittany Houck, first base-
man for the Panthers, said, “I think 
we have the capability of perform-
ing well this season.” 

Houck has had an impressive 

season so far along with sophomore 
pitcher Mikaila Obenrader.  

At the April 30 game against 
Eisenhower, Obenrader pitched a 
no-hitter (11-0) and struck out thir-
teen batters in five innings. 

With 8 games remaining, the 

post-season outlook is good. The 
Lady Panthers were scheduled to 
play tomorrow at Youngsville, but 
it has been cancelled due to the 
weather. 

Softball
CAMDEN GJOVIK/SHS

Senior Jaden Wilkins jumps for the ball during Thursday’s sweep of Farrell. 

contributed photo
Lady Panthers prepare to take the field at a recent game. 
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