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He served 
in the White 
House for five 
years. He was 
senior adviser 
to the pres-
ident of the 
United States. 
He was a U.N. 
credential poli-
cy adviser.

He participated in Saegertown 
Panthers’ basketball and base-
ball teams. He was an all county 
saxophone player and president 
of Student Council. He was the 
founder of Saegertown Key Club.

He is Doug McKalip.
The blue and gold bedecked 

dining room at The Country 
Club of Meadville erupted into 
applause as Sean Taylor, vice 
president of the Saegertown High 
School Alumni Association, in-
troduced McKalip ‘89 as the 
guest speaker at the 12th annual 

Alumni Banquet on Aug. 6.
McKalip was particularly 

“well qualified” to address those 
gathered, according to Alum-
ni Association President Brian 
Cagle. McKalip is President Joe 
Biden’s nominee for the position 
of chief agricultural negotiator 
in the Office of the U.S. Trade 
Representative (USTR) and has 
30 years of experience in agri-
cultural politics at a federal level. 
McKalip said he has Saegertown 
to thank for his success.

“Everything Sean (Taylor) list-
ed is due to my education at Sae-
gertown High School,” McKalip 
said. “Everything I do is because 
of Saegertown.”

During his keynote address, 
“Panther on the Potomac,” McK-
alip explained he has come back 
to the area to return the favor.

“We need more people com-
ing from small towns like Sae-
gertown in places like [Washing-
ton] D.C.,” McKalip said.

McKalip specifically credited 
his bus driver, Janet, for instilling 
him with school spirit.

“Janet told me that people 

move to this area to learn at Sae-
gertown schools,” McKalip said.

This, in part, inspired McKalip 
to run for Student Council presi-
dent, a position in which he won 
with the promise of shorts being 
allowed in school and smoke de-
tectors added in the bathrooms.

“I ran that campaign because I 
wanted Saegertown to be for ev-
erybody,” McKalip said.

McKalip hopes to help Sae-
gertown students make D.C. for 
everybody as well.

“D.C. is a hard place to get a 
head start,” McKalip said. “Any 
way I can give someone a head 
start is key.”

Through his association with 
the alumni organization, he plans 
to advocate for Saegertown grad-
uates who wish to pursue careers 
in the U.S. Capitol and aid Sae-
gertown students in general.

“Every little thing [the com-
munity] can do to help someone 
get into these key positions is 
essential,” McKalip said, “We 
need nice people who come from 

Ambassador-designate speaks at annual Saegertown Alumni Banquet
‘Panther on the Potomac’

McKalip

LAWRYNN EDWARDS/SHS
Saegertown alum Doug McKalip speaks the 12th annual Saegertown High School 
Alumni Association banquet. See POTOMAC, Page 5
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End the neglect of our music programs
(The following are remarks de-

livered at the Oct. 13 PENNCREST 
School Board meeting.)

Today we want to acknowledge 
the current state of the Saegertown 
Music Department. 

First, we would like to celebrate 
and welcome Mrs. Angela Graham 
to Saegertown as the new music 
teacher, and we look forward to 
working with her. 

The Music Program is some-
thing that is not just important to 
Saegertown, but it is important to 
every school. 

However, the music department 
at Saegertown has been neglected, 
and  the current state of it now is 
why we have chosen to speak to-
day. 

Sadie: I was in the music pro-
gram for two years during chorus, 
and I’ve been in the marching 
band for three years now. Over the 
years, I have witnessed the overall 
neglect that the music program and 
its teachers have endured. 

Each year, the marching band 
works so hard to accomplish ev-
erything that they have done. This 
year has been one of the greatest 
years for our show, but it seems as 
if the school progressively gives 
the band less and less in terms of 
funding, transportation, etc. 

The buses, for example, have 

been late almost 
every time. For 
one competition, 
the bus did not 
show up for over 
an hour. We end-
ed up winning 
that day. A good 
reward would 
have been having 
the bus be there 
on time to begin 
with. 

Our band direc-
tor Jason Papin-
chak has put his 
life and soul into 
teaching every 
one of us and making us enjoy what 
we do, even though he and the band 
receive very little.

Mr. Papinchak makes less than a 
15-year-old working a summer job 
for three weeks, while he is running 
an almost dead music program and 
getting less and less in return. 

We ask that the board gives con-
sideration to their marching band, 
not just their sports teams. We are a 
major part of the spirit of the school, 
and our support is dwindling.

Travis: I’ve been part of Sae-
gertown’s music program for eight 
years now. Over the years, I have 
missed out on countless opportu-
nities with music; either because 

the district keeps 
switching their mu-
sic teachers from 
school to school, or 
because they simply 
don’t think it’s im-
portant. 

This year, Sae-
gertown did not 
have a music teacher 
ready at the begin-
ning of the school 
year. 

During the ab-
sence of a teacher, 
I, along with a few 
other students, had 
the opportunity to 

help make music class actually 
happen, instead of study hall after 
study hall. 

I worked with the concert band 
kids and helped them find their in-
struments, as most of them rely on 
the school for their instruments. 

When we were trying to find in-
struments, however, I realized then 
how neglected the music program 
has been. There were barely any in-
struments for the students to play, 
and the ones that were available 
were either rusty, bent, dirty, or 
broken. 

I question a lot about our 
school’s music program. I ques-
tion how long ago it was when 

instruments were purchased for 
Saegertown’s schools. I question 
why Saegertown only gets one mu-
sic teacher, while both Cambridge 
Springs and Maplewood both have 
two– one for band, one for chorus. 

The list of questions goes on and 
on. 

Travis & Sadie: What we want 
for the school board to acknowl-
edge today is that Saegertown’s 
music department is in desperate 
need of help and repair. 

Many students have actually left 
the music department because of 
the continuous downgrade and ne-
glect. Students have lost interest in 
music entirely.

But with your help and support, 
we can change that. 

We believe, for once, that you 
should not focus on if the books in 
our library are too offensive, or if 
a certain policy you put in stone is 
going to save us money. 

We ask that you focus on some-
thing that is critically important 
and directly affects students within 
your schools: music. 

If we focus on that and strive 
to make it better, we can assure 
you that students will come back. 
Please, support the music programs 
in our schools. 

(Polach and Peters are juniors at 
Saegertown High School.)

Column

Sadie Polach & Travis Peters



By Brennen McWright
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Juniors and seniors were dis-
mayed to find that with the return 
to the seven-period day, junior and 
senior release were no longer a part 
of the program. Principal Tom Baker 
does not see a return of the program 
in the school’s near future.

“Unless the schedule changes, I 
don’t see it back on track,” Mr. Bak-
er said.

In previous years, juniors and 
seniors in good academic stand-
ing could leave school early during 
Thursday’s WINN period. Due to 
this year’s lack of block periods, this 
is no longer the case.

Many are upset about the change, 
including senior Luthea Sweeney, 
who noted that she was “extremely” 
passionate about the issue.

“It motivated me to do my work,” 
Sweeney said. “And it let me know 
my efforts in school were recog-
nized.”

Though junior and senior release 
is gone for now, some students have 
some hypothetical systems that 
could facilitate the return of the pop-
ular program.

“Since WINN period and gaps 
of time we could use for senior re-
lease were removed, we would have 
to work with teachers in our fifth 
through seventh periods,” senior 
Jameson McIntyre said. “A day 

would have to be picked out in or-
der to work around crucial assign-
ments.”

Another possible system could 
be that being used at Cambridge 
Springs High.

“CSHS has a senior release class 
that is built into students’ schedules 
and is only for seniors,” Mr. Baker 
said.

Though it’s a “positive for stu-
dents,” Mr. Baker does not believe 
this schedule will appear at Sae-
gertown anytime soon. McIntyre 
hopes otherwise.

“Junior and senior release is just 
something that should exist in gen-
eral,” McIntyre said. “No matter 
what.”

Junior-Senior Release disappears 
to the dismay of some students

3News !e Panther Press
Monday, October 31, 2022

By Kaitlyn Brookshire
and Sierra McCartney
STAFF WRITERS

When the Saegertown students 
returned to school this year, one of 
the most significant changes was the 
return to a traditional seven-period 
day. 

For the past three years, the high 
school has functioned with a hybrid 
block schedule. 

Going back to a seven-period 
schedule eliminated time for club 
meetings, junior/senior release, and 
WINN period, which was used for 
interventions, PBIS celebrations, 
and other activities.

“I don’t think the new schedule is 
as good for the students as the hy-
brid block schedule,” teacher Tim 
Houck said. “They do not have time 
to make up work, and it takes time 
out of their lunches for meetings.” 

Houck also noted that students and 
staff were used to the block days.

“If a student missed a block day, 
they fell more behind, but having 
it also gave them time to come and 
make it up,” he said. 

Block periods provided 85 min-
utes to get work done, while the new 
class periods are all 52 minutes. The 

loss of that extended learning and 
working time has many students up-
set about the new schedule.  

“I miss WINN and lunch-plus be-
cause they helped me out in the long 
run,” sophomore Alaina Merchant 
said. “I had cheer and work after 
school, so I would use them as study 
halls.”

Along with time to complete 
work, the lack of opportunity for 
clubs and activities is an issue raised 
by many students. 

In order for clubs to meet, they use 
lunch time or must stay after school, 
which is impossible for many stu-
dents. 

“Involvement in the clubs I advise 
has taken a nosedive,” teacher Stac-
ey Hetrick said. “So many students 
can’t stay after school, and what is 
a teacher supposed to do when her 
lunch doesn’t match up with the 
members of the club?”

Another issue has been scheduling 
of activities like Homecoming. 

At first, the Student Council of-
ficers were told that they could not 
have both the formal and pep assem-
blies.

“It made planning the assemblies 
a major burden because we could not 

include all the activities we wanted,” 
Student Council President Brennen 
McWright said. “It seems like things 
like that were so much easier with 
the old schedule.” 

Ultimately, administration al-
lowed both assemblies to proceed, 
but the confusion surrounding the 
scheduling did cause some undue 
stress. 

Despite these issues, some stu-
dents, however, have embraced the 
change.

“I prefer the new schedule,” junior 
Paige Hershelman said. “The boring 
classes go much faster, and I like 
having every class every day.”

Some teachers are also glad that 
the block schedule is gone. 

“An hour and 20 minutes is too 
long for junior high students to sit 
and focus,” teacher Heather Sample 
said. “Also, WINN was not used as 
it was supposed to be, and it shows 
what students are really interested in 
clubs if they are willing to take time 
out of their lunch to attend meetings.”

The traditional seven-period 
schedule is here for at least this year, 
according to Assistant Principal Phil 
Young, but no one can say what next 
year will bring.

Mixed reviews for new schedule

By Jace Digiacomo
WEBSITE EDITOR

By Glenn Sample
STAFF WRITER

Saegertown students may recall 
receiving small slips of paper last 
year after performing good deeds. 
These slips were called PAWS 
tickets, and they were awarded to 
students who exhibited positive 
behaviors. If students received 
enough PAWS tickets, they could 
cash them in for prizes such as a 
shirt or candy. The PAWS tick-
et program is run by Saegertown 
High School’s PBIS team.

There’s just one change this 
year: Along with everything else in 
the modern world, the PAWS tick-
ets have gone digital.

PBIS, or Positive Behavioral 
Interventions and Supports, is a 
three-tier system focused on creat-
ing schools that will teach students 
to succeed.

According to pbis.org, tier one 
establishes a foundation for build-
ing regular support and prevent-
ing unwanted behaviors. Tier two 
focuses on providing support to 
students who risk developing more 
serious behavioral issues, and tier 
three works on helping students 
who have disruptive behavioral is-
sues individually.

The Saegertown PBIS team is 
actively working to build a fun 
and successful program for the stu-
dents, starting with the new online 
PAWS tickets. 

At the start of the year, PAWS 
tickets seemed to have vanished. 
There was no talk of them, and 
teachers were not giving them 
out. Recently, however, the Sae-
gertown PBIS team, under the di-
rection of science teacher Stephen 
Roesch, has been working to take 
the PAWS tickets online.

“The digital PAWS ticket is 
more efficient than the paper tick-
ets students received last year,” 
Mr. Roesch said. “The PBIS team 
wanted to cut down on students 
leaving class early and being late to 
class due to taking paper tickets to 
the office. Also, the digital system 
allows the PBIS team to track how 
many tickets a student has automat-
ically in a spreadsheet.”

The PBIS team is also looking 
to arrange more school events and 
make the program more fun for all.

“The PBIS team here at Sae-
gertown is continuously working to 
make the PBIS program more au-
thentic and enjoyable for students,” 
Mr. Roesch said. “We are current-
ly in the process of gathering new 
prizes for the school year.  Our next 
mission will be to brainstorm ideas 
for monthly celebrations at school.”

Mr. Roesch emphasized the team 
is open to suggestions and that stu-
dents should help make the school 
better for themselves and others.

“The Saegertown PBIS team 
welcomes any suggestions from 
the student body for rewards or cel-
ebration ideas,” Mr. Roesch said. 
“The program is for the students.”

PAWS tickets for good behavior 
coming soon to your inbox
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Brocious Burdick Caldwell Doubet Graham Kelly Tobin Wheeler
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Some started on day one, and some just started last week. 
Regardless of when they marked their first day, all eight new 
teachers are making a difference every day in the school. From 
seasoned veterans to first-year faculty, they bring excitement 
and fresh ideas to the classroom and programs here.

Ms. Rebekah Adams teaches special education. She hopes 
to challenge her students and help them reach their goals. Proud 
to be a Saegertown Panther, Ms. Adams hopes to be the teacher 
that motivates her students to achieve all they wish just as her 
teachers did for her. Ms. Adams has said the student body and 
staff she gets to work with is one of the most exciting oppor-
tunities about working here at SHS. Ms. Adams loves playing 
with her dog, Mozzie, outside in her free time. 

Mr. Ryan Brocious is the new social studies teacher. Mr. 
Brocious looks forward to working with his colleagues and stu-
dents to make SHS an even better school, and working with his 
students to learn and support their endeavors. A fun fact about 
Mr. Brocious is that he is a ”glutton” for dad-jokes.

Mrs. Lisa Burdick is teaching Spanish. She strives to teach 
her students to the best of her ability and advises Saegertown’s 
Spanish Club. Mrs. Burdick enjoys community service and is 

currently reigning military star Mrs. Pennsylvania, a “commu-
nity focused” pageant to help support military programs and 
families. In addition, Mrs. Burdick’s three children Colten, 
Lexie, and Lucas graduated from Saegertown.

Ms. Ericka Caldwell is the junior high emotional support 
specialist. Excited to work in the same school she attended, 
Caldwell aspires to put a smile on all of her students’ faces and 
to grow as a teacher throughout the year. Her sister Brooke in-
spired Caldwell to become a teacher. As this is her first year of 
teaching, Ms. Caldwell’s favorite thing about Saegertown High 
School is meeting all the students. One fun fact about her is that 
she lives on a dairy farm with more than 100 dairy cows.

Mr. Jesse Doubet is the new science teacher. He aims to 
create a safe and enjoyable atmosphere for his students and 
fellow colleagues while hoping he can match his clothes this 
school year. A fun fact about Mr. Doubet is that he is partially 
colorblind. His favorite part of Saegertown is how welcoming 
and helpful the students and staff are. 

Mrs. Angela Graham is the new chorus and band teach-
er. She looks forward to staging some wonderful concerts and 
working with all the students. Mrs. Graham set a goal to con-
stantly push herself to learn alongside her students. She always 
knew she wanted to teach and found her love for music during 
her first semester of college. Mrs. Graham and her husband 
are “park enthusiasts” who’ve ridden about 200 different roller 
coasters in the U.S., Canada, and France.

Mr. Scott Kelly is the new geometry and consumer math 
teacher. He taught 19 years at Maplewood prior to coming to 
Saegertown. Mr. Kelly is excited to work with the staff and 
students and aspires to establish a good foundation with his fel-
low colleagues and students to “progress toward great things in 
the futures of the students here at SHS.” His father, Cliff Kelly, 
taught for 44 years and inspired Mr. Kelly to teach as well. Mr. 
Kelly expresses gratitude for having windows in his classroom 
so he can see the seasons change. 

Mrs. Sadie Tobin is the new Intervention specialist. Tobin 
looks forward to getting to know her students and working 
individually with them. In addition, Tobin aspires to get the 
“Read 180” and “Math 180” programs up and running. Fol-
lowing the footsteps of her mom, SES teacher Debbie Brown, 
led Tobin to teaching. As a second year teacher, she is working 
to become a better teacher every day. A fun fact about Tobin is 
that she is a Cambridge Springs alum.

Mrs. Samantha Wheeler teaches high school learning sup-
port. She is happy to be working at a public school, having pre-
viously worked at a private school. Mrs. Wheeler is working 
hard to familiarize herself with the school environment, poli-
cies, and expectations for both students and teachers. Inspired 
by her grandmother, Wheeler developed a passion for teaching 
and an appreciation for those who take the time to help others.

NINE IS JUST FINE: New teachers welcomed
Adams

By Arion Knott
MANAGING EDITOR

Art club has returned to Sae-
gertown. The last few years have 
been challenging and caused the 
club to dissolve completely this past 
year. 

Now, Mrs.Angela Granat has re-
established the club, and it has a 
bright future ahead of it. 

Mrs. Granat has taught for 16 
years with the majority of it being at 
Corry High School, with the last two 
here at Saegertown. She advised an 
art club at Corry middle school be-
fore the one here. 

This year’s Art Club officers are 
as follows: Hazel Peel as president, 
Adella Peel as vice president, Arion 
Knott as treasurer, Nathan Coon as 
secretary. 

The club meets after school from 
3:05 - 4:15 p.m. every other Tues-
day. 

Members are currently brain-
storming ideas to beautify the 
school, and they have decided to 
start with the cardio room. The white 
walls will be converted to something 
more interesting for those using the 
treadmills. The club is also consider-
ing fundraising options and a poten-

tial field day. 
According to members of the 

club, art is an essential part of our ed-
ucation because it teaches creativity, 
brings people together, and encour-
ages outside the box thinking.

 The Art Club in the past has 
worked towards making the school 
look more like the home of the Pan-
thers. All the art and murals you see 
were done by past Art Club mem-
bers. 

According to Mrs. Granat, the 
club is actively looking for more 
members, and the next meeting is 
Nov. 8.

Cardio room beautification will be first Art Club project

“Thank you for your generous support of our program.”
    
     -Coach Bill Hetrick



a good community.”
The Saegertown High School 

Alumni Association awarded a 
total of $8,000 in scholarships to 
Saegertown Class of 2022. Cagle 
hopes to continue the scholarship 
program for many years. He en-
couraged students and alumni to 
join the association. Current stu-
dents can join for $1.

On Sept. 7, the Senate Finance 
Committee voted 27-0 to advance 

McKalip’s nomination to the full 
Senate for approval. Commit-
tee Chair Ron Wyden, D-Ore. 
said, “Smart trade policy is one 
important solution to hunger in 
the 21st century — a policy that 
promotes affordable, abundant 
food here at home and abroad. 
That policy must lower costs for 
our farmers, bust through trade 
barriers and help distribute more 
American ag exports. Mr. McK-
alip will lead those efforts as our 
top ag negotiator.”
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eHallPass to arrive in November
By Jace Digiacomo
WEBSITE EDITOR

By Glenn Sample
STAFF WRITER

Saegertown students were sur-
prised to find out about the new bath-
room system this school year.

The new hall pass cards are small 
cards that students are required to 
havesigned when they use the re-
stroom. Students have one a.m. pass 
and one p.m. pass for the day, and 
two emergencies per month. Some 
students see no problem with the hall 
pass cards, while others find them 
unfair.

There are mixed feelings about this 
new system, but there is a clear rea-
son why it was implemented. 

“Our school was experiencing a 
high rate of vandalism in the bath-
rooms,” Assistant Principal Phil 
Young said. “I spoke with other ad-
ministrators across the county, and 
they shared the hall pass cards with 
me. They had success with reducing 
vandalism using the cards so I felt 
compelled to try them here.”

According to Young, many items 
were destroyed last year such as pa-
per towel dispensers, soap dispensers, 
toilet paper dispensers, sinks, toilets, 
mirrors, stall doors, lockers, and 
more. The damages cost thousands of 
dollars to repair or replace. 

While some students support the 
new system for this reason, others 
pointed out different reasons for the 
pass. 

“Some people overuse the re-
stroom to get out of class,” seventh 
grader Jack Williams said. 

Junior high social studies teacher 
Kara Bridger agrees: “I think it’s [the 
card] helping cut down on things like 
getting out of class or, you know, just 
kind of leaving Willy Nilly,” Bridger 
said. “From a teacher’s perspective, I 
think it’s great and actually working 
pretty well. I think it’s fair because I 
feel that everyone knows why it was 
put in place and if those who are do-
ing things they shouldn’t have been 
doing don’t recognize why, then they 
definitely need a wake up call.”

Now in its second month, the sys-
tem seems to be working well to re-
duce vandalism and students getting 

out of class. 
“The teachers have given me very 

positive feedback since the imple-
mentation of the hall pass cards,” 
Young said. “I feel there is a lot less 
traffic in the halls and restrooms 
during class.”

While the hall pass may be ef-
fective, some think it’s unfair to the 
students. “It’s not fair to the students 
who don’t misbehave,” senior Ha-
zel Peel said. “Eighteen-year-olds 
shouldn’t need a signed pass to go to 
the bathroom if they need to.”

Even though there are two daily 
passes on the card, students are not 
necessarily restricted to that. 

“If someone needs an extra emer-
gency pass for some reason, and 
they’re never asking, then they would 
definitely be able to go.” Bridger 
said. Young agreed: “Students who 
build relationships with their teachers 
and only use the hall pass as needed 
should never be told they can’t use 
the restroom.” 

Despite the controversy surround-
ing this new system, it seems like it 
won’t be sticking around too long. 

eHallPass is an app through which 
students will request a hall pass 
through their iPad. 

According to an article in Edsurge, 
students who want to use the restroom 
or visit the library or other office will 
pull up an app on their iPad and bring 
it to the teacher, who will enter an ac-
cess code to grant permission. 

A digital timer will begin that 
shows anyone who might see the stu-
dent in the hallway how long they’ve 
been out of class, along with informa-
tion about where they are supposed to 
be going. 

Over 1,000 schools across the 
country are already using eHallPass, 
including Cambridge Springs Jr. Sr. 
High School, and it seems that it isn’t 
all smooth sailing yet. 

“I personally feel the eHallPass is 
hard to use,” said Audrey Bullock, 
member of the CSHS Pitchfork staff. 
“It often glitches, and we can only use 
the browser version for it to work in 
our school. However, it may get easi-
er when we use it more often.” 

Today marks the first day for the 
eHallPass to be live at SHS, so all 
students will be learning the system. 

“Most other schools have switched 
to using eHallPass as a way to track 
student passes even more effectively 
than the hall pass cards,” Mr. Young 
said. “I intend to switch to this app in 
November.”

LUTHEA SWEENEY/SHS
Students will soon be trading their hall pass cards for the digital eHallPass. 

POTOMAC
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By Camden Gjovik
SPORTS EDITOR

Haunted houses are a key as-
pect of fall. People can’t resist 
the urge to feed into the Hal-
loween spirit and get the living 
daylights scared out of them. 

On average, haunted houses 
in the U.S. draw between $300-
$500 million annually. To say 
they’re popular is an under-
statement, but they’re not for 
everyone. 

“I went to this one in Mer-
cer for this birthday thing for 
a friend, and I genuinely hated 
it,” junior Rhiannon Paris said. 

Senior Sara Slayter, who 
visited Mickle’s Haunted Barn 
and Ghost Lake, had a similar 
feeling. 

“They just give me too much 
anxiety,” Slayter said. “I don’t 
know if someone’s going to 
jump out and grab me.”

There are also students who 
enjoy haunted houses but aren’t 
willing to go without friends. 
Some people need others to 
help lighten the mood and help 
make it not only less scary but 
more pleasant.

“It was fun,” sophomore 
Claire Barickman said. “I like 
being scared for fun. I really 
like horror movies for the same 

reason.” 
Senior Marilyn Smith, 

who visited 13 Levels of Fear 
at Conneaut Lake Park and 
planned to return this year, 
said, “It gives me that adrena-
line rush.”

Sophomore Aaron Shartle 
also noted that he would visit 
only with friends, and he ex-
pressed strong feelings about 

being scared by human actors. 
“It made me kind of mad,” 

Shartle said. “But it also was 
kind of funny because there 
were good ones and at the 
same time there were some bad 
ones.”

Haunted houses aren’t for 
the faint of heart. Simply put, 
you either enjoy being scared 
or you don’t. You are either 
willing to pay for a fun expe-
rience or you swear to never go 
back. 

No matter what, haunted 
houses are a key part of fall 
and, at the end of the day, can 
be your favorite part of the sea-
son or the reason you dread it. 

You can go: For local thrills, 
check out the following: Ghost 
Lake Multiverse of Fear, Hell’s 
Hollow Haunt, Eeriebyss Fac-
tor of Terror, Mickle’s Haunted 
Barn, and Fear Forest Haunted 
House.
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Area haunted houses a key part of Fall

By Fayelynn McWright
OPINION EDITOR

During the month of 
October, people dress up, 
go to costume parties, and 
trick or treat, but what 
about our furry friends? 

Many retail stores have 
started selling costumes 
designed for our pets.

“I have a Chihuahua 
named Mia that I dress 
up,” sophomore Kaylee 
Reynolds said.

While some pets can 
tolerate being dressed up, 
others can’t stand it. Mia 
is one of the latter.

“She was very skepti-
cal about being dressed,” 
Reynolds said. 

Reynolds added that 
while trying to dress up 
her chihuahua Mia up as 
a unicorn, it took many 
treats to get the costume 
fitted. 

While Reynolds stated 
that dressing up Mia was a 
one-time thing, it was to-
tally worth it, “I’m going 

to try and get her dressed 
up for this year’s Hallow-
een. Hopefully she will 
cooperate with the spooky 
spirit.”

Senior Kylie Beck 
agreed with Reynolds that 
dressing up our animals 

is something fun that we 
should do. 

“Totally and I recom-
mend doing it because it is 
memories that you make 
with your pets because 
they are not on this earth 
as long as we are,” Beck 

said. 
“So we must allow the 

short time that they have 
to be fun!”. 

Beck dressed up her 
French Bulldog Benson 
as both a ghost and Yoda 
from Star Wars. tume. 

Although Beck was 
successful with the dress-
ing, she wanted to ac-
knowledge that Benson 
ripped the costume right 
off after she got it on him. 

Even though the major-
ity of stores sell extrav-
agant costumes for pets, 
sometimes it’s easier to 
make your own costume 
for your pets. “The ghost 
one was cute and simple,” 
Beck said.

Beck also agreed with 
Reynolds that even though 
their pets looked adorable 
in their costumes, it was 
only going to be a one-
time occurrence. 

Although Beck did say 
she may try again for the 
super cute photos she can 
get of her dog. 

Pets join the Halloween fun

“Pumpkin Spice should not 
be made.” - Levi English (7)

“It’s good because I drink it 
in my coffee.” - Avery Feleppa 

“It’s basic.” - Miley Manning  
“It’s overrated. If you want 

pumpkin spice, just drink chai.” 
- Maggie Braymer 

“I hate it. I find it gross, and 
it is too strong.” - Fayelynn 
McWright

“It makes me sick to my 
stomach because every time I 
taste it, it’s just bad.” - Kacie 
Mook

“I like it, but only Starbucks,” 
- Alyssa Arblaster

“I just love it. It’s so good 
from everywhere. Pumpkin 
spice latte, pumpkin spice cake, 
pumpkin spice donuts. It’s so 
good. “ - Marilyn Smith

“I tend to like pumpkin spice 
baked goods better than drinks. 
The drinks kind of leave a weird 
after taste in your mouth.” - 
Carly Harakal

“If the pumpkin spice is done 
correctly, it’s good. For exam-
ple, a Dunkin pumpkin spice 
latte is a nuisance...like an actu-
al nuisance. That’s disgusting. 
But like pumpkin bread and the 
Little Debbie pumpkin cookies 
are good.” - Kylie Thompson

“I love it, but it’s best en-
joyed during pumpkin season. 
I like an aggressive pumpkin 
spice flavor when I am drinking 
a coffee or cappucino.” - Mr. 
Hetrick

“I don’t like it.” - Luthea 
Sweeney

Sound Off: Pumpkin Spice
LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT?
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Lady Panthers volleyball team clinches Region 3 and heads for the D10 semifinals
By Claire Barickman
SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR
By Camden Gjovik
SPORTS EDITOR

The Saegertown girls volleyball 
team entered their new class with a 
‘kill’er season. 

The Lady Panthers dominated Re-
gion 3 with their 10-0 season. 

With a new coaching staff and 
move from Class A to AA, the girls 
faced adversity this season, but they 
didn’t let that stop them from taking 
the regional title. 

“A lot of people didn’t think we 
could come out number one,” Alyssa 
Arblaster, a junior and outside hit-
ter, said. “I wanted to prove them all 
wrong.”

Before the Sharpsville game on 
Oct. 18, the Lady Panthers were tied 
for first in the Region 3. 

If they won this game, it meant that 
they had a real chance of taking the 
D10 title. 

“I think the thought was always in 
the back of our minds. It really hit me 

at Sharpsville,” Lyndzee Amory, a 
junior and middle hitter, said. “I was 
like ‘Wow we can really do it.’”

With new coaches comes, not only 
a change in style, but also a change in 
attitude. 

“I want to pass on my love of the 
game to my players. I want my play-
ers to get better every time they step 
onto the court. It might not always be 
better for their volleyball skills,” head 
coach Justyn Greco said. 

“It may be becoming a better lead-
er, being a better teammate, having a 
better attitude, or having a better work 
ethic.”

Although the team includes many 
different personalities they have man-
aged to find a wining recipe. 

“We’ve had our moments, as any 
team does, where we just don’t work 
well together,” sophomore Brywn 
McLaughlin said. “But when we put 
aside any differences and play the 
game we love, we are like a family.”

The girls will face Corry in the D10 
semi-finals on Nov. 2 at Hagerty Fam-
ily Event Center in Erie at 7:30 p.m.

CAMDEN GJOVIK/SHS
Team members celebrate after they defeat Harbor Creek on Oct. 26. 

CAMDEN GJOVIK/SHS
Lady Blue Devils soccer senior Kylie Beck passes the ball at the D10 quarterfinal game against Wilmington on Oct. 25. The 
Blue Devils defeated Wilmington 5-0 to advance to the semi-final game against Mercyhurst Prep. on Oct. 29. Results were  
unavailable as of press time.  

By Camden Gjovik 
and Logan Corner
SPORTS EDITORS

As Fall sports come to a close,  
some teams were successful and oth-
ers struggled, but the good outweighs 
the bad.

The football team is 1-8 and has 
only one more game left as of press 
time. The seniors suited up for the fi-
nal time against Iroquois on Oct. 28. 
They currently are 8 in District 10 re-
gion one.

The boys varsity soccer team end-
ed their regular season 2-11-1. Their 
season is over, and they will not be 
going to the playoffs. 

The varsity girls soccer team went 
10-5-1 and had an amazing season. 
They won their first playoff game 5-0 
against Wilmington on Oct. 25, and 
faced Mercyhurst Prep. on Oct 29. 
The girls finished the season third in 
District 10 Region 3. 

The girls varsity volleyball team 
had an undefeated season in regional 

play, ending the regular season 10-0 
and claiming the Region 3 title. Their 
overall regular season record was 12-
2. They defeated Harbor Creek in their 
first playoff game and will face Corry 
in the semifinals on Nov. 2.

The varsity boys cross country 
team is 3-1 and the varsity girls team 
is undefeated at 4-0. Both teams trav-
eled to the D10 champsionship meet 
at Titusville on Oct. 29, looking to 
advance to the state finals in Hershey. 

The golf team sent one member to 
states: senior Joe Grundy, who shot a 
160 over the course of two days. Grun-
dy placed 60th overall. 

On the court, the girls junior high 
basketball team had a great season 
with a record of 7-13. Their season has 
come to an end. 

The boys junior high football 
team’s season is over. They ended 
their with a record of 1-7.

For the latest updates on all Sae-
gertown sports, follow us @Panther-
PressSHS. 

Fall Sports Round-up
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ByLogan Corner
SPORTS EDITOR

The Saegertown girls’ wrestling team 
will be kicking off their season and starting 
practice Nov. 18. 

Their team’s coaching staff includes 
first-year head coach Melissa Bar-
tholomew and her assistant coach and son 
Dawson Bartholomew. 

The team also has some volunteer 
coaches: Sean Spencer and Doug Luikart.

Twenty-six girls have signed up. Head 
Coach Bartholomew says the team may 
co-op with Meadville, CASH, Cambridge 
Springs, and Maplewood.

“I haven’t spoken with the girls from 
Meadville or CASH yet,” Coach Melissa 
said. “I have gone to Saegertown, Cam-
bridge Springs and Maplewood and have 
26 girls interested from grades 7 to 12. I’m 
really excited.”

The girls do not have many dual meets, 
but they will be attending between six and 
eight tournaments. 

Afterwards, they will have the regional 
and (hopefully) statewide competitions. 
Melissa is hoping to schedule scrimmages 
as well.

“I am working with PENNCREST ath-
letic director Dana Mason for a scrimmage 
with the North Allegheny girls team,” 
Coach Melissa said.

She believes the season will be one to 
remember. 

“I’d love to see the girls grow as wres-
tlers and see several girls standing on the 
podium at states.” Coach Melissa said. “I 
want to continue growing the girls pro-
gram.”

Junior Kacie Mook is one of the Sae-
gertown wrestlers and has multiple goals 
for this season, such as getting on the podi-

um at states and hoping to get 100% ready 
for competition.

“One goal for me is getting my flexibil-
ity back in my knee and hopefully getting 
on the podium,” Mook said. 

Mook believes her coaches are very en-
couraging and want to push her to be the 
best she can be.

“My coaches this year are very encour-
aging and want us to push past our limits 
so we can succeed,” Mook said. “Coach 
Melissa, coach Jimmy, and coach Luikart 
are always pushing me past my limits and 
helping me be the best version of myself”.

   

Saegertown girls wrestling team 
ready to roll with new coaching staff By Camden Gjovik

SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR

Seventh grader Mason Gjo-
vik has qualified for the Under 
Armor Kids’ golf tour nation-
als for a second consecutive 
year. Gjovik qualified last year 
in the 12-14 year-old age divi-
sion by placing third. 

For the 2022 fall season, he 
improved to first place overall 
in his age group.

Gjovik will travel to Florida 
in February over Presidents’ Day weekend. He will 
compete on that Saturday and Sunday, playing 18 
holes each day.

Last year, Gjovik came in 54th out of the 159 other 
international competitors in his age division.

This year Gjovik had four consecutive wins on his 
fall tour, taking first overall on Oct. 2 at the Lake 
Shore Country Club. He shot a 42 that day, with his 
worst hole being a triple bogey on hole three, which 
was a par three.

“After the second place finish at the country club, 
I was determined to win as many tournaments as I 
could,” Gjovik said.

Although there were many memorable shots 
throughout Gjovik’s fall season he had one that stood 
out. 

“I chipped in for eagle at Venango Valley on hole 
eight,” Gjovik said “I was two under at the moment 
and that helped me win the tournament with a score 
of 32.”

Overall Gjovik is looking forward to returning 
to Florida and hoping to place even higher than last 
year. 

His inspiration and motivation come from both 
professional and personal sources.

“In the golf world, Tiger Woods has been my idol 
since childhood,” Gjovik said. “But in my personal 
life, my mom and dad because they’re my biggest 
supporters and have always encouraged me to follow 
my dreams.”

Gjovik qualifies 
for Under Armor’s 

national golf tournament 

Up and Coming

Gjovik

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Saegertown is the 54th school in the state to offer a girls wrestling program. 

Homecoming
2022



10 !is-n-!at!e Panther Press
Monday, October 31, 2022

Read the paper. Complete the Puzzle. 

By Alaina Merchant
STAFF WRITER

Pippa Fitz-Amobi, a senior at Fair-
view High School is doing a final 
year capstone project. 5 years ago, 
Andrea Bell (well known as Andie) 
was murdered by her own boyfriend, 
Salil Singh, or so everyone thought. 

Pippa, however, did not believe 
that the sweet loving boy she knew 
would do such a thing.

 Why was there no complete in-
vestigation on why or how Salil 
killed Andie, and how they never 
found Andrea’s body? 

Why would Salil harm himself if 
he was innocent? 

Pippa decided to start asking the 

old friends, teachers, and family of 
the alleged ‘town killer.’

The first person Pippa interviews 
is Ravi Singh, Salil’s older brother. 
When Friday rolls around, she ar-
rives with bribery muffins. 

She then starts a person of interest 
list. At the top? Andie’s own father, 
Jason Bell. The list started to add up 
as she got deeper and deeper into the 
investigation. 

While looking through the phone, 
the only thing she found was an in-
valid license plate number. 

Nothing about what had happened 
the night Andie had disappeared re-
vealed itself.

While interviewing Andie’s clos-
est friends Emma and Chloe, she 
finds out that Andie might’ve had an 
affair with an older man. 

However, Andie loved her secrets 
and never told anyone about him. 

When certain things don’t add up, 
Pippa traces the clues back to where 
she thinks it could’ve gone wrong 
and does something unexpected.

Overall this book kept me on 
the edge of my seat. I definite-
ly recommend ‘A Good Girl’s 
Guide to Murder’ if you like 
thrilling and suspenseful books.                                                                                                                                           
(Please be aware that some readers 
may find content disturbing.)

The Suspenseful Mystery of ‘A Good Girl’s Guide to Murder’
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