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During the May 12 school board meet-
ing, it was made clear that people who 
identify as transgender are not respected 
in the PENNCREST school district. 

In reference to Rianna Czech’s “Run 
for Something” presentation, submitted 
to the board to be approved as a resource 
material under policy 109, school board 
member David Valesky referred to her 
as a “transgender man that says he’s a 
woman” and board president Luigi De-
Francesco referred to her as “this guy” 
while discussing the presentation. 

This blatant disrespect and disregard 
for her gender identity reflects the PEN-
NCREST school district’s lack of respect 
for students who identify as transgender. 

With regard to the presentation, mem-
bers of the Saegertown Pride Alliance 
(SPA) at their April 27 meeting voted for 
Czech to present to them at a regular club 
meeting as a guest speaker. 

Whilst politics may have been a 

concern to the board members, these 
concerns were overshadowed by the 
controversy of Czech identifying as a 
transgender woman. 

Personal opinions should not over-
ride the precept of the values held by 
the PENNCREST school district. Board 
members have the power to affect a wide 
variety of people, the trans community 
included. 

The bigoted attitude displayed at the 
meeting towards Czech exemplifies 
to students how they will be treated on 
school grounds. 

Not only were the disrespectful com-
ments and obvious misgendering of 
Czech during the school board meeting 

damaging to the image PENNCREST 
wishes to present to the community and 
disheartening to trans students attending 
the school, but they also go against the 
PENNCREST resolution adopted Feb. 
10, 2022. 

The resolution that was passed by the 
PENNCREST board of directors en-
sures equal access to all, protection of all 
students, and states that PENNCREST 
School District does not discriminate, 
will not tolerate hate, and does not toler-
ate any kind of bigotry. This being said, 
the behavior at the school board meet-
ing should not have been tolerated and 
should not be tolerated moving forward. 

LaWrynn Edwards, a sophomore at 
Saegertown Jr. Sr. High School and 
secretary of SPA (Saegertown Pride Al-
liance), spoke at the meeting after the de-
nial of Czech’s presentation. “… just be-
cause you do not think that transgender 
people exist… does not mean we don’t.”

PENNCREST School Board members 
reveal opinions about the trans community By Nola Zook

STAFF WRITER

After 29 years of 
teaching at Saegertown 
High School, Brad 
Wise, English teacher 
and baseball coach, will 
be relocating to teach 
English at Crawford 
Christian Academy 
(CCA). 

Wise shared that he 
had been feeling called 
to another position for some time when he made 
his decision. When he was told he would have 
to empty his room this year due to renovations 
and heard of CCA’s absolute need for an English 
teacher, he felt that God was making it very clear 
to him that it was time to move to the next stage 
of his career. 

“What He had me pegged or guided to do here 
at Saegertown was through,” Wise said.  “I need-
ed to go on and do something more for Him, and 
that’s my plan.”

Wise is looking forward to the new experience 
of teaching every grade 7-12 and the bonds that 
change will bring. “The other part will be differ-
ent is getting a group of seventh graders that I 
will have every year until they graduate,” Wise 
said. “That’s going to be amazing for building 
relationships with people.”

Although he is excited for this new stage of 
his life, Wise admitted that it will not be easy 
for him to leave Saegertown. “I have teachers 
here in the building that I taught, and just the 
very close community that I have been able to 
observe and be a part of over the years is going to 
be difficult to step away from,” Wise said. “I’ve 
made great relationships, great friends, lifelong 
friends, through students and staff and that will 
never be replaced.”

Wise’s last words of wisdom to the school are: 
“The staff and the students do great things, and in 
a difficult time that we’ve had the last few years, 
you’ve shined through it. Continue to work hard 
and blow people out of the water, whether it’s 
academically or in any kind of extracurriculars. 
Just do what you do and be excellent.”

Assistant principal Phil Young says the impact 
Wise has left on the school is immeasurable, and 
it will be very difficult to fill the shoes he will 
leave. 

“His contributions as a teacher and coach have 
helped mentor and grow thousands of students 
both academically and socially,” Young said. 
“He will be greatly missed.”

Wise

Mr. Wise 
relocating to Crawford 

Christian Academy
By Hazel Peel
STAFF WRITER

Social studies 
teacher Justin Hayes, 
who lives a stone’s 
throw from Cam-
bridge Springs High 
School, will be a Blue 
Devil next year. The 
decision was prompt-
ed by the retirements 
of two Cambridge 
history teachers and the 
opportunity to be closer to home as well as 
closer to his family, specifically his 4-year-
old daughter and his step-son (who currently 
attends CSHS).

Mr. Hayes has been at Saegertown for 
the last four years and has played an active 
role in the PENNCREST School District 
for the past seven years. Hayes has taught 
elementary technology, American Cultures 
ll, psychology, government, and economics. 
He is also the ELL (English language learn-
ers) teacher. This year, Hayes was awarded 
the Golden Apple Award and received many 
commendations from his students. 

“Mr. Hayes is a teacher who truly lis-
tens to us,” junior Ella Worley said. “He 
takes our preferred methods of learning and 
applies them to class in a way that sticks 
with us, and I’m happy to have had him as 
a teacher because he has taught me what a 
good teacher should look like.” 

Hayes shared that he enjoyed taking the 
students to “Be a Senator” for a day with 
Michelle Brooks at Thiel College in 2018.  
The students were separated into different 
committees and voted on different bills and 
laws the committees had. This is one of his 
favorite memories with his students. “It was 
a really cool opportunity for the students,” 
Hayes said. 

Hayes appreciates daily interactions with 
students and wants to watch them learn and 
grow. “I’m glad Mr. Hayes taught me stuff 
about Economics that I’ll need in the future 
and about worldwide events that are import-
ant, and that everyone knows and the impor-
tance of them.” junior Lynna Brenizer said. 

For Hayes, the transition will be bitter-
sweet. ”I will always remember the overall 
feeling of being welcome that came from the 
students in my class each day,” Hayes said. 
“We brought out the best in each other.”

Hayes

Mr. Hayes 
heads to 

cambridge springs
By Cora MacAdam
STAFF WRITER

After 10 years of 
teaching history at 
Saegertown, Mr. 
Brian Lipps will be 
relocating back to 
Maplewood High 
School this coming 
school year where 
he will continue 
teaching social stud-
ies. His teaching career began at MHS, 
where he taught for two years, and now, 
due to his family’s recent move to the 
area, he will be returning there.

 “I’ve enjoyed the last decade working 
with the students at SHS, and the students 
at MHS I look forward to working with as 
well,” Lipps said. “Young people have an 
energy about them that makes them fun to 
be around each school day.”

Along with teaching social studies, 
Lipps is also the coordinator of PBIS 
(Positive Behavior Intervention and Sup-
port). Throughout the past year, he has 
been highly enthusiastic about boosting 
positivity and good behavior in the student 
body. As a part of the Positive Attitudes 
Winning Saegertown (PAWS) team, he 
has helped to provide many exciting op-
portunities for students to win prizes, par-
ticipate in activities, and make the school 
day more enjoyable overall.

According to Assistant Principal Phil 
Young, Lipps will not be easily replaced. 
“Mr. Lipps has been a vital member of 
the faculty at SHS,” Young said. “He has 
taken great pride in his role as a history 
teacher helping students learn historical 
facts and understand the importance of 
learning history to make good decisions 
for the future.”

Lipps shared that he will miss interac-
tions with SHS students the most as he 
moves on. “There are a great group of kids 
here, and I’ve enjoyed working with them 
as their teacher.”

His last piece of advice for Saegertown 
is: “I encourage students to enjoy each day 
(both the positive/fun moments as well 
as the difficult/challenging moments) at 
SHS. Being in high school is a unique ex-
perience you will never have again.”

Lipps

Mr. Lipps 
relocating to 

Maplewood
By Royal Miller
OPINION EDITOR

As we wave goodbye 
to this year’s seniors, we 
are also saying farewell 
to several staff mem-
bers of Saegertown High 
School. One of these 
staff members is Mrs. 
Debbie Chaney. After 28 
years of working for the 
PENNCREST School 
District, Chaney has de-
cided to retire.

While talking with her husband one day about 
a friend who had passed away, Chaney’s husband 
told her, ”Deb, if one of us dies and we don’t get 
to do any of the things we have planned, I’m go-
ing to be really mad at you.”

After pondering those words, she chose to re-
tire so that she and her husband can enjoy life 
together.

Chaney attended Cambridge Springs High 
School. She applied to work in school cafeterias 
around the district and accepted a job at Cam-
bridge Springs Elementary.

“I bid into a first grade reading aide job,” 
Chaney said, “then as a learning support aide po-
sition in Cambridge Springs Elementary and af-
ter that a high school aide position here at SHS.”

In 2005, Chaney applied for and accepted a 
secretary position at Cambridge Springs High 
School, where she stayed for four years. Chaney 
then arrived at SHS, where she worked as an of-
fice secretary from 2009 until this year. She is 
now saying a bittersweet farewell to students and 
staff. 

During her time here at Saegertown High 
School, Chaney has grown as an individual.

“I have learned to be more tolerant of others,“ 
Chaney said, “I don’t understand some of the 
choices that others make, but, the beauty of it is, 
I don’t have to.”

She expresses that everyone is a good person 
inside, but for some people, you just have to look 
a little deeper than others. She has highly enjoyed 
watching people enroll into SHS as “petrified 7th 
graders” and grow into “responsible adults who 
are a benefit to society” when they graduate. 

For the students, Chaney has a message: “Take 
advantage of opportunities that are given to you; 
don’t ever be afraid to try something new be-
cause you might embarrass yourself. So what??? 
No one is perfect right from the beginning. If 
someone laughs at you, they are showing their 
ignorance. Be yourself, be happy, be a leader and 
make the world a better place.”

Chaney

Mrs. Chaney 
says farewell after 28 
years with PENNCREST

Luthea 
Sweeney
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By LaWrynn Edwards and 
Zaine Eback
MANAGING EDITOR AND PANTHER PAW EDI-
TOR

Pride Month is celebrated during 
June to commemorate the 1969 
Stonewall riots, bring awareness to 
the LGBTQIA+ community, and 
to celebrate members of the LGT-
BQIA+ community as well as their 
allies. 

Over the duration of Pride Month, 
events such as parades, assemblies, 
and other social events are held to 

recognize the positive impact of 
the LGBTQIA+ community and 
celebrate acceptance and inclusiv-
ity. These events establish a sense 
of identity and pride in the people 
as a part of the community. “Pride 
means that one is comfortable with 
who they are both in gender and 
sexuality,” senior Royal Miller (he/
him) said. “The present is the time to 
move ahead.”

The Stonewall riots took place in 
New York City in 1969. This event 
aimed to resist police harassment 
and oppression the members of the 

community faced during that time. 
These events sparked the movement 
to outlaw discriminatory laws and 
help make a better environment for 
LGBTQIA+ members and allies 
and later became a reason for Pride 
Month. 

There are many pride events in our 
area, including the Warren Coun-
ty Pride Day event, the Erie Pride 
Parade, and Pridefest in Erie. SPA 
(Saegertown Pride Alliance) held a 
Pride celebration on June 1 during 
lunch plus.

Saegertown observes Pride Month

By Layilah Drakes
STAFF WRITER

Have you ever thought about leaving behind 
something symbolic for the coming up classes? 
Well two graduates from the year 1995-96 did. 

During the renovations this year, a time cap-
sule was found in the ceiling. The time capsule 
included a pencil, a pad of sticky notes, a paper 
clip, a spool of thread, two rubber bands, pictures 
and a letter from Adam Auell and Jennifer Var-
hola. 

Adam Auell, Jennifer Varhola and Antho-
ny Digiacomo were in a couple of the pictures.  
Adam and Jennifer were seniors in 1996, and 
Anthony was a seventh grader. 

Some photos contain items, students, and 
classrooms from this time period filled with old 
computers and desks. One picture shows Mrs. 
Peters’ room and another shows the old gymna-
sium. 

The letter found in the capsule was written by 
Adam and Jennifer. “You have discovered the 
secret time capsule of 1996,” said the letter. “In-
cluded is a number of school items along with 
other relics of this time period.” 

All of the items in this time capsule are import-
ant to these seniors. A time capsule is supposed to 
hold memories and mark a time in history, and it 
did exactly that.

Attempts were made to contact Auell and Var-
hola through Facebook and Linked In, but they 
were unsuccessful. If anyone is interested in 
viewing the contents of the time capsule, they can 
contact Mrs. Hetrick at shetrick@penncrest.org. 

Time capsule discovered in ceiling

By Luthea Sweeney
STAFF WRITER

On May 6, senior Karlie Stewart  
was notified she is one of the two re-
cipients of the PSCA (Pennsylvania 
School Counselor Association) High 
School Scholarship Essay Award. 
Stewart was granted a $1000 schol-
arship for her entry honoring guid-
ance counselor Christy Mogel. The 
essay prompted Stewart to write 
about a school counselor who made 
a difference in her academic, career, 
and/or social-emotional develop-
ment. 

In the letter notifying Stewart of 
her award, Mrs. Nicole Levis, the 
PSCA student scholarship coordi-
nator, stated that Stewart’s essay 

stood out among the 135 entries. 
“The committee was touched by the 
way you described how Mrs. Mogel 
was so impactful to you,” Levis said. 
Stewart admits she was relieved and 
excited upon receiving her letter. She 
is glad Mrs. Mogel is getting credit 
for her hard work and is pleased to 
have more money to put towards her 
education. 

Mogel, who is proud of Stewart, 
explains this is why she chose to be-
come a school counselor. “I want to 
make a difference in students’ lives,” 
Mogel said. “I want to be involved, I 
want to be active, I want to be help-
ful.” 

That resonates with Stewart, who 
wrote in her essay, “She [Mogel] has 

an open 
door pol-
icy and 
has been 
so help-
ful to me 
on many 
l e v e l s . “ 
As Mogel 
has only 
worked in 
this position 
for two years, she’s excited to be 
recognized already and says being 
acknowledged is a rewarding feel-
ing. 

Stewart will attend Kent State 
Ashtabula in the fall to pursue a ca-
reer in nursing.

Karlie Stewart wins the 2022 PSCA High 
School Scholarship Essay Award

Mrs. Mogel
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Contributed photo 
The baseball team became D10 champions on Memorial Day after defeating Kennedy Catholic 11-1.  

Contributed photo 
The softball team became D10 champions on Memorial Day after defeating Cochranton 12-8

Double D-10 Domination: Baseball and Softball teams 
claim the gold on Memorial Day

By Evin Barickman
SPORTS EDITOR

Boys Volleyball: 
The boys have had a very productive year, finishing the 

season fourth in Region 1 with an overall record of 10-5, and 
a divisional record of 7-3. 

In the first round of the playoffs, they defeated Cambridge 
Springs in three sets. Sadly, their season came to an end 
when they fell to Cochranton in three hard-fought sets.

Softball:
The softball team has had a solid year, finishing the season 

second in Region 2 with a 12-4 overall record.
In the playoffs, they defeated Cambridge 2-0 to move on 

to play Cochranton, whom they defeated 12-8 to win D10 
single A. 

They are set to take on the winner of Forest vs. Elk County 
Catholic on Monday.

Baseball: 
The baseball team had a fantastic season, finishing the 

year with a 16-3 overall record and a 15-1 inner conference 
record, losing only to Rocky Grove once. 

In the playoffs they defeated Maplewood 7-0 and Kenne-
dy Catholic 11-1 to win D10 single A.

They play Eden Christian Academy on Monday.

Spring sports 
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