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Though Thanksgiving is an 
American holiday, we should be 
thankful for an foreign friend: 16-
year old sophomore Kristella Man-
nik is an exchange student from 
Estonia, a baltic nation on the west 
border of Russia. Mannik is lodg-
ing with the Steudlers for the dura-
tion of her stay.

“We all like Kristella,” Eric 
Steudler said. “We’re happy she’s 
here.”

Mannik regrets that she could not 
share her time in Saegertown with 
her family, but she recognizes that 
this is a significant chapter of her 
life.

“I miss my family, but I know 
this is a once in a lifetime expe-
rience.” Mannik said. “Since my 
dream has always been to travel a 
lot and discover the world, this was 
the best opportunity for me to fulfill 
one of my dreams.”

Kadi and Marek Mannik are 

Kristella’s parents and Melinda 
Mannik is Kristella’s sister. They 
similarly acknowledge the impor-
tance of Kristella’s American ven-
ture. 

“My family is always there for 
me and supports me in everything I 
do,” Kristella said. “They approved 
my decision to come for the ex-
change year because it develops me 
into a better person. My language 
skills and my ability to communi-
cate with strangers are both devel-
oping.”

Though she’s exploring a new 
continent, Mannik was adequate-
ly prepared for American conver-
sations, as she learned English in 
Estonian school. However, this did 

not destroy every language barrier.
 “Once, I was told that 

there was a chipmunk in the build-
ing,” Mannik said, “and I thought 
it was a monkey. I thought ‘why is 
there a monkey in the school?!’”

 Aside from the verbal 
misunderstandings, Mannik did not 
have too much trouble adapting to 
Saegertown’s school system. She 
found it particularly easy to find 
new friends.

 “It takes time, but it 
wasn’t very difficult,” Mannik said. 
“It helps a lot when you are active 
and doing something that you love 
and that is interesting to you.”

 One of these recently dis-
covered passions is cheerleading 
for the basketball team.

“I started cheering because in 
my home country we don’t have 
cheerleading and it is a chance to 
learn something new about Ameri-
can culture,” Mannik said. “My fa-
vorite part of cheer is learning new 
things and meeting new people.”

Along with cheerleading, Kristel-
la  found a love for marching band.

“Marching band was the best 

thing that happened to 
me in the beginning of 
the exchange year!” 
Mannik said, “I don’t 
have enough words to 
describe how thankful I 
am that I had the chance 
to be a part of a band. 
The people there are so 
friendly and sweet.” 

With the new expe-
rience of celebrating 
Thanksgiving holiday,  
Mannik shared some 
of her own Estonian 
holidays. Mardi ja Kar-
di Day is the Estonian 
version of “Day of the 
Dead’’. It’s celebrated 
Nov 10, St. Martins day. 
Jaanipäev is celebrated 
on June 24.  It’s cele-
brated every fourth 
year with a Folk dance 
festival and afterwards 
families gather around 
a bonfire Mannik has even danced 
in the Jaanipäev festival.

Mannik will be with us until the 
end of June of 2023 experienc-

ing American culture and panther 
pride. 

Mannik said, “I will never forget 
the memories I made here!”

Sixteen-year-old Kristella Mannik shares her experience in the U.S. 

Welcome from Estonia, Kristella Mannik

Kristella Mannik

Kristella Mannik with her mother and father, Kadi 
and Marek Mannik, and her sister Melinda Mannik
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 We need a study hall
By Sara Slayter

     OPINION EDITOR
The lack of a study hall or tuto-

rial in the school is concerning. It 
is difficult to handle the workload 
of sports, extracurricular activities, 
college applications, or any free 
time when having to make time to 
do your schoolwork. Removing the 
free period, WINN, has proven this. 

“For my robotics period, I would 
be able to come down to Nahay’s 
and work for our competition,” 
said senior Quincy Zook. “We 
would also have time to take tests if 
we were absent. Now if we miss a 
test, we have to take it during class 
or miss more class by leaving the 
room to take it somewhere else.”

Removing this period has made 
it harder for students to do what 

they enjoy while also balancing 
other classes. 

Other schools have positively 
been influenced by their extra peri-
od and reducing their level of stress 
and being able to use their free time 
accordingly. Saegertown students 
should have this opportunity as 
well.

For example, at Conneaut Area 
Senior High, senior Emily Young,  
makes good use of the tutorial pe-
riod. 

“It’s giving me time in the day 
where I can communicate with 
teachers in subjects I’m struggling 
with.” Young said. 

One option for adding a tutorial 
might include extending the school 
day until 3:25. Although this would 
add more time in the school day, it 

will improve productivity and over-
all understanding of a subject. 

According to Cantwell Sacred 
Heart of Mary High School in 
Montebello, California, adding a 
mandatory study hall period not 
only increased homework being 
turned in by 90%, but it also gave 
students who were struggling a 
boost to their GPA. 

Study halls give students the op-
portunity to excel in their studies 
and not have to worry about miss-
ing work because of a missed day 
or simply because of stress. 

They are an important part of 
giving students a better chance to 
accomplish their work. 

For the 2023-24 school year, ad-
ministration should consider add-
ing a tutorial period. Created  by Rosalynd Phillips

 When can you start listening to Christmas music?
By Camden Gjovik
SPORTS EDITOR

As Christmas grows closer and 
closer, holiday spirit swells, and with 
that comes holiday traditions. One 
thing that varies from household to 
household is the appropriate time to 
start playing Christmas music. Bois-
terous arguments at lunch tell us that 
opinions on when you can put on 
christmas music, put up your tree, and 
hang your stockings vary greatly from 

family to family.
According to Radio Fidelity, 

“Throughout the US, UK, Canada, 
and other regions of the world, it’s 
common to start playing Christmas 
songs around the 1st of December. In 
the USA, it’s usually alright for radio 
stations to start pulling out the Christ-
mas tunes straight after Thanksgiv-
ing.” 

The majority of Saegertown stu-
dents and teachers said that you can 

start playing Christmas music any-
time between Thanksgiving and De-
cember. 

Sophomore Colby Smith said that 
Christmas music should be played, at 
the earliest, “the week before” Christ-
mas. Seventh grader Tyler Smith took 
a more liberal approach to the begin-
ning of holiday tunes, claiming that 
snowy music can be played “anytime 
past Halloween.”

Senior Quincy Zook agreed with 

Smith, adding a few conditions.
“I think November is fine. You 

only need the day off and the day after 
for Thanksgiving,” said senior Quin-
cy Zook. “Any other day is Christmas 
time.”

Granted, students and teachers did 
have self-contradictory opinions on 
whether listening to the Christmas 
music anytime before December was 
okay or not. Most respondents said 
that any month before December was 

too early to play Christmas music, 
yet thought that the correct time to 
start listening to holiday classics was 
around Thanksgiving (which is obvi-
ously before December).

Regardless of differing opinions 
and inconsistencies within them, the 
appropriate time to start listening to 
Christmas music is whenever you 
want, because if it’s something that 
makes you happy, who’s to say you 
can’t begin Christmas in July!



By Luthea Sweeney
DESIGN AND PHOTO EDITOR

In light of the Thanksgiving hol-
iday, we’re highlighting some staff 
members who may not receive as 
much appreciation as they should.

Nurse Shannon Brancato has 
worked at Saegertown for 11 years. 
With the inspiration from her sister, 
Mrs. Brancato decided to pursue her 
nursing career. 

She enjoys getting to know stu-
dents and families of SHS. Many 
students have taken notice of Mrs. 
Bracato’s efforts and are willing to 
share their thoughts.

“She was always very helpful and 
caring when I had to go down for 
about two weeks straight for low 

blood sugar,” said senior Joseph 
Slye.

“The nurse is always very under-
standing and helpful, regardless of 
the weight of the task,” said fresh-
man Donovan Mascitti.

“I think she is amazing and she 
does so much for us!” said junior 
Layilah Drakes.

“She is always willing to help 
anyone in need and is super nice,” 
said freshman Aurora Petrie.

“She’s very helpful, and lets me 
use her front room desk to complete 
my fourth period work,” said soph-
omore Elliot McWright.

“She has always been very nice 
and understanding, always trying to 
help,” said senior Lynna Brenizer.

When she’s not caring for her stu-

dents, Mrs. 
Brancato teaches ballet, tap, and 
jazz at her studio Thomas School of 
Dance in the evenings. The school 
was founded by her mother.

Brancato also enjoys playing 
with her five month old puppy, Riv-
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By Zorian Edwards
MULTIMEDIA AND FEATURES EDITOR

I was a social media intern for the 
Czech for Change campaign from 
August 22 to November 8. Fellow 
junior Arion Knott and I managed 
the Facebook and Instagram ac-
counts for Rianna Czech, the dem-
ocratic candidate who opposed Mi-
chele Brooks in the election for PA 
state senate in the 50th district. 

On Election Day, Czech and I 
traveled to eight different voting 
zones where we passed out cards, 
conversed with voters, and observed 
other campaigns doing the same. 

While some voters wanted to 
express their opinions, others sim-
ply wanted information about the 
candidates. I heard comments like, 
“I don’t think she’ll win,” and “I 
thought I was the only one a part of 
the Democratic Party in this area.” 

We visited the Democratic head-
quarters in Crawford, Lawrence, and 
Mercer counties. I also spoke with 
volunteers representing candidates 
Marla Brown, Doug Mastriano, and 
Rianna’s opponent Michele Brooks.

My journey with Czech started 
during a controversy with the PEN-
NCREST school board last school 
year. She was invited by the mem-
bers of SPA (Saegertown Pride Al-
liance) to speak to the group about 
civic engagement and was denied on 
a 6-3 vote.

As the secretary of SPA at that 
time, I was upset that she was de-
nied the opportunity to speak, so I 
reached out to her, expressing that 
the club had not intended for this 
to be the response from our school 
board.

As a result, Czech notified me 
when she was holding a presenta-
tion on political media relations at 
Crawford County Democratic Head-
quarters in Meadville on August 14, 
which Arion and I attended. 

At the conclusion of the event, 
Czech asked if we would be inter-
ested in applying the skills she cov-
ered by running her social media 

accounts. 
Managing the two social media 

platforms, we created six posts per 
day: three each for Instagram and 
Facebook, using Buffer, an app that 
allowed us to schedule posts auto-
matically throughout the day. For 
Facebook, we posted at 9:30 a.m., 
1:30 p.m., and 6 p.m., while Insta-
gram was at 8 a.m., 12 p.m., and 5 
p.m. 

Arion Knott typically created the 
graphics, leaving me to add captions 
and post them through Buffer. 

When he withdrew from the cam-
paign, I created all six posts every 
day, generally on the bus ride to 
school each morning. 

Posts included topics such as Na-
tional days, important information 
on the election, and upcoming events 
to support the campaign.

My Election Day journey with 
Czech lasted 16 hours. Although the 
incumbent Brooks defeated Czech, 
when all the votes were counted, we 
were proud that 28,820 people cast 
votes for her, representing 27.86% 
of the voters in the district. 

This hands-on educational experi-
ence taught me so much about how 
the electoral process works, how to 
manage media for an active cam-
paign, and how to talk with people 
I never thought I’d be able to meet. 

I chose to do this in order to broad-
en my knowledge of these subjects, 
to gain experience using social me-
dia for a political candidate, and to 
make a difference.

Thank you, Mrs. Shannon Brancato Election 2022: 
I was a social media intern

Brancato

Czech

Sign up for the Lip Sync in the Office. 
Let’s kick off the Holidays with some fun!
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 Greco wins CLASS award and nomi-
nated for Heisman scholarship 

By Arion Knott
MANAGING EDITOR

The Karl Gerdon Park in Venango 
has been long overdue for an upgrade. 
The majority of its features haven’t 
been updated since the 1970s. Thanks 
to the community of Venango and 
Jessica Graff, who spearheaded the 
project, the park will undergo reno-
vation.

Graff moved to Venango in 2017, 
and she and her family have enjoyed 
the park since then. However as they 
began to talk to residents more, many 
agreed that the park could use a new 
look. It’s been approximately 50 years 
since the park was given a makeover. 

 “It wasn’t only my idea,” Graff 
said. “After talking to people, [the 
park] seemed like something people 
were interested in improving because 
they saw it as such an important part 
of the community.”

     They have received over $700,000 
in grants and donations to make these 
changes happen. A few major chang-
es that are going to be happening at 

the park will 
be adding 
public re-
strooms and 
becoming 
ADA-com-
p l i a n t . 
There will 
also be a 
connection 
to French 
Creek for 
a launch or 
simply for 
sightseeing. 
The park-
ing, pavilion, and basketball court will 
get major upgrades as well. 

Graff also stated that they are 
“making sure our efforts are green 
and sustainable.” Currently, the park 
is surrounded by old trees with huge 
branches falling off, creating safety 
hazards. 

While they will be taking these 
trees down, they plan to replant all of 
the decaying plant life. More native 

growth will be seen as well as they 
move forward with the project. 

 The Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources (DCNR) grant 
doesn’t officially take effect until Jan-
uary of 2023, but efforts are already 
underway to ensure the park renova-
tions go smoothly. 

The upgrades are scheduled to 
be completed next year. Graff said,  
“Hopefully sometime between 2023 
and 2024 we will have a new park.”     

By Brennen McWright
EDITOR IN CHIEF

The GESA (Guaranteed Energy Savings) project, which 
is wrapping up Phase II of construction, was the cause of 
the significant changes to both Saegertown secondary and 
elementary school buildings 
over the summer. Now, Mc-
Clure Company will soon begin 
Phase III of the project, which 
was approved at the Nov. 10 
PENNCREST school board 
meeting.

“[The third phase] will fo-
cus on upgrading a significant 
amount of the remaining doors 
and windows at MHS, MES, 
SES & SHS,” Eric Petrazio, ac-
count executive for McClure Company, said.

Though the second phase’s construction is coming to 
close, McClure Company will still be onsite for up to a 
year commissioning equipment.

“This allows us to test and run equipment and sync up 
with building controls for optimum operation,” Petrazio 
said, “which helps to save the District energy and opera-

tional costs as well as prolongs equipment life.”
The GESA project would not be possible without the 

work of McClure Company’s employees. These include 
laborers, tradespeople, engineers, project managers and 
construction managers. 

“These teams are pressed 
to do a significant amount of 
work in a very short time to 
ensure that school operations 
are not impacted,” Petrazio 
said. “Typically, there is a 
significant amount of work to 
get done prior to the last few 
weeks before the first day of 
school.”

In addition to the “proj-
ect-related stress” that Petrazio 

says can appear in employees that struggle with the com-
pressed construction schedule, supply chain issues have 
been a thorn in the side of the McClure Company team. 
However, the company has been able to overcome these 
challenges without ever falling behind schedule.

“Our company is proud of the fact that we have a proven 
process which we implement to ensure project continuity.”

McClure Company to begin Phase III of GESA project

Graff’s efforts repaid by Gerdon Park rennovation
By Porter Brooks
NEWS EDITOR

Saegertown’s Brady Greco was 
nominated for the Heisman schol-
arship on Nov. 2. The Heisman 
scholarship is an award for student 
athletes that demonstrate both excel-
lence in their respective sport and in 
their community. 

The scholarship awards $10,000 
to one male and one female high 
school student. 

Unfortunately, Greco did not win 
the state-level scholarship, but he 
maintains that it was an honor to win 
the school-level award.

“I’m definitely excited and thank-
ful to the amazing teachers I’ve 
had,” Greco said.

Brady’s father, science teacher 
Chris Greco, expressed his pride in 
his son.

“I think he’s a very good student 
athlete who exudes leadership both 
inside and outside the classroom,” 
Chris said. “It was an honor and I’m 

very proud.”
Brady was also recognized at 

the Dec. 8 PENNCREST School 
Board meeting as the Northwest PA 
C.L.A.S.S. Act Emerging Leader for 
November. 

This award is given to seniors 
who are nominated by their schools 
for displaying character, leadership, 
attitude, service, and selflessness.

Read about interim principal 
Dr. Erica Howick at thepantherpress.com!

contributed photo
Jessica Graff, left, was intrumental in securing funds for the 
update of Gerdon Park. 
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By Jace Digiacomo 
WEBSITE EDITOR
Luthea Sweeney
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This year, PAWS tickets are sent 
to students via email. How does 
this work? While it is still a work in 
progress, here is what we know: The 
PAWS tickets are sent through email 
and compiled into a spreadsheet 
to help teachers keep track of how 
many each student earns. There’s five 
tickets per tier, and instead of prizes 
awarded through the Plinko Board, 
the prizes will be set-up in a store-
like display with bigger prizes costing 
more tickets. 

You can “save” your tickets for 
those larger items. The prizes are 
funded by students’ parking passes 
and a donation from guidance. 

Why the change? As a committee, 
the teachers voted to make PAWS 
tickets digital. Students don’t have to 
go to the office at the end of the peri-
od to turn in their tickets, and students 
can’t lose their ticket if it’s online. 
The plinko game itself made some 
students reluctant to turn in their tick-
ets, as they’d have to stand in front of 
all their peers to play the game during 
lunch, so this change should be effec-
tive. 

As students earn PAWS tickets, 
the PBIS (Positive Behavioral Inter-
ventions and Supports) team is brain-
storming ways to reward positive 
behavior in school. They are working 
hard to create an environment where 
students are recognized for meeting 
school expectations. 

 The PBIS team already purchased 
new prizes with the money fromwww 
student parking passes. These prizes 
will be obtainable by students through 
receiving PAWS tickets. 

“I have ordered some pencils that 
Mr. Nahay and his students are work-
ing to personalize,” PBIS team leader 
Mr. Stephen Roesch said, “along with 
candy, which seems pretty popular.” 

The PBIS team plans to go a step 
further with raffles throughout the 
year and a “major award” at the end. 

“We are thinking of having some 
drawings for gift cards to restaurants 
as the year progresses,” Mr. Roesch 
said. “Also, we are looking for a ‘ma-
jor award’ for the end of the year. 
Right now, we are thinking of a nice 
set of earbuds, but if students have 
ideas we are all ears.”

 Not only is the PBIS team award-
ing prizes, but also working with the 
Student Council to organize fun cel-
ebrations. 

“Along with the Student Council 
we are planning a lip sync battle the 
day before we leave for the holiday 
break.” Mr. Roesch said. “This is 
where we will be giving out gift cer-
tificates to local restaurants.”

As the PBIS team prepares new 
rewards, some students have sug-
gestions for them. Freshman Brady 
Williams recommended an activi-
ty period every one to two months, 
board games, or outdoor activities, 
and eighth grader Zachary Slee pro-
poses homework/membean passes. 
Students seem to like big assemblies 
as well, 

“I enjoyed pep assemblies, every-
one was hyped up,” freshman Gavin 
Scott said. “I also like dodgeball tour-
naments, sports-related assemblies, 
or funny assemblies like the home-
coming court.”   

  Students have ideas for prizes too, 
“I think the tee shirts were good last 
year,” Scott said. “I liked the home-
work passes, too.”

   The purpose of the PBIS team is 
to create an environment in which stu-
dents are excited to come to school.

“The goal of PBIS is to improve 
school climate by teaching expecta-
tions and getting students to exhibit 
the school expectations.” Mr. Roesch 
said. “By doing so, the hope is that 
coming to school every day is more 
enjoyable and fun.”

Further explanation will be provid-
ed soon. Digital PAWS tickets are 
still a work in progress, but the tick-
ets students receive now are currently 
being counted. If you have questions, 
reach out to Mr. Roesch or any PBIS 
team member. 

   PBIS team prepares new 
rewards and celebrations By Luthea Sweeney

DESIGN AND PHOTO ED-
ITOR

On Oct 6, senior 
Brennen McWright 
was offered a job 
opportunity as a staff 
writer for The Titus-
ville Herald. 

McWright’s job 
was to research the 
history of Titusville 
and its surrounding 
areas using the news-
paper archive kept by The Herald to retell 
stories from 25, 50, 75, and 100 years ago 
which were posted to the “Yesteryear” fea-
ture. 

According to McWright, the job required 
effort; but after practice, he could write 
these stories in about 45 minutes.

“The job taught me to be more orga-
nized,” McWright said. “And the staff at 
the Herald were incredibly helpful, under-
standing, and kind.” 

Rebecca Hazen, the Managing Editor for 
the paper, said the staff enjoyed working 
with McWright. The Yesteryear was re-
portedly one of the most popular sections 
in the Herold. 

“A task such as this has given him re-
al-world experience with daily deadlines, 
which will help him going forward as he 
starts a journalism career,“ Hazen said. 

As a writer for Panther Press, McWright 
experienced the difference between work-
ing in a town newspaper versus a high 
school newspaper. 

”Like everything else in life, balance is 
key,” McWright said. “I have to be aware 
of my work for the Panther Press so that I 
don’t take up too much at the Herald.”

Unfortunately, on Nov. 5, the Titusville 
Herald ceased print and McWright lost his 
job. 

The newspaper ran from 1865 to 2022, 
and published a front-page “The Titusville 
Herald says thank you, and goodbye.” 

McWright wishes all of the staff his best 
and deepest condolences.

“There is an incredible amount of time 
and effort that goes into publishing a daily 
newspaper,” McWright said, “I got a be-
hind-the-scenes view that allowed me to 
appreciate the hard work that the staff put 
into the Herald.”

Student journalist 
reaches new heights 

McWright
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 Winter Sports Preview
By Camden Gjovik 
SPORTS EDITOR

As winter sports are ramping up, 
coaches, players and spectators grow 
more excited for the first game of the 
season everyday.

The first official day of sports prac-
tices was Nov. 18, and games and 
matches started this week. Coaches and 
players have many ideas for improve-
ment this season and are ready to crush 
in on and off the court and mats.

Boys Varsity Basketball:
The boys varsity basketball team was 

first in Region 2 in the 2021-2022 sea-
son and are looking to come back and 
reclaim their title again this year.

 Coach Chris Greco is ready to face 
challenges and conquer the court this 
season using some tactics from last 
year.

“I think the confidence in just having 
a buy-in attitude helped to build on that 
success.” said Greco

 “I think creating a culture of success 
can many times lead to more success so 
just building that from the ground up.” 

They aren’t just looking forward to 
the idea of winning again though. Ju-
nior and captain Collin Jones is ready to 
get back on the court for many reasons.

 “The biggest thing I’m looking for-
ward to is playing with the guys that 
I’ve been playing with for so long.” 
said Jones, “And the seniors since it’s 
their last season.”

Girls Varsity Basketball:
The girls varsity basketball team had 

an overall good 2021-2022 season.
They went 5-4 in the region and 7-13 
overall. The girls faced lots of adversi-
ty last season with small numbers and 
new coaches. However with the new 
coaching staff this year, they are hoping 
to come out at shock everyone.

“I am most excited for the opportu-
nity to learn new things and compete 
with the team we have this year,” junior 
Lyndzee Amory said. “I am glad we 
have lots of new players and coaches 
that are prepared to better the team.”

In previous seasons, the girls have 
had significantly smaller numbers than 
most. This leads to obvious adversi-
ties on and off the court. With stronger 
numbers and a ready coaching staff 

consisting of head coach Cassidy Kra-
vec and assistant coach Justyn Greco 
they’re ready to come and prove to peo-
ple what the Saegertown Lady Panthers 
can really do.

Boys Junior High Basketball:
The junior high boys basketball 

team is back and better than ever, out 
to claim another undefeated season and 
ready to blow everyone away in the 
process. The boys eighth grade team 
had an undefeated 2021- 2022 season 
and are looking to bring some of that 
fire back this season.

Assistant coach Dave Gjovik was 
new to coaching at Saegertown last year 
and is looking forward to continuing to 
coach with head coach Ted Little. Both 
coach Little and coach Gjovik bring a 
lot of knowledge and experience to the 
table.

“Grit, the ability to continue doing 
their best in the face of adversity,”  
Gjovik said, “While supporting those 
around them.” These are are just some 
of the key values of the team.

Boys Varsity Wrestling:
The boys wrestling season has start-

ed and Coach Jim Mulligan is excited 
for the season this year. The captains 
are sophomore Carter Beck and senior 
Garrick Jordan. 

The first dual meet was Saturday 
Dec. 3 at Greenville High School. Mul-
ligan’s goal this year is to win the re-
gion. Senior Garrick Jordan thinks all 
the coaching staff is great, and he be-
lieves they push all of the wrestlers to 
be the best they can be.

Girls Varsity Wrestling:
The Saegertown girls wrestling team 

started the official season on Friday 
November 18.

Last year the team was a club called 
the Crawford County Girls Wrestling 
Team, and many Saegertown girls 
placed high at tournaments and even 
at states. Coach Melissa Bartholomew 
hopes this year she can get some girls 
on the podium for states.

“I think it’s going to be a great sea-
son,” junior Kylie Stafford said. 

The girls team is not sanctioned by 
the PIAA, but they are considered an 
emerging sport.They do however still 
follow all PIAA rules.

 Hetrick picks up third state medal at Hershey
By Camden Gjovik and Jace Digiacomo
SPORTS EDITOR AND WEBSITE EDITOR

After winning the District 10 cross-country cham-
pionship, Senior Sam Hetrick advanced to run in the 
PIAA cross-country finals for the fourth time in his 
high school career. 

On November 5, Hetrick ran at state level in Her-
shey and placed 19th. This earned him his third state 
medal after placing 25th in 2019, 22nd in 2020, and 
19th in 2022.

“The big thing is that I’m a senior this year, so 
coming back this time was different.” Hetrick said, 
“I have to realize it is the last year I’ll ever be run-
ning cross country in high school.”

Hetrick aspires to continue his running career af-
ter high school to stay in shape and possibly run in 
college as he believes being on a team would help 
him find new friends.

With the end of the season, Hetrick says he’ll 
miss his teammates. After crossing the finish line 
and settling himself back into normal breathing pat-
terns at states for the last time, Hetrick admitted his 
first thoughts were of his fellow runners. 

“…all the emotions came back and all the memo-
ries throughout the four years,” Hetrick said.”It was 
like a wave of emotions that hit me, all the sad and 
positive emotions all came back at once.”

Hetrick says running is “kind of like therapy” to 

him. 
Hetrick was coached by his dad for the six years 

he ran cross country at the highschool, and says it 
was nice to have his dad celebrate all his success-
es with him. For Coach Hetrick, the experience has 
been memorable.  

“It was never hard to coach him the same as the 
rest of the team.” Hetrick said, “He was a natural 
member and team leader, it was just like coaching 
everyone else.” 

By Luthea Sweeney and Brennen McWright 
DESIGN AND PHOTO EDITOR
EDITOR IN CHIEF

With the basketball and wrestling seasons un-
deray, the cheerleaders are working hard to support 
the school’s sports. Both sets of cheerleaders are 
looking to put some smiles on Saegertown fans’ 
faces during the winter season.

“I love seeing people happy and showing school 
spirit,” Isabella Walters, senior and wrestling 
cheerleader captain, said. “That’s what cheering is 
about.”

Though they share a common goal, the individu-
al cheerleaders each have their own reason for try-
ing out in the first place. Some began cheer for the 
thrill of a new experience.

“I started cheering because in my home coun-
try we don’t have cheering,” Kristella Mannik, a 
sophomore basketball cheerleader and Estonian 
exchange student (see front page), said. “It is a 
chance to learn something new about American 

culture .
Many others joined the squad because of famil-

ial ties.
“My family has always been a ‘wrestling’ fami-

ly,” Kylie Beck, senior and wrestling cheerleading 
captain, said. “I wanted to be a part of the Sae-
gertown Wrestling community as well, so I joined 
the cheerleading squad.”

Regardless of the reason for participating, many 
of the cheerleaders possess a familial bond. Senior 
basketball cheer captain Marilyn Smith says that 
“watching the game with the girls” is her favor-
ite part of the sport. Sophomore basketball cheer-
leader Lillian Oakes expressed a similar sentiment, 
saying that “getting closer with her girls” is a high-
light of the sport.

This season, the cheerleaders are looking to get 
fans excited about the game, according to sopho-
more basketball cheerleader Claire Barickman.

“My favorite part about cheer is being able to 
go and support the boys,” Barickman said. “I love 
being able to cheer and yell and root them on.”

Winter cheerleading squads 
support Saegertown sports

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Prior to his fourth trip to PIAA Cross Country state 
finals, senior Sam Hetrick was cheered on by fans at 
a send-off. Hetrick finished 19th at states, earning his 
third and final state medal. 
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By Claire Barickman
SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR

In the middle of the night, we are 
all haunted by our hopes and fears. 
In Taylor Swift’s tenth studio album 
“Midnights” she recounts the stories 
of 13 sleepless nights throughout 
her life. In these new songs, Swift 
confesses some of her deepest fears 
while also writing about the peace 
she has found in her life. “Mid-
nights” has broken many records 
since its release, including being the 
most streamed album in a single day 
on Spotify and having all ten of the 
top songs on the Billboard Hot 100.

This is the first album Swift has 
recorded fully with Jack Antonoff 
whom she worked with previously 
on multiple other albums, including 
her most recent Album of the Year 
winner “folklore.”

Unlike “folklore”, however, 
“Midnights” is a pop-focused album 
that tells real stories about her life.  

“Midnights’’ has five themes 
throughout the album. All of the 
songs fall into either self-loathing, 
fantasizing about revenge, wonder-
ing what might have been, falling 
in love, and falling apart. With these 
themes, Swift can tell the stories of 
all of these midnights that kept her 
up. 

The first of these themes that 
Swift sings about is falling in love, 
with her opening song “Lavender 
Haze”. This song gives the listeners 
insight into what the public’s input 
has done to affect her relationship 
with Joe Alwyn, her boyfriend of 
six years. Songs like “Snow on the 
Beach” (featuring Lana Del Ray), 
“Mastermind”, “Labyrinth” and 
“Sweet Nothing” also fall into this 
category. “Sweet Nothing” was writ-
ten with Alwyn to give the listeners 
a sneak peek into their very private 
relationship. 

Throughout Swift’s career, she 
has faced many hits to her reputation 
and on some of her sleepless nights, 
she dreams about getting revenge on 
those who wronged her. In the songs 

“Vigilante Sh*t” and ‘’Karma” 
Swift fantasizes about getting back 
at the people of her past who have 
damaged her career like Kanye West 
and Scooter Braun, and in her song 
“Bejeweled” Swift talks about what 
it is like to be in an industry that con-
stantly tries to push her out despite 
her talents.

A theme that is very common 
in “Midnights” is wondering what 
might have been. In the songs “Ma-
roon”, “Midnight Rain” and “Ques-
tion…?” Swift reminiscences about 
past relationships and what could 
have possibly happened if things 
were different. “Maroon” for exam-
ple could be a call back to her song 
or album “Red” as she is older and 
could be reflecting on that relation-
ship and admitting it was a lot deeper 
than they realized.

The last two themes only have one 
song each, the theme falling apart 
is featured in, “You’re On Your 
Own, Kid” and self-loathing in “An-
ti-Hero”.“You’re On Your Own, 
Kid” seems to be Swift talking to her 
younger self and remembering all 
the things she’s been through and re-
alizing that she did it all herself and 
that she has always been on her own. 
“Anti-Hero” is one of Swift’s most 
personal songs giving insight into all 
that she has been through because of 
her fame.

Overall, Midnights is one of 
Swift’s most successful albums and 
it is clear why, with the pop feel of 
“1989” and the storytelling of “Rep-
utation” and “Lover” this album is 
an amazing combination of all of 
Swift’s strengths. I loved all of the 
songs on “Midnights”; however, 
there is one that I personally didn’t 
like as much as the others, that song 
being “Anti-Hero” which is the most 
popular of the songs on the album. 
Compared to the other songs this one 
just seems weaker, the main reason 
being some of the lyrics. Despite my 
disappointment in this song I still 
overall am a big fan of “Midnights” 
and recommend it. 

Taylor Swift’s “Midnights” 
kept us up all night listening

By Luthea Sweeney
DESIGN AND PHOTO EDITOR

Lionel Bart’s “Oliver!” is running at the Academy 
Theatre Dec 2 through Dec 18. Oliver is based on a 
Charles Dickens, Oliver Twist, a novel about an im-
poverished boy who’s good heart and healthy appetite 
helped him escape his hardships in 19th century London. 
The play uses satire to bring to light domestice violence, 
child labor, and the life of “street children” recruited to 
be criminals. The play is directed by Ted Watts Jr. and 
Anne Conti. The Academy Theatre is located at 275 

Chestnut St, Meadville, PA 16335. You can purchase 
tickets at the box office or online at www.theacademy-
theatre.org 

Check out ‘Oliver’ at the Academy
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