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By Brennen McWright
EDITOR IN CHIEF

On Monday night, a majority 
of seats in the Cambridge Springs 
auditorium were filled by PENN-
CREST residents awaiting an an-
nouncement about the rumors of 
the closure of Cambridge Springs 
schools. After repeated promptings 
on the question, the answer from 
the board members was a resound-
ing “no.”

“We never talked about closing 
anything,” PENNCREST School 
Board President Luigi DeFrances-
co said. “It’s not going to happen 
right now or tomorrow.”

Board members Tim Brown, 
Fred Bryant, Jeff Brooks, and Am-
ber Tyson-Wright all shared similar 
sentiments after the study presenta-
tion by Thomas and Williamson, a 
program management firm that was 
contracted by the district in Octo-
ber to complete a building capacity 
study.

“I think the slides spoke for 
themselves,” Bryant said. “There’s 
no way this school district is going 
to close Cambridge Springs, and I 
would never vote for that.”

Two registered speakers and a 
large group of unregistered speak-
ers on both sides of the aisle claimed 
that the Cambridge Springs campus 

was “neglected” (according to one 
speaker). Brooks applauded com-
munity members for voicing their 
opinions.

“This community rallies be-
hind their school like no one else,” 
Brooks said. “More than any other 
community.”

Though the community has been 
assured that there will be no closure 
of any PENNCREST schools, au-
dience members still felt uneasy.

“Most of the people on the 
board are not from the Cambridge 
Springs, Venango, and Woodcock 
area,” Jeff Ball said. “I see a bias 
there. It’s 8-1. Why wouldn’t we 
be scared about our school being 
closed?”

Even with the question of clo-
sure possibly off the table, some 
Cambridge residents still stressed 
that there is work to be done on the 
home of the Blue Devils.

“We pay 1.9% taxes,” Greg Car-
ico said. “Every time I do my tax-
es every year, I look at it and I say 
‘Where is it going?’ This school is 
in shambles. It’s horrible.”

Many speakers referenced var-
ious dilapidated portions of the 
Cambridge Springs buildings, in-
cluding rusted lockers and water 
leaks that caused roof damage.

“The antiquated bathrooms from 

the 1950s are still there,” Carl 
Archacki said. “We have lockers 
that are so rusted that we can’t 
even open them in the boys’ locker 
room.”

Archacki is the president of the 
board of directors for the Cam-
bridge Revitalization Economic 
and Tourism Expansion (CRE-
ATE), a nonprofit organization 
seeking to improve the local 
community. Though the fu-
ture of Cambridge Springs was the 
primary topic of discussion, other 

important activities occurred at the 
Feb. 13 board meeting. Perhaps, the 
event with the most gravity was the 
appointment of Michael Chaussee 
to the PENNCREST School Board.

The Board interviewed nine 
candidates, of which four were 
nominated for the final vote: Mi-
chael Chaussee, Art Hoffman, Tif-
fany Donor, and Mariah Beusch. 
Chaussee won the vote 5-1-1-1, but 
not before some controversy arose 
surrounding the process of appoint-
ment.

Tyson-Wright motioned for a 
secret election, in which board 
members would vote anonymous-
ly. After the vote, Tyson-Wright 
proposed that Cynthia Paxton, the 
Board Secretary, reveal the two 
candidates with the most votes. 
Afterwards, the Board would hold 
a final vote between the top two 
candidates.

Tyson-Wright’s motion was sec-
onded by DeFrancesco “for discus-
sion purposes.” Protest from the 
audience had begun at the start of 
the proposal, and objections from 
members of the Board were voiced 
almost immediately after discus-
sion opened.

“It doesn’t show openness from 
the Board,” Brooks said. “Secret 
ballots are not American.”

Board member Theresa Croll 
agreed. “I’m not for closure or 
keeping secrets,” Croll said. “Peo-
ple are here because they want to 
know what’s happening.”

The motion was shot down in a 
0-8 vote.

At tonight’s board meeting, 
which will likely be as highly at-
tended as Monday’s, you can ex-
pect to see Michael Chaussee at his 
first voting meeting and to hear a 
plan of action regarding Cambridge 
Springs.

Board members formulating plan to address concerns amid pressure from community
“It’s not going to happen”

Michael Chaussee , appointed to the PENNCREST School Board on Monday, 
answers the Board’s question during candidate interviews.
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 We are the same; we are all people

By Sara Slayter
OPINION EDITOR.

Valentine’s Day celebrates the love 
between you and your significant oth-
er, but why not celebrate your gal pals 
too? Galentine’s Day originated from 
the mock documentary series “Parks 
and Recreation” and became a holi-
day celebrated every Feb. 13 to show 
your friends that you love them.

In the show, Leslie Knope (Amy 
Poehler) brings her friends and her 
mother to breakfast and each shares 
their greatest love stories and how 
much they mean to each other. 

This is a necessary activity to do 
with your friends because, although 
there are birthdays and Mother’s Day, 

nothing is better than getting together 
with your friends, spending time with 
each other, gossiping, and eating a 
good waffle. 

This holiday is especially important 
for single friends, as it lets them know 
that they are loved and appreciated. 

Valentines can be an upsetting holi-
day for some people, and giving them 
cheap chocolate and flowers will defi-
nitely put a smile on their face. 

Galentine’s Day celebrates your 
love for your friends and allows you 
to treat yourself to a day of comfort 
and fun. 

It is a relaxing holiday that should 
be a thing of the future on Valentine’s 
Day. 

 Galentines Day or Valentine’s Day?

By Lyndzee Amory
PANTHER PAW EDITOR

“I have a list of books here in my 
hand, if anyone would like to look 
at them, of books that are in our li-
braries that promote this garbage and 
absolute trash to students,” said PEN-
NCREST school board policy com-
mittee chairperson David Valesky 
at the Jan. 9 work session during the 
discussion of updates to Policy 109.2 
Library Materials. At the voting 
meeting on Jan. 12, the board passed 
several policies, including 109.2, that 
target the LGBTQIA+ and related 
communities. 

Policy 109.2 Library Materials fa-
cilitates the removal of books from 
the district’s libraries that the school 
board deems inappropriate or ob-
scene. The policy says, “No Materi-
al in District libraries shall contain: 
Visual or visually implied depictions 
of sexual acts or simulations of such 
acts, explicit written depictions of 
sexual acts, or visual depictions of 
nudity- not including materials with 
diagrams about anatomy for science 
or content relating to classical works 
of art.” 

Policy 123 (Interscholastic Athlet-
ics) was edited by adding “Biological 
(at birth)” to “It shall be the policy of 
the Board to offer opportunities for 
participation in interscholastic ath-
letic programs to biological (at birth) 
male and female students on as equal 
a basis as is practicable and without 

discrimination, in accordance with 
law and regulations.”

It is evident to me that these pol-
icies are discriminatory. The School 
Board majority has decided to re-
strict certain students’ participation 
in sports. They wish to remove books 
that represent LGBTQIA+ stories 
under the cover of “sexualization of 
children,” and a few board members 
have continuously displayed nega-
tive behavior toward LGBTQ+ stu-
dents who speak at board meetings. 

If the majority of the school board 
members refuse to advocate for cer-
tain students, we, the student body 
and the members of the community, 
must be the ones to come together to 
amplify their silenced voices. 

We cannot continue to marginalize 
the students we sit next to in classes 
every day. 

They are the same people who 
have grown up alongside us. 

They are the same people we’ve 
passed in the hallways for years. 

They are the same people with 
whom we will graduate. 

And they are the same people with 
whom we exist in this world.

We are the same; we are all people.

The members of our school board 
majority are setting an example that 
cannot continue. They are removing 
books and injecting prejudice into 

our building. They say they are try-
ing to do what’s best for the students, 
but these policy revisions do the 
exact opposite. Condoning school 
board members who disregard the 
members of our student body and our 
community teaches students that dis-
crimination is acceptable. This must 
not stand.

Ultimately, we must unify to pro-
tect all students from the evils of 
oppression and hatred. We are in 
school to grow and learn. Inclusive 
participation in student groups and 
organizations, free access to books 
and other materials, and acceptable 
treatment of others are imperative to 
accomplish the goals of the PENN-
CREST School District and its stu-
dents. 

I ask you, What is this really all 
about? Is it about protecting all chil-
dren, or just those who fit the limited 
vision of the PENNCREST School 
Board majority? The question re-
mains.

Contributed photo
 Lyndzee Amory 

This isn’t over. 
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By Celeste Eback
WEBSITE EDITOR

During the January PENNCREST 
School Board meeting, policies 
109.2 and 123 were updated. Poli-
cy 109.2 aims to eliminate sexually 
explicit content from our libraries. 
Policy 123 specifies that students 
can only be on sports teams that 
correspond to their biological sex. 
These policies are targeting the 
LGBTQIA+ community.

What Policy 109.2 defines as sex-
ually explicit is as follows: “Visual 
or visually implicit depiction of sex-
ual acts or simulations, explicit writ-
ten depictions of acts, visual depic-
tions of nudity—with the exception 
of anatomical diagrams and classical 
artworks.”

On the surface level, this may 
seem to make sense; however, this 
policy invites bias into the school 
libraries and targets LGBTQIA+ 
books which discuss relationships 
and identity. In queer stories, as in 
many young adult stories, sex and 
sexuality can be major factors in self 
discovery. 

Those of us in this community 
are considered a minority. The abil-
ity for this niche group of people to 
have characters in books that they 
relate to and understand can make 
all the difference. LGBTQIA+ cen-
tered books allow these students to 
ask questions related to the topic, 
explore their identity, and read about 
how the protagonists in their books 
deal with similar issues. 

Policy 123 aims to eliminate trans 
athletes from sports teams. The poli-
cy specifies, “It shall be the policy of 
the Board to offer opportunities for 
participation in interscholastic ath-
letic programs to biological (at birth) 
male and female students as equal 
students on as equal a basis as is 
practicable and without discrimina-
tion…” Reread those words. Do you 
see the issue with that statement? It’s 

saying that without discrimination, 
males and females can be on a sports 
team. Adding the phrase “biological 
(at birth)” contradicts the Board’s 
own statement by discriminating 
against the students on the grounds 
of their biological sex. 

According to a recent Erie Times 
News article, the idea of transgen-
der athletes having an advantage is 
flawed as it does not consider that 
trans athletes have not finished pu-
berty until their late teens and can 
continue to mature through their 
early twenties. In the same article, 
board president Luigi DeFrances-
co admitted that there have been 
no instances of trans athletes in the 
district, but claimed “the day will 
come.” My question is this: Why is 
the district trying to solve a problem 
that doesn’t exist? 

As students in this district, we 
have the right to expect that policies 
passed by the school board will be 
legal, non-discriminatory, and in the 
best interests of all students. That is 
not the case here. These policies in-
fringe upon the rights of a minority 
group that already has to deal with 
being marginalized on a daily basis.

Here’s the real question: Why are 
these people so hinged on what’s in 
someone’s pants?

How are policies affecting 
the LGBTQ+ community?

By Mallory Zook, Cora 
MacAdam, and Nola Zook
SAEGERTOWN STUDENTS

Policy 109.2, which was re-
cently passed by the Penncrest 
School Board, prompted the re-
moval of books containing sex-
ually explicit content from Penn-
crest school libraries.

It is evident that many peo-
ple disagree with Policy 109.2 
for various reasons. Many peo-
ple argue that the removal of 
these books is an injustice to the 
LGBTQ community, and that it 
is robbing children of education 
and the opportunity to grow in 
empathy and interpersonal skills. 
These concerns are understand-
able, but they lack validity. The 
policy’s purpose is to remove 
unnecessary and explicit content 
from the school libraries, not take 
away the ability for LGBTQ kids 
to feel understood. It is true that 
some of the books being removed 
do contain LGBTQ content, but 
that is not the purpose of the pol-
icy. If books containing that type 
of content have been removed, it 
is because there is sexually ex-
plicit content in it as well. 

Many people argue that kids 
can’t get these books other ways, 
but this argument is also not factu-
al. In the PENNCREST District, 
there are two public libraries, 
the Saegertown Public Library 
and the Cambridge Public Li-
brary. A student, of any of the 
three schools, SHS, CSHS, and 
MHS, is within a 25-30 mile ra-
dius of reaching a public library, 
including the Meadville Public 
Library, which lies right outside 
of the district lines. The inven-
tory of all three libraries reaches 
almost 100,000 books, including 
‘The Absolutely True Diary of 
a Part Time Indian’ by Sherman 
Alexie, ‘The Bluest Eye’ by Toni 
Morrison, ‘The Kite Runner’ by 

Khaled Hosseini, ‘The Perks of 
Being a Wallflower’ by Stephen 
Chbosky, ‘The Glass Castle’ by 
Jeannette Walls, ‘It’s Kind of a 
Funny Story’ by Ned Vizzini, 
and ‘Eleanor & Park’ by Rain-
bow Rowell (These books have 
all been listed in other Panther 
Press articles as examples of 
books that have been removed 
from the library.).

 The books being reviewed by 
the School Board are available 
to junior/senior high-school-
aged students, who have widely 
varying levels of maturity. The 
brain physically stops growing 
between the ages of 11-14, but it 
does not fully mature till the mid-
late 20s. According to the Na-
tional Institute of Mental Health, 
“The front part of the brain, called 
the prefrontal cortex, is one of the 
last brain regions to mature. This 
area is responsible for skills like 
planning, prioritizing, and con-
trolling impulses. Because these 
skills are still developing, teens 
are more likely to engage in risky 

behaviors without considering 
the potential results of their deci-
sions.” Young minds are the most 
impressionable, which is a reality 
that can be potentially harmful to 
adolescents.

 The presence of sexually ex-
plicit books in school libraries 
could lead to students accidental-
ly being exposed to these mate-
rials, or deliberately reading the 
books without the knowledge of 
their parents or guardians. If kids 
try to process these things on 
their own, they could develop a 
misled, incomplete, or dangerous 
view of sexual concepts, which 
could lead to premature sexual 
experimentation including both 
perpetrating and permitting sex-
ual assault. 

Regardless of personal beliefs, 
it is potentially unsafe for young 
minds to discover these ideas 
on their own. Shouldn’t we be 
safeguarding against unintended 
consequences, especially when it 
directly affects children?

Letter to the Editor:
We support Policy 109.2

Contributed photo
 Malory Zook, Cora MacAdams, and Nola Zook

Contributed photo
 Celeste Eback



4 NewsThe Panther Press
Thursday February 16, 2023

 Vape detectors assist with
student and staff safetyBy Jace Digiacomo

WEBSITE EDITOR

Senior Hazel Peel has been a 
Girl Scout for 13 years and now 
she’s working for her Girl Scout 
Gold Award, which is the equiv-
alent of an Eagle Scout.

The Girl Scout Gold Award is 
the highest award a Girl Scout can 
earn. 

To be eligible, you must be in 
ninth-twelfth grade, a registered 
Girl Scout or Ambassador, and 
have either completed two Senior 
or Ambassador Journeys or earned 
the Girl Scout Silver Award and 
completed one Senior or Ambas-
sador Journey. 

Peel has met the requirements, 
and achieved even more.

 “I’ve earned my Bronze Award, 
which was in 2016.” Peel said. 
“I’ve also earned every Journey 
Summit, which is completing all 
the Journey books for every level 
within a required amount of time.” 

To earn her Girl Scout Gold 
Award, Peel must complete an 
80-hour service project and submit 
a final report when it’s finished. 
There are multiple parts to the 
project.

“I’m required to have an educa-

tional aspect, which I’m planning 
on teaching during youth group.” 
Peel said. “There must be a glob-
al link, so I’m planning on taking 
many pictures and videos, and cre-
ating YouTube videos to explain 
how to do various parts of the 
project.” 

For Peel’s project, she decided 
to redo the back table in the art 
room. According to art teacher 
Angie Granat the table needed a 
change.

“I’m excited that she’s doing 
this project because this table 
needed to be redone,” Mrs. Granat 
said. “It’s going to add a lot to the 
art room.”

Peel has already begun the prep 
work on the table and is making 
good progress.

“I’ve started the prep work for 
the table, and I’m hoping to start 
painting it this month.” Peel said.

The project should be finished 
by the end of the school year.

By Luthea Sweeney
DESIGN AND PHOTO EDITOR 

In 2023, Saegertown musicians 
returned to PMEA (Pennsylvania 
Music Educators Association) 
music festivals for the first time 
since 2019. 

Last week junior Travis Peters 
and sophomore Lillian Oakes 
participated in District Band, and 
earlier this year, Peters attended 
District Chorus. 

Based on his performance at 
districts, Peters advanced and will  
now represent our music program 
by bringing his talents to regionals. 

Peters will compete at Mead-
ville Area Senior High School 
from Feb 22 to 24. 

During the three days, Peters 

will spend a total of 30 hours pre-
paring for the concert that will be 
held at 7 p.m. on Friday in the 
MASH auditorium. 

The ensemble will perform 
eight songs including: “Cantique 
de Jean Racine” composed by Ga-
briel Faure, “The Ghost of Molly 
Maguire” composed by Chuck 
Rogers and arranged by Gene 
Glickman, “That Which Remains” 
composed by Andrea Ramsey, a 
choral series from the catalog of 
J. Current and Sons, “Songs of the 
People” edited, compiled, and ar-
ranged by Max T. Krone, “Down 
Among the Dead Men” arranged 
by R. Vaughan Williams, A set of 
Chinese folk songs collected and 
arranged by Chen Yi, and “Chap-
el Invocation” composed by J.S. 

Bach. 
In preparation for the compe-

tition, Peters practices his music 
after school or work where he uses 
his keyboard to get pitches and 
dabble with rhythms. 

“I definitely feel more prepared 
for Region Chorus than for Dis-
trict Band,” Peters said. “For band, 
I had to take my instrument home 
and stay after school and practice 
with Mrs. Graham, but for chorus I 
can take my voice anywhere.” 

As the only member of the mu-
sic program attending regionals, 
Peters explained that it’s a surreal 
experience.

“It definitely bumps up my 
confidence in singing and creates 
a bigger motivation within me to 
strive for more.” 

Peters prepares for Region Chorus as musicians return to festivals this year

Hazel Peel aims for Girl Scout Gold Award

By Porter Brooks
NEWS EDITOR

This school year, all PENN-
CREST schools installed vape 
detectors in bathrooms and lock-
er rooms to monitor areas where 
surveillance cameras cannot be 
installed. 

According to the website, 
HALO detects carbon dioxide 
(CO2), particulate concentra-
tions, humidity, volatile organic 
compounds (VOC), and nitro-
gen dioxide (NO2) in the air. 

This multi-sensor is capable 
of vape detection, smoke detec-
tion, THC detection, and sound 
detection of abnormalities like 
gunshots and shouting in areas a 
camera cannot be placed. 

Superintendent Timothy 
Glasspool shared that the detec-
tors, which cost $1780 per unit,  
were installed to assist with stu-
dent and staff safety. 

The hope is that they will make 
PENNCREST a safer place for 
students to learn and teachers to 
teach.

Overall the detectors have 

been a positive addition accord-
ing to Principal Erica Howick.

“They are very helpful and 
have decreased incidents since 
they were installed,” Dr. Ho-
wick said. “It has also been help-
ful to provide air quality alerts 
when fans or other systems are 
not functioning properly so that 
maintenance can respond to is-
sues.” 

Dr. Howick did note that ini-
tially they were sending alerts 
frequently, but over the last cou-
ple of weeks, there has been im-
provement.

“I feel like they have been 
very effective and many of the 
alerts have led directly to issues 
that needed to be addressed im-
mediately.”

contributed photo
Peel works on her 80-hour service project in room 113 in order to earn her Girl 
Scout Gold Award. Peel is renovating the back table in room 113 (the art room).

contributed photo
Junior Travis Peters has advanced to PMEA Region 2 Chorus, which will be held 
next week at Meadville High School. Peters also attended District Chorus.This is 
the first year SHS musicians have returned to festivals since 2019. 



By Zorian Edwards
FEATURES EDITOR

On Jan. 27, Principal Erica Ho-
wick officially announced the 12 
teacher-nominated students of the 
semester, a program similar to 
the student of the month that Sae-
gertown had in previous years.

“I believe all students should be 
recognized for positive behaviors 
and academics in schools.” Dr. 
Howick said, “I had started a stu-
dent of the month program at MHS 
[Maplewood High School] before 
coming here and I really liked cel-
ebrating students for being leaders 

and role models in their school and 
community. I think that celebrating 
students for their hard work is a great 
incentive to get others to follow their 
lead.”

The students received a certificate 
with the nomination comments, a 
celebration breakfast, a $5 gift card 
to the Traveler’s Cafe, and had their 
pictures displayed on the bulletin 
board by the student parking lot 
entrance. Dr. Howick plans to cel-
ebrate Student of the Month on a 
more regular basis.

 The winner of the community 
nomination was chosen through a 
link sent out on the official Sae-

gertown High School Facebook 
page for community members to 
nominate a student for doing things 
outside of the school for recognition.

“It feels really awesome to be one 
of the first ever Students of the Se-
mester,” junior Travis Peters said, 
“It makes me feel really good about 
myself and encourages me to do 
more for the people I influence. One 
of my biggest goals in life is to be 
inspiring, and this award definitely 
supports it. I really appreciate the 
school doing this as it goes to show 
that hard work and determination 
does not go unseen.”
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By Luthea Sweeney
DESIGN AND PHOTO EDITOR

 Seniors Damen Rossey, Quincy 
Zook, and Luthea Sweeney have the 
chance to attend four field trips to 
multiple manufacturing businesses 
in Crawford County. 

During their time at the NWPA 
Manufacturing Academy, they have 
the opportunity to listen to the own-
ers share their manufacturing jour-
ney, learn how different sectors of 
the business works, and gain a better 
understanding about manufacturing 
as a whole. Students attending the 
academy will participate in activi-
ties that correlate to the hard and soft 
skills necessary for manufacturing. 

 A letter from the NWPA Manu-
facturing Academy Team said that 
“the intention is for the students to 
pursue a job shadow or two, at one 
of the businesses that they toured 
towards the end of March through 
April and even into May as the cul-
minating piece of the Manufacturing 
Academy.” 

After each field trip, students at-
tending are given business cards 
from each business and are encour-
aged to call and inquire about a busi-
ness shadow or job opportunity if 
they feel that business is a good fit 
for them. 

The organization also offers 

scholarships to students who are in-
terested in post-secondary training 
in the tool, die, and manufacturing 
industry. 

The academy can help students 
narrow down their options for future 
career paths. Rossey originally chose 
to attend the academy, but after two 
field trips, he decided manufacturing 
was not interesting to him. 

“I would recommend the acade-
my because it could be a good thing 
for other students to explore career 
paths,” Rossey said. “I opted out of 
the manufacturing academy because 
it isn’t really for me, and I just want-
ed to be in school more and focus on 

my grades.” 
Zook, on the other hand, im-

mensely enjoys the academy. “I 
enjoy the manufacturing academy 
because I’m able to learn more about 
what’s involved in the manufactur-
ing industry and the differences be-
tween the shops,” Zook said.

The following tool shops are par-
ticipating in the academy: Sippy 
Historic & Highpoint Tool and Ma-
chine (Dec. 20), Starn Tool and Mfg 
& Kuhn Tool and Die Co. (Jan. 11), 
Tessy Automation & Acutec Preci-
sion Aerospace (Feb. 8), and Pinna-
cle Molds & Greenleaf Corporations 
(Mar. 8). 

Students of the Semester: 
Recognizing inspiring students

Manufacturing Academy offers opportunities 
for PENNCREST students

Trivia team takes second 
place; wins $2,000

By Nate Slee
BROADCAST EDITOR

The Hi-Q team showcased their 
trivia talent at WQLN’s Scholastic 
Scrimmage, where they earned sec-
ond place and a $2,000 check. The 
team went 3-1 in the tournament, 
before losing to Mercyhurst Prep in 
the final. 

“It’s amazing,” advisor Stacey 
Hetrick said. “The Hi-Q team has 
never won any monetary prize in the 
30 years I’ve been coach.”

The Hi-Q team found themselves 
on the front page of the Meadville 
Tribune on Jan. 28.  

“It made me feel really good and 
proud of us all,” senior captain Ezra 
McClymonds said. “We worked 
hard to get to second place, and the 
Tribune saw that hard work and gave 
us the spot. I hope everyone on the 
team is proud of that.” 

Other members of the group 
shared McClymonds’s feelings 
about the accomplishment. 

“It affected me in a good way,” 
senior Jameson McIntyre said. “I 
had lots of compliments from family 
and friends and coworkers, as well 
as people I have never met before. It 
was great.” 

Hetrick received a letter on Feb-
ruary 3 notifying the team that they 

qualified for nationals. The Hi-Q 
team was ecstatic. 

No details have been finalized, but 
they plan to compete. 

“I think traveling will be a great 
experience for the team,” McWright 
said. “Especially because we can 
afford it due to the $2,000 from the 
tournament.”

Scholastic Scrimmage isn’t the 
only competition that the Hi-Q team 
has attended this year. 

In January, they attended the 
Western PA U.S. History Bowl 
and Bee at South Side High School 
where Ezra McClymonds individu-
ally qualified for nationals after his 
performance in the History Bee. 

“It was a mix of emotions, to be 
perfectly honest,” McClymonds 
said, “I guess at first it didn’t really 
hit me, and I was just kind of apa-
thetic, but I cried tears of joy when 
I got home. ” 

His team shares the excitement 
and support of this accomplishment.

“I am incredibly proud of Ezra for 
making it to nationals,” junior Zo-
rian Edwards said. “He is our most 
active member and an excellent 
team captain both within competi-
tion and outside of it. We as a club 
are having an excellent season.”

Contributed photo
 NWPA Manufacturing Academy students listen to an instructor at Starn Tool 
and Dye. contributed photo

Travis Peters, Jamesno McIntyre, Zorian Edwards, Ezra McClymonds, Sadie 
Polach, Brennen McWright, Lillian Oakes, and advisor Stacey Hetrick hold 
$2000 check. 
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 Winter sports wrap up
By Luthea Sweeney
DESIGN/ PHOTO EDITOR

As the winter sports are wrapping 
up, coaches and players reflect on 
their seasons and prepare to im-
prove and impress next year. 

Boys Varsity Basketball:
The boys varsity basketball team 

is going strong standing second 
place in the region. According to 
Coach Chris Greco, the team is 
hopeful to make it to the playoffs as 
they are only taking 8 teams from 
AA basketball in District 10.

“The season has gone very well 
for our team,” senior Brady Greco 
said. “The entire team has given 
their all throughout every practice 
and game. This has led to much suc-
cess for our squad!”

According to Coach Greco, the six 
seniors are the leaders of the team. 
The leading scorer is Brady Greco, 
followed by Henry Shaffer, and the 
rest of the varsity team has stepped 
up at various times throughout the 
season namely, Zach Yoder, Sully 
Zirkle, Joe Grundy and underclass-
men Collin Jones and Cody Huson. 
Alongside varsity, the junior varsity 
team continues to grow and have 
made good improvement in both of-
fense and defense. 

“This is a great group to coach and 
their desire to get better every single 
practice and game is a testament of 
their great attitude, work ethic, and 
desire to be great student-athletes.” 
Coach Greco said. 

Girls Varsity Basketball:
The girls are standing at 8-10, 

and are placed fifth in District 10 
Region 2 of Division AA. Overall, 
most of the team feels they im-
proved this season. 

“Overall, I think the season went 
well,” junior Linsey Weaver said. 
“We did much better than last 
year.”

In preparation for the 2023/2024 
season, Weaver says the team plans 
to improve consistency by playing 
“more like a team.” Weaver also 
noted that the team suffered through 
lots of injury.

“We would have done much 
better if we didn’t have to fight 
through illness and people getting 

hurt,” Weaver said. “Some of the 
last few games didn’t go as well as 
we would have hoped because we 
were missing 1 or 2 starters. We 
had a lot of changes throughout the 
season, but at the end of the day, we 
played with heart, and that is what 
matters.”

Their last game is tonight at 7 
p.m at Cambridge Springs.

Girls Wrestling:
As Feb. 19 approaches, the girls 

wrestling team prepares for their 
district tournament. After regionals 
on March 5 in Kiski, and states on 
March 12 at Central Dauphin High 
School, the girls wrestling season 
will come to a close. 

According to Coach Melissa 
Bartholomew, the top wrestlers are 
freshman Emma Spencer, junior 
Elora Dillinger, and junior Kacie 
Mook as far as records go.

“As far as effort and working 
hard there is a core of them that 
show up for every practice, stay 
late, and put in the effort and those 
girls are Kacie, Elora, Emma, Kylie 
Campbell, Sarah, and Royale.” 
Coach Bartholomew said.

According to Spencer, the team 
has done well this season. “We 
are all individually improving and 
the team is improving a lot too.” 
Spencer said. 

Her goal moving forward is to 
place in states and possibly wrestle 
in college. 

This optimism is also expressed 
by coach Melissa.

“I think this year is going amaz-

ingly,” Coach Bartholomew said. 
“We are four teams away from 
reaching 100 teams to get a vote 
by the PIAA. The girls are doing 
amazing. They are listening and 
learning everyday. Watching the 
growth on the mat is inspiring. 
Even if it is not the outcome they 
wanted they are giving it their all 
and performing well.” 

In preparation for next season, 
Coach Bartholomew intends to hold 
open gyms throughout the summer 
and offering summer camps for the 
girls who are interested in attending. 

Boys Wrestling:
With the close of the wrestling 

season, the boys finished 9-12 with 
high hopes for next season. The off 
season will include lifting, attending 
Mr. Patrick Bradshaw’s barn camp, 
and attending Edinboro training 
camp in order to start off strong next 
year. 

Coach Jim Mulligan also has 
high hopes for next season.

 “The sophomore group from 
106 pounds all the way to 285 has 
potential,” Mulligan said. Mulli-
gan believes the whole sophomore 
class has potential to go up a weight 
class, specifically sophomores 
Gabe Jordan, Travis Huya, and No-
lan Hughes. 

“Maybe next year and a couple 
years after, we could be in the hunt 
for a state medal,” Mulligan said. 
“All that’s left is the team needs to 
buy in and are the kids willing to do 
the work.”

 Junior high boys basketball 
team finish undefeated season

By Lyndzee Amory
PANTHER PAW EDITOR

The junior high boys basketball 
team has been unstoppable this sea-
son, going undefeated the entire way 
through. The team was unfazed by 
their competition and earned a stellar 
23-0 record. Head coach Ted Little 
attributes the success of their season 
to the players’ eagerness to learn.

“All of the players have dedicat-
ed themselves to the season,” Little 
said. “They are all eager to learn how 
to play and listen very well.”

Little explained that the goal for 
the junior high team is ultimately to 
grow the understanding of the game.

“They are learning the fundamen-
tals to develop their skills and quick-
ly adapt to varsity and junior varsity 
competition,” Little said.

The boys have worked very hard 
as a team to achieve their perfect re-
cord this year. Seventh grader Mason 
Gjovik said that going undefeated 
“has been an aspiration of mine.” 
With the conclusion of this season, 
the team is now on a 46 game win-
ning streak due to last season’s iden-
tical record. Gjovik says the success 
was a product of teamwork.

“We’re always there for each other 
in tough situations,” Gjovik said.

The team competed in the playoffs 
this week. The coaches and players 
worked vigorously to prepare for the 
championship. Little said that “the 
team played with extreme intensity.” 
Their hard work paid off, and they 
finished their season with a champi-
onship win of 45-39 over the Eisen-
hower Knights. 

Cheerleaders close out the season

Contributed photo
 Junior Kylie Stafford headlocks an opponent.

Contributed photo
 The basketball cheerleaders performing a routine at a recent halftime. 

By Luthea Sweeney
DESIGN AND PHOTO EDITOR

As the basketball season comes 
to a close, the basketball cheerleaders 
comment on the season. 

Cheer captain and senior Andrea 
Bauer feels her last season at Sae-
gertown was the best one yet. 

“I believe that this has been one 
of our strongest seasons because of 
how much we have all grown indi-
vidually in order to perform stunts,” 
Bauer said. “We have a much smaller 
squad this year and overcoming that 
challenge has helped us so much in 
learning new skills.”

While they had a good season, 
there’s always room for improve-

ment. 
“If we want to improve next year, 

it will be very important for new 
people to join,” sophomore Claire 
Barickman said, “because that would 
allow us to be able to do more ad-
vanced stunts during the games and 
make our cheers more enjoyable for 
the students’ section to watch.”

Senior Marilyn Smith shares the 
same sentiment. 

“Having more of the younger 
grades sign up and join will allow 
for more advancements in stunting 
during games,” Smith said. “This 
will be more gratifying for the team 
and more enjoyable for the student 
section during games.”
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By Jace Digiacomo
WEBSITE EDITOR

Being a superfan, part of the stu-
dent section at sporting events, is 
supposed to be a great way of sup-
porting your team; however, some 
people think that it goes too far. 

English teacher Stacey Hetrick 
feels that some remarks made by 
super fans are unnecessarily harsh. 
“Some of the things I’ve heard that 
students in the fan section have said 
are very cruel,” Mrs. Hetrick said. 
“To me, it borders on verbal abuse 
at times.” 

PENNCREST athletic director 
Dana Mason noted: “Superfanning 
can be extreme at times. When their 
actions become a means to draw at-
tention to them rather than what’s 
going on during the game, then it’s 
too extreme.”

While some people feel the super-
fans are extreme, others see no prob-
lem. “Some of their remarks can be 
seen as extreme or personal, that’s 
when they go too far,” senior Brady 
Greco said. “But I fully believe that 
they are just trying to energize the 
team they are supporting. In the case 
of our basketball team, we feed off 
this energy.” 

Greco doesn’t believe that it is any 
superfan’s goal to mentally harm the 
other team, and he sees them as a 
positive source. “I appreciate all the 
support the superfans bring to every 
game,” Greco said. “They even trav-
el to our team’s close away games, 
which makes me proud to be a Sae-
gertown Panther.”

Senior high girls basketball player 
Lindsey Weaver agrees with Greco. 
“Superfans make the players feel 
good,” Weaver said. “It gives us 
something to laugh about during the 
games.” 

Before each sporting event, the 
following message is read by a PIAA 
official to teams, coaches, fans, and 
anyone in attendance: “PIAA re-
quires all registered sports officials 
to enforce the sportsmanship rules 

for coaches and contestants. Actions 
meant to demean opposing contes-
tants, teams, spectators and officials 
are not in the highest ideals of inter-
scholastic education and will not be 
tolerated. Let today’s contest reflect 
mutual respect. Coaches, please cer-
tify to the contest official(s) that your 
contestants are legally equipped and 
uniformed according to NFHS rules 
and PIAA adoptions. Good luck in 
today’s contest.” This is the exact 
wording of the sportsmanship rule 
found on the PIAA website. 

Are the super fans in violation of 
the sportsmanship rule? 

Dana Mason doesn’t think so. 
“The majority of the time, the su-
per fans at all three PENNCREST 
Schools do a great job of positively 
supporting the teams on the court 
or the field. They show up in strong 
numbers to support their teams. They 
are enthusiastic and bring a lot of en-
ergy to the game,” Mason said. “I 
have even witnessed our super fans 
shaking hands with the student sec-
tions of other teams after the game in 
an act of good sportsmanship, much 
to the surprise of the other team’s 
fans.”

While Mason doesn’t think the 
super fans violate the rule, he agrees 
with Hetrick that some things aren’t 
appropriate.

“I do not care for the chants of 
‘You can’t do that’ or the stomping 
of the bleachers when an opponent 
is at the free throw line,” Mason 
said. “The times that I have spoken 
with our superfans, I have always 
reminded them that they cannot 
use anyone’s name or jersey num-
ber. They cannot make derogatory 
remarks like, ‘you suck,’ or worse. 
Occasionally they find ways to side-
step these rules, but it is addressed 
when heard.” 

It’s evident that there are mixed 
opinions on the tactics used by super 
fans, but everyone seems to agree 
that they should and can be a posi-
tive force for both their team and the 
opposing team. 

“There are so many positive things 
the super fans could be doing,” Het-
rick said. “Leading cheers, hyping 
their team, celebrating successes, 
That’s good sportsmanship.” 

Mason feels that the super fans 
have an overall positive impact. He 
looks forward to them continuing 
to support their teams while also re-
membering to respect the opponent.

“I would like to see our fans con-
tinue to cheer like Banshees for our 
athletes,” Mason said. “And it’s also 
important for them to quietly respect 
the efforts of the other team.”

Column: Super fans’ antics raise
 community questions 

Bland sees success on
Meadville swim team

By Camden Gjovik and Kaylee 
Reynolds
SPORTS  EDITOR AND STAFF WRITER

Saegertown junior Skyler Bland 
loves to compete. She has been a 
member of the Meadville swim 
team since her freshman year, even 
though she is a PENNCREST stu-
dent. 

“I’ve been swimming for about 
nine to ten years,” Bland said. “I do 
enjoy swimming for the Meadville 
swim team.”

Bland is not the only PENN-
CREST swimmer. Along with fel-
low PENNCREST Cyber student 
Nathan Samuels, they dominate the 
water. One could say the best part 
of swimming is the hard work put in 
during the on and off season.

“The hardest part of swimming 
for me is keeping up physically and 
mentally,” Bland said. “Swimming 
is as much a mental sport as it is 
physical.”

Bland was a qualifier for states last 
year, but due to COVID regulations, 
they only took the first place quali-

fiers. She placed second in the 100 
backstroke and fourth in the 200 IM. 
Therefore, she was unable to com-
pete in states. 

On Monday Jan. 27, Bland placed 
first in the 100 yard backstroke with 
a time of 1:11.12 and second in the 
200 yard freestyle with a time of 
2:19.57. She continues to improve 
her times and hopes to qualify for 
states this year. 

“Every year I come closer and 
closer to states,” Bland said. “I hope 
to continue improving my times, and 
I hope to swim in college as well.”

She will be back in the pool on 
Monday night as the Meadville 
swim team travels to  McDowell. 

Contributed photo
 Super fans “pink out” at the Cambridge Springs High School basketball game 

Contributed photo
 Skyler Bland works to improve her 

time and skill. 

Memorial fund honors
 Coach Bill Peiffley

By Alice Delmaso
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Bill Peiffley was a 1955 graduate 
of Saegertown High School.  He 
graduated from Edinboro Universi-
ty (now called PennWest Edinboro 
and returned to Saegertown to teach 
geography and English for 33 years 
before retiring in 1992.  Mr. Peiff-
ley (many called him “Peiff”) also 
coached junior high football for 20 
years and wrestling for 26 years, 
touching many young lives during 
this time. As noted in the 1966 Pan-
therian yearbook, an examination of 
the team scores for the season’s dual 
meets indicates that the wrestling 
team was undefeated.  Also under 
Pieffley’s leadership, Dick Bray-
mer, who was Pennsylvania State 
Champion in the 95 lb. class, was 
Saegertown’s first wrestler to earn a 
state championship. 

 In conjunction with the SHS 

Class of 1966’s 55-year class re-
union in August 2021, a group of 
varsity players hosted a sports re-
union where they established the 
William L. Peiffley Memorial Fund. 
Since that date, a generous financial 
gift has been made to SHS for “the 
highest and best purpose in honor of 
Bill Peiffley” and will continue as 
long as the fund is viable.  The first 
stipend granted to the school was 
used to purchase the large banner 
displayed in the gymnasium which 
states: “Coach Bill Peiffley’s Lega-
cy.”

Anyone interested in donating 
to the fund should send donations 
to P.O.Box 395, Saegertown PA, 
with a memo on the check stating 
“Peiffley Memorial Fund.”  Rest as-
sured class members work with the 
school to channel these funds into 
those sports or academic areas that 
were nearest and dearest to “Peiff’s” 
heart. 
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 Romantic reads for this  
Valentine’s Day Weekend

By Claire Barickman
SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR

Love is in the air and in our books. 
If you are anything like me, you love 
a good romcom read. Here are some 
of my favorites that I have read that 
I recommend if you are looking for 
something new. 

If anyone is interested in reading 
these books and needs help access-
ing them, please email me at clbar-
ickman@penncrest.org 

To All the Boys 
I’ve Loved Before 

“To All the Boys I’ve Loved Be-
fore” by Jenny Han is perfect if you 
are looking for an adorable high 
school romcom.  

Laura Jean writes love letters she 
never plans to send. She knows it’s 
weird but she pours her heart into 
these letters and writes things she 
would never say in real life. When 
she’s done, she knows she can final-
ly move on from this all consuming 
love that she feels. Then one day 
her secret letters get sent out, and 
to make matters worse her sister’s 
ex-boyfriend is one of the recipients 
of them. 

‘To All the Boys I’ve Loved Be-
fore’ is one of those books that I find 
myself reaching for time and time 
again. This book will have you smil-
ing the whole way through, with its 
adorably awkward main character 
and cheesy tropey highschool ro-
mance. This is the first book in the 
trilogy written by Han. 

I’ll Give You the Sun
“I’ll Give You the Sun” by Jandy 

Nelson is an amazing book that will 
break your heart and put it back to-
gether all at the same time. 

Noah and Jude were once insep-
arable, always knowing what the 
other was thinking and just who they 
were in the family. The summer of 
their 14th birthday, however, was 
when everything changed. As Noah 
was falling for the boy next door and 
excitedly working on his applica-
tion for art school, Jude was running 

around with older boys, wearing red 
lipstick and jumping off cliffs. Now 
at 16, Jude is the one in art school 
trying to blend into the background 
and avoid boys with everything in 
her. Noah, on the other hand, was 
now friends with all the popular kids 
he once hated and never draws any-
more. 

“I’ll Give You the Sun” is bro-
ken into two different perspectives, 
one of them is 13 year old Noah, 
the other 16 year old Jude. Over the 
course of this book, you will discov-
er the lies and secrets that destroyed 
this family and how it affected each 
twin. This incredible book covers so 
many different topics like grief and 
the many types of love in the world.

Love and Other Words 
“Love and Other Words” by 

Christina Lauren is the love sto-
ry that every book lover longs for. 
This beautiful book tells Macy and 
Elliot’s love story in an alternating 
timeline of then and now. 

After the death of her mother, Ma-
cy’s dad decides to buy a weekend 
house outside of San Francisco in 
hopes that it will give Macy a place 
to grieve her mom. While staying at 
the house, Macy bonds with Elliot, 
the boy next door, over their love of 
books and words. Now years later 
they ran into each other after nearly 
a decade long silence between them. 
While trying to rekindle the relation-
ship they once had, they discover 
the truth behind the night they broke 
each other’s hearts.

‘Love and Other Words’ is a 
beautiful second chance romance 
that shows how life can take people 
their separate ways and bring them 
back together. If you are looking for 
a cheesy friends to lovers read, this 
book is just for you.  

Heartstopper  
“Heartstopper” by Alice Oseman 

tells an adorable story of falling in 
love and finding who you really are. 

When Charlie is seated next to 
Nick Nelson the rugby star, he starts 
to dread the rest of the year, worried 

that he is going to be like all the oth-
er jocks who bullied him last year, 
but Nick is nothing like them. He 
is one of the sweetest people Char-
lie has ever met, and soon the two 
are practically inseparable. Much to 
Charlie’s dismay, he realizes that he 
has begun to catch feelings for Nick 
who is 100% straight…he thinks. 

“Hearstopper” is a beautiful sto-
ry of high school love and is filled 
with all sorts of representation. Al-
ice Oseman does an amazing job of 
making sure that everyone feels seen 
while reading her books, and has an 
incredible ability of covering serious 
topics. I would recommend any of 
her books but “Heartstopper” is the 
one that truly sticks out to me. 

Legends & Lattes
By Celeste Eback
WEBSITE EDITOR
Want a cozy fantasy, sapphic love 

story to warm your heart this sea-
son? Well “Legends & Lattes” by 
Travis Baldree will do just the trick!

After years of slaying monsters 
and bounty hunting, Viv decides to 
put her sword down and quit her ad-
venturing life. She now pursues her 
dream of opening a coffee shop in a 
city called Thune. However, she’s 
immediately endangered by the fact 
that no one within the city really 
knows about coffee. If Viv wants 
this dream to work for her, she’s go-
ing to need the help of others. The 
path of one’s dreams is maybe not 
the one most traveled, but it’s not 
always about the destination. An 
unbeaten path is about your efforts, 
the people you meet along the way, 
and the shared success that can come 
with just a freshly brewed cup of 
coffee.

“Legends & Lattes” is one of 
my biggest comfort reads. There’s 
something so inviting about this 
book that makes me never want to 
put it down. The writing makes me 
feel like I’m there in the moment, al-
most like I can feel the warmth and 
the bustling atmosphere of the cof-
fee shop. This is a standalone book, 
with a prequel in the works! 
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By Claire Barickman
SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR

‘That 90’s Show,’ created by 
Bonnie Turner, Lindsey Turner, 
and Gregg Mettler is a perfect quick 
binge. With only ten episodes, this 
teen sitcom is easy to watch and en-
tertaining.

Times change but kids don’t. 
It’s the summer of 1995 and the 

next generation of Point Place kids 
have discovered the adventures that 
the Forman’s basement can hold.

 When Leia Forman (Callie 
Haverda), the daughter of Eric (To-

pher Grace) and Donna (Laura Pre-
pon),  comes to visit her grandpar-
ents Kitty (Debra Jo Rupp) and Red 
(Kurtwood Smith) for the summer, 
she finally gets to experience her 
teenage years like her parents did in 
the 70’s. 

Over the course of the summer, 
she forms bonds and friendships 
with characters in the show and 
viewers at home. 

‘That 90’s Show’ is a wonderful 
nostalgic show that will have you 
smiling the whole time. 

Even if you have never watched 
‘That 70’s Show,’ you will still love 
this show; if you have,  you will 
appreciate all of the references and 
cameos from the original cast. The 
writers and cast do an amazing job 
of illustrating what it is like to be a 
teenager,  from the awkward mis-
takes we make around our crushes 
to the importance of making friend-
ships. 

‘That 90’s Show’ is perfect if you 
are looking for something easy to 
watch and enjoy. 

‘That 90’s Show’:
 Times change but kids don’t
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